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God's    little  remnant   keeping  their  gar- 
ments cleaii  in  an  evil  day. 

B  E IN  G    A 

SERMON  preached  at  the  Sacrament 
of  Strathmiglo^  yune  3,  1714. 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ebeuv^zer  Er&kine. 

Rev.  iii.  4. 

^Jbou  baft  a  few  names  even  in  SarJis,  which  have 
not  defiled  their  garments  ^  and  they  Jball  walk 
with  me  in  white  5  for  they  are  worthy. 

TH  E  firft  fix  verfcs  of  this  chapter  contain 
an  epiftle  fcnt  by  Jefus  Chrift  unto  the 
.  Church  of  Sardis ;  where  we  have,  firft, 
the  preface,  and  then  the  body  of  the 
epiftle.  In  the  body  of  the  epiftle  we  may  notice 
thefe  three  things,  (i.)  An  accufation  or  charge  in 
the  clofe  of  the  firft  verfe.  (2.)  An  exhortation  un- 
to fcveral  duties,  fuch  as,  repentance,  watchfulnefs, 
and  the  like,  v.  2,  3.  (3.)  We  have  a  commenda- 
tion given  to  this  church  in  the  words  of  my  text, 
^oii  hajl  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis^  $cc.  Where, 
more  particularly,  we  have,  ly?.  The  commenda- 
tion itfelf,  Thou  haft  a  few  names  even  in  SardiSy 
which  have  not  defiled  their  garments.  2^/y,  A  re- 
ward, they  Jhall  walk  with  me  in  white.  3^^,  The 
Vol.  II.  B  rcafon 
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rcafon  and  ground  of  ilixs^for  they  are  worthy.  Firjf^ 
I  fay,  we  have  the  commendation  itfelf,  where  wfc 
may  notice  the  commender,  the  commended,  and  the 
ground  on  which  the  commendation  runs.  i.  The 
commender,  who  he  is  may  be  gathered  from  the 
connedion :  It  is  he  that  hath  the  feven  fpirits  of 
God,  and  the  feven  ftars,  ^.  i.  It  is  Chrift  himfelf; 
and  his  commendation  may  be  depended  upon  ;  for 
he  trieth  the  heart  and  reins,  and  needs  not  that 
any  fhould  tcftify  of  man  unto  him,  becaufe  he 
knows  what  is  in  man.  2.  The  party  commended  ^ 
who  are  defcribed,  (i.)  From  their  defignation, 
they  are  called  names ^  God  had  given  them  a  new 
namey  a  name  better  than  of  Jons  and  daughter Sy  even 
a  name  among  the  living  in  Jerujalem ;  they  were 
marked  among  the  rolls  of  his  chofen,  redeemed 
and  fandified  ones  j  by  their  zeal,  uprightnefs,  in- 
tegrity, and  their  honeft  appearance  for  God,  in 
that  degenerate  day  and  place,  they  had  diflinguifh- 
cd  themfelves  from  others,  and  fo  purchafcd  a  name 
to  themfelves,  and  they  were  known  to  men  as  well 
as  unto  God  :  7he  Lord  inoweth  the  righteous j  and 
he  knows  them  by  name,  they  are  marked  out  from 
among  others.  (2.)  They  are  defcribed  by  their 
paucity,  they  are  a  few  names ;  they  were  compa- 
ratively y^,  when  laid  in  the  balance  with  the 
.multitude  and  bulk  of  carnal  fecure  profeffors  ia 
this  church ;  there  was  but  a  fmall  part  of  them,j, 
that  had  kept  themfelves  free  of  the  corruptions  and 
defedions  of  that  church,  and  that  had  not  bowed 
the  knee  unto  BaaL  (3.)  They  are  defcribed  from 
the  place  of  their  refidence,  Sardis^  one  of  the  feven 
churches  oi  ih^  Lejfer  Afia.  The  expreffion  here 
is  obfcrvable,  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis^  Chrift*s 
charader  of  this  church,  in  the  clofc  of  the  firft 

vcrfe. 
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Verfe,  was,  that  they  were  generally  dead,  tho' 
they  had  «  name  to  live ;  but,  as  if  he  had  faid, 
Tho'  the  generality  of  this  church  be  dead,  yet  even 
there  I  have  a  few  lively  and  tender  Chriftians* 
But  then  3.  Notice  the  ground  on  which  the  com- 
mendation runs,  they  have  kept  their  garments 
clean,  or  ba'oe  not  defiled  their  garments  Perhaps 
there  may  be  an  allufion  in  this  exprcflion  unto  the 
yews^  who  were  ndt  to  come  near  any  thing  that 
was  unclean,  by  the  law  of  MofeSy  or  to  touch  them 
with  their  garments,  left  they  IhoUld  be  defiled;  or 
it  may  allude  unto  the  praAice  of  the  eaftern  coun« 
tries,  who  ufed  to  gird  up  their  long  garments,  to 
keep  them  from  being  defiled,  or  fpotted :  The 
meaning  is,  that  this  little  remnant  in  Sardis  had 
maintained  their  integrity,  like  Job^  they  were  per-- 
feSl  and  upright  men^  men  xkizX  feared  God  and  ef 
chewed  evih,  they  had  not  complied  with  the 
abounding  errors  and  corruptions  of  their  day, 
but  exercifed  thanfelves  to  keep  confciences  void  of 
offence  towards  God  and  man :  When  others  were 
flecping,  they  were  awake  about  their  work  i  when 
others  in  that  church  were  dead  and  fecure,  they 
were,  lively.  So  much  for  the  commendation  given 
by  Chrift  unto  this  remnant.  Secondly,  In  the 
words  we  have  a  reward,  or  rathec/we  may  call  it  a 
confolatory  promife,  made  unto  this  little  remnant, 
they  f]?all  walk  with  me  in  white.  Perhaps  the  ex- 
preffion  may  allude  unto  the  practice  of  the  Romans, 
who  clothed  their  nobility  at  any  folemnity  in 
white ;  or  to  their  conquerors,  who  triumphed  up- 
on any  victory  obtained  in  white  garments ;  or  to 
the  priefts  under  the  law,  that  miniftred  in  the 
temple  in  white  garments  ;  they  Jhall  walk  with  me 
in  white,  that  is,  they  fball  be  admitted  to  the  im- 
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mediate  enjoyment  of  fcllowfliip  and  communion 
with  me,  and  be  partakers  of  my  glory  in  heaven 
through  eternity.  But  the  import  of  the  expreffion 
may  be  more  fully  fpoken  to  afterward.  "Thirdly^ 
In  the  words,  we  have  the  reafon  and  ground,  why 
the  Lord  puts  fuch  a  difference  between  his  remnant 
and  otherSj^ir  they  are  worthy  ;  that  is,  valuable  and 
excellent  perfons,  as  Solomon  fpeaks,  the  righteous  is 
more  excellent  than  his  neighbour :  Not  as  if  they  had 
nny  worthincfs  or  excellency  in  themfelves  beyond 
otncrs  by  nature:  No,  no;  Ithey  are  children  of 
ivroth  and  condemnation  even  as  others ;  but  they  are 
made  worthy  by  juftifying  and  fanftifying  grace, 
l)y  imputed  righteoufnefs  and  inherent  holinefs. 
Some  render  the  word,  y^^r  they  are  mect\  fo  the 
word  is  rendered  Matt.  iii.  8.  Bring  forth  'therefore 
fruits  meet  for  repentance :  So  here  the  Lord  promifes, 
that  they  who  keep  their  garments  clean,  Jhould 
Hvolk  with  him  in  white  ^^  why  ?  becaufe  it  is  meet 
or  liiitablc  it  (liould  be  fo,  that  they  who  are  holy 
hriv.  (hould  be  happy  hereafter. 

Dorr.  'That^  altho'  there  be  but  few  in  a  vifble 
ihuribi  that  keep  their  garments  clean  in  a  declining 
ti*m\  yet  fhe/e  few  are  highly  valued  by  Chrift,  and 
jhall  k  iidmitted  to  partake  of  his  glory  in  heaven. 

'I  hix  dortrinc  I  take  to  be  the  Scope  of  the  verfe, 
ih^n  hofl  0  Jew  navies^  &c.  In  difcourfing  this 
point,  I  ihiill  endeavour,  through  divine  affiltancc, 
lo  do  thcic  lix  things,  (i.)  Offer  a  few  propofiti- 
uir.Oinccrninq;  t!ii«  little  remnant.  (2.)  Shew  that 
tluill  has  a  liigh  value  for  this  remnant,  they  arc 
worthy  in  his  cllccm.  (3.)  What  is  imported  in 
jhrir  kcrpin|\  their  garments  clean.  (4.)  What  it  is 
to  Nv.ilk  with  Chrift  in  white.  (5.)  Enquire  into 
\\v  I'onncalon  between  the  duty  and  privilege. 
(0)  Apply  the  whal,c.  The 
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ICYitJirft  thing  is  to  offer  a  few  propofitions  con- 
cerning this  remnant,  who  are  faid  to  keep  their 
garments  clean.  And,  Jirjl^  That  God  the  Father 
gave  a  remnant  unto  Chrift  of  the  pofterity  of  A- 
dam^  in  the  covenant  of  redemption,  to  be  ranfom- 
ed  and  redeemed  by  him  from  that  woe  and  wrath, 
into  which  Adam  by  his  apoftacy  had  involved  him- 
lelf  and  all  his  pofterity.  That  fuch  a  remnant 
was  gifted  unto  Chrift  by  the  Father,  is  plain  from 
"John  xvii.  where  Chrift  in  his  Prayer  frequently 
fpeaks  of  thofe  that-the  Father  gave  him,  particu- 
larly verie  6.  l^hine  they  were^  and  thou  gavejl  them 
me^  and  they  have  kept  thy  word.  He  promifed  to 
him,  for  his  encouragement  in  that  great  undertak- 
ing, that  he  fhould  have  (i  feed  to  ferve  him^  and 
fee  of  the  travail  of  his  fouU  Second^  The  Lord  Je- 
fus,  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time, 
took  on  the  nature  of  man,  and  in  our  nature  o- 
beyed  the  law,  and  died  in  the  room  and  ftead  of 
this  remnant  which  the  Father  gave  him  ;  He  did 
not  obey  the  law,  and  fatisfy  juftice  for  the  whole 
world,  or  for  all  men,  as  Arminians  talk  j  no,  but 
he  died  for  a  feledl  number :  Hence  he  is  faid  to 
lay  doivn  his  life  for  his  peep  ^  and  not  for  the  goats. 
And,  as  his  death,  fo  his  interceffion  is  confined  un- 
to this  remnant,  as  it  is  plain  from  John  xvii.  9. 
I  pray  for  them  :  I  pray  not  for  the  worlds  but  for 
them  which  thou  hajl  given  mcy  for  they  are  thine. 
Thirds  This  redeemed  remnant  are,  in  God's  own 
time,  fooner  or  later,  under  the  miniftry  of  gofpcl- 
ordinances,  determined  by  the  power  and  efficacy 
of  divine  grace,  to  clofe  with  Chrift  upon  the  caU 
of  the  gofpel,  and  to  go  in  to  the  bleflcd  contrivance 
of  falvation  and  redemption  through  him  :  He  tran- 
ilates  them,  in  a  day  oj  his  power ^  out  cf  darknefs 
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into  bis  mar^etbus  light ^  and  into  the  iingdom  (fbi^ 
dear  Son-,  not  one  of  this  clefted  remnant,  but  (hall 
in  due  tinrye  be  brought  home  -,  for  ^hom  he  did 
fredejlinatey  them  be  aljo  called.  Fourth^  God*s  rem- 
nant are  a  holy  people,  they  are  a  fet  of  men  that 
ftudy  to  keep  clean  garments ;  they  ftudy  to  pttrir 
fy  themfehes  from  all  flthinefs  of  the  flefb  and  Jpirit^ 
perfeSiing  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  \  and  there- 
fore called,  the  people  of  bis  holinejs^  Ifai.  Ixiii.  i8. 
Holinefs  is  the  defign  of  their  eledlion,  for  A^  bath 
predefiinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children^  that 
wejhould  be  holy^  and  without  olame  before  him  in  love. 
Holinefs  is  the  defign  of  their  redemption  by  Chrift 
Jefus,  7/'/.  ii.  14.  He  hath  redeemed  us  from  all  ini^ 
quity^  and  purified  unto  bimfelfa  peculiar  people^  zea^ 
ious  of  good  works.  Holinefs  is  the  defign  of  their 
efFedtual  calling :  For  God  bath  not  called  us  to  un- 
cleannefs^  but  unto  holinefs ;  and  he  bathfaved  us,  and 
called  us  with  a  holy  calling:  So  that  God's  remnant 
is  a  holy  remnant.  Fijtb^  The  number  of  this 
remnant  is  but  fmall,  there  are  but  a  few  names  in 
Sardis  that  have  not  defied  their  garments.  Chrift's 
ilock  is  but  a  little  flock :  It  is  indeed  a  great  flock, 
and  an  innumerable  multitude,  abftradtly  confider- 
cd  J  but,  confidered  comparatively,  or  when  laid  in 
the  balance  with  the  droves  and  multitudes  of  the 
wicked,  it  is  but  a  little  flock  and  a  fmall  remnant: 
They  are  few  that  are  eledted,  for  many  are  called, 
hut  few  are  chofen :  They  arc  few  that  are  redeemed, 
it  is  only  God's  eleft  thzizrt  bought  witbaprice-:  They 
are  few  that  are  effeiftually  called,  for,  to  whom  is  the 
arm  of  the  Lord  revealed^  Few  that  hold  out  in  the 
time  of  temptation,  but  feven  thoufand  among  all 
the  thoufands  oilfrael^  that  have  not  bowed  the  knee 
to  Baal.     Sixth.  Altho'  they  be  but  few,  yet  in  the 
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norft  of  times  God  has  always  fome  of  this  reimnant, 
who  cleare  to  him  and  his  way,  even  when  all 
about  them  are  corrupting  their  ways.  He  had  a 
Lot  in  Sodom^  whofe  righteous  foul  was  vexed  with 
the  abominations  of  the  place ;  he  has  a  remnant 
of  mourners  in  yerufalem^  when  the  whole  city 
was  defiled  with  wickednefs ;  he  has  bis  two  witne/Tiif. 
to  bear  teftimony  unto  his  Truths,  when  the  WDole 
isorld  is  wondring  after  the  beaft^  and  over-run  with 
antichriflian  darknefs  and  idolatry.  Seventh,  God 
has  a  fpecial  eye  of  favour  iind  kindnefs  on  this  rem- 
nant, in  a  (inful  and  declining  time ;  he  has  a  mark 
fct  upon  the  men  that^A  and  groan  for  tbeabomi- 
nations  in  Jerufalem ,  bis  eyes  run  to  and  fro  through 
the  whole  earthy  tojhew  himfelf  flrong  in  the  behalf  of 
tbentj  Sec.     But  this  leads  me  to 

Thtficond  Thing  propofed,  which  was  to  (hew, 
that  Chrift  has  a  high  value  for  this  remnant ; 
they  are  the  worthies  of  the  world  in  his  efteem, 
however  they  be  difefteemed  and  under-valued  by 
the  world.  This  will  appear  from  thefe  following 
confidcrations,  (i.)  Confider  what  an  account  he 
makes  of  them,  when  compared  with  the  reft  of 
the  world ;  he  values  them  fo  highly,  that  he  will 
give  whole  nations  and  kingdoms  of  the  wicked  for 
their  ranfom,  Ifai.  xlv.  3,  4.  Ever  fince  thou  waft 
precious  in  myfght^  thou  haji  been  honourable,  and  J 
have  loved  thee,  and  I  gave  men  for  thee,  &c.  that  is,  he 
will  facrifice  whole  nations  and  kingdoms  of  wicked 
men,  before  he  be  bereft  of  his  little  remnant.  The 
fcriptures  are  very  full  to  this  purpofe;  his  remnant  is 
the  gold,  the  reft  of  the  world  are  but  drofs,  thou 
putte/i  away  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  like  drofs,  Pfal, 
cxix.  119.  But  the  precious  fons  of  Zion  are  compa^ 
rable  to  fine  gold^  Lam.  iv.  2.  Not  only  gold,  but 
fijie  gold,  polilhed  by  the  hand  of  the  Spirit.     A^ 
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gain,  his  little  remnant  are  the  wheat,  but  the  reft 
of  the  world  are  the  chafF;  and  what  is  the  chaff' 
to  the  wheat y  faith  the  Lord?  When  he  comes  with 
bis  fan  in  his  hand,  he  will  gather  his  wheat  into 
his  garner,  but  the  chaff  he  will  burn  up  with  fir e^ 
that  is  unquenchable,  Matth.  iii.  12.  His  little  rem- 
nant is  the  good  corn,  but  the  wicked  are  the  tares  j 
and^ie  will  fay  to  his  reapers  at  the  laft  judgment, 
gather  the  tares  together,  and  bind  them  in  bundles 
to  burn  them  j  but  gather  the  good  corn  into  my  barn. 
His  remnant  are  his  flieep,  but  the  reft  are  the 
goats;  Tiudi  he  luill  fay  to  the  fJoeep  on  his  right  hand^ 
Come,  ye  bleffed,  but  to  iht  goats  he  will  fay.  Depart^ 
ye  curjed.  His  remnant  are  his  veffels  of  honour^ 
whom  he  refer ves  as  furniture  to  adorn  the  houfe  not 
made  with  hands  ;  but  the  wicked  are  veffels  of  wrath^ 
whom  he  will  break  in  pieces  as  a  potter's  veffel,  and 
caft  into  the  furnace  of  his  anger.  Thus,  I  iay, 
that  they  are  worthy  in  his  efteem,  is  evident  from 
the  account  he  makes  of  them  when  laid  in  the  ba- 
lance with  others.  (2.)  That  this  litrle  remnant  is 
worthy  in  Chrift's  account,  will  appear,  if  we  con- 
fider  the  names  and  appellations  that  he  gives  them  : 
He  fometimes  calls  them  his  Love,  his  Dove,  his 
Undefiled,  his  Hepzibah,  his  Bulah,  his  Jedidiahs,  the 
very  darlings  of  his  heart ;  he  calls  them  fometimes 
his  Jeivels,  Mai.  iii.  17.  T^bcy  ff:all  be  mine,  faith  the 
Lord,  in  the  day  that  I  make  up  my  jewels ',  and,  / 
willfpare  them  as  a  man  fparcth  his  own  fon  that 
ferves  him.  He  calls  them  the  very  apple  of  his  eye,  the 
moft  tender  part  of  the  body,  and  the  eye-lid  of  his 
fpecial  providence  doth  cover  them  :  Yea,  fuch  is 
the  value  that  he  has  for  them,  that  he  calls  them 
himfelf,  and  fpeaks  of  them  as  if  he  arwd  they  were 
but  one.  SauU  Saul,  hys  the  Lord,  why  pcrfccuteji 
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f bourne?  (3.)  Conlider  the  endeared  relations  they 
ftand  under  unto  him,  and  from  thence  you  will 
fee  that  they  cannot  but  be  worthy  in  his  efteem: 
There  is  a  legal,  a  moral,  and  a  myflical  union  be- 
tween him  and  them ;  he  is  their  head,  and  they 
are  his  members ;  he  is  the  root,  and  they  are  the 
branches  that  grow  upon  him  ;   he  is  the  hufband, 
and  they  are  his  fpoufe  and  bride,  thy  Maker  is  thy 
bujband\  he  is  their  father,  and  they  are  his  chil- 
dren ;  he  is  their  elder  brother,  and  they  are  his 
younger  brethren ;  he  is  heir  of  all  things,  and  he 
makes  them  joint-heirs  with  himfelf  of  his  heavenly 
kingdom ;  he  is  their  advocate,  and  they  are  his 
clients  ;  he  is  their  king,  and  they  are  hij  fubjedls. 
(4-)  They  cannot  but  be  worthy  in  his  efteem,  if 
ye  confider  how  much  he  values,  not  only  their 
perfons,  but  whatever  pertains  unto  them :  He  va- 
lues their  names,  I  have  a  few  names  in  Sardis;  he 
keeps  them  among  the  records  of  heaven,  and  has 
them  ivritten  in  the  lamb's  book  of  life.     He  values 
their  prayers,  Cant.  ii.  14.  Omy  dove  that  art  in  the 
clefts  of  the  rock!    let  me  hear  thy  voice  ^  for  it  is 
fweet ;  the  pfrayers  of  the  wicked  are  like  the  howl- 
ing of  dogs  to  him,  but  the  prayers  of  the  upright 
remnant  are  his  delight:  He  values  their  tears,  and 
puts  tbcm  iiito  his  bottle  \    he,  as  it  were,  gathers 
every  drop  from  their  eyes,  I  have  beard  thy  prayers^ 
I  bavefeen  thy  tears^  faith  the  Lord  to  Hezekiab ; 
he  values  their  blood,  Pfal.  cxvi.  15,  Precious  in  the 
fight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  0/ his  faints -,  and  they 
that  flied  their  blood,  he  will  give  them  blood  to 
drink.     (5.)  That   they  are  worthy  in  his  efteem, 
appears  from  what  he  does  for  them :    He  remem- 
bred  them  in  their  low  ejlate^  and  fet  his  love  on 
them,  when  they  were  wallowing  in  their  blood  \  he 
has  Icrcedihcm  with  an  cverlafting  love^  an  unalterable 
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love,  with  an  ardent  love ;  his  love  to  them  is 
Jlrmg  as  de^  $  he  has  redeemed  them  with  bis 
bloody  for  we  are  not  redeemed  by  corruptible 
things,  fuch  as  filver  and  gold,  &c.  He  hath  loved 
«,  and  wajlod  us  with  his  own  blood.  Rev.  i.  5. 
He  confers  many  excellent  privileges  upon  them ; 
diey  have  an  excellent  pardon,  it  being  full,  final 
and  irrevocable,  Heb.  viii.  12.  they  have  an  excel* 
\tx\t  peace y  which  pajfes  all  underfianding\  an  excel- 
lent y<?y,  being  unlpeakabky  and  full  of  glory  \  excel- 
lent food,  they  eat  of  the  hidden  manna  \  have  ac- 
cefs  to  an  excellent  throne  with  boidnefs,  Heb-  iv.  16. 
They  have  excellent  communion,  tvcn  fellow/hip 
with  the  Father y  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrijl ;  they 
have  the  interpofition  of  an  excellent  Mediator, 
even  Jefus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant ;  they 
have  an  excellent  guard  attending  them  ;  they  are 
guarded  with  the  divine  attributes,  even  as  the 
mountains  are  about  Jcrufalem  ;  guarded  with  the 
twenty  thoufand  chariots  of  angels ;  Mahanaimy  the 
hoft  of  God,  is  about  them  ;  they  have  an  excel- 
lent ftore-houfe,  even  the  whole  fulnefs  of  the  Gcd^ 
bead  dwelling  bodily  in  Chrifi\  they  are  cloathed  with 
excellent  robes,  even  the  garments  of  fahation,  and 
robes  of  right eoufnefs :  They  are  heirs  of  an  everlajU 
ing  inheritance y  that  is  ificorruptible  and  undefled : 
yea,  heirs  of  God  and  joint-heirs  with  Jefus  Chriji. 
And  to  crown  all,  they  have  excellent  fecurity  tor 
all  this,  the  word  of  God,  his  covenant,  his  oath, 
his  blood,  and  the  earned  of  his  fpirit.  From  all 
which  it  appears,  what  an  high  value  he  has  for 
them,  and  how  worthy  they  are  in  his  account. 

The  third  thing  propofed  was,  to  enquire  what 
IS  imported  in  the  remnant  their  keeping  their  gar- 
ments clean :.  And,  ( 1 .)  |t  imports,  that  God's  rem- 
nant are  clothed,  or  that  they  have  garments  given 
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likem}   they  are  not  naked^^   like  the  reft  of  thfc 
world  :  And,  thcr6  is  a  twofold  garnjent,  whenev 
^th  God's  remnant  are  arrayed,  viz.  a  garment  of 
imputed  righteoufhefs,  apd  a  garment  of  inherent 
holinefs:  %  the  firft,  at!  their  iniquities  are  cover*^ 
ed,  and  they  Ikreened  firofn  the  curfjp  and  con- 
demnation of  the  law,  and  the  ftroke  of  avenging 
1'aftice :  By  the  laft,  viz.  the  garment  of  inherent 
lolinefs,  Uieir  fouls  are  beautified  and  adorned,  the  * 
image  of  God  reftored,  and  they,  like  the  Kin^^s 
dai^bter,  made  all  glorious  within :  And  it  is  the 
iaft  of  thefe  that  is  here  prihcipally  intended.     (2.) 
It  imports,  that  the  garment  which  God  gives  hi$ 
remnant  is  a  pure  and  a  cleanly  robe,  and  therefore 
called  white  raiment.  Rev.  iii.    19.   and  ^ne  linen^ 
Rev.  xix.  8.  fpeaking  of  the  lami  the  bride's  wife^ 
it  is  faid,  that  to  her  was  granted^  tbatjhe  jhould  be 
arrayed  in  fine  linen^  pure  and  white  :  For  the  fine 
linen  is  the  righteoufnefs   of  faints.      So  that  ye 
fee  white  is  the  livery  wherewith  Chrift  clothes  his 
little  remnant ;    and.  Rev.  vii.  9.  they  are  faid  to 
be  clothed  with  white  robes.  (3.)  That  fin  is  of  a 
defiling  and  polluting  nature  :  As  mire  and  filth  de- 
file our  garments,  fo  doth  fin  defile  and  pollute  our 
fouls,  and  renders  us  vile  and  lothfome  in  the  fight 
of  God:  Hence  it  is  commonly  cdlled  uncleannefs^ 
Zech.  xiii.  i.  ^bere  is  a  fountain  opened  in  the  houfe 
of  David  y  for  to  take  away  fin  and  uncleannefs ;  it  is 
the  abominable  thing  which  God's  foul  doth  hate, 
and  is  more .  lothfome  in  his  fight,  than  the  moft 
dctcftable  things  in  nature  are  unto  us.     (4.)  That 
it  may  be  thp  lot  of  the  Lord's  people,  to  live,  and 
walk  among  a  people^  the  generality  of  whom  are 
polluting  and  dpfiling  themfclves ;  for  this  is  the 
commendation  of  the  remnant  her^,  that,  tho'  the 
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body  of  this  church  was  corrupted,  yet  they  had 
not  gone  along   with  them.     Thus  it  fared  with 
Noah  in  the  old  world,  and  with  Lot  in  Sodom  : 
And  the  prophet  Ifaiah,    Chap.    vi.  cries   out,    / 
dwell  in  the  midjl  of  a  people  of  polluted  lips.  (5.) 
That  even  God's  remnant  are  not  without  danger 
of  defiling  themfelves  with  the  fins  and  defedlions 
of  their  day.     Sin  comes  gilded  with  fuch  fair  and 
plaufible  pretences,  and  fuch  powerful  motives  and 
arguments,  that  even  fome  of  God's  own  remnant 
are  not  only   in  danger,  but  fome  of  them  may 
be  adually  enfnared  and  defiled  therewith  ^  and,  no 
doubt,    fome  that  had  the  root  of  the  matter  in 
Sardis^  were  tainted  with  the  corruptions  of  that 
church,  as  I  doubt   not  but   many   in  our   own 
church,  who  have  made  very  wide  fteps,  are  not- 
withftanding  dear  and  near  unto  God.     (6.)  That 
foul  garments  are  very  unbecoming  and  unfuitable 
unto  God's  remnant ;  for  they  ih^t  name  tbe  name  of 
Cbrijly  and  profefs  to  be  his  friends  and  favourites, 
they  are  bound  to  depart  from  iniquity.     It  brings 
up  a  reproach  upon  religion,  and  makes  the  name 
of  God  to  be  bhfphrmcd^  when  any  of  God's  remnant 
make  a  wrong  ftep  ;    as  you  fee  in   the  cafe    of 
David 'y  his  murder  and  adultery  operxd  the  mouths 
of  the  wicked  in   his   day,  and   made  the  enemy  to 
bldfpheme ;  and,  I  am  Aire,  it  cannot  but  be  bitter 
to  any  that  belong  to  God,  when,  through  their 
untenderncfs,  the   way  of  God  is  evil  fpoken  of. 
(7.),  A  careful   ftudy  of  univerfal  obedience  unto 
all   known  and   commanded  duties.     God's   rem- 
nant arc  of  David's,  mind  and  principle,  they  have 
a  refpcSl  to  all  Gods  ccmmandments  \  his  law  is  the 
rule  and   ftandard  of  their  walk,  it  is  a  light  unto 
their  feety  and  a  lamp  unto  their  paths  \  and  they 
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are  always  breathing  after  more  and  more  confor- 
mity thereunto,  faying,  with  DaviJy  0  that  my 
^ays  were  direSted  to  keep  thy  Jiatutes  !  they  ftudy 
to  have  a  gofpel-adorning  converfation,  and  that' 
their  light  ntayfojhine  before  men^  that  others^  feeing 
their  good  works ^  may  glorify  their  Father  which  is 
inhearcen.  (8.)  A  holy  caution  and  tendernefs  ia 
guarding  againft  all  fin,  efpecially  the  prevailing 
fins  of  the  day,  and  generation  wherein  they  live ; 
they  will  not  walk  according  to  the  courfe  of  the, 
worlds  but  they  are  transformed  in  the  renewing  of 
their  minds ;  they  keep  at|  a  diftance  from  common 
defedions,  errors  in  doftrine,  profanity  in  pradice, 
and  innovations  in  the  worfhip  of  God  ;  they  will 
not  fo  much  as  give  their  confent  unto  thefe  abo- 
minations, but  endeavour  in  their  ftation  to  oppofe 
them,  and  give  their  honefl:  teftimony  againfl:  them. 
Keeping  of  the  garments  clean  in  a  declining  time, 
implies  a  fteady  adherence  unto  the  truths,  laws, 
and  ordinances  of  Chrifi-,  and  the  government  that; 
he  has  appointed  in  his  houfe :  Hence  they  are  faid 
to  keep  the  word  of  his  patience.  They  will  not  fell 
one  hoof  of  divine  truth  -,  no,  not  tho'  it  fliould  coft 
them  the  warmeft  blood  of  their  heart ;  they  will 
buy  the  truth  at  any  rate,  but  fell  it  at  no  rate.  It 
implies,  that  they  have  fupplies  of  covenanted 
ftrength  given  them,  to  uphold  and  keep  them 
from  defiling  their  garments ;  for  they  are  not  a- 
ble  to  keep  themfelves ;  no,  the  way  of  man  is  not 
in  himfelf',  it  is  the  Lord  that  keepeth  the  feet  of  his 
faints,  when  the  wicked  floall  be  fdcnt  in  darknefs ; 
yea,  they  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through 
faith  unto  fahation,  i  Pet.  i.  6.  which  implies  a 
keeping  them  as  in  a  garrifon  :  The  Lord  Jehovah 
is  tmr  ftrength,  and  the  munition  of  rocks  round  a- 
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bout  them.  Lq/ilyy  It  imports  the  mortification  of 
£d  in  the  root  and  fruit  ot  it, .  together  with  a  holy 
care  to  have  grace  improved  and  exercifed,  till  it  be 
crowned  with  glory ;  for  be  that  bath  tbis  hope  iti 
him^  purifietb  himfelf^  &c.  And  thus  you  fee  what 
is  imported  in  keeping  of  the  garments  clean. 

The  fourtb  thing  propofed  was,  to  enquire  a 
little  into  the  import  oi  the  confolatory  proinife 
made  unto  the  remnant  that  keep  their  garments 
clean i  they  Jhall  walk  with  me  in  white i  faith  the 
Lord ;  that  is,  as  I  told  you  in  the  explication  of 
the  words,  they  fhall  be  admitted  to  fhare  of  my 
glory  at  death  and  judgment.  But  I  fhall  endea*. 
vour  more  particularly  to  enquire  into  the  import  oi 
thispromiie^  and,  i.  What  is  imported  in  walk- 
ing with  Chrift.  And,  2.  What  in  walking  with 
him  in  white. 

Firft^  What  is  imported  in  walking  with  him  ? 
ift^  It  neceflarily  fuppofeth  the  foul's  fubfiftence  in 
a  feparate  ftate,  or  after  its  feparation  from  the 
body ;  otherwifc  it  could  not  be  faid  to  walk  with 
him.  This  is  one  of  the  fundamental  truths  of 
our  religion,  which  Chrift  himfelf  proved  and  main- 
tained againft  the  Sadducees^  from  that  fcripture,  / 
am  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  5  God  is 
noty  fays  he,  the  God  of  the  dead^  but  of  the  living. 
No  fooner  are  the  fouls  of  God's  remnant  divorced 
from  their  bodies,  but,  by  the  miniftry  of  angels, 
they  are  carried  into  Abraham'i  bofom.  zdly^  Their 
walking  with  Chrift,  not  only  fuppofes  the  foul's 
cxiftence  in  a  feparate  ftate,  but  alfo  its  activity, 
for  it  {walks)  with  Chrift.  The  fpirits  of  jujl  men^ 
upon  their  feparation  from  the  body,  are  made 
pcrfedl^  and  fo  perfeft,  as  they  ferve  him  day  and 
night  in  his  holy  temple ^  with  infinitclv  more  aftivi- 
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ty  and  livelinefsy  than  when  they  were  coopt  up  in 
the  prifon  of  the  body ;  which  in  this  ftate  of  fin 
and  imperfection,  is  a  dead  weight,  as  it  were,  upon 
rfie  foul,  in  the  fervice  of  God.  3///^,  Their  walk- 
ing with  Chrift,  implies  perfedl  peace  and  agree- 
ment between  Chrift  and  them  j  for,  bow  can  two 
walkJogetbeTy  except  they  be  agreed?  The  Lord's 
people,  while  here,  are  many  times  under  the  af- 
frighting apprehenfions  of  his  anger  and  difpleafure, 
which  makes  themi  to  cry  out,  with  DaviJy 
Pfal.  Ixxvii.  9.  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious? 
hath  he  in  anger  Jhut  up  bis  tender  mercies  ?  Selab. 
But  there  will  be  no  fuch  complaint  in  heaven : 
No,  no ;  there  will  not  be  the  leaft  grudge  in  his 
heart,  or  firown  in  his  countenance  through  eter- 
nity ;  nothing  but  a  perpetual  fmilc  of  his  recon- 
ciled countenance.  ^thly^  It  implies  intimacy, 
which  is  more  than  agreement;  for  there  may  be 
a  good  underftanding  where  there  is  little  intimacy 
and  familiarity :  But  the  Saints  in  glory,  \hty  fiall 
walk  with  Cbrijl ;  that  is,  '  he  and  they  will  be 
very  intimate  one  with  another.  This  intimacy  is 
begun  on  earth ;  for  fometimes,  even  in  the  wil- 
dernefs,  he  brings  them  into  the  chamber  of  pre- 
Jfence,  and  allows  them  fvveet  fellovvfhip  with  him- 
itMi  fometimes  they^/  down  under  his  JJjadow  with 
great  delight :  But  this  intimate  fellowlhip  fhall  be 
confummate  and  completed  in  heaven,  where  all 
vails  (hall'  be  rent,  and  all  clouds  (hall  be  for  ever 
difpelled,  and  nothing  fhall  remain  to  intercept  the 
bleiTed  familiarity  betwixt  him  and  them :  Then 
that  word  fhall'  be  fully  accomplifli'd,  John  xvii. 
23.  I  in  them^  and  they  in  me^  that  they  may  be  made 
perfeB  in  one.  Fifthly,  It  implies,  that  they  fliall 
be  in  the  prcfence  of  Chrift ;  and  this  is  an  additi- 
on 
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on  to  intimacy ;  for  two  intimate  friends  may  be  at 
a  diftance  one  from  another.  The  Lord's  people, 
while  in  the  body^  are  f aid  to  be  abfent  from  the  Lord i 
But  then  they  (hall  be  at  home ;  he  and  they  (hall 
dwell  together  through  eternity,  in  the  manfions  of 
glory,  the  boufe  not  made  with  hands.  So  much 
Chrift  tells  his  difciples,  John  xii.  26.  Where  I  am^ 
there  Jhall  alfo  my  fervants  be.  And,  John  xiv.  at 
the  beginning,  I  will  come  again^  and  receive  you  to 
myfelf  that  where  1  am^  there  ye  may  be  alfo.  Sixths 
ly,  It  implies  that  they  fhall  be  privileged  with  the 
light  of  Chrift ;  for  two  cannot  well  walk  together 
without  feeing  one  another ;  then  they  fhall  fee  the 
man  Chrift,  exalted  at  his  Father's  right  handy  far 
above  all  principalities  and  power Sy  and  every  name 
that  is  named^  not  only  in  this  worlds  bid  in  that 
which  is  to  come.  This  is  a  privilege  enfured  untd 
the  little  remnant  by  Chrift's  own  prayer,  Johh 
xvii.  24.  Father y  I  willy  that  thefe  whom  thou  haft 
given  mcy  may  be  with  me  where  1  amy  thatjhey  may 
behold  my  glory  which  thou  haji  given  me.  O  how  ra- 
vifhing  a  light  will  this  be,  to  behold  the  glory 
of  Chrift  in  heaven !  When  he  was  transfigured 
upon  mount  Tabor  y  hisjaccdidjlnne  as  the  fun  ^  and 
bis  raiment  was  white  as  the  light :  What  will  he 
be  on  mount  Zion  above,  when  he  fliall  be  fceri 
with  all  his  robes  of  glory,  and  all  his  heavenly  re-» 
tinue  attending  him  ?  Seventhly ^  Tbeyf:all  walk  with 
me:  It  implies  full  pleafure,  fatisfadion,  and  com** 
placency ;  for  walking  is  an  a<ft  of  recreation,  hea-* 
yen  is  a  place  of  joy  and- pleafure,  Pfal.  xvi.  11.  In 
thy  prefence  there  isfulnejs  of  joy  y  &c.  Then  the  joy 
of  the  Lord  fhall  not  only  enter  into  them,  but  they 
fliall  enter  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord.  The  ranfomed 
of  the  Lordfiall  come  to  Zion  witbfongs^  and  ever- 
lofting  joy  upon  their  heads.  Se^ 
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SeconJfyf  What  is  imported  in  talking  with  him 
in^bite?  Anfuoer^  (i.)  That  then  all  their  black 
and  beggarly  garments  fliall  be  laid  afide,  a  body  of 
Jin  and  death  Chall  not  then  moled  them ;  they  fhall 
not  any  more  complain  of  the  errors  of  their  hearts^ 
or  the  iniquity  of  their  heels  \  no,  they  (hall  be^^- 
fented  without  fpot  or  wrinkle^  or  any  fuch  thing,  (a.) 
White  is  a  badge  of  purity  and  innocency ;  they 
Jhall  walk  with  me  in  white  y  that  is,  they  fhall  not 
only  lay  afide  their  beggarly  garments,  but  they 
£hall  be  clothed  with  change  of  raiment ;  perfedl  ho- 
linefs  (hall  then  be  their  ornament ;  they  Jhall  be 
Snu^bt  unto  the  king  in  raiment  of  needle-^work  i  and, 
like  the  king^s  daughter^  they  Jhall  be  all  glorious  with^ 
in ;  they  who  had  lien  among  the  pots^  Jhall  become 
like  the  wings  of  a  dove^  covered  with  fiver  ^  and  her 

feathers  with  yellow  gold;  yea,  they  (hzWjhine  forth 
like  the  fun  in  the^  kingdom  of  their  Father.  (3.) 
White  is  a  badge  of  vi^ory,  as  we  told  you  in  the 

.  explication  of  tne  words.  Rev.  vii.  9.  The  triumph- 
ant company  there,  of  all  nations^  tongues  and  kind- 
redsy  they  Jiand  before  the  throne  and  before  the 
lamb  cloatbed  with  white  robes  and  palms  in  their 
bandsy  as  a  fign  of  their  complete  vidlory  over  all 
their  enemies,  whether  outward  or  inward.  Sin  is 
an  enemy  that  the  believer  has  many  a  hot  conflict 
with,  while  here ;  bur,  in  heaven,  the  inhabitants 
are  all  forgwen  their  iniquities^  their  is  no  morefin^ 
Rev.  xxii.  As  for  Satan,  that  grand  enemy,  that 
went  about  like  a  roaring  lion,  feeking  to  devour 
them,  they  fhall  then  tread  him  under  their  feet ; 
know  ye  not  that  faints  Jhall  judge  angels  ?  faith  the 
apoftle:  And,  as  for  the  world,  they  fhall  never 
any  more  be  cnfnared,  either  with  its  frowns  or  flat- 
teries. (4.)  White  is  a  badgq  of  honour  3  the  Ro- 
Vol.  II.  C  mans 
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mans  cloathed  their  nobility  in  white,  as  ye  heard. 
O  what  honour  is  refer ved  for  the  faints  of  God, 
his  little  remnant !  They  (hall  be  honoured  with  a 
place  among  them  that  (land  by  in  the  new  yeru- 
fokm  'y  yea,  they  fhall  be  honoured  with  the  ivbite 
ftme^  and  the  new  name  5  they  (hail  (it  with  Chrift 
upon  his  throne^  Rev.  iii.  22.  They  (hail  be  ho- 
noured with  a  crown  of  burni(h'd  glory:  When 
'the  chief  jhepherdjhall  appear ^  ivefiall  receive  a  crown 
of  glory  which  fadeth  not  away.  They  (hall  be  ho- 
noured with  a  kingdom  ;  I  appoint  unto  you  a  king- 
dom,  as  my  Father  hath  appointed  unto  me.  They 
(hall  be  honoured  to  be  z&Sox^  with  Chrift  at  the 
laft  judgment.  Know  ye  not  that  the  faints  Jhall  judge 
the  world?  They'll  applaud  the  Judge  in  all  his 
proceedings,  and  cry,  True  and  righteous  are  thy 
judgments^  Lord  God  Almighty :  Then  that  pa(rage 
will  be  fully  accompliflied,  Pfal.  cxlix,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9. 
Let  the  faints  be  joyful  in  glory :  let  them  fing  aloud 
upon  their  beds.  Let  the  high  praifes  of  God  be  in 
their  mouthy  and  a  two-edged  fword  in  their  hand^  to 
execute  vengeance  upon  the  heathen^  and  punijlmients 
upon  the  people ;  to  btJid  their  kings  with  chains^  and 
their  nobles  with  fetters  of  iron  j  to  execute  upon  them 
the  judgment  written :  This  honour  have  all  his 
faints.  Praife  ye  the  Lord.  (5.)  White  was  a  gar- 
ment appointed  for  the  pricfts  under  the  law,  when 
they  were  to  minifter  about  holy  things;  the  faints 
of  God  are  all  priefts,  Rev.  \.  5.  Unto  him  that 
loved  usy  and  bath  made  us  kings  and  priejis  to  Gody: 
and,  as  priefts  in  the  heavenly  temple,  their  conti* 
nual  work  (liall  be  to  offer  up  eternal  facrifices  of 
praife  unto  God  and  the  Lamb.  There  every  bird 
in  every  bufli  (hall  fing,  and  fay,  Worthy  is  the 
Lamb  that  was  Jlain^  and  hath  redeemed  us  unto  God 
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h^  bis  bhod',  falvation  unto  our  God  that  Jitteth  upon 
the  throne^  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.  (6.) 
Wc  find  the  angels  frequently  appearing  in  white, 
j4Bs  i.  10.  While  the  difciples  are  looking  towards 
heaven  after  their  exalted  Lord,  behold  two  men,  that 
is,  two  angels  in  the  form  of  men,  Jlood  by  them  in 
white  apparel:  So  the  faints,  they  Jhall  walk  with 
Cbriji  in  white ;  they  fliall  be  like  the  angels  of  hea-- 
ven^  Matt.  xxii.  30.  In  the  refurreSiion  they  are  as 
the  angels  of  God  in  heaven.  The  original  word  fig- 
nifies,  they  fhall  be  equal  to  angels,  or  angels  mates. 
like  angels,  they  (hall  not  be  liable  to  hunger, 
thirfl:^  wearinefs,  or  fuch  like  bodily  infirmities. 
The  angels  are  faid  to  behold  the  face  of  God  in  hea^ 
V€n\  fo  fliall  ye  who  are  God's  little  remnant: 
Now  ye  fee  darkly  as  through  a  glafs,  but  then  ye 
fhall  fee  face  to  face.  The  angels  ferve  God  with 
the  greateft  voluntarinefs  and  freedom,  with  the 
greateft  aftivity  and  nimblenefs,  for  he  maketh  his 
angels  fpirrts,  and  his  minijlers  a  jlame  of  fire:,  fo 
fliall  the  faints  in  glory,  they  fliall  do  the  will  of  God ^ 
as  it  is  done  by  the  angels  in  heaven.  (7.)  We  find 
Chrift  fometimes  appearing  in  white,  particularly  at 
his  transfiguration,  his  countenance  did  Jhine  as  the 
fun,  and  bis  raiment  was  white  as  the  light ;  and  fo 
it  may  import  this  much,  they/I:all  walk  with  me  in 
white,  that  is,  there  (hall  be  a  blefled  conformity 
between  them  and  mc  in  glory,  Rev.  xix.  1 1 .  Chrift 
is  there  reprefented  as  mounted  upon  a  white  horfe, 
and  the  armies  which  were  in  heaven  followed  him 
upon  white  horjes,  clothed  in  fine  li^ien,  white  and  ^ 
clean :  Chrift  and  all  his  redeemed  company,  fliall 
be  clothed  with  the  fame  livery,  i  John  iii.  2.  When 
be  Jkall appear,  wefmllbz  like  him^for  wefijallfee  him 
as  he  is :    Their  fouls  fliall  rcfcmble  him  in  righte- 
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oufnefs  and  true  holinefs;  yea,  their  vile  hdihjkdtt 
be  made  like  unto  his  glorious  body.  (8.)  White  has  a 
great  refledion  of  light  with  it,  when  the  fun  (hines 
upon  it ;  O  how  bright  and  dazzling  will  the  glory 
of  the  faints  be  in  that  day,  when  thcjun  ofrigbte^ 
oufnefs  fiall  Jloine  uion  them  with  a  meridian  jpiendor! 
Chrift  will  then  be  admired  in  bis  faints,  for  they 
(hall  fhine  forth  like  the  fun,  and  like  the  brigbtnejs 
of  the  firjmment ;  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  their  God 
will  then  be  upon  them,  and  fuch  beauty  as  (hall  eter- 
nally aftonifli  and  confound  the  wicked,  who  con- 
temned them  upon  earth,  and  did  not  reckon  them 
worthy  to  fit  with  the  dogs  Bf  their  flock.  And  thus 
much  for  the  fourth  thing. 

The  Fifth  thing  was,  to  enquire  into  the  connec- 
tion between  the  duty  and  the  prhrilege,  between 
keeping  the  garments  clean,  and  walking  with  Chrifi 
in  white,  (i.)  Then,  negatively,  you  (hould  know 
thai  there  is  no  eonnedlion  of  merit,  as  if  ouri^^- 
ing  of  clean  garments  did  dc(crve  that  we  (hould  walk 
with  Chrijl  in  white  >  no,  no :  Let  every  mouth  he 
flopped,  for  all  the  world  is  guilty  before  God,  and 
therefore  can  merit  nothing  but  wrath  and  ven- 
geance at  the  hand  of  God  ;  By  the  works  of  the 
law  floall  no  fleflo  living  be  jnfiified,  or  faved  5  it  is 
by  the  merits  of  Chrift,  his  doing  and  dying,  as  the 
furety  of  the  little  remnant,  that  they  are  brought 
to  walk  with  him  in  white :  But,  though  tliere  be  no 
connexion  of  merit,  yet,  ( i.)  There  is- a  connexion 
of  decree,  or  purpofe  in  this  matter ;  God,  by  an 
unMterable  decree,  has  ordained,  that  they  who  arc 
holy  (hall  be  happy,  that  they  who  keep  their  gar^  ' 
ments  clean  floall  walk  with  him  in  white,  2  Theff. 
ii.  1 3.  God  bath  from  the  beginning  chofen  us  tofaVoa-^ 
tion,  through  JanSlif  cation  of  the  fpirit,  and  belief  of 
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the  truth.  (2.)  There  is  a  connexion  of  promife, 
as  well  as  of  purpofc.  Ye  have  them  linked  together 
in  this  promife  in  the  text,  and  every  where  almoft 
through  the  fcriptures  of  truth  ;  ye  have  a  clufler 
of  thefe  promifes  in  the  fecond  and  third  of  the  Re-^ 
njelatiwi^  To  him  that  overcometb  (which  is  the  fame 
thing  with  keeping  the  garments  clean  {will  I  give  to 
tat  of  the  hidden  manna ;  and  this  link  is  fo  Arong, 
chat  it  can  never  be  br<iken  \  for  it  is  one  of  thefe 
immutable  things^  wherein  it  is  impo/Jible  for  God  to 
lye.  (3.)  There  is  a  connection  of  meetnefs  or  con- 
gruity.  It  is  fuitable,  that  thofe  who  are  holy 
flioold  be  happy ;  that  they  who  have  white  gar-- 
ments  here^  (hould  be  clothed  with  white  hereafter : 
It  is  fuitable  unto  the  nature  of  God,  for  he  cannot 
behold  iniquity^  neither  can  evil  dwell  with  him ;  none 
but  holy  ones  (hall  enjoy  a  holy  God:  It  is  fuitablp 
unto  the  work  of  heaven,  for  no  unclean  thing  can 
enter  the  gates  of  the  new  Jcrufalem :  To  this  pur- 
pofe-  is  the  laft  claufe  of  our  text,  they  Jhall  walk 
with  me  in  white^  for  they  are  worthy^  or  meet,  as 
the  word  may  be  rendered,  Col.  i.  12.  Giving  thanks 
unto  the  Father ^  who  bath  made  us  meet  to  be  par^ 
takers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light.  (4.) 
There  is  a  connexion  of  evidence :  Holinefs  or  clean 
garments  is  an  evidence  of  the  foul*^  title  or  claim 
to  glory.  Who  is  the  man  that  Jhall  afcend  into  the 
billofGod^  orwhoJbaUJlandinbis  holy  place?  The 
anfwer  is.  He  that  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure  hearty 
Pfal.  xxiv.  3.  (5.)  There  is  a  connexion  of  lega- 
cy :  Chrift,  by  his  latter  will,  has  enfured  the 
kingdom  to  his  little  remnant  that  keep  their  gar- 
ments clean,  Luke  xxii.  28,  29.  Te  are  they  which 
iave  continued  with  me  in  my  temfftations^  and  I  ap^ 
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pint  unto  you  a  kingdom ^  as  my  Father  bath  appeintea 

unto  me.  * 

The  Sixth  thing  is  the  application.  And  the  firft 
ufe  {hall  be  of  information,  in  thcfe  particulars  j 
( I .)  See  hence,  holinefs  is  to  be  ftudied  and  purfued, 
however  it  may  be  ridiculed,  and  mocked  at  by  a 
profane  world :  For  it  is  they  that  dp  not  defile  their 
garments  Jhall  walk  with  Cbriji  in  white.  The 
blind  world  is  ready  to  imagine  that  the  way  to  hea- 
ven is  not  fo  ftrait  and  narrow  as  minifters  call  it  i 
that  there  needs  not  be  fo  much  ado,  and  ^H  is  but 
a  piece  of  necdlefs  nicety,  precifenefs,  and  the  like : 
But  remember,  firs,  that  ftrift  holinefs  will  carry 
the  day  at  the  long  run ;  and  ye  that  are  for  a  lax 
religion,  and  a  broad  way  to  heaven,  will  at  length 
land  in  hell,  unlefs  mercy  and  repentance  prevent: 
Walk  circumfpe£ily  therefore,  not  as  foolsy  but  as 
wife,  &c.  (2.)  See,  from  this  dodtrine,  that  they 
labour  under  a  damnable  miftake,  who  think  or  fay, 
that  it  is  a  vain  or  unprofitable  thing  toferve  the  Ijordy 
and  to  keep  his  way  \  for  they  that  walk  with  Chrifi 
here,  fhall  partake  of  his  glory  hereafter :  Godlinefs, 
faith  the  apoftle,  is  great  gain,  having  the  promife  of 
the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come. 
Religion  carries  a  reward  in  its  bofom,  befide  the  re- 
ward that  is  prepared  for  the  faints  in  the  life  to  come. 
In  keeping  of  thy  commandments,  fays  David,  there 
is  great  reward-,  0  how  great  is  the  goodnefs  thou  haft 
laid  up  for  them  that  fear  thee  I  &c.  Eye  hath  not 
feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart 
of  man,  the  thivgs  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them 
that  love  him,  i  Cor.  ii.  9.  (3!)  We  may  fee,  that 
gofpeUpurity  and  holinefs  is  not  fach  a  common 
thing  as  the  world  apprehend  \  for  there  are  but  a 
few  nam:s^  few  perfons  that  are  helped  to  keep  their 
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garments  clean.  My  friends,  beware  of  taking  every 
thing  for  holinefs^  that  has  the  (hadow  and  appear* 
ance  of  it :  Some  are  ready  to  think,  that  their  gar- 
ments are  clean  enough,  if  they  keep  free  of  grofs 
icandalous  outbreakings,  fuch  as  lying,  fwearing, 
fteaVmg,  uncleannefs,  and  the  like ;  but  the  proud 
Pharifee  came  this  length,  who  faid,  GW,  /  thank 
tbee^  I  am  not  as  other  men  ^  I  am  no  extortioner^ 
adulterer^  or  injurious  perfon^  &c.  Some  think 
their  garments  clean  if  they  be  moral  in  their  walk, 
juft  in  their  dealings  between  man  and  man ;  I  wi(h 
indeed  there  were  more  morality  among  thefe  that 
profefs  the  name  of  Chrift :  But,  O  firs,  mere  mo- 
rality, in  the  higheft  degree  now  attainable,  comes 
infinitely  fhort  of  the  nature  of  true  holincfs,  it  is 
quite  another  thing}  and  to  put  morality  in  the 
room  of  gofpel-holinefs,  is  in  efFedl  to  renounce 
Chrift  and  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  to  run  back 
to  Adam*s  covenant  for  life  and  falvation.  Some 
think  their  garments  clean  enough,  becaufe  of  fome 
per/bnal  reformation  that  they  have  made  in  their 
outward  walk,  they  have  left  off  lying,  fwearing,* 
drunkennefs,  uncleannefs,  and  the  like:  But  this 
will  not  amount  to  true  holinefs ;  Hcrod^  he  re- 
formed his  life,  and  did  many  things  through  the  mi- 
nifiry  of  John  the  Baptiji^  and  yet  beheaded  him  at 
lall.  Some  reckon  upon  their  diligence  in  the  out- 
u'ard  duties  of  religion  y  they  read,  hear,  pray, 
communicate,  and  run  the  round  of  outward  per- 
formances, and  thereupon  conclude,  that  they  are 
holy  perfons  :  but  who  more  diligent  in  the  exter- 
nals of  religion  than  the  Pharifees,  whofafled  twice 
a  weeky  and  gave  tythes  of  all  that  they  pojjcffed?  And 
yet  Chrift  (ells  us,  except  our  rigbteoujhefs  exceed  the 
rjghtcaujnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Phartfecs,  ive  cannot 

C  4  enter 


3^4  God^i  little  remnant 

enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  fo  that  I  fiqr, 
gofpel-holinefs  is  no  common  thing.  (4.)  Sec  henoe> 
that  the  divifion  of  mankind,  and  particularly  of 
thcfe  that  live  in  the  vifible  church,  between  Chrift 
and  the  Devil,  is  very  unequal  as  to  the  number  | 
for  the  greateft  part,  even  of  the  vifible  churchy  go 
to  the  Devil's  fhare,  for  there  are  but  a  few  in  Sar* 
dis^  that  do  not  defile  their  garments ;  Chrift's  flock  is 
a  little  Jlocky  Til  take  them^  one  of  a  city^  and  two  tf 
a  family  or  tribe^  and  bring  them  to  Zion.  It  is 
true,  they  will  be  a  great  company,  and  make  a 
goodly  appearance,  when  they  (hall  be  gathered  by 
the  angels  from  the  four  winds  of  heaven ;  but  yet 
they  are  only  like  the  gleanings  after  the  vintage^  in 
comparifon  of  the  vaft  multitudes  of  mankind,  that 
run  in  the  broad  way  to  deftrudion.  (5.)  See  hence^ 
what  it  is  that  fwcetens  the  pale  couptenancc  of  the 
king  of  terrors  to  believers ;  it  is  this,  they  fee,  that 
after  death  they  will  be  admitted  to  walk  with  Cbriji 
in  white.  This  made  the  apoftle  to  long  fo  vehe- 
mently for  his  diflblution,  faying,  I  have  a  defre  ta 
depart^  and  to  be  with  Chriji :  Faith's  views  and 
profpeS  of  this  makes  the  believer  to  triumph  over 
death  as  a  vanquifhed  and  flain  enemy,  faying,  O 
death  /  where  is  thy  Jiing  ?  O  grave  /  where  is  thy 
vifiory?  (6.)  See  hence  what  they  may  expe<fl  af- 
ter death,  who  habitually  wallow  in  the  puddle  of 
fin.  It  is  only  they  that  have  clean  garments^  that 
P^allwalk  with  Chrift  in  glory;  and  therefore  it  in- 
evitably follows,  that  the  gates  of  glory  will  be  ftiut 
upon  you,  Rev.  xxi.  laft.  ^here  jhall  in  no  wife  en^ 
ter  into  it  any  thing  that  defleth^  neither  whatfoever 
wprketh  abomination^  or  maketh  a  lye-,  and  v.  8.  of  the 
fame  chapter,  the  fearful^  the  unbelieving^  and  the 
abominable^  and  murderers^  an4  ivboremongers^  and 
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Jbrcerers^  and  idolaters ^  and  alllyars^  JhaU  have  their 
part  in  the  hie  which  bumeth  with  fire  and  brimjlone. 
O  firs!  ye  that  live  and  die  in  this  condition,  with 
the  guilt  and  filth  of  fin  lying  on  your  conrciences» 
ye  will  find  a  fting  in  death  which  will  flick  in  your 
fouls  through  eternity ;  for  it  is  only  God's  little 
remnant,  wbofe  garments  are  wajhed  and  made  white 
in  the  bhad  of  the  lamb^  that  (hall  triumph  v^ith  him 
in  glory;  while  ye  that  wallow  in  fin  now,  (hall  be 
found  weltring  in  the  flanoies  of  Tophet.  (7.)  See 
hence,  that  honefty  is  the  befi:  policy  in  a  declining 
time,  for  it  is  only  the  honefi-hearted  remnant  that 
fhall  walk  with  Chrift  above.  Keep  God^s  ways, 
firs,  whatever  come,  and  beware  of  finful  fhifts  to 
ihun  the  crols :  7hey  that  walk  uprightly  Jhall  walk 
furefy  I  whereas  they  who  think  to  (hun  danger  by 
fhifung  duty,  they  really  run  themfelves  into  greater 
danger  and  inconveniencies  than  thefe  which  they 
imagined  to  avoid. 

Use  2^,  may  be  of  lamentation^  That  there  are 
fb  many  foul  garments  among  us  at  this  day.  Alas, 
firs,  may  we  not  fay,  that  there  are  but  a  few  names 
in  Scotland^  that  have  not  defiled  their  garments  with 
the  corruptions  and  pollutions  of  the  time  ?  All 
ranks  have  corrupted  their  ways,  magiftrates,  mini-* 
flers  and  people.  May  not  the  charader  which  God 
gave  of  IJrael  of  old,  be  too  juftly  applied  to  us, 
Ifai.  i.  4.  7hat  we  are  a  Jinful  nation^  a  people  laden 
with  iniquity  y  a  feed  of  evil-doer s^  children  that  are 
corrupters^  who  have  provoked  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  to 
anger y  and  are  gone  away  backward?  I  cannot  now 
ftand  to  (hew  wherein  we  have  defiled  our  garments: 
has  not  the  land  been  defiled  with  the  blood  of  many 
of  the  faints  of  God  under  the  late  reigns,  from 
wliich  it  is  not  as  yet  purged  ?    Is  not  the  whole 
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knd  defiled  with  breach  of  folema  national  engage* 
ments,  while  thefe  folemn  covenants  have  been 
icandaloufly  burnt  in  the  capital  city  of  the  nation, 
and  that  by  the  countenance  and  command  of  au- 
thority ?  And  are  there  not  many  at  this  d^y  amongfl: 
us,  who  profefs  to  be  of  the  communion  of  the 
church  of  Scotland^  that  do  renounce  and  difown 
the  obligation  of  thefe  folemn  ties  ?  Are  not  many 
defiling  their  garments  with  Arminian  and  Socinian, 
Jherefies ;  others  with  a  fuperftitious  worfliip,  which, 
to  the  reproach  of  our  holy  religion,  is  tolerated  a-, 
mong  us  by  law  ?  Have  not  many  defiled  their  gar- 
xpents  in  our  land,  with  a  cuilomary  fwearing  by 
the  name  of  God;  others  by  juggling  with  God  in- 
the  matter  of  folemn  oaths,  abjuring  a  popifh  pre- 
tender, with  a  defign  to  put  themfelves  in  a  better 
capacity  to  do  him  fervice,  and  promote  his  intereft  ? 
Others  have,  even  in  this  province,  lately  defiled, 
their  garments,  by  putting  their  hands  to  fcanda- 
lous  libels,  by  way  of  addrefs  to  the  fovereign, 
wherein  they  rcprefent  minifters  as  rebels  againft  au- 
thority, for  appointing  fails,  and  preaching  againfl: 
the  fins  of  the  time;  and  for  giving  warning  to 
people  of  the  tokens  of  God's  anger  that  are  vifible 
among  us:  And,  alas!  may  we  not  all  lament  that 
we  have  defiled  our  garments,  by  the  breach  of  fa-, 
cramental  and  fick-bed  vows?  But  I  mud  not  (land 
on  thefe  things. 

Use  3^/,  is  of  trial  and  examination.  Try,  firs, 
whether  you  be  among  God's  little  remnant,  that 
are  keeping  their  garments  clean^  when  all  round 
about  you  are  defiling  themfelves;  and,  for  your 
trial,  I  offer  you  the  few  following  marks  of  God V) 
remnant,  (.i.)  God's  remnant  are  a  people  unto, 
whom  Chriji  is  exceeding  precious  j    his  very  n<ime. 
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fs  unto  tbem  as  ointment  poured  forth  ^^  they  love  to 
hear  of  him,  they  love  to  fpeak  of  him,  and  their 
meditations  of  him  arefweet ;  the  dejire  of  their  foul 
is  unto  bimy  and  the  remembrance  of  Ins  namey  and 
they  are  nady  to  fay  with  David^  whom  have  I  in 
heaven  ha  thee?  &c.   or,  v^ith  Paulj  I  count  all 
things  tut  kfSf  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
Cbnfi  Jejus  my  Lord.    (2.)  God's  remnant  are  a 
people  that  do  not  reckon  themfelves  at  home 
whue  they  are  here  on  earth :  This  is  not  their 
proper  country,  but  they  look  for  a  better  country^ 
that  is^  an  heavenly,  Heb^xi.    They  bok  for  a  city 
that  has  foundations  J  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God. 
See  this  to  be  the  chara&er  of  God's  remnant^ 
Heb.  xir  13.   The  Apoftle  tells  us  of  thefe  worthies, 
That  they  confejfed  they  were  fir  angers  and  pilgrims 
on  the  earth :   This  confeflion  David  makes,  PfaL 
cxix.  19,  I  am  a  flranger  in  the  earthy  hide  not  thy 
ammandments  from  me.     So  then,  firs,  if  your  home 
be  here,  ye  are  none  of  God*s  remnant,  if  your 
thoughts  and  affedlions  be  confined  within  the  nar- 
row limits  of  time.     God's  remnant  are  a  people 
that  are  coming  up  from  the  wildemefs ;    they  are  al- 
ways afcending  and  mounting  heavenward,  in  their 
afFedions  and  dcfircs :  They  look  not  at  the  things 
that  arefeen^  but  the  things  that  are  not  feen.     (3.) 
God's  remnant  are  a  people  that  fpeak  and  think 
much  on  God  j  fee  this  to  be  their  charadter,  MaL 
iii.  16.  Then  they  that  feared  the  Lord  fpake  often  one 
to  another ;  and  a  book  of  remembrance  was  written 
for  them  that  feared  the  Lordy  and  thought  on  bis 
name.     Try  yourfelvcs  by  this  :  It  is  the  charad:er 
of  the  wicked^  that  God  is  not  in  all  their  thoughts ; 
and  he  is  as  feldom  in  their  mouths,  except  in  a 
way  of  prophanation :    But  God's  remnant,  I  fay, 

they 


28  Gods  little  remnant 

they  think  much  on  Godj  and  the  thoaghts  of 
God,  O  how  precitmi  are  they  unto  their  fouls! 
Pfal.  cxxxix.  and  tmt  of  the  abundance  of  their  bearH 
their  mmtthsfpeak  honourably  and  reverently  of  him. 
iThey  will  fpeak  to  one  another  of  his  word,  of  his 
works,of  his  providences,and  of  his  ordinances;  their 
lips  are  like  lillies  dropping  fweet  fmelling  myrrhe.  (4.) 
God's  remnant  are  a  praying  people.  Pfcd.  xxiv. 
Sn&ij  is  the  generation  that  feek  thy  face^  O  Jacob  i 
or,  O  God  of  Jacob;  whereas  it  is  given  as  the  cha- 
rader  of  the  wicked,  Pfal.  xiv.  That  they  call  not 
upon  God  I  they  either  live  m  the  total  negled  of 
this  duty,  or,  if  they  do  it  at  all,  it  is  in  a  hypo- 
critical, formal  and  overly  manner :  But  God's  rem- 
nant, they  feek  the  face  of  God,  they  feek  him 
with  fervency,  with  truth  in  the  inward  parts ; 
they  feek  him  belie vingly,  they  feek  him  conflant- 
ly  and  perfeveringly,  which  the  hypocrite  will  not 
do.  Job  xxvii.  10.  fFill  he  delight  bimfelf  in  the 
jUmighty^  WiUhe  always  call  upon  God?  (5.)  God's 
remnant  are  a  mourning  people :  They  mourn  over 
their  own  fins  in  the  firft  place,  Ezek.  vii.  16.  7i&^ 
remnant  of  Jacob  that  efcape^  they  Jhall  be  on  the 
mountains  like  doves  of  the  vallies^  every  one  mourning 
for  their  iniquity.  They  mourn  over  the  errors 
of  thei^  hearts,  and  the  iniquity  of  their  lives^  and 
ore  ready  to  cry  out,  innumerable  evils  have  compaf 
fed  me  about ^  mine  iniquities  have  taken  bold  on  me^ 
ice.  and  then  they  mourn,  not  only  for  their  own 
perfonal  fins,  but  for  publick  fins ;  the  fins  of  others, 
whereby  the  land  is  defiled :  Rivers  of  waters  run 
down  mine  eycSy  becaufe  they  keep  not  thy  laiw  j  /  be- 
held tranfgreffors^  and  was  grieved.  That  this  ia 
the  charader  of  God's  remnant,  ye  may  fee  from 
E^k.  ix*  4*  Go  through  the  city^  and  fet  a  mark  on 
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tbefire-beaJs  of  tl^  men  that  Jigh^  and  that  cry  for 
all  the  abominations  done  in  the  midft  of  it.  And 
then  they  mourn  for  the  calamities  and  defolati- 
ons  of  Zioif,  HX>hen  they  fee  the  bear  out  of  the  nvoodp 
wafting  her^  and  the  wild  beafts  out  of  the  forefi  de-^ 
vauring  her.  Pfal.  cxxxvii.  i.  By  the  rivers  of  Ba- 
bylon we  fat  down  and  wept  when  we  remembred 
Zion.  And  then  they  mourn,  when  they  fee  or-- 
dioances  corrupted,  or  God's  candleftick  in  any  mea- 
fare  removed,  the  Lord's  people  deprived  of  their 
wonted  freedom  and  liberty  in  waiting  upon  himi 
in  thefe  galleries,  Zeph.  iii.  18.  7  will  gather  them 
that  arejhrtoufulfor  thefolemn  ajembfyy  unto  whom 
the  reproach  of  it  was  a  burden.  (6.)  God's  rem- 
nant are  a  people  that  will  rather  venture  upon  fuf- 
fering  than  finning  ^  they  rather  venture  to  run 
the  rifque  of  difpleafing  kings  and  queens,  poten« 
tates  and  parliament,  than  venture  upon  the  dif* 
pleafing  of  God ;  they  c^  rather  venture  on  the 
rack  of  outward  torments,  than  upon  the  rack  of  an 
accufing  confcience.  See  this  to  be  the  chara6ler 
of  God's  remnant  in  the  three  children^  Dan.  iii.  &c. 
and  Mofes^  Heb.  xi.  27.  forfook  Egypt,  not  fearing 
the  wrath  of  the  King.  Many  other  marks  of  God's 
remnant  might  be  infifted  upon  ^  they  are  a  people 
that  cannot  live  without  Chrift,  and  fellowfliip  and 
communion  with  him,  Cant.  ii\.  i.  Job  xxWi.  2*  O 
that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  bim^  that  I  might  eome 
even  to  bis  feat !  They  are  people  that  will  not  reft 
in  their  attainments,  but  prels  towards  the  utter- 
moft  of  grace  and  holinefs,  Phil.  iii.  12.  They  prefs 
after  more  nearnefs  unto  Chrift,  Cant.viu.  i.  They 
love  holinefs  for  itfelf,  Pfal  cxix.  140.  Chrift  for 
himfelf ;  yea,  they  love  heaven  for  Chrift  and  ho- 
linefs :  In  a  word,  they  love  holinefs,  be  the  event 
what  will.  Uss 


30  Gois  little  remnant 

Use  4/i&,  is  of  exhortation.  Is  it  fo,  thit  Gdd'ft 
remnant,  who  are  privileged  to  walk  with  Chriji 
in  wbite^  are  fuch  as  keep  their  garments  clean  ? 
O  then  1  let  me  exhort  all  hearing  me,  particularly 
you  who  have  been  profefling  yourfelves  among  th^ 
number  of  God's  remnant  by  drawing  near  to  him 
in  the  holy  ordinance  of  his  fupper:  Let  me^  I  fay, 
exhort  you  to  keep  your  garments  clean ;  be  exhort- 
ed to  the  ftudy  of  true  gofpel-holinefs,  both  in  heart 
and  life.  And  by  way  of  motive,  I  would  have  you 
to  coniider  thefe  following  things* 

Motive  ifi,  Confi^er,  that  ye  arc  in  continual 
hazard  of  defiling  your  garments.  Ye  are  ^n  dan-^ 
ger  fi-om  every  quarter  .5  as,  Firft^  Ye  arc  In  dan-* 
ger  from  the  world,  there  are  many  things  in  the 
world  that  are  of  a  very  defiling  and  polluting  na-« 
ture ;  there  are  many  polluting  opinions  broai:hed 
in  the  world,  which  go  very  glib  away  with  na-^ 
ture,  and  which  nature:  is  very  readv  to  catch  at 
and  embrace  s  as,  that  God  is  altogemcr  made  up 
of  mercy,  and  will  never  damn  any  of  his  crea- 
tures; that  Chrift  died  for  all;  that  morality  runs 
parallel  with  grace;  that  an  empty  profefiion  is 
enough  to  fave  people ;  that  it  is  better  to  keep 
the  body  whole,  than  the  confcience  pure ;  that  to 
be  zealous  for  religion,  is  to  be  righteous  over* 
much. '  Thefe  and  many  other  opinions  are  of  a 
polluting  nature ;  and  we  are  in  danger  of  defiling 
ourfelves  with  them.  And  then  the  examples  of 
the  world  are  very  infedious,  the  examples  of  magi* 
Urates  and  minifters,  as  ye  fee  from  Hof.  v.  i .  Hear 
ye  tbiSi  O  priefts  ;  give  ear ^  O  boufe  of  the  king ^  be^ 
caufeye  have  been  afnare  in  Mifpah,  and  a  netfpread 
upon  Tabor.  And  then  ye  are  in  danger  from  the 
example  of  profcffors,  who  perhaps  have  a  great 
name  for  religion  in  the  church  of  God  ;  O !  will. 
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ye  fay,  fuch  a  man  doth  fo  and  fo ;  and  why  may 
not  I  do  it  alfo  ?  But  remember,  firs,  that  there 
are  many  hypocrites  in  the  church  of  God,  that 
go  under  a  mafk  of  religion  \  and  fuppoiing  them 
CO  have  the  reality  of  grace,  yet  they  may  be  un- 
der a  ipiritaal  decay,  they  .may  be  fadly  deferted 
of  God  s  and  do  ye  think,  that  in  this  cafe  they 
are  to  be  imitated  ?  And .  befides,  fuppofe  them  to 
be  never  fuch  eminent  perfons,  yet  according  to  the 
Apoftle's  direction,  we  are  to  be  followers  of  tbenty 
no  further  than  they  are  fgllonx^ers  of  Cbrift.  And 
befides,  we  are  in  danger  from  the  frowns  and  flat-* 
tcries  of  the  world ;  if  the  world  cannot  get  us  al- 
lured into  fin  by  its  enticing  promifes,  it  will  ftudy 
to  drive  us .  into  a  compliance,  by  threats  of  trou- 
ble and  pcrfecution.  Thus,  I  fay,  we  are  in  im- 
minent danger  from  the  woold  ;  the  apoftle  Ja?nes 
exhorts  us  to  keep  ourjelves,  unjpotted  from  the  worlds 
Chap.  i.  laft.  7,dly^  Ye  are  in  danger  from  Satan, 
that  fubtle  and  malicious  enemy,  that  goes  about  as 
a  roaring  lion^  feeking  whom  he  may  devour ;  he  waits 
for  your  baitings  and  is  always  ready  to  trip  up  your 
heels ;  and  I  aflure  you,  firs,  if  ye  h.ive  got  any 
love-token  from  the  Lord  at  this  occafion,  this 
enemy  will  da. his  beft,  or  worft  rather,  to  deprive 
you  of  it.  It  was  but  a  little  after  Peter  had  been 
fcaftingwithChrift,  at  this  holy  ordinance  of  the 
liipper,  that  Chrift  told  him,  Luke  xxii.  3 1 .  Simon^ 
Simony  Satan  hath  fought  to  winnow  thee  as  wheat '; 
and  therefore  ye  had  need  to  be  on  your  guard  as  to 
this  enemy,,  and  labour  not  to  be  ignorant  of  his 
4levices.  ^^fyy  ^^  ^^^  ^^  danger  of  defiling  your 
garments,  from  your  own  hearts.  My  friends, 
would  not  that  city  be  cxpofcd  to  great  danger, 
which  is  not  only  befieged  with  an  army  from 

without. 
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without,  but  has  a  ftrong  and  powerful  party  with* 
in,  that  keeps  a  correfpondence  with  the  enemy 
without,  and  is  ready  to  comply  with  all  his  de- 
mands ?  Juft  fo  is  it  with  us ;  we  are  riot  only  be- 
fieged  with  the  world,  and  with  Satan,  who  are 
our  enemies  without ;  but  there  is  a  ftrong  party 
of  indwelling  fin  and  corruption  within  us,  that  is 
ready  upon  all  occafions  to  betray  us  into  our  ene* 
mies  hands.  This  made  David  cry  out,  nobo  can 
tmUerJland  his  errors  ?  and  Paul,  ^wretched  man  that  I 
am,  nvbo  nvill  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  f 
So  much  for  the  firft  motive. 

Motive  2d,  By  keeping  your  garments  clean, 
ye  comply  and  fall  in  with  God's  great  deGgn  in 
all  his  difpenfations  towards  you,  whether  more 
immediate,  or  mediate.  God's  great  end  in  all  ]$» 
to  bring  his  people  to  the  ftudy  of  gofpel-piuity 
and  holinefs  ;  this  is  the  defign  of  his  eleding  fome 
of  the  poftcrity  of  Adam,  from  all  eternity,  Epb^ 
i.  4.  He  bath  chofen  us  in  bim,  before  the  founda^ 
iion  of  the  world,  that  wejkould  be  holy,  and  without 
blame  before  bim  in  love.  It  is  a  very  foolifli  way  of 
arguing,  that  fome  people  have,  if  I  be  eledted  I 
(hall  be  faved,  let  me  Uveas  I  lift  -,  for  God,  like  all 
other  wife  agents,  not  only  decrees  the  end,  but  the 
means  leading  unto  that  end  :  Now,  holinefs  is  the 
king's  high- way,  in  which  he  has  ordained  and 
decreed  to  bring  the  eleft  to  glory,  2  7i&^  il  13. 
God  bath  chofen  us  from  the  begimiing  unto  Jahation^ 
through  fan&if  cation  of  the  fpirit,  and  belief  of  the 
truth.  This  is  the  defign  of  redemption :  Chrift 
did  not  die,  firs,  to  purchafe  a  latitude  to  us  to 
fin  ;  no,  no,  ^itus  ii.  14.  He  gave  himfelf  fw-  us, 
to  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  him^ 
felf  a  peeuliar  people,  zealous  of  gbod  works.  This 
3  i« 
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k  the  defign  of  our  creation  :  Why  did  ye  get  a 
being,  but  that  ye  might  glorify  and  ferve  God? 
Vhis  ptople  have  I  formed  for  tnyfelfj  that  they  may 
Jbew  forth  tAy  prdifes.  And  this  ;s  not  only  the 
defign  of  our  firft,  but  of  our  fecond  creation  i 
For  be  hath  created  us  in  Chriji  unto  good  works. 
This  is  the  defign  of  our  efFedual  calling ;  For  God 
ias  mi  called  us  unto  unckannefs^  but  unto  holinefs  ; 
CO,  he  bathfaved  us,  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calU 
ing.  This  is  the  defign  of  the  whole  word  of  God: 
Why  hits  God  privileged  us  with  his  fiatutes  and 
teftimonies,  but  that  they  be  a  light  to  cur  feetj  and 
a  lamp  to  our  path^  to  keep  us  out  of  the  polluting 
ways  of  fin  ?  Pfal.  c*ix,  9.  Whereby  fhall  a  young 
man  cleanfe  his  way^  but  by  taking  heed  thereunto^ 
according  to  thy  word?  This  is  the  defign  of  the  pro- 
tnifes  df  the  word  ;  however  carnal  pcrfons  may 
make  the  promifes  a  pillow  df  fecurity,  yet  God*s 
defign  in  giving  them,  is  to  excite  his  people  to 
keep  clean  garments,  2  Cor.  vii.  i.  Dearly  beloved^ 
bavihg  thefe  promifes^  let  us  cleanfe  ourf elves  frcm  all 
filthinefs  ofthejlefh  and  fpiritj  perfeSling  holinefs  in 
the  fear  of  God.  This  is  the  defign  of  the  threat- 
nings  of  the  word,  that  fo  men,  knowing  the  terror 
of  Godj  may  be  perfuaded  to  keep  at  a  diftance  from 
fin,  the  abominable  thing  that  his  foul  hatesy  and  may 
not  defile  their  garments  therewith.  This  is  the 
defigh  of  all  providences  whereby  God  cxercifes  his 
people ;  why  doth  God  caft  thee  into  the  furnace, 
O  man  ?  His  defign  is  to  purge  away  thy  drofs^  Ifai. 
xxvii.  9.  By  this  therefore  fl^alhthe  iniquity  of  Jacob 
be  purgedy  and  this  is  all  the  fruity  to  take  away  his 
Jin  J  the  Lord  chaflem  uSy  that  we  may  be  partakers 
of  Ins  bolinefsy  Heb.  xii.  10.  This  is  the  defign  not 
only  of  croft,  but  of  favourable  providences;  the- 
Vox,.  11.  D  goodnefs 
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goodnefs  ofGcdJhould  lead  us  to  repentance^  and  tay* 
a  deep  obligation  on  us  to  ftand  off  from  fin,  which 
is  ofFcnfive  to  our  gracious  bencfadtor.     This  is  the 
defign,  not  only  of  all  providences,  but  of  all  or- 
dinances, and  of  the  whole  difpeniation  of  the  grace 
of  God   in   the   gofpel,  Tit.xu    ii,  12.     For  the 
grace  of  God  that  bringetb  falvation^  bath  appeared 
vnto  ell  men,  teaching  us,  that  denying  ungodUneJs 
and  worldly  lujls^  we  Jhould  live  foberly^  righteoujly^ 
and  godly y  in  this  prejent  world.     This  is  the  deiign^ 
not  only  of  the  preaching  of  the  word,  but  of  the  ad-- 
miniftration  of  the  facraments :  In  baptifm,  we  are 
folemnly  devoted  to  the  fervicc  of  God,  andar€  en- 
gaged to  walk  as  thofe  that  are  called  by  the  name  of 
Cbrijly  who  are  bound  to  depart  from  iniquity :  And^ 
in  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  (upper,  we  foleoinly 
renew,  before  God,  angels  and  men,  our  baptUmal 
engagements,  and  fwear  to  keep  our  garmeiM  clean 
from  the  pollution  of  fin,  and  that  by  laying  our 
hands  on  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord  Jefus* 
This  is   the  defign  of  every  frown,  and  of  every 
fmile.     Doth  God  at  any  time  fill  thee  with  joy  and 
peace  in  believing  ?  Lifts  he  up  the  light  of  bis  couf^e^ 
nance  upon  thee?  The  language  of  this  is,  O  do  not 
defile  thy  garments !  God  will  Jpeak  peace  unto  bis 
people y  and  to  bis  faints  ;  but  let  them  not  return  again 
to  Jolly.     And  why  doth  God  at  any  time  bide  bis 
facey  and  leave  thee  in  the  dark,  but  to  engage  thee 
to  more  tendernefs  in  time  to  come,  in  keeping  at 
9.  diftance  from  thefe  pollutions,  whereby  he  has 
been  provoked  to  forfake  thee  ?  Thus,  I  fay,  if  ye 
do  not  keep  your  gt]|rments  clean,  ye  counteraft  the 
great  defign  of  God  in  all  his  difpenfations  towards 
you :  How  dangerous  is  it  to   be  found  fighting 
a^ainft  God  ? 

Motive 
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Motive  3//,    Confider  the   diftnal   efFedls  that 
will  follow  upon"^  your    defiling   your    garments. 
Firfi^  Ye    will  ruin    your  reputation,    and  render 
your  names  unfavoury  in  the  world ;  and  this  is  no 
fmall  lofs ;  for,  a  good  name ^  fays  Solomon,  is  as  pre-- 
cious  ointment^  and   renders   a  man  capable  to  do 
fcrvice  unto  God  in  his  day  and  generation.     Prov. 
\\.  33.  it  is  faid  of  the  adulterer^  A  wound  and  dif^ 
honour /hall  be  get,  and  bis  reproach  Jhall  not  be  wiped 
away.     When  profeffors  of  religion  or  minifters  de- 
file their  garments  by  fin,  efpecially  fins  of  a  pub- 
lic nature,  they  wound   their  reputation,  bring  a 
reproach  upon  themfelves,  that  is  not  cafily  wiped 
away  ;  and,  not  only  fo,  but  make  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  in  their  mouths,  to  be  contemned  and  de- 
fpifed.     Ye  may  read  a  fcripture  for  this,  Mai  ii. 
0,  9.     It  is  fpoicen  of  the  priefts  of  that  day,  Teare 
departed  out  of  the  way :  Te  bave  caufed  many  tofium-- 
bte  at  the  law :  Te  bave  corrupted  the  covenant  of 
Levi,  faith  the  Lord  of  hojis.     therefore  have  I  alfo 
made  you  contemptible  and  bafe  before  all  the  people^ 
according  as  ye  have  ?iot  kept  my  ways,  but  have  been 
partial  in  the  law.      Secondly,  Ye  will  (lain  and 
pollute  your  fouls,  which  ye  ought  to  keep  pure  as 
a  holy  temple  unto  God ;  and  how    dangerous  a 
thing  this  is,  ye  may  fee  from  i  Cor.  lii.  ij.    Know 
ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Jpi^ 
'  rit  of  God  dwelletb  in  you  ?  If  any  man  defile  the  temple 
of  God,  bim  fhall  God  dejlroy.     My  friends,  ye  have 
been  folemnly   confecrating  your   fouls  and  bodies 
unco  God,  as  his  temple;  and,  if  any  of  you  (hall 
after  this  return  with  the  dog  to  bis  vomit,  and  with 
the  fow  that  feemed  to  be  wajhedy  to  wallow  again  in 
the  piddle  of  fin,  ye  run  a  very  dreadful  rifque.  Ut- 
ter deftruAion  from  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory 
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of  his  prefence,  is  abiding  all  thefe  that  are  hypo* 
critcs  in  heart ;  and  dreadful  temporal  deflrudion 
from  the  Lord^  may  overtake  even  his  own  chil- 
dren, v/ho  do  defile  their  garments  :  Far  this  caufe 
many  are  Jkk  and  weakly^  and  many  Jleep.  TbirJ/y, 
Ye  will  break  your  peace  and  marr  your  comfort ; 
if  you  keep  not  your  garments  clean^  you  may  pro- 
voke the  Lord  to  fill  you  with  terrors,  and  to  caft 
fuch  a  fpark  of  hell-fire  into  your  bofoms,  as  (hall 
make  vou  roar  and  cry  out  of  Sroien  bones^  with 
David^  or  with  Joby  The  arrows  of  the  Almighty 
are  within  me^  the  poifon  thereof  drinketh  up  my  fpi^ 
rits.  Fourthly^  Ye  will  ^aft  a  blot  upon  religion, 
and  on  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord,  if  ye  who  have 
been  profefiing  to  own  Chrift  at  his  table  (hall  be 
found  defiling  your  garments,  by  Iving,  fwearing, 
drunkennefs,  or  the  like;  what  will  the  gracelefs 
world  fay  ?  they  will  conclude,  that  profeuors  are 
but  a  company  of  hypocrites  j  that  religion  is  no- 
thing but  a  piece  of  trick  and  impofture :  Ye  will 
be  a  blemifli  to  chriftian  focicty  ;  thefe  arefpots^  fays 
the  apoftle,  in  your  feafts  of  charity ;  and  he  fpeaks 
of  fome,  who  through  their  untendernefs  made 
tj)e  way  of  the  Lord  to  be  evil  Jpoken  of  Fifthly^  Ye 
will  diflionour  Chrift,  that  glorious  mafter,  whom 
ye  have  been  profeffing  to  own  ;  hence  the  Lord 
complains  of  the  children  of  Ifrael^  that  they,  by 
their  wickednefs,  caufed  his  name  to  be  polluted  among 
the  heathen :  David's  fin  made  the  name  of  God  to 
be  blajpbemed  and  reproached.  Sixthly^  By  polluting 
your  garments,  ye  will  offend  the  generation  of  the 
righteous ;  and  it  were  better  for  you^  that  a  miljlone 
were  hanged  about  ^our  necksy  and  ye  cafi  into  the  midji 
of  the  fea^  than  that  ye  Jhould  offend  one  of  Chrift^ $ 
little  ones^    It  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  grieve  the 
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hearts  of  thefe  that  are  dear  unto  God,  for  God 
will  not  grieve  their  hearts ;  and  he  will  refent  if^ 
if  any  other  do  it  by  their  untendernefs.  Seventhly^ 
Ye  will  harden  others  in  their  fins:  When  the  wicked 
{be  profefibrs  or  minifters  going  along  with  them, 
they*  conclude  that  their  way  is  the  beil  of  it,  and 
preferable  unto  the  way  of  religion*  Thus  ye  fe? 
the  difmai  effe£ts  that  will  follow  upon  your  defiling 
your  garments. 

Motive  4/i&,  Confiderthe  great  advantages  that 
fhall  accrue  unto  you  by  keeping  your  garments 
clean,  ifty  It  will  yield  you  great  peace :  Peace  in 
life ;  for,  M  many  as  walk  according  to  this-  ruk^ 
peace  Jball  be  upm  them :  Peace  in  the  midft  of  all 
troubles,  TJii  is  mr  rejoicings  the  teftimony  of  ^ 
good  cindcience :  Peace  at  deaths  PfiiL  xxxvii.  ^y. 
Mark  we  perftB  man^  and  behold  the  upright  ^  for  the 
end  of  that  man  is  peace :  Peace  after  death,  Ifai. 
Irii.  at  the  beginning,  we  are  told.  That  the  rigbte^ 
ms^  at  death,  they  enter  into  peace ^  they  refl  upmi 
their  beds^  each  one  walking  in  his  uprigbtnefs :  Peace 
at  the  laft  judgment ;  it  is  only  the  cleanly  rem- 
nant to  whom  the  Lord  will  fay  then,  Lift  t4p 
your  heads^  for  the  day  of  your  redemption  is  now  come, 
zdlfy  By  keeping  clean  garments,  ye  will  be  in  a 
continual  fitnefs  for  maintaining  fellowfiiip  and 
communion  with  God,  in  any  ordinance  of  his  ap« 
pointment ;  for  it  is  the  man  that  bath  clean  hands, 
4md  apure  heart ,  that  Jball  Jiand  on  GoSs  holy  hilly 
and  have  a  place  in  his  tabernacle  :  And  not  only 
fo,  but  it  will  fill  you  with  a  holy  boldnefs  and 
jconfidence  in  your  approaches  unto  God  in  the  ordi« 
nances  of  his  appointment,  Jobxi.  14,  i^.  Ifini^ 
quity  be  in  thine  hands j  put  it  far  away,  &c.  3^/^, 
The  influences  or  ordinances  will  ilay  the  longer 
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upon  you,  that  ye  keep  your  garments  clean  ;  what 
is  the  reafon,  why  the  imprcffion  of  any  thing  of 
Cod,  t^at  we  meet  with  in  ordinances,  doth  fo  foon 
Vanifh,  like  the'  morning  cloud?  The  reafon  is 
the  untendernefs  of  our  walk ;  we  lie  down  among 
the  pots  of  fin^  and  this  makes  God  to  withdraw 
from  us.  We  read  of  fome  mountains,  that  are 
fo  high,  that  if  men  drew  figures  in  the  fand  upon 
the  tops  of  thexn,  they  will  abide  for  many  years ; 
the  reafon  is,  they  are  fo  high,  that  they  are  above 
the  winds  an4  rains.  O  firs,  if  we  were  living 
and  walking  on  high  with  God,  the  imprefiion  of 
ordinances  would  (lay  longer  with  us  than  they  do. 
4tbly,  By  keeping  your  garments  clean^  ye  will, 
perhaps^,  fave  the  fouls  of  others,  and  commend 
•religion  unto  them  :  Hence  is  that  of  Chrift,  Maf^ 
V.  16.  Let  your  light  fo  JHne  before  men  that 
they  may  fee  your  good  works ^  and  glorify  your  Fa^ 
ther  .which  is  in  heaven.  Sthfy^  By  keeping  your 
garments  clean,  ye  will  find*  more  ftrength  to  keep 
yourfelves,  Itbr  the  way  of  the  Lord  is  flrengtb  to 
the  upright','  if  ye  keep  God's  way,^  he  will  keep 
you  in  the  hour  of  temptation^  Rev.  iii.  10.  God 
will  keep  you  by  his  power  thro'  faith  unto  falva- 
tion.  bthly,  After  a  little  time  is  elapfed,  ye  fhall 
be  clothed  in  white,  and  walk  with  Chrift  in  the 
new  Jerufalem^  according  to  his  promife  in  the 
text. 

Now  I  conclude  all  wiih  dire£lions  znd  acfvices. 
In  order  to  your  keeping  of  your  garments  clean  ; 
(i.)  Be  perfwadcd  of  your  own  utter  inability  to 
keep  your  garments  clean  by  your  own  power> 
or  ihe  ftrength  of  created  grace ;  for  the  way  of 
man  is  not  in  himfelf:  It  is  not  in  man  that  walketb 
to  direSl  his  own  fteps.  (2.)  Take  care  that  ye  be 
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umted  to  Chrift  the  fountain  of  holinefs ;  for  ye 
do  but  wafh  the  Ethiopian^  while  ye  attempt  to 
make  yourfelves  dean  and  holy,  while  ye  grow  on 
die  root  of  ^the  old  Aiam.  Ye  may  indeed  wa(h  the 
oat^fide  of"  the  cup  and  platter,  but  he  will 
remain  filthy  ftiil  in  the  fight  of  God,  till  ye  be 
created  in  Chrift,  the  true  root  of  fandification : 
Can  a  man  gather  grapes  of  thorns^  or  Jigs  of  tbiftles  ? 
the  tree  muft  be  good,  before  the  fruit  be  good«. 
(3.)  Being  united  unto  Chrift,  ye  muft  make  daily 
ufe  of  him  by  faith.  Do  not  think  that  when  ye 
have  firft  believed  in  Chrift,  your  work  is  done ;  No, 
your  life  ntxuft  be  a  life  of  faith ;  by  faith  we  live,, 
by  faith  we  ftand,  by  faith  we  work,  by  faith  we 
fight ;  and,  whatever  we  do  in  word  or  in  deed,  we 
muft  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  Ye  muft 
be  always  building  up  yourfelves  in  the  holy  faith, 
and  going  on  from  faith  to  faith ;  and  whenever  ye 
have  through  infirmity,  or  the  prevalency  of  temp* 
tation,  defiled  your  garments,  be  Aire  to  mn  by 
fiuth  onto  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  that  ye  may  get 
your  hearts  Iprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience.  (4.) 
Set  God  continually  before  you,  and  keep  up  the 
imprefSon  of  his  all  feeing-cyc  on  your  fpirits, 
Tfd.  xvi.  8.  /  bofve  fet  the  Lord  always  before  me  : 
becaufe  he  is  at  my  right  hand^  I  Jhall  not  be 
moved.  (5.)  Be  much  in  viewing  and  meditating 
on  the  difmal  and  terrible  eftei^s  of  fin,  how  it  did 
caft  angels  out  of  heaven,  Adam  out  of  Faradife^ 
and  brought  God's  curfe  upon  all  his  pofterity  ; 
how  it  brought  a  deluge  on  the  old  world,  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  burn  by  fire  and  brimftone  \  how  it 
made  the  earth  to  fwallow  up  Korab^  Datban  and 
jUnram.  (6.)  If  ye  would  keep  your  garments 
(rlpsn,  O  then^  beware  of  going  to  the  utmoft  length 
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cf  chriftian  liberty !  it  is  dangerous  tq  come  too  near 
G\.>d  »  inarches.  We  (hould  take  heed  to  ourfelyes^ 
evtu  in  the  ufe  of  things  that  are  in  themfelyes  lawr 
Jiul ;  many  things  are  lawful,  but  every  thing  law-: 
fill  is  not  at  all  times  expedient.  Ye  (hould  (hun 
every  appearance  of  evil ;  do  not  ftand  in  the  way 
cf  temptations,  or  occafions  of  (in ;  and,  in  parti- 
cular, take  care  to  avoid  evil  company :  For^  can  a 
mm  tjJk^^fire  in  bii  iojbm,  and  bis  clothes  not  be  htrnit 
(7.)  Beware  of  giving  your  confent  and  countenance 
untv>  the  fins  of  others;  for  hereby  ye  (hall  be  par- 
takers with  them  in  their  (ins.  We  may  not  only 
iUlilc  our  garments  by  perfonal  (ins,  but  by  fins  of 
othcfs^s.  when  we  encourage  them  in  an  evil  way, 
when  we  a(rcnt  or  confent  unto  thcm^  or  dp  not 
taithtujly  warn  and  rcproyc  them,  or  endeavour  to 
fcvbiin  them.  (8.)  Be  importupatp  with  God  a^ 
the  thrv>nc  of  grace  for  guidance  and  diredlion : 
fr^  hHleJs  the  Lord  keep  the  city^  the  watchmen  watch 
IN  \WH  \  unlcfs  his  grace  be  fufficient  for  u^,  we 
vrill  fwn  be  carried  down  the  ftrcam  of  temptatioi^ 
amt  corruption  ?  for  the  way  of  man  £5  not  inbimfelfz 
AikI  therefore,  I  fay,  plead  hard  at  the  throne^ 
ihkX  the  Lord  would  keep  you,  who  keeps  the  feet 
vAl  huiVum)  andp  for  this  end,  plead  the  promifc 
k\^\  he  ha»  made  to  his  people,  Jer.  xxxii:  40.  I 
4w//  ftkikft  UH  ifverlqfiing  covenant  with  tbemy  tbat  I 
^iU  fi^t  tkfH  iiiViiyfrom  them^  to  do  them  good\  but 
i  %fiU  ^t  my  fear  in  tbeir  bearts^  that  they  Jhall  not 
M^t  t*\mfw*  Zech.  X.  and  laft.  I  will  Jlrengthen 
:A^  k^  ^^b<  /  Wi  <W  they  Jhall  walk  up  and  down  in 
i<^  um,  t(¥f^  tbt  Lord. 
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The  wind  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  blowing  upon 
the  dry  bones  in  the  valley  of  vifion. 
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pwie  frm  the  four  winds,  O  ^estb,  and  breatbt 
Upon  tbefe  Jlain,  that  they  may  6ve. 

TN  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  the  Lord  in  a 
X  vifion  'brings  the  prophet  Ezekiel  into  a  valley 
fifU  of  dead  mens  bones,  quite  dried  and  withered;^ 
and  aiks  him  the  queftion,  If  he  thought  it  poiTible 
|br  thcfe  dry  bones  to  live?  Thereby  intimating, 
that  althp-  it  was  a  thing  impoilible  with  men,  yet 
it  was  wfily  effedtcd  by  the  almighty  power  of 
God  5  and  to  convince  fiini  of  it,  he  commat^ds  the 
prophet  to  fpeak  unto  the  dry  bones,  and  to  tell 
theni  In  his  name,  that  he  would  make  the  breath 
of  life  to  enter  into  them,  which  accordingly  is 
done;  for  the  prophet  having  in  the  name  of  the 
Jx)rd  called  upon  the  four  winds  to  breathe  upon 
the  dry  bones,  immediately  life  enters  into  them 
and  they  come  together  bone  tp  his  bone,  and  they 
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lived  and  flood  up  upon  their  feet,  and  became  an 
exceeding  great  army.  By  which  vilioa  we  hava 
a  lively  reprefentation  of  a  threefold  refurreftion  (as 
a  late  commentator,  Mr.  Henry  very  well  obferves.) 
(i.)  Of  the  refurreftion  of  the  body  at  the  lafl:  day, 
and  general  refurredlion,  when  God  will  command 
the  earth  to  give  up  its  dead,  and  the  fea  to  give 
up  its  dead ;  and  when  by  the  miniftry  of  an^ls, 
the  dufl:  and  bones  of  the  faints  (halt  be  gathered 
from  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  to  which  they  have 
been  fcattered.  Or,  (2.)  We  have  in  this  vifion  a 
lively  reprefentation  of  the  refurreftioii  of  the  foul 
ftom  the  grave  of  fin,  which  is  efFeded  by  preachr. 
ing,  or  prophefying,  as  the  inftrumental,  and  by  the 
powerful  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  as  thtf 
principal  efficient  caufe  of  it ;  and  the  wind  here 
fpoken  of,  is  plainly  fard  to  be  underftood  of  the 
Spirit,  V.  14. 1  will  put  my  Spirit  mthin  you^  and  ye 
Jhall  live.  Qr,  (3.)  We  have  by  this  vifion,  a  re- 
prefentation of  the  refurrcdlion  of  the  church  of 
God  from  the  grave  of  her  bondage  and  captivity- 
}XX,Baiylon,  under  which  they  were  at  prefent  de^ 
tained;  And  this  indeed  is  the  primary  and  imme-. 
diate  fcope  of  the  vifion,  as  is  plain  from  th^  expli- 
cation that  follows  it,  u  1  J,  12,  13,  14.  However, 
feeing  the  deliverance  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  out 
of  their  Babylonijh  captivity,  was  typical  of  our  fpi- 
ritual  redemption  purchafed  by  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  upon  the  crofs,  and  in  a  day  of  power  ap* 
plied  by  the  mighty  and  powerful  operation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God ;  and  feeing  it  is  this  redemption 
that  we  under  the  gofpcl  are  principally  concerned 
with,  therefore  I  (hall  handle  the  words  that  I  have 
read  under  this  fpiritual  fenfe  and  meaning. 

And  in  them  briefly  we  have,  j.  A  difmal  cafir 
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fuppofed^  and  that  i$  fpiritual  deadnefs.  The  people 
of  God  they  were  not  only  in  bondage  under  their 
enemies,  but  like  wife  their  fouls  were  at  this  time 
in  a  languifhing  condition.  But  of  this  more  after* 
ward. 

2.  We  have  a  biefled  remedy  here  exprefled,  and 
that  is  the  breathings  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  the 
influences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Come  Jrom  the  four 
mnds^  O  breath,  &c.  Now  thefe  influences  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  are  here  defcribcd,  (1.)  From  their 
nature,  held  forth  under  the  notion  and  metaphor  of 
wind.  Come  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath.  There 
are  three  elements,  by  which  the  operations  of  the 
Spirit  are  held  out  to  us  in  fcripture.  Sometimes 
they  are  compared  unto  fire,  Matth.  iii.  He  Jhall 
ba^ize  you  (fpeaking  of  Chrift)  with  the  Holy  Ghofi, 
and  with  fre.  Sometimes  they  are  compared  unto 
water,  Ifai.  xl.  3.  /  will  pour  water  upon  the  thir/ly^ 
and  foods  upon  the  dry  ground.  I  will  pour  my  Spirit 
upon  thy  feed,  &c.  Sometimes  the  influences  of  the 
Spirit  are  held  forth  under  the  metaphor  of  wind,  as 
in  Cant.  iv.  1 6.  Awake,  O  north  wind,  and  come 
tboufiutb,  and  blow  upon  my  garden.  So  here  by  the 
wind,  br  breath,  here  fpoken  of,  we  are  principally 
to  underftand  the  Spirit;  it  is  plainly  declared  to  be 
the  Spirit  of  God  in  v.  14.  of  this  chapter.  I  can- 
not ftand  to  (how  you  the  grounds  of  this  metaphor. 
Wind,  you  know,  is  of  a  clean fing,  cooling,  frudtir 
fying  nature  and  virtue,  adts  freely  and  irrefifliibly. 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  man  to  refift  or  oppofe  tlie 
blowings  of  the  wind ;  fo  the  influences  of  the  Spirit 
they  cleanfe  and  purify  the  heart ;  they  aiUay  the 
ftorms  of  confcience,  make  the  bones  which  were 
broken  to  rejoice ;  they  make  the  foul  to  grow  as  the 
liUy^  and  to  call  forth  its  root#like  Lebanon ;  they 
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render  the  foul  fruitful  like  the  garden  of  God ;  and 
the  Spirit  a<5ts  with  a  fovereign  freedom  and  irrefift* 
ible  efficacy,  as  ye  may  hear  afterwards.  But  (2.) 
Thefe  Influences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  they  are  de- 
icribed  from  their  variety,  four  winds.  Come  from 
the  four  windsj  O  breathy  importing  the  marufold 
infl\iences  and  operations  ctf'this  one  and  eternal  Spi- 
rit. Hence  we  read  of  the  north  and  fouth  wini^ 
Cant*  iv.  1 6.  and  of  the  feven  fpirits  that  are  before 
the  throne  of  God ^  Rev.  v.  6.  (3.)  Thefe  influences 
are  defcribed  from  their  acting  or  operation,  which 
IS  here  called  a  breathing,  breathe  upon  thefe  JIain. 
By  the  ading  of  this  almighty  wind,  our  natural  life 
was  produced  and' formed,  Gen.  ii.  7.  We  are  there 
told,  that  after  God  had  formed  man  of  the  daft  (f 
fhejfroundy  he  breathed  into  his  noJlriU  the  bre^ab  if 
iife\  and  he  became  a  living  foul.  Hence  is  that  of 
Elihuy  Job  xxxiii.  The  Spirit  of  God  bath  made  me^ 
and  the  breath  of  the  jUmighty  bath  given  me  Ufe. 
And  it  is  by  the  influences  of  theiame  Almighty 
breath,  that  our  fouls  are  quickened,  when  dead  in 
trefpaiTes  and  fins,  and  our  fpiritual  life  is  formed 
within  us.  But  then,  (4.)  Thefe  influences  are  de* 
fcri|:>ed  from  the  end  and  eflFeA  of  their  operation, 
hreathe  upon  thefe  flain^  that  they  may  live^  that  is, 
that  the  dry  bones  may  become  living  fouls,  that 
out  of  thefe  flones  children  may  be  raifed  up  to 
-Abraham. 

Now,  from  thefe  words  thus  briefly  explained,  I 
only  oflFcr  you  this  one  obfervation,  namely.  That 
as  the  generality  of  a  church  and  people  in  covenant 
with  God^  may  be  in  a  very  dead  and  languijhing  coi^ 
4ition  as  to  tlieirfouls^  fo  the  breathings  and  inftuencn 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  are  abfibitehf  necejary  for 
their  revival.    Thilis  the  fumdf  what  I  intend 
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from  dicfc  words.  Come  from  the  four  winds,  O 
breathy  and  breathe  upon  tbefe  Jlain,  that  they  may 
live. 

In  difcourfing  upon  this  doArine,  I.  I  fhall  fpeak 
a  little  unto  this  deadnefs,  which  is  incident  unto  a 
pec^le  externally  in  covenant  with  God.  II.  Unto 
the  influences  or  breathings  of  the  wind  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  which  arc  fo  abfolutely  neceffary  in  order 
to  their  revival.  III.  Touch  at  that  life  which  is 
effected  by  thefe  breathings.  IV.  I  fhall  make  ap- 
plication. 

I.  I  fay,  I  would  fpeak  a  little  unto  this  dead- 
hefs,  which  is  incident  unto  a  people  externally  in 
covenant  with  God.  And  here,  i .  I  (hall  only  give 
you  feme  of  its  kinds.  2.  Some  of  the  caufes  of  it« 
3.  Some  of  the  fymptoms  of  it. 

liYi^firft  thing  is,  to  give  you  fome  kinds  of  dead- 
nefi.  Know  then  in  general,  that  there  is  a  two- 
fold death ;  one  is  pr6per  and  natural,  the  other  is 
improper  apd  metaphorical.  Deaths  properly  fo 
called,  is  a  thing  fo  well  known,  that  'tis  needlefs 
for  me  to  tell  you  what  it  is ;  there  is  none  of  us 
all,  but  we  fhall  know  it  experimentally  within  a 
little  time ;  for  ;/  is  appointed  for  every  man  once  to 
die.  The  grave  is  a  houfe  appointed  for  all  living, 
and  therefore  with  Joby  we  may  fay  to  corruption^ 
tbm  art  our  father^  Hind  to  the  worm,  thou  art  our  bro^ 
iber  andjifter.  But  this  is  not  the  death  I  now  fpeak 
of;  and  therefore,  2.  There  is  a  death  which  is  ina- 
proper  or  metaphorical,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  a 
difeafe  or  diftcmper  of  the  foul,  whereby  it  is  ren^ 
dered  unmeet  and  uncapable  for  holy  and  fpiritual 
exerciies;  and  this  again  is  twofold,  cither  total  or 
partial,  (i.)  There  is  a  total  death  incident  unto 
the  wicked  and  ungodly^  who  are  flark  dead,  and 
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have  nothing  df  fpirituai  life  in  them  at  all:  Henetf 
Eph.  ii.  I.  men  in  a  (late  of  nature  are  faid  to  be 
dead  in  trefpajfes  and  JinSj  that  is,  under  the  total 
reigning  power  of  fin,  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs^  and 
under  the  bond  of  iniquity^  without  God,  without 
Chrift,  and  therefore  without  hope.     (2.)  There  is 
a  partial  death  incident  to  believers,  whom  God 
hath  raifed  out  of  the  grave  of  an  unrenewed  ftate, 
and  in  whofe  fouls  he  hath  implanted  a  principle  of 
fpiritual  hfe ;  and  this  partial  death,  incident  to  be- 
lievers, confifls  in  a  manifeft  decay  of  fpiritual  prin- 
ciples and  habits,  in  the  abating  of  their  wonted 
life  and  vigour,  and  aftivity  in  the  way  and  work 
of  the  Lord^  their  faith,  their  love,  their  hope,  and 
other  graces,  are  all  in  a  fainting  and  languifliing 
.  condition,  they  lie  dormant  in  the  foul,  like  the  lite 
of  the  tree  that  lies  hid  in  its  root  without  fruit  or 
bloifoms  during  the  winter-feafon :  Such  deadneft 
as  this,  we  find  the  Lord's  people  in  fcripture  frc- 
c^uently  complaining  of,  particularly  Ifai.  Wu  3.  The 
jon  of  the  Jlr anger  y  that  has  joined  himfelf  to  theLord^ 
and  taken  hold  of  his  covenant,  he  is  made  to  fpeak^ 
fayi^gy  *^  ^^d  hath  utterly  feparated  me  from  bis 
people :  And  the  eunuch  cries  out,  I  am  a  dry  tree^ 
wherein  there  is  no  life  orfap ;  it  is  this  kind  of  fpiri- 
tual deadnefs,  incident  to  believers,  that  I  now  prin- 
cipally fpeak  of.    The  leaves  of  his  profeffion  may 
in  a  great  meafure  be  withered,  the  candle  of  his 
converfation  may  burn  dimly,  or  with  a  very  im- 
perfcdl  light :  The  flame  of  his  affeftions,  his  zeal» 
love  and  defire,  may,  like  that  of  a  great  fire,  be  re- 
duced into  a  few  coals  and  cinders:  There  may  be 
a  great  intermifiion  or  formality  in  the  difcharge  of 
commanded  duty  •  the  mind,  which  once  with  de- 
light and  admiration  could  meditate  upon  God  and 
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Chrlftj  and  the  covenant,  and  things  that  are  above^ 
ciav  come  to  lofe  its  relifh  of  thefe  things,  and  to 
dote  upon  the  tranfitory  fading  vanities  of  a  prefent 
VioxXA.  The  common  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  thro'  car- 
nal cafe,  and  defeat  of  employment,  may  be  in  a 
great  meafure  blafted  ^  and,  which  is  worft  of  all^ 
the  faving  graces  and  fruits  of  the  fpirit  may  come 
to  be  wofully  impaired  as  to  their  former  degrees 
and  adings.  But  now  this  partial  death  of  believ-i 
ers  again,  it  is  twofold,  there  Is  a  deadnefs  which  is 
felt  by  God's  people,  and  a  deadnefs  which  is  not 
felt ;  gnrf  hairs  are  here  and  there  upon  them^  fome- 
timea,  and  they  do  not  behold  them.  The  Lord  wa$ 
departed  from  Samfon^  and  he  wiji  not^  Judg.  xvi.  2o« 
But  then,  there  is  a  deadnefs  which  is  felt,  when 
God's  people  have  a  fenfe  of  their  deadnefs,  and  are 
lamenting  it :  And  it  is  an  evidence  of  fpiritual  life, 
or  of  fome  revival,  when  the  Lord's  people  are  be- 
ginning to  cry  out  with  the  church,  PJaL  Ixxxv.  6. 
JVilt  thou  not  revive  us  again^  that  thy  people  may  re-- 
joice  in  thee  ?  Why  bajl  thou  hardened  our  hearts  from 
thy  fear?  Ifai.  Ixiii.  17.     But 

Tht  Jecond  thing,  is  to  take  notice  of  fome  of  the 
caufes  of  this  fpiritual  deadnefs  j  I  fhall  only  name 
them,  becaufe  your  time  would  not  allow  me  to  en- 
large, i^then,  Abftinence  or  negledl  of  food,  you 
know,  will  foon  bring  the  body  into  a  pining,  Ian- 
guifhing  condition ;  fo,  if  the  means  of  grace  be 
not  diligendy  improved,  if  we  negleft  by  faith  to 
apprehend  and  to  improve  Chrift,  and  to  feed  up- 
on him,  whofe  flefli  is  meat  indeed,  and  whofe 
blood  is  drink  indeed,  the  fpiritual  life  of  the  foul 
will  foon  languifli  and  wither:  Hence  is  that  faying 
of  Chrift,  John  vi,  53.  Except  ye  eat  the  JieJIj  ajui 
ilrink  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  Man^  ye  have  no  life  in 
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you.  2J,  Surfeiting  the  foul  with  fenfual  plea/iife/ 
16  another  great  caufe  of  fpiritiial  death,  Htf^  iv;  i  n 
jnoredomy  and  ivine^  ana  new  wine^  take  away  tie 
heart :  They  fuck  out  the  very  life  of  the  foul; 
What  is  the  reafon  why  many  prefefTors  of  religion 
have  loft  their  wonted  vigour  in  the  Way  of  thd 
Lord,  and  are  in  fuch  a  langttifhing  conditidn  as  td 
their  foul  matters  ?  the  plain  reafon  of  it  is  this^ 
they  are  glutting  themfelves  with  the  pleafttres  of 
fenfe.  If  Samfon  do  but  deep  in  Dalilah*^  lap,  dtA 
will  betray  him  into  the  hand  of  the  PbiUftineSy  and 
cut  the  locks  wherein  his  ftrength  lies  3  and  whed 
he  goes  out  to  (hake  himfelf,  as  at  other  times,  he 
will  find  his  ftrength  gone  away  from  him.  3^^ 
Ina£livity>  and  floth  in  falvation  and  regeneration 
work,  is  another  caufe  of  fpiritual  deadnefs.  Phy- 
ficians  obfervc,  that  as  too  violent  excreife,  fo  tool 
much  reft,  or  a  fedentary  way  of  living,  is  preju- 
dicial to  the  health  of  the  body.  This  holds  alfbr 
in  fpirituals  >  if  we  do  not  exercife  ourfelves  ontd 
godlinefs,  and  endeavour  to  abound  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord,  the  fpiritual  life  will  foon  languifli  and 
dwindle  away ;  and  therefore,  let  us  not  be  Jlotbfut 
in  btifinefSi  hut  fervent  in  fpiritj  ferving  the  Lord  ^ 
and  whatever  our  band  findetb  to  do,  let  us  do  it  with 
all  our  migbt.  And  beware  of  refting  upon  empty 
wifhes  and  defires  in  fpiritual  matters,  for  tbe  defird 
of  the  Jlothful  kills  hintj  becaufe  his  hands  refufe  fo 
labour,  ^tb,  The  contagion  of  ill  example,  of  a 
carnal  world,  and  irreligious  relations,  has  a  fatal 
influence  this  way:  Ye  know  'tis  exceeding  danger- 
ous for  thefe  who  have  the  feed  of  all  difeafes  in 
them,  to  frequent  the  company  of  thefe  who  arc 
infefted  with  the  plague  or  peftilence,  A  Jofepb^ 
if  he  ftay  long  m  the  Egyptian  court,  will  learn  to 
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fWcar  by  the  life  of  Pharaoh :  It  is  true  indeed,  as 
fire  /bmeti'Oies  burns  with  the  greater  vehemence^ 
and  cafts  the  greater  heat  the  colder  the  air  be,  fo 
the  seal  and  life  of  God's  people  is  fometimes  rather 
quickened  by  beholding  the  wickednefs  of  thefe 
among  whoni  their  lot  is  caft,  as  Paul  among  the 
~  Athenians  \  but  if  we  (hall  adventure  to  caft  our- 
felves  into  the  fociety  of  the  wicked,  without  a  fpe- 
cial  call  and  warrant  from  providence,  it  will  be 
next  to  an  inipoflibility  to  keep  ourfelves  free  of  the 
contagion  \  for,  can  a  man  carry  fire  in  his  bofom^ 
^nd  bis  cloaibs  not  be  burnt  i  can  a  man  walk  upon  hot 
<oals,  and  bis  feet  not  be  burnt.  Evil  communications 
eorrupt  good  manners,  ^thy  Some  deadly  wound  in 
the  foul,  not  carefully  noticed,  may  be  the  caufe  of 
fpiritual  death.  You  know  a  man  may  die,  not 
only  by  a  draught  of  poifon,  or  the  like,  but  alfo 
by  the  cut  of  a  fword.  While  we  are  in  the  wil- 
dernefs,  we  live  in  the  very  midft  of  our  Ipiritual 
enemies ;  the  fiery  darts  of  Satan  are  flying  thick 
about  us;  he  is  always  feieking  to  bruifc  the  believer's 
heel,  going  about  feeking  to  devour  5  and  not  only 
fo,  but  our  own  lufts  alfo  do  war  againft  the  foul, 
fo  that  we  cannot  mifs  to  be  wounded  thereby : 
And  if  the  filth  and  guilt  of  thefe  wounds  be  not 
carefully  waflicd  away  by  the  blood  and  fpirit  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  they  cannot  mifs  exceeding- 
ly to  impair  the  fpiritual  life  and  health  j  therefore 
David,  after  he  had  been  wounded  by  murder  and 
adultery,  is  fo  earned  that  God  would  wafh  and 
cleanfe  his  wounds,  and  purge  him  with  hyflbp, 
that  fo  the  joy  of  his  falvation  fnight  be  reftored : 
But  then,  6//\  A  holy  God  has  fometimes  a  righte- 
ous and  holy  hand  in  this  fpiritual  death,  that  the 
Lord's  peoplcare  liable  unto,  by  withdrawing  and 
VoL-IL  E  fuf- 


•    \f  ipirit  from  them  : 
:.:e  field- withers  and 
.  ieavcn  is  with-held; 
::".e  Holy  Ghoft  are  fuf- 
.^c  ibul,  and  its  fpiritual 
.  .  .\-d  with-holds  the  influ- 
Tu-ty  reafons:  As,  (i.)  He 
v;iy  of  awful  and  adorable 
:uc  he  is  not  a  debtor  unto  any 
.vcver,  becaufe  the  Spirit's  in- 
\chdrawn  in  a  way  of  fove- 
o  learch  and  try  if  confcience 
V   i$  having  a  finful  and  culpable 
.N     \Z.)  Sometimes  he  does  it  to 
^  V -w*.  ^nd    to   prevent  their  pride, 
;-  behold  them  afar  off.    If  we 
..V    .  *;:  lively  gales  and  influences  of 
, .     ,•  be  ready  to  mlftake  ourfelves, 
:-  r.iulj  of  being  lifted  up  above 
^..    -c  was  wrapt  up  into  the  third  hea- 
•i  X  i.v.^unt,  fome  of  the  fliints   have 
\..c  s;ot  more  good  fometimes  by 
*    '  bv  their  enlargement.     (3.)  He 
;^.':u   prize  Chrift,  and  fee  their 
,    ,^'  rVcih  fupplies  out  of  his  fulnefs. 
,.;*   \<  run  dry>  that   we  may  come 
empty  vcfTels  under  the  flowings 
:.ii;i  of  life,  that  out  of  his  fulnefs 
;.  \l  j:r:ice  for  grace.    (4.)  He  does 
.  .ic  trial  of  liis  people,  to  fee  if  they 
,•  .  *.to  the  wildcrnefs,  in  a  land  that 
^  xvcil  i*s  when  he  is  feeding  them 
^,  ..-^jiuuiications  of  his  grace  and  fpirit, 
XX   ;  live  on  him  by  fiith,  when  they 
.  '-r  or  fcnfc.     (5.)  Sometimes  he 

does 
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does  it  for  their  chaftifement,  to  corred  them  for 
kheir  iniquities ;  and  this  indeed  is  the  moft  ordinary 
biufe  Why  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  fufpended  and 
withdirawn. 

I  have  not  tithe  to  enumerate  niatiy  of  thefe  fins 
which  prbvoke  the  Lord  tb  withdraw  his  Spirit.  I 
Diall  only  mention  two  or  three*  i.  Not  hearken- 
iiie  to  thb  Motions  of  his  Spirit,  is  one  great  fealbti 
wny  the  Lord  withdraws  his  Spirit,  as  you  fee  in 
the  fpoufe,  Cant.  v.  There  Chrift  come^^  and  moves 
and  c^lls  for  entrance  i  the  fpoufe  (he  does  not 
heiarken  to  the  ihdtion  3  /  have  put  off  my  coat^  bow 
ft^H  I  put  it  on  ?  /  have  wajhed  myfeet^  bow  Jhall  I 
defile  mem  ?  Whereupon  he  immediately  withdraws 
and  leaves  her,  as  jt  may  iread  at  your  own  leifure. 
2.  Lukewarmhefs  and  formally  in  the  difcharge  of 
du^  is  another  caufe  of  it,  as  we  fee  in  the  church 
of  Laodiceay  it  made  him  to  fpue  that  church  out 
bf  his  mouth.  And  then,  3.  Proftituting  the  gifts 
and  graces  of  the  Spirit  unto  camal>  felfifh  and  bafe 
ends,  to  procure  a  name,  or  make  a  (hew  in  the 
world  t  This  is  another  reafon  of  it.  4.  Sinning 
againft  light)  trampling  upon  the  belly  of  confcience» 
as  liavia  no  doUbt  did  in  the  matter  of  Uriah  and 
Bathjbeba^  whereby  he  provoked  the  Lord  fo  hx  to 
leave  him^  that  he  cries  out,  Pfai  li.  Cq/l  me  not 
out  cf  thy  fights  and  take  not  tby  Holy  Spirit  away 
frofn  me.  5.  Barrennefs  and  unfruitfulnefs  under 
ibc  means  of  grace^  Ifai.  v.  The  clouds  are  command-* 
ed  to  give  no  raiH  upon  the  barren  vineyard.  And 
then  6,  and  lajllyy  Their  not  liftening  carefully  to  the 
voice  of  God  in  ordinances  and  providences  3  this  is 
another  caufe  of  it,  PfidAxxxx.  11,  12.  My  people 
would  not  hearken  unto  my  voice^  therefore  I  save 
them  t4p  to  their  o^n  hearts  lu/ls,  and  theytvalif^  of* 
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ter  their  counfeU.    And  thus  ye  have  fomc  of  the 
caufes  of  this  fpiritual  deadnefs.     I  come  to 

The  third  things  which  was  to  give  you  fomc  of 
the  fymptoms  of  it ;  and  would  to  God  they  were 
not  too  vifible,  rife  and  common  in  the  day,  and 
upon  the  generation  wherein  we  live.  I  (hall  name 
a  few  of  them  to  you.  i .  Want  of  appetite  after 
the  bread  and  water  of  life,  is  a  fymptom  of  fpi- 
ritual death.  You  know  that  man  cannot  be  in  a 
healthful  condition  that  loaths  his  food,  or  has  loft 
his  appetite  after  it.  Alas !  is  not  the  manna  of 
heaven,  that  God  is  raining  about  our  tent-doors  ge- 
nerally loathed  ?  The  great  truths  of  God,  which 
fome  of  the  feints  have  found  to  htfweeter  than  bo^ 
ney  from  the  honey-comb^  have  not  that  favour  and 
relifli  with  us  that  they  ought  to  have  ?  Are  not 
fabbaths,  facraments,  fermons,  fail-days  and  feaft- 
days  a  burden  to  many  among  us ;  fo  that  if  they 
would  but  fpeak  out  the  language  of  their  hearts, 
they  would  be  ready  to  join  ilTue  with  thcfe,  Mah 
i.  13.  What  a  wearinefs  is  this?  Whereas  the  foul 
that  is  in  a  lively  condition,  is  ready  to  fay  of  the 
word,  It  is  better  to  me  than  thoujands  of  gold  and 
fiver ;  /  efteem  it  more  than  my  necejfary  food.  And 
of  ordinances,  I  love  the  habitation  of  thy  houfe^  and 
the  place  where  thy  honour  dwelleth ;  and  Pfal.  Ixxxiv. 
I  o.  One  day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thoufand. 
2.  That  a  man  have  fomething  of  an  appetite,  yet 
if  he  do  not  grow  or  look  like  his  food,  it  looks 
fomething  daijgcrous  and  death-like.  The  thriving 
Chriftian  is  a  growing  Ghriftian.  J'hey  that  be 
planted  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lordy  Jhall  flour ijh  in  the 
courts  of  our  God.  The  righteous  fl:all  bold  on  bis 
way,  and  he  that  hath  clean  hands  fl^all  be  flronger 
and\fir0igp\.  But  alas!  is  it  not  quite  othcrwife 
• .  .    '  ^  .  with 
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mrith  the  moft  part  ?  Many  are  growing  backward 
inftead  of  forward,  as  it  is  faid  of  "Jerufalem^  Lam. 
i.  8.  Sbejighetb  andgoetb  backward.    May  wc  not 
cry  out  of  our  leannefs,  our  leannefs,  notwithiland^ 
ing  of  all  the  fattening  means  and  ordinances  that 
^c  enjoy.     3-  Ye  know,  when  death  takes  a  deal- 
ing with  a  perfon,  it  makes  his  beauty  to   fade. 
jn^en  witb  rebukes  tbou  dojl  correSl  man  for  iniquity^ 
thou  makefl  bis  beauty  to  eon  fume  away  like  a  moth ; 
pale  death  foon  alters  the  ruddy  countenance.    Per- 
haps the  day  has  been,  O  believer,  when  tlie  beau- 
ty of  holinefs  adorned  every  ftep  of  thy  convcrfa- 
tion  5  thy  light  did  fojloine  before  men^  that  tbeyfee^ 
ing  thy  good  works^  could  not  but  glorijy  thy  bea^ 
venly  Fatber ;  but  now  alas  the  beauty  of  thy  con- 
verfation  is  fullied  and  ftained,  by  lying  among  the 
pots  of  iin  3  this  fays,  that  fpiritual  death  is  dealing 
with  thy  foul.     4.  Death  not  only  waftes  the  beau- 
ty, but  the  ftrength  alfo,  Ecclef.  xii.  3,  Tbe  keepers 
of  the  boufe  do  tremble^  and  tbe  Jlrong  men  do  bow^ 
upon  the  approaches  of  the  king  of  terrors.     Now 
fee,  if  your  wonted  ftrength  and  ability  to  perform 
duty,  or  to  refift  temptations,  be  not  abated.     Per- 
haps the  day  has  been,  when  thou  could  have  faid, 
with  Paul^  Lord^  what  wilt  tbou  have  me  to  do^  for 
thnf  Cbrijl  Jirengtbening  me  I  can  do  all  things?  But 
now,  thou  art  ready  to  faint  at  the  very  thoughts 
of  duty.     The  day,  perhaps,  has  been,  when,  tho' 
Satan,  that  cunning  archer,  did  (hoot  fore  at  thee, 
yet  thy  bow  did  abide  in  its  ftrength,  and  the  arms 
of  thy  hands  were  made  ftrong  by  the  mighty  God 
of  Jacob  ;  thou  waft  in  cafe  to  beat  back  the  fiery 
darts  of  Satan,  and  to  ftand  thy  ground  againft  the 
corruptions  and  defedlions  of  the  day ;  but  now, 
like  a  dead  fifh,  thou  art  carried  down  the  ftream : 
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Poth  not  this  proclaim  thy  foul  to  be  under  a  £id 
decay?     5.  Death    waftes   the   natural    heat  an4. 
warmnefs  of  the  body ;  thiere  is  a  kind  of  chi|nef^ 
and  cpldnefs  that  feizes  a  man  v^hen  deatl^  takes  9 
dealing  with  him ;  fo  it  is  a  iign  of  a  fpiritual  decay 
and  deadneifs,  when  wonted  zeal  for  God  and  hi^ 
glory^  and  the  concerns  of  his  church  and  I^is  king- 
dom, is  abated.     Perhaps,  the  day  has  beep,  when^p 
with  Davidy  the  zeal  of  God's  houfe  did  in  a  mari- 
ner p^t  you  up,  and  ypu  preferred  Jerufakm  to  your 
chief  joy ;  but  i)ow^  you  are  ajmoft  come  the  lengtlf 
of  GaWo*s  temper,   to  care  for  none  of  theft  tffingsi 
indifferent,  whether  the  work  of  God  in  the  \sSi4 
iink  or  fwim.     Laodicean  diftemper  is  too  prevalent 
among  us  at  this  day ;  we  $re  neither  cold  nor  hot 
in  the  things  of  Qod,  and  therefore  |iaye  reafon  to 
fear,  left  we  be  fpewed  out  of  God's  mouth.     The 
day  ha$  been,    when  your  fpirits  were  lifted  np 
in  prayer,  in  hearing^  in  communicating,  ypu  were 
fervent  in  fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord ;  you  could  re-r 
joice  to  work  righteoufnefs,  and  fay,  in  fome  mea- 
sure with  Davidy  J  mil  go  unto  the  altar  of  God,  tcj 
God,  my  exceeding  joy-,    but    now,    all  this  holy. 
l¥armt^|s  gone  in  a  great  meafure,  you  are  become 
formal  and  parelefs  in  the  concerns  of  God's  glory^ 
6.  A  dead  man,   you, know,   cani^ot  move,  but 
only  as  he  is  nioved  from  without,  in  regard  he 
wants  a  principle  of  motion  within ;  fo  i^  js  a  iign 
of  fpiritual  death,  even  in  believers,  when  externa^ 
motives  and  coniideratipns  have  a  greater  influence 
ppon  them  in  the  duties  of  religion,  than  an  inter- 
nal principle  of  faith  and  love.  *  When  tlie  believer 
Is  himfclf,    the  love  of  Chrifl  conftrains  him  in 
every  duty  ;  this  is  the  one  thing  he  defires,  that  he 
tn^  behold  the  beauty  of  the  tjord^  and  enquire  in  bis 
''  '■  "  "         "      '  tm/^le^^ 


bkwing  upm  the  dry  bmei.  55 

temple  i  but  when  any  felfifh  or  external  motive  fets 
him  I  to  woi^y  it  is  a  fign  of  fpiritual  death.  Odier 
things  might  be  added ;  but  I  haften  to  fpeak  to 

The  fectmd  thing  propofed  in  the  method,  and 
that  was,  to  fpeak  a  little  unto  thefe  breathings  and 
infloences  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  are  abfo* 
lately  necefiary  for  the  revival  of  the  Lord's  people 
under  deadnefs.  Come  from  the  four  winds^  O  Ireatb^ 
and  breathe  upon  thefe  Jlain^  that  they  may  live.  And 
here  I  would,  i.  Clear  the  nature  of  thefe  influences 
in  a  word  or  two*  2.  Speak  unto  the  variety  of 
thefe  influences,  four  winds.  3.  To  the  manner  of 
their  operation  upon  the  ele^,  they  are  faid  to 
breathe  upm  the  flain.  4,  Speak  a  little  unto  the 
ncccflity  of  thefe  breathings.  5.  To  the  feveral  fpc- 
dai  feafons  of  the  Spitit's  reviving  influences. 

I  fear  your  time  will  cut  me  fhort  before  I  have 
done  ;  but,  I  (hall  run  through  thefe  particulars  as 
quickly  as  poflible. 

The  firfi  thing  is  to  clear  the  nature  of  thefe 
breathings  or  influences  \  and  what  I  have  to  ofl^er 
upon  this  head,  you  may  take  in  thefe  few  propo- 
iitions. 

Tirji  then  ye  (hould  know,  that  the  influences 
and  gifts  of  the  Spirit  of  God  are  of  two  forts, 
either  common  or  laving :  As  for  the  common  in-» 
fluences  of  the  Spirit,  which  are  fometimes  beftow- 
cd  upon  the  wicked  and  reprobate  world,  I  am 
not  to  fpeak  of  thefe  at  this  time ;  all  I  (hall  fay 
about  them,  is  to  tell  you,  that  they  are  given  in 
common  to  the  children  of  men,  for  edifying  of  the 
(myftical)  body  of  Chrift^  until  it  arrive  at  the  mea^ 
jure  oftheftature  ofthefulnefs  ofChriJi^  as  you  read, 
Eph^  iv.  and  therefore,  they  are  commonly  called 
by  divines  dona  minijirantiay  or  miniftring  gifts  j  aU 
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though  they  have  no  faving  efficacy  upon  the  perfeii 
in  whom  they  dwell,  yet  God,  in  his  holy  wifdom^ 
snakes  ufe  of  them  for  the  good  of  his  church  in 
general,  as  we  read,  Epb.  iv.  And  another  thing 
that  I  would  tell  you  likewife,  concerning  theie 
common  influences,  is,  that  they  are  of  an  exceed? 
ing  dangerous  nature,  when  they  arc  not  accompa* 
|)ied  with  faving  grace;  the  man  that  has  them,  is 
like  2i  Jhip  having  larger  fails,  and  but  little  or  no 
ballafl:  at  all,  in  tne  midft  of  the  ocean,  and  there* 
fore  in  danger  of  being  fplit  in  pieces  againft  every 
rock.  Matth.  vii,  22.  we  read  of  fome,  who  had 
extraordinary  common  gifts,  they  prophefied  in 
Chrifl's  name,  wrought  miracles,  and  caft  out  devils 
in  his  name,  and  did  many  wonderful  works,  and 
yet  Chrift  utterly  difowns  them  3  I  do  not  fpeak  of 
thefe  common  influen(:es  now,  but  of  fuch  as  arc 
faving,  and  therefore, 

A  fecond  propofition  is,  that  the  holy  Spirit  of 
God,  confidercd  in  his  particular  oeconomy  in  the 
work  of  redemption,  as  the  applier  of  the  Re- 
deemer's purphafe,  is  the  author  and  efficient  caufc 
of  all  faving  influences ;  it  is  he,  I  fay,  that  prcr 
pares  and  difpofes  the  foul  of  man  for  the  enter-r 
tainment  pf  the  things  of  God,  which  arc  not  re-: 
ceived  nor  difccrned  by  the  natural  mind  5  it  is  he 
that  plows  up  the  fallow  ground  of  the  heart,  and 
brings  in  the  wildernefs,  and  turns  it  into  a  fruitful 
field ;  it  is  he  that  gamiflies  the  face  of  the  foul  with 
the  faviqg  graces  of  the  Spirit,  thefe  are  flowers  of  the 
upper  paradjfe,  therefore  called  tk(Jruits  of  Jbe Spirit^., 
Gal.  V.  22.  It  is  he  that  pfeferveSj^  pheriffies,  and 
maintains  then)  by  renewed  influences ;  he  cherifhes 
the  fmoking  flax,  and  at  lad  turns  it  into  a  lamp  of 
glory  in  heaven^  fpr  he  brings  forth  judgment  untq 
y'^ory.  3.  Again, 
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f^.  Again,  ye  are  to  underftand,  that  the  eled  of 
God  aie  the  fubjed  recipient  of  all  faving  influences 
of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  I  fay,  they  are  peculiar  only 
unto  the  eled  of  God,  and  to  them  only,  upon 
their  converfion,  when  they  come  to  be  united  un- 
to Chrift  as  members  of  his  myilical  body.  We 
muft  be  ingrafted  into  this  true  olive,  otherwife  we 
can  never  partake  of  his  fap,  and  receive  out  of  his 
fulnefs  grace  for  grace.  That  thefe  influences  are 
peculiar  unto  the  eled  of  God,  is  plain  from  Tit.  i.  i . 
where  we  read  of  the  faith  of  God's  eled. 

4.  Thefe  influences  of  the  Spirit  are  given  for 
various  ends  unto  the  eledt  of  God.  The  judici- 
ous Dr.  Owen^  in  his  difcmrfes  on  the  Spirit^  ob- 
ferves,  that  thefe  faving  influences  are  given  unto 
the  elc(ft  of  God  for  regeneration,  unto  the  regenerate 
for  iandtification,  unto  the  fanftified  for  confolation, 
and  unto  the  comforted  Chriftian  for  further  build- 
ing up,  and  edification  and  eftablifhment  until  they 
arrive  at  perfection  in  glory :  But  the  nature  of  thefe 
influences  will  further  appear  from 

The  fecond  thing  propofed,  which  was  to  fpeak  a 
litde  to  the  variety  of  thefe  influences  of  the  Spirit. 
You  fee  they  are  diverfified  here,  while  they  are  call- 
ed four  winds.  Come  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath. 
'  The  apoflle  tells  us,  that  there  are  diverfities  of  gifts 
and  operations^  but  the  fame  fpirit,  i  Cor.  xii.  4. 
And  we  read,  as  I  was  telling  you,  of  fevcn  fpirits 
that  are  before  the  throne.  Rev.  i.  Here,  if  time 
would  allow  me  to  enlarge,  I  might  tell  you  that 
the  faving  influences  and  breathings  of  the  Spirit 
are  either  primary,  fundamental,  and  abfolute- 
•ly  necefllary  to  falvation,  or  they  are  accumu-' 
iktive,  additional,  neceflary  only  for  the  believer's 
comfort  an4  well- being.     Some  of  thefe  influences 
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are  antecedent  or  preparative  unto  converfion ;  (bine 
of  them  are  regenerating»  and  others  are  fabfequent 
and  poderior  unto  regeneration:  But  I  fliali  not 
fland  upon  fuch  nice  diftinfbions :  You  may  take  a 
few  of  them  in  the  order  following. 

1 .  There  are  the  convincing  influences  of  the  Spi- 
rit, John  xvi.  8.  When  be  is  come^  he  will  convince 
the  world  of  Jin.  This  is  what  I  conceive,  we  arc 
to  underftand  by  the  north  wind^  Cant.  iv.  6.  which  is 
commonly  boifl^rous,  cold,  chill,  and  nipping.  The 
ele£t  of  God,  by  nature,  lie  fafl  afleep  within  the 
fea-mark  of  God's  wrath,  upon  the  very  brink  of 
cvcrlafting  ruin,  crying  peace,  peace  to  themfelves  % 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  comes  like  a  Aormy  norths- 
wind,  blows  hard  upon  the  finner's  face,  and  awak- 
ens him,  breaks  his  carnal  peace  and  fecurity,  brings 
him  to  himfelf,  lets  him  fee  his  danger,  and  fills 
him  with  remorfe  and  terror.  Hence  Ifeu.  xxviii. 
1 7.  the  hail  is  faid  to  fweep  down  the  refuge  of  lyes 
before  the  fmner  come  to  fettle  upon  the  foundation 
that  God  hath  laid  in  Zion. .  AS%  ii.  37.  'tis  faid 
they  were  pricked  in  their  hearts^  and  then  they  cried 
out^  Men  and  brethren^  what  Jhall  we  do? 

2.  There  are  the  enlightening  influences  of  the 
breathings  of  the  Spirit.  Hence  he  is  compared  un- 
to eye-falve.  Rev.  iiu   Te  have  received  an  unSiion  * 

from  the  Holy  One^  whereby  ye  know  all  things^  i  John 
ii.  We  read  Ifai.  xxv.  7;  of  a  vail  and  face  of  a 
covering  that  is  fpread  over  all  nations,  The  wind 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  mufl  blow  off  this  vail  of  igno* 
ranee  and  unbelief  j  and  then  the  poor  ^ner  comes 
to  fee  a  new  world  of  wonders  that  he  never  faw 
before,  wonderful  great  God,  a  wonderful  Re- 
deemer,  a  wonderKil  covenant^  and  a  wonderful 

holy 


hkfP^ng  upon  the  dry  hmi,  5^ 

lioly  ]a»:  Heoj^  vf^  a^e  laid  to  be  tranflated  oa^ 
3f '^^efs  into  a  marvellous  light.  ^  Spirt} 
Qanbetb  aU  things  ^  yea  even  the  deep  things  of  God. 
Ainfl  I  Cor.  ii.  12.  By  tjbe  Spirit  jve  know  the  things 
'hik  are  freely  given  us  of  God. 

3.  There  are  the  renewing  influences  of  the  Spi- 
rit. We  are  iaid  to  be  faved  6y  the  wajhing  of  r^, 
^emrati^n^  tmi  renewing  of  the  Holy  Gbofi^  Tit.  iii.  5. 
Elence  he  is  called  a  new  Spirit :  He  renews  the 
wrili^  and  mflkes  jold  things  to  pafs  away^  and  all  things 
to  become  new. 

4.  There  are  the  comforting  influences  of  the 
^rit.  7Ws  ^  the  Jbutb  windy  as  it  were,  gentle 
ind  eafy,  and  refrefhing  3  and  therefore  he  is  called 
the  Comforter ;  and  indeed  his  confolations  are 
[bong  confolations,  they  put  more  gladnefs  into  the 
iieartj,  than  corn,  wine  and  oil  in  abundance,  ^nd 
ill  thp  foul  with  a  joy  t)iat  jis  unfpeakabie  and  full 
>f  glory.    And  then 

5.  T'^cre  are  the  corroborating  and  firengthning 
nmiei^s  of  the  Spirit.  By  the  breathings  of  the 
Spirit,  the  feeble  are  made  like  David^  and  as  the 
ungel  of  God  before  him :  it  is  he  that  gives  power 
'0  the  faint  J  and  increafes  Jlrength  to  them  that  have 
10  migbi  I  'tis  by  him  that  worm  Jacob  is  made  to 
^brejb  the  mountainst^  and  to  beat  them  fmall^  and  to 
nake  the  hilk  as  chaff.     And  then 

6.  There  afe  the  drawing  and  enlarging  influences 
)f  the  Spirit.  liraw  me^  Tays  the  fpoufe,  we  will 
nm  after  thee.  The  poor  believer  lies  many  times, 
IS  it  were  win4-bound,  that  he  is  not  able  to  move 
>nc  ftcp  in  the  way  of  the  Lord ;  but  O!  when 
he  Spirit  of  tl\c  Lord  comes,  then  comes  liberty 
ind  CDlargcraenj :  Iwitlrwi  thcwy  ^  ify  command^ 

m^nts. 
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mentSy  fays  David^  when  thou  bajl  enlarged  my  hearty 

to  wit,  by  the  influences  of  thy  Spirit.     He  is  like 

oil  to  their  chariot- wheels,  and,  when  he  comes^ 

they  arc  as  the  chariots  of  Aminadaby  or  a  willing 

people. 

7.  There  are  the  fin-mortifying  and  fin-killing 
influences  of  the  Spirit :  We^  through  the  Spirit ^  are 
faid  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  hody^  that  jo  we  may 
live.  When  this  wind  of  the  Holy  Ghofl  blows 
upon  the  foul,  he  not  only  makes  the  fpices  to  re- 
vive, but  he  kills  the  weeds  of  fin  and  corruption^ 
making  them  to  wither  and  decay ;  fo  that  the  poor 
believer,  who  was  crying  Wretched  man^  whatjhad 
I  do  to  be  delivered  from  this  body  of  death?  Is 
made  fometimes  to  tread  upon  the  heck  of  thefe. 
enemies,  as  a  pledge  of  his  compleat  victory  at  lafL 
And  then, 

8.  There  are  the  interceding  influences  of  the 
Spirit,  Rom.  viii.  26.  The  Spirit  maketh  intercejpm 

for  us  with  groanings  that  cannot  be  uttered.  He  in- 
tercedes in  a  phyfical  and  efficient  way ;  He  makes 
us  to  wreftle  and  pray  j  therefore  he  is  callecj  the 
Spirit  of  grace  and  fupplicatio?ij  Zech.  xii.  10.  He 
fills  the  believer's  heart  and  mouth  with  fuch  a 
heavenly  rhetorick,  that  God  is  not  able  to  with- 
Itand  it :  Hence  Jacob  had  power  with  the  angel^ 
and  prevailed,  for  he  wept  and  made  fupplication  tq 
him.     And  then, 

9.  There  are  the  fealing  and  witriefling  influen- 
ci  of  the  Spirit;  he  witneffeth  with  our  jpirits  that 
we  are  thefons  of  God ;  be  bears  witnefs  of  the  glo* 
rious  fulnefs  and  fuitablenefs  of  Chrift  to  the  foul } 
the  Spirit  Jhall  tejlify  of  me,  John  xv.  And  he  is 
faid  to  feal  believers  to  the  day  of  redemption,  and  his 
feal  is  the  carneft  of  glory,   Eph.  \.   13.    Te  are 
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Mled  by  the  bolyfpirit  ofpromife^  which  is  the  eamtjl 
}fthe  inheritance:  But  thefc  things  I  have  not  time 
to  in&fk  upon.     So  much  for  the  feconJ  thing. 

The  third  thing  that  I  propofcd  here,  was  to 
fpeak  a  little  to  the  manner  of  the  adling  or  opera- 
tion of  thefe  influences,  or  how  is  it  that  this  wind 
blows  upon  the  foul. 

I  anfwer,  i.  then,  the  wind  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
blows  very  freely ;  the  Spirit  ads  as  an  indepepdent 
fovcreign,  John  iiu  8.  It  doth  not  ftay  for  the  com- 
[nand,  nor  flop  for  the  prohibition  of  any  creature  ; 
To  the  breathings  of  the  Spirit  are  fovercignly  free 
IS  to  the  time  of  their  donation,  free  as  to  their 
luration  and  continuance,  free  as  to  the  meafure, 
md  free  as  to  the  manner  of  their  working.  And 
then,  2.  he  breathes  on  the  foul  fometimes  very 
furprizingly.  Ere  ever  I  was  aware^  fays  the  fpoufe, 
^fiul  made  me  like  the  chariots  of  Antinadab.  Can 
thou  not  feal  this  in  thy  experience,  beUever,  that 
bmetimes  when  thou  haft  gone  to  duty  in  a  very 
bteartlefs  and  lifelefs  condition,  perhaps  beginning 
Jo  raze  foundations,  and  to  fay  with  Z/w,  the  Lord 
hath  for Jaken^  and  my  God  hath  forgotten^  a  gale  from 
lieaven  has  in  a  manner  furprized  thee,  and  fet  thee 
ipon  the  high  places  of  Jacob,  and  made  thee  to 
:ry  with  the  fpoufe.  It  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved ! 
\ehoJd!  he  comet h  leaping  upon  the  mou?2tainSy  Jkipping 
tpon  the  hills :  His  anger  endures  but  Jor  a  moment y 
'«  his  favour  is  life.  Weeping  may  endure  for  a 
tight y  but  joy  comet h  in  the  morning.  3.  Thefe 
}reathings  and  influences  of  the  Spirit  are  fome- 
imes  very  piercing  and  penetrating.  The  cold 
dipping  north- wind,  ye  know,  goes  to  the  very 
juick.  The  fword  of  the  fpirit  pierces  to  the  divide 
ng  af under  of  foul  and  fpirit ^  of  joints  and  marrow ^ 

and 
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^   :       :   ---fr-    •-"  rSf  thcughts  and  intents  of  iii 
V  .x\  icc  k:^c*w,  isof  a  very  fceking,'  pe* 
V  ...  •ij;  r-v-.^ .    :c  t«ks  thro*  the  clofeil  chsaiiH 
xi-      >^^     ^:  Nvc»  which  is  the  candle  of  the 
.  ..,     *.•    -^  ••  tv  (nL^^^  parts  of  the  belly  \  he  makes 
v^  %<»^    %  .'X*tc  lulls  and  idols  that  fkirHc  irt  Ch« 
.V  V     .  V!  ^cos  s.^1  the  heart.    4.  The  breathingl 
t    ••  >  %    v:  XX*  very  powerful,  ftrong  and  efficad-^ 
¥  V  .-^it  .^OfVfe  the  breathings  of  the  winii? 
vti»v  ^%ix>    >»ive    fuch   a    mighty    force    widi 
iXM*,    ?\.  .-w  bear  down,   overturn  and  ovcr- 
:s.*w  .*v^  :^"'^5  that  ftands  in  their  way;  fo  the 
x»..c  ,H  .'*c  I  ord  fonietimes,  efpecially  at  firft  cott»- 
.^••K'tN  ,\cxxs  in  upon  the  foul  like  the  rufhing  of 
.   ,.;^/!%  ;i:  ij,  as  he  did  upon  the  apoftles,  break-i>' 
\\y  \>^'^  tJ>c  ilrong  holds  of  iniquity,  cafting  to 
.»w  ;tvMjf>i  every  high  thought  and  towering  ima- 
;,ii%t'c^t  s*i:  the  foul,  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft 
^•it  VI ah  a  powerful  and  triumphant  efficacy s 
SI,  ^aA^^  the  darknefsof  themind,  the  contvrma- 
,v  i.v   vNMion  of  the  will,  and  the  carnality  of  the 
•  Kx.'^ovs  the  enmity  of  the  heart  againft  God,  and 
»,      V    %^  -u.d  wickedneffes  that  are  in  the  high 
,  v\-^  ^v\>o  unil  are  made  to  fall  down  at  his  feet, 
.     "  ^  1  ivtorc  the  ark  of  the  Lord.     5,  Al- 
.^.^     »^  -N^'  ,tc^s  thus  powerfully  and  irrefiftably,  yet 
.  \^  ,>  .:  ^  overcoming  fweetnefs,  fo  as  there  is 
vx    .  \    e: :  violence  offered  unto  any  of  the  na- 
.,,c.^^i  of  the  foul;  for  whenever  the  fpirit 
,..    „.  \>.:.>  :*'u<  uving  influences,   he  fweetly  over- 
.\  . -V -  v^v o:^ kiuMi ot  the  mind j  the  finner  becomes 
\v\v  U\:,  Aiul  a^ntent  to  lift  himfelf  a  foldier  un- 
,v   v^>.ul  J  banner,  Pfal.  ex.  3.  Thy  people  fl:all  be 
^   :v  f.V  Jr.'f  cf  fly  ponvcr.     No  fooner  docs 
O  »i^  ^^  *'*^  "^^v^'yi  f»y  to  the  Soul,  Follow  mcy  but 
«  imme* 
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nmediately  they  arife  and  follow  bim.  Behold  %»e 
ome  unto  tbee^  for  thou  art  the  Lord  our  God.  Then, 
u  There  is  fomething  in  the  breathing  of  this  wind 
bat  is  incomprehenfibie  by  reafon,  John  ill.  8. 
Tku  be^ejl  the  found  thereof  but  thou  cannot  tell 
tibence  it  cometh^  or  whither  it  goesy  fays  Chrift,  fi 
I  every  one  that  is  bom  of  the  Spirit.  There  is 
bmcthing  in  the  operation  of  the  Eternal  Spirit, 
ind  his  influences,  beyond  the  reach,  not  only  of 
tatural,  but  of  fandlified  reafon.  Who  can  tell  how 
h  bones  are  formed  in  the  womb  of  her  that  is  with 
aid;  fo  far  lefs  can  we  tell,  how  the  Spirit  forms 
he  babe  of  grace  in  the  hearty  how  he  preferves, 
maintains  and  cherKhes  the  fmoaking  flax  that  is  not 
^oite  extinguiflied.  We  may  in  this  cafe  apply  the 
vords  of  the  Pfalmift  in  another  cafe,  and  fay,  Thy 
way  is  in  the  fea^  thy  path  in  the  deep  waters^  and 
^footjieps  are  not  known ;  and  that  of  the  apoftle, 
Baw  unfearchable  are  bis  judgments^  and  his  ways  pa/i 
finding  out  I  7.  Thefe  influences  of  the  Spirit 
ire  fometimes  felt  before  they  are  feen,  as  you 
know  a  man  will  feel  the  wind,  and  hear  it, 
when  he  cannot  fee  it :  So  it  is  with  the  Lord's 
people  many  times,  on  whom  the  Spirit  breathes  ; 
they  feel  his  actings,  they  are  fenfible  that  he  has 
been  dealing  with  them  ;  and  all  that  they  can  fay 
ibout  it  is,  with  the  man  that  was  born  blind.  One 
thing  linoWy  that  whereas  I  was  blind ^  yet  mm  I 
fee :  The  kingdom  of  heaven  comes  not  with  ob- 
(ervation. 

Th^  fourth  thing  propofed,  was  to  fpeak  a  little  to 
die  neceflity  of  thefe  breathings.  And  here  I  (hall 
(hew,  (i.)  That  they  are  neceflary.  (2.)  To  what 
things  they  are  neceflary. 

( J.)  That  they  are  neceflary,  will  appear,  i.  Prom 

the 
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the  cxprefs  declaration  of  Chrift,  Jobn  xv.  g.  With* 
out  me  ye  can  do  nothing ;  that  is,  without  the  ak! 
and  influences  of  my  Spirit :  He  doth  not  fay,  with- 
out me  ye  cannot  do  many  things,  or  great  things, 
but  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.     2.  It  is  evident 
from  the  exprefs  aclcnowledgment  of  the  iaints  of 
God  upon  this  head,  2  Cor.  iii.  5.  fTe  are  not  (fays 
the  apoftle)  fufficient  of  our/elves  to  think  any  thing 
of  ourfehesi  but  our  ft^ciency  is  of  God.     It  is  he 
that  muft  work  all  our  works  in  us  and  for  us.     3. 
It  is  plain  from  the  earned:  prayers  of  the  faints  for 
the  breathings  of  this  wind.  Cant.  iv.  16.  Awake 
O  north  windy  come  thou  fouth^  and  blow  upon  my 
garden.     Pfal.  Ixxxv.  6.  Wilt  thou  not  revive  us  tf- 
gain,  that  thy  people  may  rejoice  in  thee.     They  are 
promifed  in  the  covenant,  and  therefore  neceflary, 
Ifai.  xliv.  3.  /  will  pour  waters  on  the  thirjly^  and 
foods  upon  the  dry  ground:  I  will  pour  my  Spirit  up* 
on  thyfeedj  &c.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  zy.  I  will  put  my  Spi-^ 
rit  within  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  fatutes^ 
Now,  there  is  not  a  mercy  promifed  in  the  covenant 
that  can  be  wanting. 

But,  fecondly.  To  what  are  thefe  breathings  ne^ 
ceffary?  I  anfwer,  they  are  neceflary,  i.  To  the 
quickening  of  the  eledl  of  God,  when  they  are  ftark 
dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins.  Can  ever  the  dry  bones 
live,  unlefs  this  omnipotent  wind  blow  upon  them  ? 
It  is  flrange  to  hear  fome  men  that  profefs  Chriftl- 
anity,  talking  of  the  power  of  their  own  wills  to 
quicken  and  convert  themfelves ;  they  may  as  well 
fay,  that  a  dead  man  may  take  his  grave  in  his  two 
arms,  and  lay  death  by  him,  and  walk.  No  man^ 
fays  Chrift,  can  come  unto  me,  except  the  Father  who 
hathfent  me,  draw  him.  Oh,  what  a  dead  weight 
is  the  finner,  that  a  whole  Trinity  muft  draw;  for 

both 
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both  Father  and  Son  draws  the  iinner  by  the  breath- 
ings of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  2.  Thefe  influences  arc 
neceilary  for  the  fuitable  difcharge  of  every  duty  of 
reh'gion.  You  cannot  read^  you  cannot  hear^  you 
cannot  pray  or  praife,  you  cannot  communicate  to 
any  advantage,  unlefs  the  wind  of  the  Holy  Ghod 
blow  upon  you  ;  it  is  the  Lord  that  muft  enlarge 
our  fteps  under  us,  and  make  our  feet  like  hinds 
feet  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord.  3.  They  arc  nccef- 
fary  for  accomplifhing  our  fpiritual  warfare  againft 
fin,  Satan,  and  the  world  :  We  will  never  be  able 
to  combat  with  our  fpiritual  enemies,  if  he  do  not 
help  us ;  it  is  he  only  that  muil  teach  our  bands  to 
"Bjor,  and  our  fingers  to  fight  j  fi>  as  bows  of  fteel  may 
he  broken  in  pieces  by  us.  Without  the  Spirit  we 
will  fall  before  every  temptation,  like  Peter,  curfe 
and  fwear  that  we  never  knew  him.  4.  They  are 
neceilary  to  the  exercife  of  grace  already  implanted 
in  the  foul.  As  we  cannot  work  grace  in  our  hearts^ 
fo  neither  can  we  exercife  it  .without  the  renewed 
influences  of  the  HolyGhoft,  Cant.  iv.  16.  When, 
this  wind  blows,  then,  and  never  till  then,  do  the 
fpices  flow  out.  But  I  fhall  not  (land  oh  this ;  the 
Spirit's  influences  are  neceflfary  to  all  the  ufes  men- 
tioned upon  the  fecond  head,  for  conviftion,  illu- 
mination, renovation,  confolation,  enlargement,  mor- 
tification of  iin,  and  for  aflurance  of  our  adoption. 

The  fifth  thing  that  I  propofed  upon  this  head, 
was,  to  give  you  fome  of  the  feafons  of  thefe  influ- 
ences of  the  Spirit  j  for  the  wind,  you  know,  has 
its  feafons  and  times  of  blowing  and  breathing.  I 
(hall  only  name  a  few  of  them  to  you. 

1.  The  Spirit's  reviving  influences,  they  blow 
very  ordinarily  in  a  day  of  converfion ;  this,  as  you 
were  hearing,  is  a  fcafon  when  this  wind  breathes 
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on  the  foul,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  When  God  taket 
away  the  ftony  heart,  and  gives  the  heart  of  flefli,  he 
puts  his  Spirit  within  them,  when  the  foul  is  firft 
cfpoufcd  unto  Chrift.  So  Jer.  ii.  2.  /  remember 
tbee^  the  kindnefs  of  thy  youth ,  the  love  of  thine  efpou-^ 
fals^  when  thou  nventeji  after  me  in  the  wildernefs^  in  a 
land  which  was  not  fown. 

2.  When  the  foul  has  been  deeply  humbled  un- 
der a  fenfe  of  fin  and  unworthincfs ;  when  Ephraim 
is  brought  low  and  is  fmiting  on  his  thigh,  acknow- 
ledging his  fin  and  folly,  then  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
comes  with  a  reviving  gale  upon  his  fpirit.  h 
Ephraim^  fays  the  Lord,  my  dear  Jon^  is  he  apleafant 
child ^  ever  Jince  I  fpake  again/i  him,  I  do  earnefily 
remember  him  Jiill^  my  bowels  are  turned  for  bim^  I 
willfurely  have  mercy  on  him^  faith  the  Lord. 

,  3.  After  a  dark  night  of  defertion,  when  the  I^rd 
returns  again,  it  is  a  timeof  fweet  influences.  After 
Zion  had  been  crying,  The  Lord  bath  forfaken  me, 
my  God  hath  forgotten  tne  \  immediately  after  thi^ 
comes  a  fweet  gale  of  the  Spirit,  Can  a  woman  for^ 
get  her  fucking  childj  that  Jhejhould  not  have  compaf- 
Jion  on  thefon  of  her  womb  ?  yea^  fie  may  forget^  yet 
will  I  not  forget  thee. 

4.  Times  of  earneft  prayer  and  wreftling;  for  he 
giveth  his  Spirit  to  them  that  aik  it.  This  is  agree- 
able to  the  promife,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  37. 

5.  Times  of  ferious  meditation  are  times  of  fwee^ 
influences  of  the  Spirit,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  3.  When  I  re^ 
member  thee  upon  my  bed^  and  meditate  upon  thee  in 
the  night  watches^  my  fold  is  fatisfied  as  with  marrow 
and  fatnefs^  and  my  foul  foUowetb  hard  after  thee. 

6.  Communion-days  are  fometimes  days  of  fweet 
influences.  Some  of  the  Lord's  people  can  atteft  it 
from  their  experience,  with  the  fpoufe,  "That  while 
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the  king  fat  at  his  table  the  Jjnkenard  fent  forth  the 
fmell  toereofi  and  when  they  fat  down  under  his 
Ibadow,  they  found  his  fruit  fweet  unto  their  tafle. 
He  brought  me  into  the  banqueting-houfe^  and  his  ban^ 
tier  aver  me  was  love. 

7.  The  day  of  death  ha$  fometimes  been  found 
to  be  a  day  of  fuch  pleafant  gales  of  the  Spirit,  that 
they  have  been  made  to  enter  into  the  haven  of 
giory  with  a  triumphant  fong  in  their  mouth,  fay- 
bg.  Thanks  be  unto  God  which  giveth  us  the  vi&ory^ 
tbrwgb  our  Lord  Jefus  Cfjrijl.  Thus  Dan)id^  Tho 
my  boufe  be  not  fo  with  God,  yet  he  hath  made  with 
me  an  everlafiiitg  covenafit^  ordered  in  all  things  and 
fare^  and  this  is  all  my  falvation  and  all  my  defre. 
Thus  Simeon,  &c.  thus  Paul,  &cc. 

The  third  thing  in  the  text  and  dodlrine  to  be 
fpoken^  to,  is  the  life  that  is  efFedted  and  wrought 
in  the  fouls  of  God's  eledt  by  thefe  influences  and 
breathings  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Your  time  will  not 
allow  me  to  enlarge  upon  this ;  I  fhall  only  tell  you 
in  a  few  particulars  what  fort  of  life  it  is. 

I.  It  is  a  life  of  faith.  The  apoftle  calls  it  fo. 
Gal.  ii.  The  life  I  live  in  thefejh,  is  by  faith  in  the 
Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me. 
And  the  juft  is  faid  to  live  by  faith :  The  man  is 
always  embracing  a  Redeemer,  and  the  fulnefs  of 
the  Godhead  in  him,  always  deriving  frcfh  fupplies 
out  of  that  full  treafury  and  ftore-houfe.  2.  It  is 
a  life  of  juftification ;  the  law  pronounces  a  curfe 
againft  every  one  that  doth  not  continue  in  all  things 
written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them.  The  be- 
liever gets  this  fentence  of  death  cancell'd,  Rom. 
viii.  I.  There  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in 
Cbrift  Jefus.  And  not  only  fo,  but  he  has  the  ever- 
Uftjng  righteoufnefs  oi  Immanuel  God-man  imputed 
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to  him,  fo  that  with  a  holy  boldnefs  he  may  chaP 
lenge  jufticeand  challenge  the  law  what  they  have  to 
lay  againft  him,  as  the  apoftle  doth,  Rom.  viii.  33. 
Wifo  can  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  GoJts  eleSl  ? 
&c.  3.  It  is  a  life  of  reconciliation  with  God; 
God  and  they  are  at  friendihip,  which  follows  na- 
turally on  their  juftification,  Rom.  v.  i.  Being j^i^ 
fed  byfaithy  ive  have  peace  with  God.  God  doth  not 
retain  the  leaft  grudge  in  his  heart  againft  them, 
and  he  and  they  walk  together,  bccaufe  they  are 
agreed,  that  is,  they  have  fellowfhip  one  with  an- 
other,  accordinj;  to  that,  i  John  i.  3.  Verily ^  our 
fello^vjldip  is  with  the  Father ^  and  with  bis  Son  Jefw 
ChrifK  4*  It  is  the  life  of  holinefs  and  fandlift- 
cation ;  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  a  cleanfirjjj 
and  purifying  and  renewing  Spirit  ;  he  renews  the 
foul  after  the  image  of  God,  makes  the  heart,  that 
was  a  cage  of  unclean  birds,  a  fit  temple  for  the 
Holy  Ghoft  to  dwell  in  ;  he  garnifhes  the  foul,  and 
riiakcs  it,  like  the  king's  daughter,  all  glorious  with- 
in :  They  that  had  lain  among  the  pots,  become 
like  the  wings  of  a  dove,  covered  with  filver,  and 
her  feathers  with  yellow  gold.  5.  It  is  a  very  plea- 
fant  and  comfortable  life  ;  and  no  wonder,  for  hie 
name  is  the  Comforter  j  his  confolations  are  foftrong, 
that  tliey  furniih  the  foul  with  ground  of  joy  in  the 
blacked  and  cloudieft  day,  Hah.  iii.  17.  f2>^*  the 
fig-tree  Jhall  not  blojjom^  neither  jhall  fruit  be  in  the 
vificsy  the  labour  of  the  dive  Jhall  fail^  and  the  fields^ 
Jhall  yield  no  meat^  the  fiocks  Jl:ali  be  cut  offy  &c. 
And  the  joy  that  he  gives  is  deep,  your  heart  Jhall 
rejoice  -,  and  it  is  abiding,  your  joy  Jhall  no-  man  take-' 
J'rovi  you\  and  it  is  fuch  as  cannot  be  made  language 
of,  ive  rejoice  ivith  joy  tmjpeakahle  and  full  of  glory ^ 
6.  It  is  a  life  of  liberty  3  J'or  ^^d:cre,the  Spirit  of  the 
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Isord  /V,  there  is  liberty.     He  brings  us  into  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God.     Before  the  Spi- 
idt  comes  with  his  faving  influences,  the  man  is  in 
lK>ndage,  in   bondage  unto  fin,  unto   Satan,  unto 
the  law,  and  unto  the  curfe  and  condemnation  of 
God ;  but  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord   freesT  us  from 
all  thcfc :  Chrifl,  by  his  Spirit,  fets  the  captives  of 
the  mighty  at  liberty,  and  delivers  the   prey  from 
the  terrible.     7.  It  is  a  hid  life,  CoL  iii.  3.  Tour  life 
is  Idd  with  Cbriji  in  God:  And  believers  arc  called 
God -8  hidden  ones,   Pfai.  Ixxxiii.  3.     The  fpring 
and  fountain   of  this  life   is  hid,    namely,  an  nn- 
fccn  Chrift,  for  with  him  is  the  fountain  of  life. 
The  fubjeft  of  this  life  is  hid,    even  the  hidden 
man  of  the  heart.     The    adlings   of  this   life  are 
hid,  and  the  means  of  its  fupport ;  he  feeds  upon 
the  hidden  manna  and  the  tree  of  life,  whicb  is  in 
the  midjl  of  the  paradife  of  God.  And  then  the  beauty 
and  glory  of  this  life  is  hid ;  for  the  kings  daughter 
is  all  glorious  within.     The  beauty  of  the  hypocrite's 
life  lies  all  in  the  outfide,  painted  fepulchres.    8.  It 
is  a  heavenly  life,  they  are  made  to  live  above  the 
world :    Our   converfation    is  in  heaven,    fays    the 
apoftle.     They  look  on  themfelves  as  pilgrims  and 
ftrangers  on  the  earth,  and  therefore  look  not  fo 
much  to  the  things  that  are  feen,  as  to  the  things 
that  are  not  feen.     With  Mojes,  they  have  a  refpeSl 
to  the  recompenfe  of  reward :  Their  eyes  are  fet  up- 
on the  land  that  is  very  far  off,  and  the  king  in  his 
beauty,     9.  It  is  a  royal  life,    for  they  are  made 
•kings  and priefts  unto  God,  Rev.  i.  5.     They  have  a 
royal  kingdom,  of  which  they  are  heirs ;  I  appoint 
unto  you  a  kingdom,  {2iy^  Chrift,  a  royal  crown,  a 
crown  of  glory  which  fadcth  not  away.     They  fhall 
have  a  roy?il  throne  at  laft,  Rev.  iii.  2  r.  royal  robes, 
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princely  attire,  the  garments  qf  falvation,  a  royal 
table  pi^ovidcd  theno,  Ifai.  xxvi.  6.  A  fi^  ^  of 
fat  things^  a  feajl  of  wines  on  the  lees,  qffat  tbinp 
full  of  marrow^  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refin^,  A 
royal  guard  continually  attending  them,  the  angels 
of  God,  and  the  attributes  of  the  divine  nature,  Sfr, 
10.  It  is  an  eternal  life,  John  xvii.  3.  Ihis  is  life 
eternal^  to  know  thee  the  only  true  God^  and  Jefu^ 
Chriji  whom  thou  haji  fent.  '  The  faving  knowled^ 
of  a  God  in  Chrift,  what  is  it  but  the  firft  dawn? 
ings  of  eternal  glory  in  the  foul  ?  and  where  he 
once  dawns,  he  is  always  in  the  afcendant  until 
the  mid-day  of  glory  come :  for  ^is  goings  forth  (ire 
prepared  as  the  morning. 

The  fourth  thing  is  the  ufe  of  the  doftrine : 
and  waving  other  ufes  that  might  be  made  of  this 
doftrine,  1  (hall  only  improve  it  by  vvray  of  examir 
nation  and  of  exhortation. 

The  firft  ufe  (hall  bp  of  trial  and  examination. 
Oh  try,  firs,  whether  or  not  thefe  faving  influences 
of  the  Spirit  did  ever  breathe  upon  yqur  fouls,  yea 
or  not :  Fqr  your  trial,  I  fhall  only  fuggeft  thefc 
few  things. 

I.  If  thefe  breathings  have  blown  upon  thy  foul, 
then  he  has  blown  away  the  vail  and  face  of  the 
covering  that  was  naturally  upon  thy  mind  and 
underftanding ;  he  has  given  you  other  views  of  fpir 
ritual  and  divine  things,  than  you  can  have  by  siby 
natural  or  acquired  knowledge :  The  fpirit  of  the 
Lord  is  called  a  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelar 
tion,  Eph.  i.  becaufp  hp  reveals  thefe  things  to  the 
foul,  which  flcfli  and  blood  is  not  able  to  receive 
prunderftand.  §0  then,  has  the  Spirit  teftified  of 
fChrift  unto  you  \  Has  he,  who  commanded  light 
to  £hine  put  of  darknefsj  Jhimd  into  your  hearty  to^ 
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^voe  tie  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  face  of  Jefus  Cbrijl?  and  as  a  fruit  and  confc- 
quent  of  this, 

2.  If  the  wind  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  has  blowa 
upon  thy  foul,  he  has  blown  away  fome  of  the 
filth  of  hell  that  did  cleave  to  thy  foul,  and  has 
transformed  thee  unto  his  own  image^  2  Cor.  m. 
Beholding^  as  in  a  glafs^  -the  glory  of  the  Lord,  thou 
art  changed  into  the  fame  image  from  glory  to  glory  y 
even  as  by  thejpirit  of  the  Lord.  If  you  have  the 
Spirit)  the  fame  mind  will  be  in  you  that  was  alfo  in 
Cbriji  Jefus ;  for  he  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one 
fpirit.  You  will  imitate  and  refemble  him  ir\  his 
imitable  perfeftions,  in  his  holinefe,  mecknefs,  felf- 
denial,  patience.  He  is  a  holy  God,  and  wherever 
he  comes  be  works  holinefs,  and  makes  the  foul 
holy. 

3.  If  this  wind  has  blown  upon  your  fouls,  then 
it  has  driven  you  from  your  lying  jefuges,  and 
made  you  take  fanduary  in  Chrift.  He  has  driven 
you  from  the  law,  and  made  you  confent  to  the 
method  of  falvation  thro'  the  righteoufneft  of  the 
Son  of  God.  /  thro  the  law,  fays  the  apoftle,  am 
dead  to  the  law^  that  I  may  live  unto  God.  This  is 
the  dcfign  of  all  the  Spirit's  influences,  to  lead  fin- 
jiers  off  from  fin,  off  from  felf,  off  from  the  law, 
that  they  may  reft  in  Chrift  only. 

4.  If  ever  you  felt  any  of  the  reviving  gales  of 
this  wind  of  the  Spirit,  you  will  long  for  new  gales 
and  breathings  of  it  j  and  when  thefe  breathings  are 
fufpendcd  and  with-held,  your  fouls  will  be  like  to 
faint,  as  it  were,  like  a  man  that  wants  breath; 
you  will  pant  for  the  air  of  the  Spirit's  influences, 
like  JD^n;iV,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  My  foul  longeth  for  thee  in  a 
dry  and  thirjly  land,  wherein  there  is  no  water ;  and 
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Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  2.  My  foul  longetby  yea^  even  faintetb 
for  the  courts  of  the  LorJ-j  my  heart  and  fiejh  cry  out 
for  the  living  God;  Oh,  for  another  gale  of  his 
^irit  in  publick  ordinances. 

5.  If  you  have  feljt  the  breathings  of  this  wind, 
you  will  not  fnufF  up  the  eaft-wind  of  fin  and  va- 
nity, John  ly.  14.  JVhofoevfr  drinketb  of  the  water 
that  IJhall  give  bim^  jhall  never  tbirjl.  You  will 
not  thirft  immoderately  after  the  things  of  time  j 
no,  no,  you  will  fee  them  to  be  but  mere  tra{h 
and  vanity.  You  will  chufe  the  better  part  that 
cannot  be  taken  froni  you :  You  will  feck  things 
that  are  above,  where  Chrift  is  at  the  right  hand  of 
God. 

6.  If  this  wind  has  blown  upon  thy  foul,  then 
you  will  follow  the  motion  of  this  wind  ;  you  wilj 
not  run  crofs  to  this  wind,  but  will  go  along  with 
it;  I  niean,  you  will  yield  yourfelyes  unto  the 
condudt  of  the  Spirit  fpeakiqg  in  his  word  ;  for  as 
many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit^  are  the  fons  of  God. 
But,  fay  you,  how  (hall  I  know  if  I  be  led  by 
the  Spirit  of  God  ?  I  anfwer.  ( i.)  If  ye  foltow  the 
Spirit,  then  ye  will  not  fulfil  the  lufts  of  the  flefli ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  you  will  ftudy  to  crucify  the 
fiejh  with  the  affeSiions  and  lujls :  You  will  be  ready 
to  cut  off  your  right  hand,  and  to  pluck  out  the 
right  eye  fins  at  the  Lord's  command.  (2.)  Thei^ 
the  way  wherein  you  walk  will  be  a  way  of  holinefs^ 
for  he  is  a  fpirit  of  fandlification,  and  a  way  of 
truth ',  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  a  fpirit  of 
truth,  and  he  leads  into  all  truth.  A  way  of  up- 
rightnefs,  Pfal.  cxVni.  10.  Thy  Spirit  is  good,  lead 
me  into  the  land  of  uprigknefs.  (3.)  Yc  know, 
leading  imports  fpontaneity  and  willingnefs.  There 
jis  a  great  difference  between  leading  and  drawing* 
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bctwecQ  being  driven  by  the  wind,  and  following- 
it^  motion  of  the  wind.  Sometimes  indeed  the 
wicked,  a  hypocrite,  a  natural  man,  by  a  flrong 
north- wind  of  convidlion,  may  be  driven  on  to  duty 
through  the  force  of  terror  -,  but  the  believer,  he  is 
a  voluntier,  be  freely  yields  himfelf  to  the  Spirit's 
conduit  :  he  rejoices  to  work  righteoufnefs,  and  to 
remember  God  in  his  ways ;  whenever  he  hears  the 
Spirit  whifpering  in  his  ears,  and  faying,  Tiis  is  the 
^ipajf^  walk  ye  in  it^  prefently  he  complies ;  when 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lays,  come^  he  immediately 
ccho$  back  again  and  fays.  Behold^  I  come  unto 
ihee^  for  thou  art  the  Lord  my  God.  Now  try  your- 
felves  by  thefe  things. 

'JThc  fecond  ufe  fhall  be  of  exhortation.  Is  it  fo, 
that  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  are  fo  ncceffary  in 
order  to  our  revival  j  then  be  exhorted  to  look  up 
to  heaven,  and  pry  for  the  breathings  of  the  Spirit. 
O  firs,  will  ye  turn  the  words  of  my  text  into  a 
prayer,  and  fay,  Come  from  the  four  winds^  O  breathy 
and  breathe  upon  thefe  Jlain^  that  they  may  live.  I 
might  enforce  this  exhortation  by  many  motives ;  I 
only  name  them. 

IVfoTiVE  I.  Cpnfider,  firs,  that  fpiritual  deadnefs 
is  very  prevalent  in  the  day  wherein  we  live.  There 
is  a  great  multitudeof  dryboneslcattered  up  and  down 
our  valley  of  vifion  ;  there  are  niany  that  carry  the 
marks  of  a  deadly  leprofy  on  their  foreheads ;  their 
atheifm,  their  profanity,  irreligiqn,  and  other  grofs 
abominations  plainly  declare  to  the  world,  that 
they  are  ftark  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins.  And 
^las,  may  it  not  be  for  niatter  of  lamentation,  that 
even  many  of  thefe,  who  in  the  judgment  of 
charity,  have  the  root  of  the  matter,  the  principles' 
of  fpiritual  life,  are  yet  under  fad  decays  of  the 
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life  of  grace.  Alas,  it  is  hot  with  Scotlamt^  inU 
nifters  and  profeflbrs  as  once  in  a  day  if  lias  1)een. 
I  might  produce  many  melancholy  evidences  of  this, 
if  time  would  allow.  Remember  thefe  already  men- 
tioned,  the  general  loathing  of  the  word,  &c. 

Motive  2.  Confider  the  evil  and  danger  of  fpi- 
titual  deadnefs.  The  evil  of  it  will  appear,  (i.)  If 
ye  confider  that  it  is  a  frame  of  fpirit,  direfily  crofs 
to  the  command  of  God.  God  commands  us  to 
frefent  ourfehes  a  living  facrijice  unto  him  \  and  indeed 
thii  is  our  reafonable  fervicej  Rom.  xii.  t.  Yea,  it 
is  crofs  unto  the  very  nature  of  God ;  for  God  is  a 
fpiritj  John  iv,  24.  and  they  that  worjhip  him  mufi 
worjhip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth.  (2.)  The  evil 
and  danger  of  it  appears  further  from  this,  that  it 
unfits  the  foul  for  every  duty,  and  marrs  our  com- 
munion and  fellowfhip  with  God.  God  meets  the 
lively  chriftian  in  the  way  of  duty,  thou  meeteft 
him  that  rejoiceth  and  worketh  rigbteoufnefs^  thofe 
that  remember  thee  in  thy  ways  j  but  for  the  man 
that  comes  to  him  with  a  Laodicean^  dead,  lifelefs, 
and  lukewarm  frame  of  Soul,  he  will  not  hold 
communion  with  that  man ;  no,  he  will  ipue  him 
out  of  his  mouth.  (3.)  It  opens  a  door  for  all 
other  fin,  and  renders  a  man  an  eafy  prey  unto  every 
temptation.  A  dead  man  can  make  no  manner  of 
refiftance,  he  is  carried  down  the  ftream  without  op- 
.pofition.  Then,  (4.)  It  lays  a  foundation  forfad  and 
terrible  challenges  from  confcience.  David's  fpiritual 
deadnefs  brought  him  to  that  pafs  at  the  long  run^ 
that  he  is  made  to  cry  out  of  broken  bones,  &c. 

Motive  3.  Confider,  that  as  the  breathings  of 
the  Spirit  are  neccffary  for  every  duty,  fo  particularly 
for  that  folemn  work  which  you  have  before  your 
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ands^  of  commemorating  the  death  of  the  exalu 
d  Redeemer,  I  might  here  let  you  fee,  bow  the 
ifloence^  of  the  Spirit  are  neceflary  fer  every  part 
f  your  work, .  if  time  would  allow^  without  the 
Ipirit's  influences  of  light,  you  can  never  examine 
rourfelves  to  purpofe  5  it  is  the  f^rit  of  the  Al^ 
nighty  that  ghetb  underjianding^  how  to  fearch  out 
be  myftcry  of  iniquity  in  the  heart,  which  is 
kceitfid  above  all  things^  and  defperately  wicked.  And 
ben  without  the  Spirit  you  cannot  mourn  for  fin ; 
or  it  is  the  kindly  in^uences  of  the  Spirit  that 
haws  the  heart  into  evangelical  tears,  Zecb.  xii.  lo. 
Vithout  the  Spirit,  you  cannot  diicern  the  broken 
K)dy  of  a  Redeemer,  for  it  is  the  Spirit  that  tefti-* 
ics  of  Chrift.  /  mil  pour  the  Spirit  of  grace  on 
he  hmfe  of  David,  and  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem ; 
nd  then  follows,  They  Jhall  look  unto  me  whom 
bey  have  pierced^  and  they  jhall  mourn  for  him.  In 
.  word,  you  cannot  exercife  any  grade,  you  can- 
lot  wreftlc  in  prayer,  you  cannot  have  any  right 
lews  of  the  contrivance  of  redemption,  you  cannot 
ake  hold  of  God's  covenant,  or  improve  any  pro- 
pife  of  the  covenant,  without  the  Spirit. 

Motive  4.  Confider  the  excellency  of  thefe  in* 
luences  of  the  Spirit,  i.  They  blow  from  an  ex- 
relient  corner  and  original ;  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  the 
uthor  of  them,  and  you  know  he  proceeds  from 
he  Father  and  the  Son ;  fo  that  a  whole  Trinity,  as 
t  ?vere,  convey  tl^cmfclves  with  thefe  breathings. 
\.  They  are  the  purchafe  of  a  Redeemer's  blood, 
ind  therefore  excellent.  There  is  not  the  leaft 
jrace,  or  the  leaft  gale  of  the  Spirit  that  is  given 
o  believers,  but  it  coft  Chrift  the  blood  of  his 
leart;  he  purchafcd  grace  as  well  as  glory.  3.  Thefe 
nfluenccs  qf  the  Spirit^  ^  it  were,  fuppty  Chrift's 
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room  while  he  is  in  glory.     And  truly,  firs,  I  may 
lafcly  fay  it,  upon  fcripture  warrant,  that  the. pre- 
^nce  of  the  Spirit  with  believers  upon  earth,  is  a 
greater  blcfling  than  the  mere  bodily  prefencc  of 
Chrift  ;   and  therefore  Chrift  tells  his  difdples  by 
way  of  comfort,  John  xvi.  If  I  go  not  awoy^  the 
comforter  will  not  come  j   but  if  1  go  away^  I  wJl 
fend  him.     As  if  he  had  faid,  when  I  am  gone,  the 
Spirit  will  be  poured  out  from  on  high,  which  is 
far  better  for  you  than  my  bodily  prefence.  4.  Thcfc 
breathings  of  the  Spirit  are  pledges  of  glory,  the 
earneft-penny  of  the  inheritance^  Ef^b.  i.  13,     ^- 
ter  that  ye  believed^  ye  were  fcaled  with  the  Bolj 
Spirit  of  ^)romi/e^  which  is  the  earnejl  of  our  inherit-' 
ance.     5.  Their  excellency  appears  from  the  ex- 
cellent cffefts  that  they  produce  upon  the  foul ; 
they  beautify   the  foul  on  whom  they  fall,    and 
make  it  like  a  field  which  the  Lord  hath  blefled ; 
they  render  the  foul  fruitful  in  every  good  word 
and  work^  Hof.  xiv.  5.  I  will  be  as  the  dew  unto  Ifrael. 
And  what  follows?    'Ihey  Jf:all  grow  as  the  lilfyy  and 
caft  forth  their  roots  as  Lebanon.     Ifai.  xliv.  3,  4, 
J  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirjly^  and  floods 
upon  the  dry  groufid :  I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy 
Jced^  and  my  blejjing  upon  thy  offspring ;    and  tlien 
follows,  vcr.  4.  'They  JJoall  fpring  up  as  among  tbe^ 
grafs,  as  willows  by  the  water-courfes. 

^cji.  What  advice  or  counfcl  da  you  give  in 
order  to  our  obtaining  or  recovering  the  enlightening 
and  reviving  gales  of  the  Spirit?  Anf.  Be  fenfible 
of  your  deadnefs,  and  mourn  over  it  j  for  the  Lord 
comforts  them  that  mourn  in  Zion  \  he  will  give 
them  beauty  for  afl:es^  the  oil  of  joy  for  mournings 
and  the  garment  cf  praife  for  thefpirit  of  heavinefs. 
And  then  follows,  Iheyjhall  be  c^led  trees  of  rigbte* 
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mfnefi,  the  planted  of  the  Lord,  that  be  may  be  gio^ 
rifi/d^  Kai.  Ixi.  2,  3. 

t.  Be  much  upon  the  mount  of  divine  medi- 
tation, for  here  it  is  that  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord 
breathes.  While  I  was  mufingy  the  fire  lurned^  fays 
David^  Pfah  xxxix.  23.  Pfal.  Ixiii.  ^^  6.  While  I 
meditate  on  thee  in  the  night-watches^  my  foul  JI:all  be 
jatisfted  as  with  marrow  andfatnefs. 

3.  Cry  mightily  unto  God  for  thefe  influences 
that  he  would  pour  down  his  Spirit  from  on  high  j 
iQiif  ye  being  evil  (fays  Chiift)  know  ho^vtogivr 
good  gifts  unto  your  children,  hew  much  more  will  not 
pwr  heavenly  Father,  give  his  Spirit  unto  them  that  afk 
him,  Luke  xi.  13.  Plead  the  promifcs  of  the  new 
covenant:  and  particularly  be  much  in  pleading  this 
abfolute  promife  of  the  Spirit,  I/ai.  xliv»  3.  J  will 
four  water  upon  him  that  is  thirjiyy  afid  foods  upon 
the  dry  ground.  I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  Jeed^ 
ficc.  Ezek.  XXX vi,  27.  /  will  put  my  Spirit  within 
them^  and  caufe  them  to  walk  in  myfatutes.  But  ftill 
remember,  firs,  that  thefe  promifes  are  to  be  ma- 
naged by  the  prayer  of  faith.  We  are  to  turn  God's 
promife  into  prayers ;  for  it  is  added,  *:;.  37.  For 
thefe  things  will  I  be  enquired  of  by  the  koufe  ^/'Ifrael, 
to  dq  it  for  them. 

4.  Make  confcience  of  waiting  on  him  in  all  the 
duties  and  ordinances  of  his  appointment,  particu- 
larly the  preaching  of  the  word  ;  and  beware  of  a 
legal  frame  of  fpirit  in  your  attending  upon  thefe 
ordinances,  as  if  thereby  you  could  merit  any  thing 
at  God's  hand,  or  as  if  God  were  obliged  to  you  for 
what  you  do  this  way  5  for  we  receive  the  Spirit , 
l&ys  the  apoftle,  not  by  the  works  of  the  law  but 
hy  the  bearing  of  faith.  Gofpel-ordinances  are  the 
ufual  chariots  in  which  the  Spirit  ridt* s,  f|hen  he 
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makes  His  entrance  at  firft^  or  when  he  retttrftt 

into  the  foul  after  abfence. 

5.  Study  to  have  union  with  Chrift;  for  it  is 
upon  them  that  are  in  Chrift^  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
and  of  glory  refls.  He  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord^ 
is  one  fpirit  with  him.    The  oil  of  gladnefs  that  was 

Soured  upon  the  head  of  our  exalted  jiartm  runs 
own  upon  the  fkirts  of  his  garmentSj  upon  every 
member  of  his  myftical  body. 


The  groans  of  believers  under  their  burdens. 

BEING    A 

SERMON  preached  in  the  Tolhooth 
Church,  upon  a  fail  before  the  Sacrament 
of  our  Lord's  fupper,  OEiober  27, 1720, 

jBy /A^jRw.  Afr.  E BENE ZER  Erskine. 

2  Cojt;  V.  4. 

Wc  that  are  in    this  tabernacle  do   groan^  Being- 

burdened. 

IN  the  firft  vcrfe  of  this  chapter,  the  apoftlc  gives 
tt  it;afon  why  he  and  others  of  the  faints  in  his 
Y  did  endure  perfecution  for  the  caufe  of  Chrift, 
w  \x\\  luch  an  unfliaken  conftancy  and  holy  magna* 
uiu)ity«  He  tcUs  us,  that  they  had  the  profpeft  of 
U-Uvi  ihingSt  the  folid  and  well-grounded  hope  of  a»* 
\\4,w\  iuunortality  to  follow  upon  the  diiTolution. 
^^f  tVw  Av-tabcrnaclc  of  the  body.     Ye  need  not 

wonder^ 
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wonder,  as  if  he  would  have  faid,  tho'  we  cheer<- 
fuUy  and  willingly  undergo  the  (harpeft  trials  for 
religion  :   For  we  inawy  that  if  the  earthly  boufe  of 
this  tabernacle  were  dijfohedy  we  have  a  building  of 
God%  an  bmfe  not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the 
heavens.    When  the  poor  believer  can  fay  with  Da- 
vid,  IJhall  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  for  ever^  he 
will  be  ready  to  join  iffiad  with  the  fame  holy  man. 
Though  Iwalk  through  the  valley  ofthejhadow  of  deaths 
IwiUfear  no  evil.    Yea,  fo  far  is  the  apoftlc  from 
being  damped  or  difcouraged  at  the  thoughts  of. 
death,  that  he  rather  invites  it  to  do  its  office,  by 
ftriking  down  the  clay  tabernacle,  that  his  foul  may 
be  at  liberty  to  afcend  to  thefe  manfions  of  glory^ 
that  his  blefled  friend  and  elder  brother  hath  prepared 
for  him  above,  ver.  2.  In  this  we  groan  earnejlly^  4e^ 
Jirif^  to  be  clothed  upon  with  our  boufe  which  is  from 
heaven.     He  knew  very  well,  that  when  he  fhould 
be  (Iripped  of  this  mortajl  body,  he  ^ould  not  be 
found  naked,  as  it  is,  v.  3.  but  clothed  with  a  robe  of 
ghry  and  immortality.     And  in  the  verfe  read,  he 
gives  a  reafon  why  he  was  fo  deJGrous  to  change  his 
quarters;  and  'tis  drawn  from  the  uneafine.fs  and 
inconveoiency  of  his  prefent  lodging,  while  cooped 
up  in  this  clay-tabefnacle,  IFe  that  are  in  this  taber^ 
nacle^  (ays  he,  do  groan^  being  burdened. 

In  which  words  we  may  briefly  notice,  i .  The 
believers  prefent  lodging  or  habitation  \  he  is  in  a 
tabernacle,  2.  His  melancholy  difpofition ;  he  is 
-gnmning.  3.  The  caufe  or  reafon  of  his  groans ; 
being  burdened. 

1.  I  fay,  we  have  an  account  of  .the  believer^s 
preient  lodging  or  habitation ;  he  is  //;  this  taber-^ 
mscle.  By  the  tabernacle  here,  we  are  to  under- 
Hand  the  body,  fo  called,  becaufe  it  is  a  weak, 
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moveable  fort  of  habitation ;  (as  we  may  hear  Iftofe 
fully  afterwards.)  The  indwellcr  of  this  lodging  is 
the  noble  foul,  which  is  faid  to  be  in  this  taber- 
nacle, while  it  is  in  an  embodied  (late ;  fo  that  the 
meaning  is.  We  that  are  in  this  tabernacle  5  that  is, 
wc  that  are  living  in  the  body, 

2.  We  have  the  melancholy  difpofition  of  the 
poor  believer,  while  in  this  lodging;  he  groanSi 
the  word  in  the  original,  T^voL^f^y  rendered,  to  groan^ 
we  find  taken  in  a  threefold  fenfe  in  fcripture. 
ifty  It  is  an  expreffion  of  grief,  Heb.  xiii.  ly.  Obej 
them  that  have  the  rule  over  yoti^  that  they  may  give 
their  account  of  you,  not  with  griefs  or,  as  it  may 
be  rendered,  not  with  groans.  It  is  the  fame  word 
that  is  here  ufed.  There  is  nothing  more  ordinary, 
when  a  perfon  is  burdened  and  prefled  in  fpirit, 
than  to  give  vent  to  the  heart  in  fobs  and  groans ; 
and  thus  ftands  the  cafe  with  the  Lord's  peo- 
ple nrrany  times,  while  in  the  tabernacle  of  the 
body.  2dly.  It  is  fometimes  an  expreffion  of  diP 
pleafure,  James  v.  9.  Grudge  not  one  againji  dn* 
other.  It  is  the  fame  word,  that  is  here  rendered  to 
groan;  and  fo  it  imports,  that  the  believer  is  difla* 
tisfied  with,  or  diflaffe<3:ed  to  his  prefent  quarters  5 
he  does  not  like  it,  in  comparifon  of  the  better  ha- 
bitation that  he  has  in  view.  3^^,  It  is  fometimes 
taken  as  an  expreffion  of  ardent,  paffionate  and 
earncft  defire :  Thus  the  word  is  taken  in  the  ad 
verfe  of  this  chapter.  In  this  we  groan  earneftly^  de^ 
firing  to  be  clothed  upon  with  our  boufe,  which  is  from 
heaven,  I  fhall  not  exclude  any  of  thefe  fenfes  from 
the  apoftle's  fcope  in  thefe  words. 

3.  In  the  words  we  have  the  caufe  or  reafon  of 
"the  believer's  groans,  bei;ig  burdened.  Many  a  weary 
weight  and  heavy  load  has   the  believer  hanging 
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about  hiJli>  While  pafling  through  this  valley  of  Baca^ 
Avhich  make  him  to  go  many  times  with  a  bowed- 
down  back;  What  thefe  weights  and  burdens  are, 
yc  may  hear  more  fully  afterward. 

The  obfervation  I  offer  from  the  words,  is  this, 
^bat  believers  are  many  times  burdened j  even  unto 
groaning y  while  in  the  clay'tabemacle  of  the  body\  we 
that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan,  being  bur* 
dened. 

The  method  I  (hall  obferve  in  handling  this  doc- 
trine,  is»  i.  To  give  you  fome  account  of  the  be- 
liever's prefent  iodgihg ;  he  is  in  a  tabernacle.  2.  Of 
the  believer's  burdens  in  this  tabernacle.  3.  Of 
his  groans  under  thefe  burdens.  4.  Conclude  with 
fome  improvement  of  the  whole^ 

I.  Thefirft  thing  is,  To  give  you  fome  account 
of  the  belicver^s  prefent  lodging  while  in  the  body ; 
:md  there  are  thefe  two  or  three  things  that  I  remark 
about  it,  which  I  find  in  the  text  and  context. 

I .  Then,  I  find  it  is  called  a  houfe  in  the  firft  verfe 
of  this  chapter ;  and  it  is  fitly  fo  called,  becaufe  of 
its  rare  and  curious  flrudture  and  workmanfhip, 
Ffal.  cxxxix.  14,  15.  /  will  praife  thee^  for  I  am 
fearfully  and  wonderfully  made-,  marvellous  are  thy 
^worksy  and  that  my  foul  knowetb  right  well.  My  fub^ 
fiance  was  not  bid  from  thee^  when  I  was  made  in  fe^ 
crety  and  curioufly  wrought  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
earth.  The  body  of  man  is  a  wonderful  piece  of 
architedlure,  the  fkill  and  wifdom  of  the  great 
Creator  is  wonderfully  difcovered  therein  \  it  is  fet 
up,  as  it  were,  by  line  and  rule,  in  fuch  exad  or- 
der, that  the  moll  curious  piles  and  edifices  in  the 
world  are  but  a  chaos  or  mafs  of  confufion,  when 
compared  therewith.  Take  a  clod  of  duft,  and 
compare  it  with  the  fleih  of  man,  unlcfs  we  were 
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inftruded  of  it  before  hand,  we  would  not  imflgifiC 
it  to  be  one  and  the  fame  matter,  confidering  the 
beauty  and  excellency  of  the  one  above  the  other } 
which  evidently  proclaims  the .  being,  power,  and 
wifdom  of  the  great  Creator,  who  made  us  and  not 
we  ourfelves,  and  who  can  fubhmate  matter  above 
its  firft  original. 

2.  I  remark,  concerning  the  believer's  prefent 
lodging,  that  however  curious  its  ftrudlure  be,  yet 
it  is  but  a  houfe  of  earth ;  therefore  called  in  the 
firft  verfe,  an  earthly  houfe :  And  it  is  fo,  efpecially 
in  a  threefold  refpedt  j  i.  In  refpcS  of  its  original, 
it  is  made  of  .earth.  It  is  true,  all  the  elements 
meet  in  the  body  of  man,  fire,  earth,  water  and 
air;  but  earth  is  the  predominant :  And  therefore, 
from  thence  he  is  faid  to  have  his  rife,  Jobiv.  lo. 
He  dwells  inhoufes  of  cla)\  and  bis  foundation  is  in  the 
duft.  Whatever  be  the  beauty,  flrength,  ftrudlure, 
or  high  pedigree  of  men ;  yet  as  to  their  bodies,  they 
claim  no  higher  extra(^t  than  tlie  duft  of  the  earth. 
%.*  It  is  a  houfe  of  clay,  in  refpedt  of  the  means  that 
fupport  it ;  it  (lands  upon  pillars  of  duft :  For  the 
corn,  wine  and  oil,  wherewith  the  body  of  man  is 
maintained,  do  all  fpring  out  of  the  earth,  Ihf.  ii. 
21,  22.  God  is  faid  to  hear  the  heavens,  the  heavens 
to  hear  the  earth,  the  earth  to  bear  the  com,  wine  and 
dil,  and  thefe  to  bear  JezreeL  And,  if  thefe  props 
be  withdrawn,  how  foon  will  the  clay-tabernacle 
fall  to  the  ground,  and  return  to  its  original  I  3.  Ic 
is  a  houfe  of  earth  in  refpedt  of  its  end ;  it  returns 
thither  at  its  diflblution  :  Accordingl)')  fee  that  of 
God  to  Adam,  Gen.  iii.  17.  Dufi  thou  art,  and  untt^ 
duft  thou  fhalt  return.  Perhaps  tliere  may  be  fome 
ollufion  unto  thefe  three,  in  that  pallionate  excla- 
mation of  the  prophet  jeremiab  to  the  rebellious 
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y«tei,  jcr,  xxii.  29,  0  ^^r/i&,  earthy  earthy  hear  the 
VMrdoftbe  Lord.  They  were  earth  in  their  original^ 
they  were  earth  as  to  their  fupport,  and  they  would 
return  unto  earth  in  the  end. 

3*  I  remark,  concerning  the  believer's  prefeot 
lodging,  that  it  is  but  at  beft  a  tabernacle;  ib  it  1$ 
called,  verfc  firft,  If  the  earthly  houff  of  this  taber^ 
nacle  "were  Sfohedi  and  again  here,  We  that  are  in 
this  tabernacle  do  groan^  being  burdened.  Now,  a 
tabernacle  or  a  tent  is  a  moveable  or  portable  kind  of 
habitation,  and  is  peculiar  efpecially  to  two  forts  of 
men:  i.  Unto  travellers  or  wayfaring  men«  2. 
To  foldiers  or  wayfaring  men.  ijl.  I  fay  tabernacles 
or  tents,  they  are  peculiar  to  ftrangers  or  wayfaring 
men*  Strangers,  efpecially  in  the  eaftern  countries^ 
ufed  to  carry  thefe  portable  houfes  about  with  tbem^ 
becaufe  of  the  inconveniencies  which  they  were  ex* 
pofed  to :  Hence,  Heb.  x\.  g.  it  is  faid  of  Abraham^ 
that  by  faith  hefojournedin  the  land  fif  promife^  as  in 
ajlrange  country^  dwelling  in  tabernacles^  with  Ifaac 
am  Jacobs .  heirs  of  the  fame  promife.  They  dwelt 
in  tabernacles,  becaufe  they  had  no  prefent  inhe« 
ritance ;  they  were  but  Grangers  and  pafTengers  in 
the  country.  To  this  the  apoflle  probably  alludes 
here;  and  fo  this  intimates  to  us,  that  the  faints  of 
God,  while  in  the  body,  are  pilgrims  and  fhrangers, 
not  as  yet  arrived  at  their  own  country,  /  am  a 
Jlranger  in  the  earthy  fays  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  cxix. 
19.  And  it  is  faid  of  the  fcripture-worthies,  Heb. 
xi*  13.  that  they  confejjfed  that  they  were  Jlran^- 
gers  on  earth ;  they  defired  a  better  country j  that 
is  an  heavenly.  O  believer,  thou  aft  not  a  re£i- 
denter,  but  only  a  pafTenger  through  this  valley  of 
Baca  ',  and  therefore  ftudy  a  difpofition  of  foul  fuit* 
able  to  thy  prefent  condition.     2.  Tabernacles,  as 
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ihcy  were  ufcd  by  ftrangers  and  wayfaring  mcn^ 
(o  by  foldicrs  and  wayfaring  men,  who  arc  obliged 
frequently  to  move  their  camps  from  one  place  to  an- 
other :  Believers,  while  they  are  in  the  tabernacle 
of  the  body,  muft  adl  the  part  of  foldiers,  and  fight 
their  way  to  the  promtfed  land,  through  the  very 
armies  of  belt  IVe  wreftle  not  (fays  the  apoftle) 
ivithflejh  and  bloody  but  with  principalities  and  powers^ 
and  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this  worlds  with  Jpirituai 
wickednejfes  in  high  places^  Eph.  vi.  12,  And  there- 
fore, as  the  apoftle  exhorts,  it  concerns  us  to  put  on 
the  whole  armour  of  Gody  the  floicld  of  faith^  the 
helmet  of  fahationy  the  breajtplate  of  rightcoufnefsy 
the  girdle  of  truths  and  to  be  frequently  accuftoming 
ourfclvcs  to  a  holy  dexterity  in  weilding  and  manag- 
ing the  fwofd  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of 
God,  that  fo  we  may  be  able  to  make  a  couragious 
(land  in  the  day  of  batrie,  and  at  laft  come  off  the 
field  in  a  vidorious  manner,  when  Chrift  the  cap- 
tain of  falvation  fliall  found  the  retreat  at  death. 
Thus  the  believer's  lodging  in  a  tabernacle,  (hews 
him  to  be  both  a  traveller  and  a  foldier. 

4.  Another  thing  that  I  remark  concerning  the 
believer's  lodging,  is,  that  it  is  but  a  tottering  and 
crazy  houfe,  that  is  (hortly  to  be  taken  down ;  for, 
fays  the  apoftle,  ver.  i.  The  earthly  houfe  of  this  ta^ 
bernacle  is  to  be  difolved.  What  man  is  he  (fays  the 
Pfalmift)  that  liveth,  andjMl  not  fee  death  ?  -  Shall 
he  deliver  his  foul  from  the  hand  of  the  grave?  Pfal. 
Ixxxix.  49.  This  king  of  terrors  has  ercfted  his 
trophies  of  viftory  over  all  that  ever  fprung  of  A-^ 
dam ;  the  greaicft  Cefars  and  Alexanders^  who  made 
the  world  to  tremble  with  their  fword,  were  aW 
forced  at  laft  to  yield  themfelves  captives  unto  this 
grim  mcircpger  of  the  Lord  of  hofts:    There  is  no 
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^fcharge  of  this  warfare  ;  the  tabernacle  oFlhe  body 
muft  diflblvc.  However,  it  may  be  ground  of  en- 
couragement to  the  believer,  that  death  is  not  a  de- 
ftru(ftion  or  annihilation;  no^  as  the  apoflle  tells,  it 
is  only  a  diffolving,  or  taking  down  of  the  tent  or- 
tabernade ;  for  God  defigns  to  fct  up  this  tabernacle 
again  at  the  rcfurre<ftion,  more  glorious  than  ever :  it 
was  the  faith  of  this  that  comforted  and  encouraged 
yo6  under  his  afHiftion,  Job  xix.  25,  26.  I  know  that 
fm  Redeemer  livetb^  and  that  bejhalljiand  at  the  latter 
day  upon  the  earth.  And  thd^ivorms  deftroy  this  body^ 
and  tb(f  my  reins  be  confumed  within  me  (fays  he)  yet 
in  my  flefh  JhaH  I  fee  God.  So  much  for  the  firft 
thing  in  the  method. 

The  fecond  thing  propofed  was,  to  fpeak  a  Htde 
of  the  believer's  burdens  while  in  this  tabernacle.- 
This  earthly  houfc  lies  under  many  fervitudes,  and 
the  believer  (as  one  fays)  pays  a  dear  rent  for  his 
quarters.     For, 

I.  The  clay-tabernacle  itfelf  is  many  times  a  very 
heavy  burden  to  him ;  the  crazy  cottage  of  the  body 
is  liable  to  innumerable  pains  and  diftcmpers,  which 
make  it  lie  like  a  dead  weight  upon  the  foul,  where- 
by its  vivacity  and  adtivity  is  exceedingly  marred. 
•  When  the  poor  foul  would  mount  up,  as  upon  eagles 
wings,  the  body  will  not  bear  part  with  it :  So  that  - 
the  believer  feels  the  truth  of  Chrift's  apology  verifi- 
ed in  his  fad  experience,  T^be  fpirit  is  willing^  but 
thejkjh  is  weak. 

2  Not  only  is  he  burdened  with  a  burden  of 
day,  but  alfo  with  a  burden  of  (in ;  I  mean,,  in- 
dwelling corruption,  the  fecret  atheifm,  ennriity,- 
unbelief,  ignorance,  pride,  hypocrify,  and  other  a- 
bominations  of  his  heart.  O  but  this  be  a  heavy 
burden,  which  many  times  is  like  to  difpirit  thc- 

G  i^^  poor 


Wi*k 


> 


5^  Tee  groans  of  believers 

vxvi  beiicvcr,.iad  pre  Is  him  through  the  very  ground^ 
pj-:?.;  ^rh^'Ugh  a  man  according  to  God's  own  heart) 
rec  c  cs  our.  under  this  burden,  J0}o  can  under^ 
L:j  S>  :^^:rs  ?  cleiSnJ?  tbcu  me  from  fecret  faults^ 
y\\.  MX.  1".  And  the  apoftle  Paul  never  com- 
^A.i^cvi  i>  much  ot  any  buiden  as  of  this,  Rom.  vii, 
^^.  c^  wrz::hjd  man  that  I  am  !  wfjoJI?all  deliver  me 

•  '*#  '>i  .Vijv  s/Jinf     To  be  ri4of  this  burden,  the 
.voi  Klicvcr  many  times  would  be  content  that  this 

.:v-  :alx'rnacle  were  broken  into  fliivers. 

He  i.^  burdened  many  times  with  a  fcnfe  of 
xU^il  guilt,  which  he  has  contraifted  through 
ttV  v:a:cculcrncis  of  his  way  and  walk,  Confcience, 
t^.1:  J.v  iHiiy  oi  the  Lord  of  hofts  (being  fupported  by 
^•v  iiithority  of  the  law)  frequently  brings  in  a  hea- 
\%  I  aiclmcnt  againft  the  poor  foul,  and  tells  it, 
thu>  -ind  thus  thou  haft  finned,  and  trampled  upoii 
V^.c  Authority  of  God  the  great  lawgiver.  In  this 
s  i  V,  tS«  believer  cannot  but  take  with  the  charge, 
.ksi  .*\%  '.1,  with  David  J  Mine  iniquities  are  gene  over 
^..b  \\u\i,  they  are  as  a  burden  too  heavy  for  me  tQ 
%.,/,  r^il,  wwiii.  4.  And  P/2r/.  xl.  12.  hmumer^ 
^\.  Si  ">  \:\v  c:.r7:pa[fed  me  about,  thine  iniquities 
^  .  :.rCt  ^  ;.  /»/  /7  fKiy  Jo  that  I  a7n  not  able  to  look  up  : 
.V.   .  .   f$^.":  /:Kir.  the  hairs  of  my  head ^  therefore  my  ' 

^  S.  'X  uMtictimes  fadly  burdened  with  the 
;,v.»  ^  i*v  **  .\''  S.uan.  The  devil,  that  cunning 
s-  . .  '*.\-:,*  at  him,  and  fore  wounds  and 
^>.  .  ^N .  >•• .  uniwtimes  whole  fhowers  of  fiery 
^\.  . »  ,-  \  *.  l\*i!  isre  made  to  fly  about  his  ears. 
v..\\  %^  ^^**^  <*^'^'  ^^'^^^  ^^^^  fufi^ers  the  believer  to 
V  x^  *Ao\^\N\  ut'trd  and  bufieted  by  this  enemy: 
A  •^.'^  \^tvi  *'^*  tvliever  is  fore  burdened  in  this  cafe! 
Nv^A^NV>  Uc  ui  tcidv  to  conclude,  with  David,  one 

day 
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diy  or  otkcr  I  ihall  fall  by  this  roaring  Hon,  that  goes 
^^MHit  feeking  to  devour  me.  Sometimes  he  is 
brought  to  diftra^on,  faying,  with  Jebojhaphat  in 
great  extremity,  when  furrounded  by  enemies,  / 
know  mt  'wbai  to  do^  but  mine  eyes  are  towards  thee. 
But  kt  not  the  believer  think  ftrange  of  this,  feeing 
Chrift  himfelf  was  not  exempted  from  the  molefta- 
cioos  of  this  enemy. 

5#  Sometimes  the  believer  is  burdened  with  the 
burden  of  ill  company.  The  fociety  of  the  wick- 
ed, which  perhaps  is  unavoidable,  is  a  great  in* 
cumbrance  to  him,  and  tends  mightily  to  marr  and 
hinder  him  in  his  work  and  warfare.  Hence  David 
utters  that  mournfui  and  melancholy  complaint, 
Pfat.  cxx.  5,  6.  Wo  is  me  that  Ifyourn  in  Mefechj 
and  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Kedar.  The  believer  is  of 
Jacobs  difpofition,  with  reference  to  the  wicked. 
Gen.  xlix.  5,  6-  O  ;wy  foul^  come  not  thou  into  their 
fecret ;  unto  their  ajembly^  mine  honour^  be  not  thou 
united.  And  truly,  firs,  if  the  company  and  fociety 
of  the  wicked  be  not  your  burden,  it  is  a  fign  ye  arc 
of  their  fociety. 

6.  Sometimes  the  believer  is  fadly  burdened,  not 
.only  with  his  own  fins,  but  with  the  abounding 
iins  and  abominations  of  the  day  and  place  wherein 
he  lives.  /  beheld  tranfgrefors^  fays  David j  and  was 
grieved.  Rivers  of  waters  run  down  mine  eyes^  be*  - 
caufe  of  the  wicked^  who  break  thy  law^  Pfal.  cxix. 
'369  15^-  O  what  a  heart-breaking  t(;iing  is  it  to 
the  poor  foul,  to  fee  finners  dafhing  themfelves  to 
pieces  upon  the  thick  boffes  of  God's  buckler ;  and, 
as  it  were  upon  the  rock  of  falvation,  running  head- 
Jong  to  their  own  everlafting  ruin,  without  ever  re- 
iledting  upon  their  ways  !  His  very  bowels  yearn 
with  pity  towards  them,  who  will  not  pity  them- 
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felvcs.  Upon  this  account,  believers  are  frequently 
called  the  mourners  in  Zion :  Tbeyjigb  and  cry  for 
the  abominations  that  are  done  in  the  mtd/i  of  Jeruik^ 
lem,  Ezek.  ix.  4. 

y.  The  believer  is  many  times,  while  in  this  ta- 
bernacle, burdened  with  the  public  concerns  of 
Chrift  I  he  is  a  perfon  of  a  very  grateful  and  public 
fpirit.  Chrift  took  a  lift  of  them,  while  he  was  in 
a  low  ftate ;  and  therefore  he  cannot  but  be  con« 
cerned  for  the  concerns  of  his  kingdom  and  glory, 
efpecially  when  he  fees  them  fufFering  in  the  world. 
When  he  beholds  the  boar  out  of  the  wood,  or  the 
wild  bcaft  of  the  foreft,  open  and  avowed  enemies, 
wafting  and  devouring  the  Church  of  God;  when 
he  fees  the  foxes  fpoiling  the  tender  vines,  and  the 
watchmen  wounding,  fmiting,  or  taking  away  the 
vail  of  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  Song  v.  7.  When  he 
fees  the  privileges  of  the  Church  of  Chrift  invaded, 
her  dodtrine  and  worftiip  corrupted,  her  ordinary 
meals  retrenched  by  the  ftewards  of  the  houfe ;  thcfe 
things,  I  fay,  are  finking  and  opprefting  to  hisfpi-r 
rit;  he  then  hangs  his  harp  upon  the  willows,  when 
he  remembers  Zion.  In  this  cafe,  he  is  forrtrnful 
for  thefolemn  ajfemblyty  and  the  reproach  of  it  is  bis 
burden^  Zeph.  iii.  18. 

8.  The  poor  believer  has  many  times  the  burden 
of  great  croiTes  and  afHidlions  lying  upon  him,  and 
thefe  both  of  a  bodily  and  fpiritual  nature,  and 
deep  many  times  caUetb  unto  deep ;  the  deep  of  ex- 
ternal trouble  calls  to  the  deep  of  inward  diftrefs ; 
and  thefe,  like  two  feas  meeting  together,  do  break 
upon  him  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  'waters  are 
like  to  come  in  unto  bis  very  foul.  Sometimes,  I  fay, 
he  has  a  burden  of  outward  troubles  upon  him ; 
perhaps  a  burden  of  ficknefs  and  pain  upon  his 
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*  body,  whereby  the  crazy  tabernacle  of  clay  is  fore 
(hattered :  There  is  nofwndnefs  in  nyflejhy  fays  Da^ 
w^,  iecaufeofmyjiny  Pfal.  xxxviii.  3.  Sometimes 
he  is  burdened  with  poverty,  and  want  of  the  exter- 
nal neceflaries  of  life,  which  is  no  ftrange  thing, 
;  confidering  that  the  Son  of  God,  the  heir  of  all 
I  things,  became  poor;  and  fo  poor,  that,  as  hehimfelf 
i  declares,  The  foxes  baveholeSy  and  the  birds  of  the  air 
have  nejis,  but  the  Son  of  man  hath  not  wBere  to  lay 
bis  bead.  Sometimes  he  is  burdened  with  infamy 
and  reproach  ;  malice  and  envy  ftriking  at  his  repu- 
tation, and  wounding  his  name,  falfe  witnejfes^ 
fays  Daraidy  rofe  up  againjl  me^  and  laid  to  my  charge 
things  that  I  knew  not^  Pfal.  xxxv.  1 1.  Sometimes 
he  is  burdened  in  his  relations,  as  by  their  mifcar^ 
riages.  It  was  a  grief  of  heart  to  Rebecca^  when 
Efau  married  the  daughter  of  Beeri  the  Uittite^ 
Gen.xxvi.  34,  35.  And  no  doubt  David  had  ma- 
ny a  fad  heart  for  the  mifcarriages  of  his  children, 
particularly  of  Amnon  and  Abfalom.  Sometimes  he 
is  burdened. with  the  death  of  near  relations:  It  is 
grievous  to  him  when  the  Lord  takes  away  the  de- 
lire  of  his  eyes  with  a  ftroke.  I  might  here  tell 
you  alfo  of  many  trials  and  diftrcflcs  of  a  more  fpi- 
ritual  nature,  that  the  believer  is  exercifed  with,  be- 
£des  thefe  already  named.  Sometimes  he  has  the 
burden  of  much  weighty  work  lying  on  his  hand, 
and  his  heart  is  like  to  faint  at  the  profpeft  of  it, 
through  the  fenfe  of  his  own  utter  inability  to  ma- 
nage it,  either  to  God's  glory,  or  his  own  comfort, 
or  the  edification  of  others;  fuch  as  the  work  of 
his  ftation,  relation,  and  generation,  and  the  great 
work  of  his  falvation  :  This  lies  heavy  upon  him, 
till  the  Lord  fay  to  him,  as  he  faid  to  Faid  in  an- 
other cafe.  My  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee.  Some- 
times 
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times  the  believer  in  this  tabernacle  is  under  the  bur- 
den of  much  darknefs.  Sometimes  he  is  in  dark* 
nefs  as  to  his  ftate ;  hq  walks  in  darknefs,  and  has  no 
light)  iufomuch  that  he  is  ready  to  raze  the  foun* 
dation,  and  to  cry,  1  am  cafl  oat  of  tby  Jigbt ;  tbt 
Lord  hatbforfiiken  mCj  and  my  God  bath  forgotten  me^ 
Ifai.  xlix.  14.  Sometimes  he  is  in  darknefs  as  to  his 
duty,  whether  he  fhould  do  or  forbear.  Many  a 
perplexing  thought  rolls  in  his  breaft,  till  the  Lord 
by  his  Word  and  Spirit  fay  to  him,  ^hi%  is  the  way^ 
"walkye  in  it^  Ifai.  xxx.  21.  Sometimes  he  is  bur- 
dened with  diflance  from  his  God,  who  feems  to 
have  withdrawn  from  him  behind  the  mountains; 
and,  in  this  cafe,  he  cries,  with  the  church.  For 
tijefe  thi?2gs  mine  eye  weeps,  and  runs  down  with  wa* 
tery  becaufe  the  Comforter  which  fl^uld  relieve  my  foul 
is  far  from  niCy  Lam.  i.  16.  And  fometimes  it  is  a 
burden  to  him  to  think  that  he  is  at  fuch  a  diftance 
from  his  own  country  and  inheritance ;  and,  in  thi» 
cafe,  he  longs  to  be  over  Jordan^  at  the  promifAd 
land,  faying,  /  defirc  to  be  difjolved^  and  to  be  with 
Cbrijl^  which  is  beft  of  all,  Pbil.  i.  23.  Sometimes 
again  he  is  under  the  burden  of  fear,  particularly 
the  fear  of  death.  Heb.  ii.  1 5.  we  read  of  fome  who 
are  held  in  bondage  all  their  life,  through  fear  of 
death;  and  yet,  glory  to  God,  fuch  have  had  a  faf# 
landing  at  lad. 

Thus  I  have  told  you  of  fome  of  thefe  things 
wherewith  the  believer  is  burdened,  while  in  tne 
tabernacle  of  this  body. 

The  third  thing  in  the  method  was,  To  fpeak  of 
the  believer's  groaning  under  his  burden :.  For,  fays 
the  apoftle,  IVe  that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan^ 
being  burdened.  Upon  this  head  I  (hall  only  fuggeft 
two  or  three  confiderations. 

I.  Con- 
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\.  Confider,  That  the  working  of  the  believer's 
Lcart,  under  the  preflures  of  thefe  burdens,  vents 
t^lf  varioufly*  Sonfietimes  he  is  faid  to  be  in  hea- 
inefs,  J  Pet.  i.  6.  J^  need  be^  ye  are  in  beavinefs 
hr$ugb  manifold  temptations.  Sometimes  he  is  faid 
0  fi^  under  his  burdens,  and  to  figh  to  the  break- 
ng  of  his  loins ;  He  is  faid  to  fetch  his  fighs  from 
Jic  bottom  of  his  heart ;  My  Jighing  comes  before  I 
nt^  fays  yob.  Sometimes  his  burdens  make  him 
0  cry :  Sometimes  he  cries  to  his  God,  PfaL  qxxk. 
\.  Out  of  the  depths  have  I  cried  unto  tbee^  O  Lord. 
iometimes  he  cries  to  byfbnders  and  fpedators,  as 
^b  did  to  his  friends.  Have  pity  on  me^  O  ye  my 
rietuis  ;  for  the  hand  of  the  Lord  bath  touched  me^ 
fob  xix.  21.  Or,  with  the  church.  Lam.  i.  i%. 
b  it  nothing  to  you^  all  ye  that  pafs  by?  Behold  andfee^ 
f  there  be  any  farrow  like  unto  mv  forrtw^  wfer^- 
mth  the  Lord  hath  affliSled  me  in  the  day  of  his  fierce 
mger.  Somedmes  he  is  faid  to  roar  under  his 
Durden  j  My  roarings,  fays  Job^  are  poured  out  like 
water.  I  have  roared  all  the  day  long^  fays  David, 
Hcaufe  (f  the  difquietnefs  of  my  heart.  Somedmes 
le  is  at  the  very  point  of  fainting  under  his  burden  ; 
r  bad  fainted  J  unlefs  I  had  believed  to  fee  the  goodnefs 
f  the  Lord  in  the  laird  of  the  living.  Sometimes 
lis  fpirits  are  quite  overfet  and  ovcrwhelmjcd,  PfaL 
Ixi.  a.  From  the  ends  of  the  earth  will  I  cry  unto  thee^ 
when  my  heart  is  overwhelmed :  Lead  me  to  the  rock 
^bat  is  higher  than  I.  Sometimes  again  he  is,  as  it 
nrere,  dlftrafled,  diflradted  and  put  out  of  his  wits, 
through  the  weight  of  his  burdens,  efpccially  when 
cinder  the  weight  of  divine  terrors :  Thus  it  was 
B^ith  holy  Hemany  PfaL  Ixxxviii.  15.  While  I  fuffer 
thy  terrors  1  am  diJiroBed.  Yea,  fometimes  the  mat- 
ter is  carried  fo  far,  that  it  goes  to  the  drinking  up 
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of  the  very  fpirits,  and  a  drying  and  withering  of 
the  bones ;  as  ye  fee  in  the  cafe  of  Jaiy  T*he  Arrffmt 
of  the  jllmigbty  are  within  me^  t£e  poifon  nvbereof 
drinketb^ip  my  fpirits.  O  the  heavy  toffings  of  the 
believer's  heart  under  his  burdens !  The  apoftle  here 
expreflcs  it  by  a  groaning ;  tFe  that  are  in  this  taber* 
nack  do  groan^  being  burdened. 

2.  For  clearing  this,  ye  (hould  underftand,  that 
there  are  three  forts  of  groans  that  we  read  of  in 
fcripture.  i*  Of  groans  of  nature.  2.  Of  groans 
of  reafon.  3,  Of  groans  of  grace. 
.  ift^  I  fay,  we  read  of  groans  of  nature,  Ibm.  viii. 
22.  We  know  J  fays  the  apoftle,  that  the  whole  creation 
groanetb^  and  travaileth  in  pain  together  until  now. 
Man,  by  his  fin  brought  a  curfe  upon  the  good  crea- 
tures of  God,  Curjed  is  the  ground  for  thyfake^  Gen. 
ii*  \y.  And  the  very  earth  upon  which  wc  tread 
groans,  like  a  woman  in  travail,  under  the  weight 
of  that  curfe  and  vanity  that  it  isfubjefted  unto,  thro* 
the  fin  of  man  ;  and  it  longs,  as  it  were,  to  be  deli- 
vered from  the  bondage  of  corruption^  and  to  Jloare  of 
th.gloriom  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God^  at  the  day  of 
their  manifejiation.  .   * 

tdly^  We  read  of  groans  of  reafon,  or  of  the  reft- 
fonable  creatures  under  their  afflidion.  Thus  wc 
are  told,  that  the  children  of  Jfrael  groaned  under 
the  weight  of  their  affliftion  in  Egypt,  by  reafon  of 
the  heavy  tafks  that  were  impofcd  upon  them^  Exod. 
vi.  5.  /  hafoe  beard,  fays  the  Lord,  the  groans  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  whom  the  Egyptians  keep  in  bon^ 


dage. 


2d!y,  We  read  of  groans  of  grace,  or  of  fpiri-j^ 
tual  groans,  Rom.  viii.  26.  7be  Spirit  helpetb  attf 
infrmities,  and  maketb  intercefjion  for  us  with  graanSi^ 
which  cannot  be  uttered.    And  of  this  kind,  wt 
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ive,  are  thefe  groans  which  the  apoftle  fpeaks 
3ur  text  J  they  are  not  natural,  neither  are  they 
J  rational  groans,  (cho'  even  thefe  are  not  \o  be 
led)  but  they  are  gracious  and  fupematurat, 
the  fruit  of  fome  faving  work  of  tne  Spirit  ck 
upon  the  foul  And  therefore, 
3d  remark  I  offer  is  this,  that  thefe  groans  of 
:actous  foul,  here  fpoken  of,  fccm  to  imply, 
5  hinted  at  in  the  explication  of  the  words', 
great  deal  of  grief  and  forrow  of  fpirit  on  the 
ht  of  fin,  and  the  fad  and  melancholy  effedts 
on  the  believer,  while  in  this  imbodicd  ftate. 
implies  a  difpleafure,  or  diflatisfaaion  in  the 
er,  with  his  prefent  burdened  eflate;  he  can* 
id  reft  for  the  fole  of  his  foot  here  below : 
ids,  that  this  is  not  his  refting-placc.  And, 
implies  a  breathing  and  panting  of  foul  after 
er  ftate,  even  the  immediate  enjoyment  of 
n  glory,  ver.  i.  He  groans  with  an  earneft  dejire 
chthed  upon  with  his  houfe  which  is  from 
r. 

:  I  proceed  to  the  4th  thing  in  the  method, 
I  was  the  application  of  the  doftrine ;  and  the 
fe  fliall  be  of  information. 
Hence  we  may  fee  the  vaft  difference  between 
Q  and  earth.     O  what  vaft  odds  is  there  be- 

the  prefent  afid  future  ftate  of  the  believer, 
en  his  prefent  earthly  lodging,  and  his  hea- 
manfion !     This  world  is  but  at  beft  a  weary 

but  there  is  no  wearying  in  heaven :  No, 
Q}all  ferve  him  day  and  night  in  his  holy  tern-- 
This  world  is  a  land  of  darknefs,  where  thou 
aiany  a  time  mourning  without  the  fun.  But, 
once  thou  comeft  to  thine  own  country,  The 
fhall  be  thine  cv:r!ajiing  lights  and  thy  God  thy 
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shry.    This  world  is  a  land  of  diitaoce  $  bat  In  e: 
heaven  thou  (halt  be  at  home ;  when  abfent  from 
the  body,  thou  (halt  be  prefent  with  the  Lord.  This 
world  IS  ziien  (^  Uons^  and  a  mountain  if  leopards-^  ^ 
but  there  is  no  lion  or  leopard  there,  they  Jhall  not 
hurt  nor  dejiroy  in  all  God^s  holy  mountain  abmim 
This  world  is  a  land  of  thorns :    Many  pricking 
briers  of  aiRiAion  grow  here  below ;  but  no  prick*, 
ing  brier  or  grieving  thorn  is  to  be  found  in  all  that 
country  above.     This  world  is  a  polluted  land,  it  it 
defiled  with  fin ;  but  there  can  in  nd  'wife  enter  into 
the  land  of  glory ^  any  thing  that  defleth^  or  'worketb 
abomination^  or  maketh  a  lie.     In  a  word,  there  is 
nothing  but  matter  of  groaning  for  the  moftpart  her^^ 
but  all  ground  of  groaning  ceafeth  for  ever  there* 

2.  See  hence  a  confideration  that  may  contribute 
^  to  flay  or  allay  our  griefs,  fobs  and  groans  from  the 
death  of  godly  relations ;  for  while  in  this  taber- 
nacle they  groan,  being  burdened :  But  now  their 
groans  are  turned  into  fongs,  and  their  mourning 
into  hallelujahs ;  for  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord^  when 
they  return^  or  come  to  Zion,  at  death  or  the  reibr- 
redion,  it  is  withfongs^  and  everla/iing  joy  upon  their 
beads:  They  obtain  joy  and gladnefs^  and  forrtrw  and 
mourning  fee  jaway^  Ifai.  xxxv.  lo.  And  therefore. 
Let  us  not  forrow,  as  them  that  have  no  hope.  If  our 
godly  friends,  that  are  departed,  could  entertain 
converfe  with  us,  they  would  be  ready  to  fay  to  us, 
as  Chrift  faid  to  the  daughters  of  Jerufalem^  O  I 
weep  not  for  usj  but  iveep  for  yourjehes  j  for  \n 
would  not  exchange  conditions  with  you  for  ten 
thoufand  worlds :  Ye  are  yet  groaning  in  your  clay- 
tabernaclc,  oppreft  with  your  many  bur^lcnsj  bat, 
as  for  us,  the  day  of  our  complete  redemption  is 
come,  our  heads  are  lifted  up  above  all  our  bur- 
dens. 
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;,  under  which,  once  in  a  day,  we  groaned  while 

ivcre  with  you. 

,  See  hence,  that  they  are  not  always  the  hap- 

folk  that  have  the  merrieft  life  ci  it  in  the 
d.  Indeed,  if  we  look  only  to  things  prefent, 
wicked  would  feem  to  have   the  beft  of  it; 

inftead  of  groaning,  they  take  the  timbrel  and 
harpy  they  rejoice  at  the  found  of  the  organ  *,  they 
i  their  days  in  nveajth  and  eafc,  Jobxxu  i2,  13. 
,  O  firs,  remember,  that  it  is  the  evening  that 
ms  the  day ;  The  triumphing  of  the  wichais  but 
,  and  the  day  of  the  hypocrite  is  but  for  a  moment: 
ereas  the  groanings  of  the  righteous  are  but  (hort, 
their  jubilee  and  triumph  (hall  be  everlaftin^. 
•i  the  perfeSi  man^  fays  Dofoid,  and  beljold  the 
gbt :  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.  But  the 
fgrejfors  J}:all  be  dejircyed  together j  4ind  the  end  of 
mckedis  to  be  cut  ojf^  Pfal.  xxxvii.  37.  I  will 
.  you  a  paiTage,  that  will  Hiew  the  vaft  difference 
wxt  the  godly  and  the  wicked,  and  difcover  the 
!ge  alteration  of  the  fcene  betwixt  them  in  the 
to  come,  Ifai.  Ixv.  13,  12^;  Thus  faith  the  Lord 
,  Behold^myfervantjhalleatj  but  ye  jhall  be  hun-^ 

Behold,  my  fervants  Jhall  drinky  but  ye  jhallbe 
9y:  Behold,  my  fervants  Jhall  rejoice^  but  ye  Jhall 
ftksmed:  Beholdy  my  fervatits  f>all  fng  for  joy  of 
/,  kit  ye  fyall  cry  for  fornriV  of  hearty  and  jhall 
^for  "oexation  offpirit. 

.  Sec  hence,  that  death  needs  not  be  a  terror 
ic  believer.     Why  ?   Becaufe,  by  taking  down 

tabernacle,    it  takes  o€*  all  hi$  burdens,   and 
a  final  period  to  all  his  groans.     Death,  to  a^     A 
tver,  is  like  the  fiery  chariot  to  'Edijah  5  it  make$     .» 
drop  the  mantle  of  his  body  with  all  its  filfhi-     * 

"but  it  tFanfports  his  foul,  his  better  part,  into 

the 
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the  manfions  of  glory,  the  bmfe  not  made  with  bandi^ 
eternal  in  the  heavens. 

The  fccond  ufe  of  the  doftrine  may  be  of  reproof 
unto  two  forts  of  perfons. 

1.  It  reproves  thofe  who  are  at  home,  while  in 
this  tabernacle.  Their  great  concern  is  about  this 
clay-tabernacle,  how  to  gratify  it,  how  to  beautify 
and  adorn  it.  Their  language  is.  Who  will  Jbew  us  , 
any  good?  What  Jhall  we  eat?  What  Jhall  we  drink ? 
Wherewith  Jhall  we  he  clothed?  But  they  have  no 
thought  or  concern  about  the  immortal  foul  which 
inhabits  the  tabernacle,  which  mufl  be  happy  or 
miferable  for  ever.  O  firs !  remember,  that  what- 
ever care  ye  take  about  this  clay-tabernacle,  it  will 
drop  down  to  duft  ere  long,  and  the  noifome  grave 
will  be  its  habitation,  where  worms  and  corruption 
will  prey  upon  the  faireft  face  and  pureft  complexi- 
on. Where  will  be  your  beauty,  ftrength,  or  fine 
attire,  when  the  curtains  of  the  grave  are  drawn 
about  you  ? 

2.  This  dodrine  ferves  to  reprove  thofe  who  add 
to  the  burdens  and  groans  of  the  Lord's  people,  as 
if  they  were  not  burdened  enough  already.  Re- 
member, that  it  is  a  dreadful  thing  to  vex  or  occa* 
fion  the  grief  of  thefe  whom  the  Lord  has  wound- 
ed. They  that  do  fo,  counteract  the  commiHion 
of  Chrift  from  the  Father,  who  was  fent  to  com^ 

fort  them  that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  them  the  oil  of 
joy  for  mournings  the  garments  ofpraifefor  the  Jpirit 
of  heavinefs.  But,  on  the  contrary,  they  ftudy  to 
give  a  heavy  fpirit,  and  to  ftrip  and  rob  them  of 
their  garments  of  praife.  Remember  that  Chrift 
is  very  tender  of  his  burdened  faints  ;  and  if  anjr 
offer  10  lay  a  load  above  their  burden,  by  grieving 
or  offending  them,  the  Lord  Jefus  will  not  pafs  It 

without 
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i^lthout  a  feverc  refcntment  j  and  it  were  better  for 
Aich,  that  a  miljione  were  hanged  about^  their  neck^ 
2nd  they  cafl  into  the  midji  of  the  fea. 

A  third  ufe,  (hall  be  of  lamentation  and  humi- 
iation.  Let  us  lament,  that  the  Lord's  faints  and 
people  Ihould  have  fo  much  matter  of  groaning  at 
this  day  and  time  wherein  we  live.  And  here  I  will 
tdl  70U  of  feveral  things  that  are  a  burden  unto  the 
(pirits  of  the  Lord's  people,  and  help  on  their 
groaning,  and  make  them  fad  hearts. 

I.  The  abounding  profanity  and  immorality  of 
lU  forts  that  are  to  be  found  among  us :  O  how 
rampant  is  atheifm  and  profanity :  and  impiety,  like 
ui  impetuous  torrent,  carrying  all  before  it !  It  is 
3ecome  fa(hionable  among  fome  to  be  impious 
md  profane.  Religion,  which  is  the  ornament  of 
I  nation,  is  fac'd  down  by  bold  and  petulant  wits : 
[t  is  reckoned,  by  fome,  a  genteel  accompHQiment, 
to  break  a  jeft  upon  the  bible,  and  to  play  upon 
:hings  religious  and  facred.  O  what  curfing  and 
fwcaring !  O  what  lying  and  cheating !  What  abo- 
ninable  drunkennefs,  murders  and  uncleannefs! 
Wliat  perjury  and  blafphemy  is  the  land  defiled 
ovith:  We  may  apply  that  word,  Hof.xv.  2.  For 
thefe  tUngs  the  land  mourns.  The  land  groans  at 
this  day,  under  thefe  and  the  like  abominations : 
And  therefore,  no  wonder  that  the  hearts  of  thofe 
that  regard  the  glory  of  God  do  groan  under  them 
alfo,  and  cry  with  the  prophet,  Jer.  \x.  i,  2. 
0  that  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine  e^es  fountains 
vf  tears^  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  the 
(kin  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  I  Oh  that  I  had 
in  the  wildernefs  a  lodging^place  of  wayfaring  men^ 
dkat  I  might  go  far  from  them  I  For  they  be  alladul-- 
terers,  an  ajembly  of  treacherous  men. 
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Z.  The  univerfal  barrennefs  that  is  to  be  found 
among  us  at  this  day,  is  matter  of  groaning  unto 
the  Lord's  people.  God  has  been  at  great  pains 
with  us,  both  by  ordinances  and  providences  5  he 
has  planted  us  in  a  fruitful  foil ;  he  has  given  us  a 
flanding  under  the  means  of  grace ;  he  has  given 
us  line  upon  line^  precept  upon  precept ;  and  yet,  alas, 
may  not  the  Lord  fay  of  us,  as  he  faid  of  his  vine- 
yard, I  fa.  V.  4.  /  looked  that  they  Jloould  bring 
forth  grapes^  and  behold,  they  have  brought  forth 
wild  grapes.  And,  as  for  the  fruit  of  providences^ 
alas !  where  is  it  ?  Mercies  are  loft  Qn  us :  For 
when  God  feeds  us  to  the  full,  when  he  gives 
peace  and  plenty,  then,  Jefurun  like,  we  ivax  fat^ 
and  hick  againjl  him,  Deut.  xxxii*  15.  And  as 
mercies,  fo  rods  and  afflidlions  are  loft  upon  us  like- 
wife.  God  hasjlricken  us,  but  ive  have  not  grieved \ 
he  has  con  fumed  us,  but  we  have  rcfufed  to  receive  cor- 
reSfion,  Jcr.  v.  3. 

3.  The  lamentable  divifions  that  are  in  our 
Reuben  occafion  great  thoughts  of  heart,  and 
heavinefs  to  the  Lord's  people  at  this  day.  Court 
and  country,  church  and  ftate  are  divided ;  mini- 
fters  divided  from  their  people,  and  people  from 
their  minifters  j  and  both  minifters  and  people  di- 
vided among  themfelves ;  and  every  party  and  fac- 
tion turning  over  the  blame  from  themfelves  5  than 
which  there  cannot  be  a  greater  evidence  of  God's 
anger,  or  of  approaching  ruin  and  defolation :  For 
a  city  or  kingdom  divided  againjl  itfelf  cannot  Jland^ 
Mat.  xii.  25. 

4.  The  innumerable  defedions  and  backflidings 
of  our  day  are  a  great  burden  to  the  Lord's  people^ 
and  make  •  their  hearts  .  to  groan  within  theou 
The  charge  which  the  Lord  advanceth  againft  the 

church 
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cllurch  of  l^pbejus^  may  too  juftly  be  laid  to  our 
door,  that  we  are  fallen  from  our  firft  love.  There 
is  but  little  love  to  God  or  his  people,  little  zeal 
for  his  way  and  work  to  be  found  among  us ;  the 
power  of  godlinefs,  and  life  of  religion,  is  dwindled 
away  unto  an  empty  form  with  the  moft  part. 

I  might  here  take  occafion  to  tell  you  of  many 
pobiick  defeiflions  and  backflidings,  that  we  ftand 
guilty  of  before  the  Lord ;  particularly,  of  the 
breach  of  our  folemn  national  engagement.  It  was 
once  the  glory  of  our  land  to  be  married  unto  the 
Lord,  by  folemn  covenant  in  a  national  capacity ; 
but,  to  our  eternal  infamy  and  reproach,  it  has 
been  both  broken  and  burnt  by  publick  authority  in 
this  very  city.  Perhaps,  indeed,  fome  may  ridicule 
mc  for  making  mention  of  the  breach  of  our  fo- 
lemn engagements ;  but  I  muft  blow  the  trumpet^ 
as  God's  herald,  'whether  ye  will  hear^  or  forbear  ; 
And  he  who  ridicules  thefe  things  now,  will  per- 
haps laugh  at  leifure,  if  God  fhall  fend  a  bloody 
fword,  or  raging  peftilence,  to  avenge  the  quarrel 
of  his  covenant. 

But  fome  may  fay.  Ye  talk  of  breach  of  folemn 
national  engagements  ;  but  wherein  does  the  truth 
of  fuch  a  charge  appear  ? 

For  anfwer,  I  (hall  inftance  a  few  particulars : 
It  is  fit,  that  we  not  only  know,  wherein  our  fa- 
thers have  broken  this  covenant  5  but  wherein  our- 
fclves,  this  prefent  generation,  ftands  guilty. 

I.  Then  in  our  national  covenant,  we  fwear, 
that  we  will  endeavour  to  be  humbled  for  our  own 
fini,  and  for  the  fins  of  the  kingdom  ;  but,  alas, 
pablick  days  of  fading  and  humiliation  for  the 
fins  of  th'e  land  are  but  rare,  and  thin  fown  at  this 
day*  I  Where  are  the  mourners  of  oar  Zion  ?  How 

Ha  fcvir 
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few  are  they  whofe  hearts  are  bleeding  for  the 
abounding  wickednefs  of  (he  day  !  If  God  (hall  give 
a  commiffion  to  the  men  with  the  Jlaugbter^weapms 
to  go  through  Scotland^  andjlay  utterly  old  and  youngs 
only  come  not  near  any  that  figh  and  cry ;  O  wLot 
a  depopulate  country  would  it  be  !  how  few  inha- 
bitants would  be  left  in  the  land  ! 

2.  In  that  covenant  we  are   bound  to  go  before 

one  another    in  the  example  of  a  real  reforma- 

.  tion ;  but,  alas,  who  makes  confcience  of  this  part 

of  the  oath  of  God  ?  how  little  perfonal  reformation 

is  there  !  how  little  care  to  have  the  heart  purified 

from  lulls  and  uncleannefs  !  So  that  the  Lord  niay 

well  fay  unto  us,  as  he  faid  to  yeru/alem^  O  yeru-- 

falem^  ijoajl^  thine  heart  from  ivickednefs ;  bow  long 

fhall  vain  thoughts  lodge  within  thee  I  How  little  re* 

formation  of  life !  what  a  fcandalous  latitude  do 

many  profefTors  of  religion  take  to  themfelves,  in 

curfing,  fwearing,   lying,    drinking,  cheating,  and 

over-reaching  others  in  their  dealings,  whereby  the 

way  of  religion  comes  to  be  evil  fpoken  of! 

3-  By  the  covenant  we  engage,  not  only  to 
reform  ourfelves,  but  our  families:  But,  alas, 
how  litde  of  this  is  to  be  found  ?  Little  care 
is  taken  by  many  parents  and  mafters  to  have  their 
children  and  fervants  (after  the  example  of  .Abra- 
ham) inftrudlcd  in  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord ! 
Every  head  of  a  family  fliould  be  a  prieft  in  his 
family,  for  maintaining  the  wor(hip  of  God  in 
its  but,  alas,  how  many  are  there  that  either 
fcroof  over  the  duty  in  a  fuperficial  manner,  or  clfc 
live  in  the  total  negledl  of  it !  Go  tlirough  many 
noblemen  and  gentlemens  families  in  the  kingdam, 
and  ye  (liall  find  as  little  of  the  worfhip  of  God  iii 
them,  as  if  they  were  turks  apd  pagans ;  and,  ppr* 
haps  Icfs ;  Yea  athcifm  as  become  fo  rife  among 
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people  of  higher  rank,  that,  with  fome,  he  is  not 
reckoned  a  man  of  any  fpirit^  that  will  bow  a  knee 
to  God  in  his  family. 

4«  In  our  national  covenant  we  fwear  to  endea* 
vobr  the  reformation  of  England  and  Ireland  from 
tlie  remams  of  the  Roman  hierarchy,  and  ceremo- 
nies of  man's  invention  in  the  worlhip  of  God  :  But 
how  is  this  article  performed,  when  by  folemn 
treaty,  the'  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  in  a  par- 
fiamentary  capacity,  have  confented  that  epifcopacy 
fhould  continue  as  the  form  of  worfhip  and  go- 
vernment in  our  neighbour  nation  ?  Again,  by  the 
covenant  we  fwear  to  endeavour  the  extirpation  of 

Epery ;  and  yet,  how  many  maffes  are  kept  open- 
in  the  land,  particularly  in  the  northern  p.irts  of 
B  kingdom  ?  How  many  trafficking  priefts  and  Jefu- 
its  are  fwarming  among  us  ?  And  how  many  profed 
proteftants  are  there  who  have  of  late  (hewn  their  good 
will  to  facrifice  a  proteftant  intereft  unto  the  will  of  a 
popiih  pretender  ?  Again,  in  our  national  covenant, 
^vc  abjure  prelacy  and  tyranny  in  our  church-govern- 
ment ;  but,  tho'  prelatick  tyranny  be  not  eftablifh- 
ed,    yet   there   is  too   much  of  a   prelatick  fpirit 
venting  itfclf  among  us  at   this  day,  while  many 
are  laying  claim  to  a  negative  voice,  in  radical  judi- 
catores,  over  thefe  whofe  offices  gives  them  equal 
intereft  in  the  government  of  the  church  with  them- 
fclves :  And  there   is  but  too  much  tyranny  cxer- 
cifed  over  the  Lord's  people  by  many  judicatories  of 
the  church,  while  men  are  thruft  in  upon  them,  to 
take  the  charge  of  their  fouls,  contrary  to  their  own 
free  choice  and  eledlion.     Chrift's  little  ones  are  but 
too  little  regarded,  if  the  world's  great  ones  be  gra- 
tified :  On  which  account  many  of  the  Lord's  peo- 
ple are  crying  at  this   day,  with  the  church.  Cant. 
V.  7.  Tl'e  'icaicbmen  that  went  about  the  cityy  found 
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tne^  they  fmote  me,  they  took  away  wf  "oailfrom  mc^ 
Again,  in  our  covenant,  wc  abiurc  iUpcrftition  in 
worftiip ;  and  yet,  to  die  fcandal  of  puf  holy  re- 
ligion, it  is  not  only  tolerate  by  publick. authority, 
but  greedily  gone  after  by  many  in  our  land.     He-. 
rcfy  and  error  is  abjured  by  the  covenant,  every 
dodtrine  inconfiftent  with  the  word  of  God,  and 
our  confeiSon  of  faith ;  and  yet  all  forts  of  errors 
are  tolerate,  except  rank  popery,    and   blafphemy 
againft  the  trinity.     *Tis  true,  the  ftandard  of  our 
dodrine  (blefled  be  God)  remains  pure ;  but  it  is 
to  be  lamented,  there  is  not  fo  much  zeal  difcover* 
ed  in  curbing  error,  as   our  covenant-vows  do  en- 
gage us   to.     Again,  in  our  covenant,  we  abjure 
malignants,  that  is  to  fay,  enemies  to  a  covenanted 
work  of  reformation,  as  being  no  members  of  our 
church,  and  confequently,  as  having  no   right  to 
the  privileges  thereof;  and  yet  malignant  lords  and 
Jairds  are  the  men  who  are  generally  grat^ipd  in  the 
affair  of  planting  churches,  in  oppofition  unto  them 
that   fear   God,  and  who,  on  all   occaiions,    dif- 
cover  their  love  and  regard  for  a  covenanted  work 
of  reformation.     Again,  in  the  covenant,  we  fwcar 
againft  a  deteftable  neutrality  and  indiffcrency  in  the 
caufe  of  God  and  religion ;  and   yet,  how  many 
Gallio's  are  there  among  us,  who  are  indifferent  whe* 
ther  the  intereft  of  Chrift  fink  or  fwim  ?  And  docs 
it  not  difcover  too  much  of  a  lamentable  lukewarm- 
nefs  and  indiffcrency  of  fpirit  about  the  way  and 
work  of  God,  when  we  are  beginning  lo  abridge 
the  ordinary  number  of  our  fermons  at  our  folemn 
gofpel  fdftivals,  and  to  diminifh  the  folemnity  there- 
of, which  has  been  fo  remarkably  owned  of  God  ? 
What  elfe  is  this^  but  a  fnuffing  at  his  ordinances  ? 

and 
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mdfajing^  pradically.  What  a  wearinefs  is  it  ?  MaU 
i,  ij.  Sirs,  whatever  fome  may  think  of  the  mat- 
to*,  yet  I  know  that  the  hearts  of  many  of  the 
Lord*s  people  are  forrowful^  even  unto  groaning, 
fir  the  Jokmn  affembly.  I  Ihali  not  fay,  that  what  is 
now  tranfadted  of  late,  with  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter, is  a  breach  of  our  national  covenant ;  but  I 
fay,  it  feems  to  be  a  fad  evidence  of  the  lukewarm- 
ncfs  of  our  fpirits  about  the  way  and  work  of  God. 
And  I  find,  that  a  changing  of  the  ordinances,  and 
a  breaking  of  the  everlafting  covenant,  go  together 
in  fcripturCj  Ifa.  xxiv,  5, 

I  might  have  told  you  of  many  other  thing?^ 
that  break  and  burden  the  fpirits  of  the  Lord's 
people  at  this  day ;  particularly,  of  the  removing 
of  the  righteous  by  death,  which,  as  it  is  a  great 
and  heavy  judgment  in  itfelf,  fo  it  is  an  ordinary 
forerunner  of  fome  heavy  calamity  approaching, 
J/a.'lvii.  I.  None  conjidering  that  the  righteous 
are  taken  away  from  the  evil  to  come.  And,  I  fup- 
pole,  there  may  be  many  hearing  me,  whofc  hearts 
are  inwardly  groaning  to  this  day,  for  the  removal  of 
that  eminent  light  *,  which  fliined  with  fuch  a 
refrefliing  luflre  from  this  pulpit  among  you  fo 
many  years  ;  it  prognofticates  ill  to  our  Zion^  when 
fuch  watchmen  are  called  off  from  her  walls,  as, 
on  all  occafions,  were  ready  to  blow  the  trumpet 
upon  the  approach  of  any  danger  from  earth  or 
hell.     But  I  pafs  this  ufe,  and  go  on  to 

A  4rZ?  ufe  of  the  dodrine,  which  (hall  be  in  a 
word  to  two  forts  of  perfons. 

I .  A  word  to  you  who  are  not  burdened  in  this 
tabernacle.  Ye'  never  knqw  what  it  was  to  groan, 
cither  for  your  own  fins,  or  for  the  fins  of  the  hnd 
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wherein  you  live,  or  the  tokens  of  God's  angeri^ 
which  are  to  be  found  among  us ;  thefe  are  thines 
of  no  account  with  them,  they  can  go  very  lightly 
and  eafily  under  them :  All  I  fhall  fay  to  you^  fhall 
be  comprifed  in  thefe  two  or  three  words. 

1.  It  feems  the  adamant  and  nether  milftone  y« 
carry  in  your  breaft  was  never  to  this  day  broken 
by  the  power  of  regenerating  grace :  And  therefore, 
I  may  fay  to  you  as  Peter  faid  to  Simon  Magus^  Te 
are  yet  in  the  gall  of  bittemefs^  and  in  the  bond  of 
iniquity y  Adts  viii.  23.  Ye  are  under  the  flavery 
of  Satan^  and  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  wrath  of 
God ;  and  thefe  are  heavy  burdens,  whether  yc 
feel  them  or  not. 

2.  Know  it  for  a  certainty,  that  except  mercy 
and  repentance  interpofe,  your  groaning  time  is  com- 
ing. However  ye  make  light  of  fin  now,  and  of 
things  ferious  and  facred,  yet  ye  will  find  theni  to 
be  fad  and  weighty  things,  when  death  is  fitting 
down  upon  your  eye-lids  5  when  your  eye-firing^ 
are  breaking,  and  your  fouls  taking  their  flight  into 
another  world.  O  what  will  yoti  do  in  the  day  of 
viftation?  Wbitber  will  you  flee  for  help?  And  where 
will  you  leave  your  glory?  Ifa.  x.  3.  When  yc  arc 
ftanding  trembling  pannels  before  the  awful  bar  of' 
the  great  Jehovah^  will  ye  make  light  of  fin  then  ? 
Or,  will  ye  make  light  of  it,  when,  with  Dives, 
ye  arc  weltring  among  the  flames  of  hell  ?  O  con^ 

fder  tbisy  ye  who  forget  Godj  lejl  he  tear  you  in  pieces, 
when  none  fhall  be  fUe  to  deliver  you  out  of  bis 
hands  !  ^e  afflidledy  weep  and  mourn  \  let  your  laughs 
ier  be  turned  into  weepings  and  your  joy  into  heam^ 
nefs.  Whether  do  ye  think  it  is  better  to  groan  a 
while  in  this  tabernacle,  under  the  burden  of  fin» 

or 


under  their  burdens.  205 

or  to  groan  for  ever  under  the  weight  of  God's  ven- 
geance, while  an  endlefs  eternity  endures  ? 

A  2d  fort  I  would  fpeak  a  word  unto,  are  poor, 
broken  and  burdened,  believers,  who  are  groaning 
under  the  weight  of  thefe  burdens  I  mentioned.    I 
only  oflfer  two  or  three  things  for  your  encourage- 
ment with  which  I  (hall  clofe;  For  we  are  to 
comfort  them  that  mourn  in  Zion. 

ifiy  Know  for  thy  comfort,  poor  believer,  that 
thy  tender-hearted  Father  is  privy  to  all  thy  fecret 
groans  ;  though  the  world  know  nothing  about 
them,  he  hears  them.  Lord^  fays  David^  all  my 
kfare  is .  iefore  thee :  And  t^y  groanings  are  not  bid 
fiwi  tbee^  Pfal.  xxxviii.  9.  As  he  puts  thy  tears 
in  his  bottle,  fo  he  marks  down  thy  groans  in  the 
book  of  his  remembrance. 

2dfy^  As  the  Lord  hears  thy  groans,  fo  he  groans 
with  thee  under  all  the  burdens  :  For  he  is  touched 
mtb  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities ;  and  in  all  our 
aJUBions  be  is  affliSled.  He  has  the  bowels  of  a 
&ther  unto  his  children,  Pfal.  ciii.  13.  u4r  a  fa^ 
tber  pitietb  his  children :  So  the  Lord  pitietb  them 
that  fear  him.  Yea,  his  heart  is  fo  tender  toward 
thee,  diat  it  is  compared  to  the  tender  afFedlion  of 
a  mother  to  her  fucking  child.    And  therefore, 

^dhf^  Know  for  thy  encouragement,  that  thou 
art  not  alone  under  thy  burdens.  No  5  ^e  eter-- 
nal  God  is  thy  refuge^  and  underneath  are  the  ever- 
h/Hng  arms.  He  bears  thee  and  thy  burdens  both  : 
And  therefore,  7ho*  thou  may  pafs  through  the  fire 
and  water  ^  yet  the  firejhall  not  burn  thee^  the  waters 
(f  adverfity  Jhall  not  overwhelm  thee. 

4tbly,  Know  for  thy  comfort,  that  whatever 
be  thy  burden,  and  however  heavy  thy  groanings 
are,  there  is  abundant  confolatiop  provided  for  thee 
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in  God's  covenant.  And  here  I  might  go  through 
the  feveral  burdens  of  the  Lord's  people,  and  o^r 
a  word  of  encouragement  to  you  under  each.  T 
ftall  only  touch  them. 

1.  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  body  of  clay? 
Perhaps  thy  claj^^cottage  is  always  like  to  drop 
down  every  day,  ^tnd  this  fills  thee  with  heavinefs. 
Well,  believer,  loiow  for  thy  comfort,  that,  if 
the  earthly  boufe  of  this  tabernacle  were  diJfoheX 
thou  haft,  a  building  of  God^  a  boufe  not  made  ivith^ 
bands^  eternal  in  the  heavens.  There  are  manfions 
of  glory  prepared  for  thee  there,  where  thou  JbaU 
be  J  or  ever  'with  the  Lord. 

2.  Art  thou  burdened  with  a  load  of  fin,  cry-' 
ing,  O  ^wretched  man  that  I  am^  who  will  deliver  met 
Well,  here  is  comfort,  believer  j  thy  old  man  is, 
crucified  with  Cbrifiy  that  the  body  of  fin  might  be  de^ 
firoyed.  Ere  long  he  will  prefent  thee  to  bis  Father y 
without  fpot  or  wrinkle^  or  any  fuch  thing. 

3.  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  fenfe  of  much 
aftual  guilt?  Art  thou  crying  with  David^  Mine 
iniquities  have  gone  over  mine  head,  as  a  heavy  bur^r 
den,  they  are  too  heavy  for  me  ?  Well,  but  confider^' 
believer,  God  is  faithful  to  forgive  thee :  For  he  has 
TaiJ,  1  vcill  he  merciful  to  their  unrightconfnefs\  their] 

fins  and  their  iniquities  I  will  remember  no  more. 

4.  Art  thou  burdened  with. the  temptations  an4 
fiery  dans  of  Satan  ?  Well,  but  confider,  believer, 
Chrifl:  thy  glorious  head,  the  irnt  feed  of  the  woman,. 
has  bruifcd  the  head  of  the  old  ferpent  j  through 
death  he  kath  defrayed  him  that  had  the  power  of  deaths 
that  is,  the  Devil.  And,  as  he  overcame  him  in 
his  own  pcrfon,  fo  he  will  make  tlicc  to  overcome 
him  in  thy  perfon,  ere  long;  The  God  of  peace yfi^ll 
tread  Satan  wider  thy  feet  portly. 

5.  Is  the  ifociety  of  the  wicked   thy  burden  ? 

Art 
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,rt  thou  crying,  JVo  is  me,  that  Ifojourn  in  Mcfcchf 
Vhy?  Confidcr,  thou  fhalt  get  other  coinpany  ere 
Dng.  When  thou  puttcft  off  this  clay-tabernacle, 
hou  Ihalt  enter  in  among  the  fpirits  of  juji  men 
Made  per/eSf.  Only  ftand  thy  ground,  uid  be  not 
x>Dformed  to  the  world. 

6.  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  abounding  fins 
apd  bacldlidings  of  the  day  and  generation  wherein 
thou  livcft?  Well,  be  comforted;  God's  mark  is 
upon  thee  as  one  of  the  mourners  in  Zion ;  and,  in 
the  day  when  the  man  with  the  Jlaugbter-^weapon  jhall 
pthrmgb,  God  will  give  a  charge  not  to  come  near 
aoy  upon  whom  his  mark  is  found  s  Hoou  Jbalt  he 
bid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger. 

7.  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  concerns  of 
Chrift,  with  the  interefts  of  his  kingdom  and  glory  ? 
Is  tty  heart,  with  Eli'Sy  trembling  for  fear  of  the 
erk  of  the  Lord,  left  it  get  a  wrong  touch  ?  Know, 
for  thy  encouragement,  that  the  Lord  Jhall  reign 
f9r  ever,  even  thy  God,  O  Zion,  unto  all  generations ; 
mdtbaty  tho"  clouds  and  darknefs  be  round  about  bim, 
fet  righteoufnefs  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his 
ironCj  and  mercy  and  truth  Jloall  go  before  his  face. 
Though  his  way  be  in  the  whirl-windy  and  his  Jleps 
'n  the  deep  waters,  yet  he  carries  on  the  defigns 
)f  his  glory,  and  his  churcli's  good :  And  as  for 
hcc,  that  art  forrowful  for  the  folemn  ajfemblies,  to 
vbom  the  reproach  of  it  is  a  burden,  God  will  gather 
hce  unto  himfelf,  lie  will  gather  thee  unto  the  gc^ 
\eral  ajfembly,  and  church  of  the  firjl-born. 

8.  Art  thou  burdened  with  manifold  afflidtions 
n  thy  body,  in  thy  eftate,  in  thy  name,  in  thy  re- 
ations  ?  Know,  for  thy  comfort,  God  is  carrying 
m  a  defign  of  love  to  thee  in  all  thefc  things :  T^by 
gbt  affiiSlionSy  which  are  but  for  a  moment^  will 
^orkfor  thee  afar  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  . 
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of  glory.    Sec  a  fweet  prophecy  for  thy  comfort, 

Jfa.  liv.  II,  12. 

9.  Art  thou  burdened  with  much  weighty  work? 
Perhaps  thou  knoweft  not  how  to  manage  this  and 
the  other  duty,  how  to  adventure  to  a  communion 
table,  or  the  like.  Well,  for  thy  encouragement, 
poor  foul,  the  Lord  fends  none  a  warfare  upon  tbeir^ 
own  charges:  And  therefore  look  to  him  thath" 
may  bear  thy  charges  out  of  the  ftock  that  is  in  th;^  ^ 
elder  brother's  hand 5  and  gain  bis  Jlrengtby  makifijk 
mention  of  his  righteoufnefs. 

10.  Art  thou  under  the  burden  of  much  dark- 
nefs,   crying  with  Joby  Beboldy   I  go  forward  ami 
backward^    and  cannot  fee  him?  &c.    Job  xxiii.  8 
Well,  be  comforted  :   For  unto  the  upright^  Hgh 

Jhall  arife  in  darknefs.     Unto  you  that  fear  my  name    \ 
jhall  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  arife  with  healing  in  hi    \ 
wings.     And  therefore  fay  thou,  with  the  church, 
Mic.  vii.  g.  He  will  bring  me  forth  to  the  lights  ani  \ 
I  floall  behold  his  righteoufnefs.    Again,  • 

1 1 .  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  Lord's  diftana 
from  thy  foul,  Becaufe  the  Comforter  that  fhould  re- 
lieve tly  foul  is  far  from  thee?   Lam.  i.  1 6.    Well 
be  comforted.  He  will  not  contend  for  ever^  he  has   -. 
promifed  to  return,  Ifa.  liv.  7,  8.     The  Lord  can- 
not  keep  up  himfelf  long  from  the  poor  foul  that  i 
is  weeping  and  groaning  after  him  3   as  we  fee  ia  J 
Efhraim,  Jer.  xxxi.    19.     Again,  I 

12.  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  fear  of  death? 
Know,  for  thy  comfort,  the  fting  of  death  is  gone, 
and  it  cannot  hurt  thee,  Hof  xiii.  14.  Iwillranfom 
item  from  the  power  of  the  grave^  1  will  redeem  them. 
from  death.  O  deaths  I  will  be  thy  plague!  O  grave, 
I  will  be  thy  deflruSiion! 

Laftly,  Art  thou  burdened  with  the  death  of  the 
righteous?  particularly  with  the  lofs  of  faithful  mi- 

niflers  ? 
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xiifters  ?  Well,  be  encouraged,  that  tho*  the  Lord 
takech  away  an  Elijah^  yet  the  Lord  God  of  Eli^ 
jab  lives,  and  tbe  refidue  of  the  fpirit  is  Jiill  with 
him.  And  therefore  take  up  David's  fong,  and  (ing, 
7i^  Lord  Jivetby  blejjed  be  my  rock.  And  let  the  God 
of  nrffahation  be  exalted. 


iw-<leath,   Gofpel-life :   Or,  The  death 
;  of  legal  righteoufnefs,  the^  life  of  gof- 
^,  pel  holinefs. 

Being  the  Subftance  of 

everal  SERMONS  preached  upon  a  thankfgiving- 
day,  after  the  adminiftration  of  the  Sacrament  of 
the  Lord's  fupper,  at  Carnock ;  and  enlarged  upon 
afterward,  upon  an  occafion  of  the  fame  nature, 
at  Orwell. 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ralph  Ekskine. 

Gal.  ii.  19. 

through  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law^  that  I  might 
live  unto  God. 

A  Godly  life,  is  what  we  are  all  obliged  to  live, 
l\^  efpecially  if  we  have  been  at  the  Lord's 
.  iblc  ;  but  it  is  a  myftery  that  very  few  underftand 
m  their  experience,  if  they  will  judge  their  expe- 
riences by  comparing  them  with  this  oi  Paul  in  our 
text.     /  through  the  law^  &cz. 

Our  apoftle  in  this  epiftle,  is  vindicating  him- 
felf  from  the  bafe  afperfions  caft  upon  him  by  the 
felfc  apoftles,  with  rcfpedl  to  his  calling,  as  if  he 

had 
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had  been  no  apoftle,  and  with  refpecSi:  i6  his  doc' 
trine,  as  if  it  had  been  falfe  and  erroneous.     From 
the  beginning  of  this  chapter  to  u  ii.  he  tdls  us 
what  he  did  at  yerufalem,  how  ftrenuoufly  he  op- 
pofed  the  falfe  brethren,  that  he  might  maintain  the 
truth  of  the  gofpel,  which  they  fought  to  over- 
turn.   From  the  nth  verfe  to  the  17th,  the  apo^ 
file  tells  us  what  he  did  at  Antiochy  how  zealoofly 
he  oppofed,  and  reproved  even  Prfrr  himfclf,  for  bis 
diflimulation,  |n  compelling  the  Gentiles  to  judaize; 
giving  thereby  fuch  offence,  that  the  yews  were 
confirmed  in  thtiv  Judaijm,  ver.  12.     Other  ^rtW 
difTembled  with  him,  and  Barnabas  alfo  wascarricd 
away  with  their  diflimulation;  and  hereby  occafioB 
was  given  both   to  Jews  and  Gentiles  to  defcrt 
Chrift,  to  deny  grace,  to  return  to  the  law,  and 
feek  juftification  by  the  works  thereof    So  that  we 
may  fee  here,  that  great  and  good  men  may  dif* 
femble,  and  do  much  ill  by  their  diflimulation  $ 
both  among  minifters  and  people.   We  have  here  a 
wonderful  example  of  it  in  the  greatefl  of  men, 
and  fuch  as  were  pillars  of  the  church ;  but  it  would 
feem   that  Peter  and  Barnabas^    and   other  Jews 
here,  did  not  fee  their  fault  and  fin,  but  thought 
they  did  right  enough:  but  Paul  faw  it,  v.  14. 
When  I  faw  that  they  walked  not  uprightly^  according 
to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel.     This  might  feem  a  ycry 
bold  and  impudent  attempt  for  Paul^  the  youngeft 
of  all  the  apoftles,  (I  mean,  of  whom  Chrift  was 
laft  feen,  as  of  one  born  out  of  due  time)  for  him 
to  take  upon  him  to  accufe  and  condemn  Peter^ 
as  well  as  Barnabas  and  the  Jews^  for  their  prafti- 
cal  error,  not  walking  according  to  the  truth  of  th^ 
gofpel  But  we  fee,  that  as  people  may  have  the  gofpd; 
but  not  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  j  fo  thefe  that  ha^e'the 
truth  of  the  gofpel  may  be  guilty  of  not  walking  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  the  truth  of  it,  even  as  P^tery  BarnabaSy 
\vA  others  here,  whofe  difJinaulation  did  not  conlift 
with^e  truth  ofthegojpel,  which  they  preached,  but 
tended  to  ejlablijjj  the  laiVy  and  fo  to  overturn  the  gof- 
peU  But  God  hath  fometimes  very  fev^^  witneffes  to 
ftand  up  for  the  truth  of  the  gofpel.  Here  Paul  was 
alone,  Peter  was  againft  him  j  and  Barnabas^  his  own 
intimate  affociate,  was  drawn  away  with  the  difliniu- 
lation ;  yews  and  Gentila  were  infcdtcd  -,  and  there- 
fore Paul  alone  muft  fight  againft  them  all,  for  the 
caufe  of  Chfift,  and  the  dodrine  of  the  gofpel, 
which  was  endangered.  I  faid  unto  Peter  before 
them  ally  &CQ.  Peter  d\A,  not  err.  by  teaching  any 
erroneous  doctrine ;  for  that  is  a  principle  we  i^iain- 
tain,  that  the  apoftles  never  erred  in  teaching,  or 
in  their  dodlrine  delivered  to  the  church  5  but  his 
error  was  in  pradice,  compelling  the  Gentiles  to  ju- 
daize,  whereby  he  gave  them  occafion  to  think, 
that  the  obfervation  of  the  law  was  neceflary  for 
ju/lification :  Whereas  he  adds,  We  that  are  Jews 
by  nature y  v.  15,  16.  We  apoftles  (might  he  fay) 
the'  yews  by  nature,  yet  we  feek  not  juftification 
by  the  works  of  the  law  ;  and  therefore  we  ought 
not  to  drive  the  Gentiles  to  the  obfervation  of  the 
law,  that  they  may  feek  righteoufnefs  and  juftifica- 
tion thereby.  Why?  Becaufe, .  (i.)  We  know  that 
a  man  cannot  be  jnftified  by  the  works  of  the  law, 
but  by  the  faith  of  Chrift."  (2.)  Becaufe  therefore, 
having  renounced  the  law  in  point  of  juft;ification, 
we  have  embraced  Chrift  by  taith,  that  through 
him  we  may  be  juftified.  (3.)  Becaufe  by  the  deeds 
of  the  law  no  fcJJ:  can  be  jujlified.  Now,  from 
wr.  17.  and  downward,  the  apoftle  returns  to  the 
Galatians:  Having  told  hpw  he  reproved  Peter ^  and 
what  he  (aid  to  him  concerning  juftification  without 
the  works  of  the  law,  he  now  comes  to  (hew  this 
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dodlrlne  to  be  nowife  oppoiite  to  the  doctrine 

fanftification,  but  of  abfolute  neceiHty  to  true  ho) 

ncfs,  'oer.  17,  18.  q.  d.  If  we  Jews^  who  lived  fo 

merly  under  the  law,  and  now  feck  righteoufnc 

in  Chrifl  alone,  are  thus  accounted  as  (inners,  whe 

we  followed  the  law ;   it  would  feem  that  Chri 

did  difapprove  the  law  and  approve  fin  ;  God  fif 

6id,  fays  the  apoftle.     This  he  denies  and  rcjcfl 

with  abhorrence.    To  objedt  thus  might  he  fa] 

againft  the  doctrine  of  free  juftification,  were  eerc 

gious  blafphcmy  againft  the  Son  of  God,  as  if  fc 

were  the  minifter  of  fin,  who  came  to  dcftroy  fii 

and  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  Devil.     And  b 

this  Golpel  which  I  preach  (might  he  fay)  Chri 

is  held  out,  as  the  I^ami  ofGod^  that  taketb  away  ti 

Jins  of  the  worlds    not  to  take  away  rightcoufnef 

truly  fo  called,  unlefs  it  be  that  falfe  vizard  of  leg: 

felf-righteoufnefs,  with  which  we  formerly  covcrc 

and  mafked  ourfelves :   Nay,  he  came  to  bring  i 

everlafting  righteoufnefs,  a  true  and  perfect  rignt( 

oufnefs  for  juftification ;   he  came  to  make  an  en 

of  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf,  and  thereby  t 

purchafe  the  Spirit,  as  a  Spirit  of  holinefs  and  fandi 

fication,  to  deftroy  the  power  of  fin  and  corruptior 

and  therefore  it  is  a  bafe  calumny  to  fay,  that  th: 

gofpel  do^rine  opens  the  door  to  fin  and  ficditioui 

nefs.     This  he  proves  by  two  arguments :    il  Be 

caufe  the  faith  of  Chrift  does  not  deftroy  itfclf 

ver.  i8.  Sin  is  like  an  old  houfe,  which  I  hare  razet 

and  deftroyed  by  my  dodlrine  of  free  juftificatio] 

by  faith,  and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law ;  for  b; 

this  dodtrine  I  preached  freedom  from  fin  througl 

Chrift ;    and  therefore,  if  I  (hould  build  up  thef 

old  waftes  of  fin  again,  it  is  not  Chrift,  but  I  tha 

would  be  the  finner,  or  minifter  of  fin ;  nay, 

wouh 


would  be  a  mad-man,  to  build  with  one  hand  what 
Idcftfoycd  with  the  other.  2.  Becaufe  hberty  to 
fin  is  contrary  to  tlie  very  fcrope  of  the  gofpel,  and 
to  the  defign  of  this  doftrine  ot  jurtification  by  faith 
without  the  works  of  the  law  j  For  I  through  the 
law  am  dead  to  the  /iiiVy  that  I  might  live  unto  God. 

This  is  a  very  (Irange  and  wonderful  text,  that 
fleOi  and  blood  can  hardly  bear,  without  fufpeding, 
that  it  favours  too  much  of  a  new  fchemc  of  doc- 
trine :  And   if  it   were  not   the  divinely  infpired 
words  of  our  apoftle  Paul,  it  would  hardly  efcape 
being  taxed  as  an  jintinomian  paradox.     I  remem-* 
bqr  Luther  upon  the  text  fays,  the  falfe  apoftlcs 
bught,  unlefs  you  live  to  the  law,  you  cannot  live 
to  God  5  and  therefore  here  Paul  muft  be  the  moft 
heretical  of  all  hereticks.     His  herefy  is  unheard-of 
hcrcfy,  reafon  and  human  wifdom  cannot  receive  iti 
that  if  we  will  live  to  God,  we  muft  be  dead  wholly 
to  the  law :  Yet  fo  it  is  here,  he  declares  it  of  him- 
fclf,  and    in  the  name  of  all  believers  in  Chrift, 
yea,  as  the  very  doftrine  of  faith,  I  through  thelaia, 
&c.  In  which  words  you  may  notice  two  remark- 
ably different  things,  death  and  ///>,  mortification 
and  vivification.     1.  A  wonderful  death,  1  through 
the  law  am  dead  to  the  laiv.     2.  A  remarkable  life 
proceeding    out  of  that  death,    that  I  might  live 
unto  God.     I.  You  have  a   wonderful    death,    or 
Paufh  ftrange  mortification  ;  /  through  the  law.  am 
dead  to  the  law ;  and  of  this  mortification  we  have 
here  three  things,  (r.)  The  gtvitv^Vnature  oi  it,  it 
is* called  a  deaths  1  am  dead.  .  (2.)  The  object  of  it, 
tbe  law.    "(3.)  The  means  of  it,  the  law ;  1  through 
the  law  am  dead  to  the  law  \  all  very  odd  things  to 
carnal  reafon.     (i.)  The  ^tntXAV nature  oi  \i\  it  is 
caJlcd  a  deaths  I  aniidead.     There  arc  fcvcral  forts 

Vol.  II.  I  of 
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of  death  commonly  fpoken  of,  temporal,  ipiritual 
and  eternal ;  but  this  is  none  of  them.  Temporal 
death  is  a  reparation  betwixt  foul  and  body,  but  this 
death  takes  place  where  there  is  no  fuch  feparation. 
Paul  was  thus  alive,  when  he  faid  here,  /  am  dead. 
Spiritual  death  is  feparation  betwixt  God  and  the 
foul,  but  this  death  is  a  mean  of  joining  God  and 
the  foul  together.  Eternal  death  is  an  eternal  fepa- 
ration betwixt  God  and  the  foul  j  but  the  death  here 
fpoken  of,  makes  way  for  eternal  communion  with 
God.  This  is  a  ftrange  death,  a  ftrange  mortifica- 
tion ;  efpecially  if  you  confider,  (2.)  The  objeS  of 
it,  the  LAW  I  I  am  dead  to  the  law ;  not  only  the 
ceremonial  law,  but  even  the  moral  law  itfelf  as  un- 
der the  form  of  a  covenant  of  works,  and  as  a  con- 
dition of  life.  I  renounce,  might  he  fay,  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  the  law,  feeking  no  falvation  in  the 
works  thereof  J  nay,  in  this  refpedt,  it  is  dead  to 
me,  and  I  to  it ;  it  cannot  fave  me,  and  I  cannot 
€xpc(5t  falvation  by  it ;  nay,  I  am  dead  to  the  law. 
To  be  dead  to  fin,  is  a  mortification  that  people 
may  think  they  can  eafily  underftand  5  but  the  my- 
ftery  of  it,  in  being  dead  to  fin,  by  this  means  of 
being  dead  to  the  law,  cannot  be  well  under- 
ftood ;  for  one  would  think  that  to  die  to  the  law, 
were  to  live  in  fin :  Nay,  fays  the  apofi:le,  it  i$ 
quite  other  wife  ;  that  I  may  die  to  fin,  I  am  dead* 
to  the  law.  (3.)  You  have  the  ffieans  of  this  death, 
which  is  as  ftrange,  namely,  the  law ;  7  through 
the  law  am  dead  to  the  law.  As  to  this  means  of 
death  to  the  law,  to  wity  the  law,  I  find  fome  di- 
vines underftand  it  a  different  law  from  the  other ; 
as  if  the  apoftle  (hould  fiiy,  I  by  the  law  of  Chrift- 
am  freed  from  the  law  of  Mofes\  or,  I  by  the  law 
of  faith  am  freed  from  the  law  of  works.    But  I 

encline 
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Line  to  join  with  .the  current  of  found  divines, 
>  underftand  both  of  the  fame  law,  q.  d.  I  zva 
i  to  the  law  through  the  law ;  the  law  hath 
;ht  me  that  I  api  a  (inner,  that  cannot  be  jufti- 
by  the  law,  which  curfcs  and  condemns  fin- 
:  By  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin  ^  and 
ing  thus  by  the  law  known  myfelf  to  be  a  fin- 
guilty  wretch,  I  am  dead  to  all  expedation  of 
teoufnefs  by  the  law.  The  law  then,  having 
killed  me,  and  all  my  hope  of  life  by  it,  hath 

a  bleft  means  of  drawing  me  out  of  myfelf, 
all  my  legal  righteoufnefs,  to  feck  life  andjufti- 
on  in  Chrift,  and  his  righteoufnefs  received  by 
:  Thus  you  have  a  wonderful  death  here  fpo- 
of-  2.  You  have^a  remarkable  life  proceeding 
)f  that  death ;  you  may  call  it  Paufs  vivifica- 

which  was  not  peculiar  to  him,  but  is  com- 
to  all  believers :  That  I  might  live  unto  God. 
jre  again  you  may  notice  three  things,  (i.)  The 
77/  nature  of  this  vivification,  it  is  called  by  the 
;  oi  life.     While  a  man  is  alive  to  the  law,  he 
nues  dead ;  but  whenever  he  is  dead  to  the  law, 
he  is  alive,  the  breath  of  life  is  breathed  into 
oftrils,  and  he  becomes  a  living  foul ;  for  the 
t  of  God,  the  Spirit  of  life  enters  into  him. 
The  objcB   of  this   life,  or    vivification,  it  is 
;  a  living  unto  God,  that  is  a  new  life,  a  holy 
a  divine  life,  a  liviiig--tb  God,  to  God's  honour, 
jd's  glory.     Bcfcafe  thi?,  the  man  lived  to  him- 
5  his  ekd^  as  vftWz^from  himfelf  as  his  principle  i 
low  he  lives  from  God  as  his  principle,  and  to 
is  his  end,  which  only  is  a  holy  life,  and  where- 
c  fandlification  lies.  (3.)  You  have  the  ;;y?«^w^ 
his  death  hath  upon  this  life,  or  this  morti- 
I  2  fication 
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fication  hath  upon  this  vivificatlon ;  oTi  the  .influ-^ 
cnce  that  juftification  by  faith  alone,  And  not  by 
the  deeds  of  the  h\v,  hath  upon   famffification  of 
heart  and  life,  or  living  to  God,  in  the  particle  tJbat : 
I  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live  unto  God. 
Now,  might  the  apoftle   fay,    how  falfly  do  you 
charge  my  doctrine,  as  opening  a  window  to  licen* 
tioufnefs,  While  I  in  the  hanw  of  all  believers  de- 
clare, that  this  doftrine  of  juftification  by  &ith  alone, 
or  our  being  dead  to  the  law  in  point  of  juftification, 
does  open  the  door  to  true  holinefs ;  for  none  caik 
live  unto  God,  till  they  be  dead  to  the  law.    I 
through  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law^  that  I  might 
live  unto  God.    But  I  (hall  endeavour  further  to  ex* 
plain  the  words  upon  the  following  obfervation, 

.  Doctrine,  ^hat  to  be  dead  to  the  law  in  tkt 
point  of  jujlif  cation^  is  necejfary  in  order  to  Jiving 
unto  God  J  in' point  of  fanSiiJication.  I  throng 
the  law,  &c. 

Now,    upon    this  dodrine,    I  fhall  endeavoort 
through  grace,  to  explain  the  feveral  branches  of  thtf 
text ;  and  the  general  method  fhall  be,  i.  To  deaf 
and  CQnfirm  the  dodrine.     2.  To  fpeafc  of'  thfc  be* 
liever's  death  of    mortification   here  intended  i,  i 
through  the  law  avi  dead  to  the  law.     3.-  To  fpeak  of 
the  believer's  life  or  vivifkation,  his  living  unto  God^ 
4*  Of  the  necefTity  of  this  death  in  order  to  <hi* 
life,  or  the  influence  that  our  being  dead  to  the  ItW 
hath  upon  our  living  urtto  God.     5.  Make  ibme 
application.  : 

FIRST    HEAD. 

Flrji^  toctecir  and  confirm  the  do<5trine  ;  at 'the 
vieink  ^\  tWQ  or  three  ivitnejfes^  every  i^-ord  jhall  be 

ijlablijked. 


^nbU/keJ.  But,  t<%  ihew  that  we  are  not  ilrained 
to  fiod  .oat  witneilea  to.attefl:  the  truth  of  this  doc- 
trine, 1  fliall  produce  mbre  than  two  or  three,  ifl: 
vitnefsithat  I  cite,  is  thdt  Rom.  vii  4,  5,  6,  where 
you  fee,  :tha:t  to  be  dead  to  the  law,  ;^r^  married  to 
Chrift,.  38  oeceiTary  in  order  to  living:  to  God,  and 
bringing  forth  fruit  to  him,  and  ferviog  him  in  new- 
nc/s  of'  fpirit.  .  2d  Witncfs  I  cite,  is  very  like  to  this^ 
IJa.  Bym/  5.  compared.  Sing  Ohnrrcn-^for  more 
dre  the  children  of  the  defolate.  Gentiles,  than  the 
dnldren  of  the  married  wife :  Why,  /UiT.  5.  T/&y  Afe- 
her  is  thy  hufband.  Being  dead  to  the  law,  and  di- 
torced  from  it,  and  married  to  Chrift,  the  barren 
woman"  becomes  a  fruitful  bride^  And,  left  you 
Ihould  think  I  put  a  wrong  glofs  upon  this  text,  and 
miftake  the  meaning  of  it,  you  may  compare  it  with 
a  third  witnefs  that  I  cite,  whereby  this  very  glofs 
that  I  give  it  is  confirmed,  Gnl  iv.  27.  For  it  is 
written  J  rejoice  thou  barren.  Now,  we  would  con- 
fiderwhatis  thefubjcdl  here  fpoken  of:  The  apof- 
tle  is  fetting  forth  believers  freedom  from  the  law 
by  the  gofpel,  or  their  juftiiication  by  faith  without 
the  works  of  the  law  ;  and  he  confirms  it  by  an  al- 
4egory,  (hewing,  that  our  liberty  from  the  law  was 
prefigured  in  the  family  of  Abraham^  that  wc  are 
not  children  of  the- bond- woman,  or  bond-men  to 
the  law,  but  children  of  thepromifc,  as  Ifaac :  And 
the  apoftle  explains  the  prophet,  and  (hews  his  al- 
legory to  be  founded,  not  only  on  the  former  hifto- 
rical,  but  alfo  on  this  prophetical  fcripture.  The 
gofpd-church,  including  all  believers  among  fews 
and  Gentiles^  is  called  the  bridt\  the  lamb*s  wife :  And 
as  this  bride  in  general,  being  divorced  from  the 
law,  and  married- to-Chrift,  is  a  fruitful  bride,  bear- 
ing many  children,  many   fons  and  daughters  -to 

I  3  Chrift, 
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Chrlily  and  more  under  the  Afcw  difpenfation  of  the 
covenant  of  grace,  than  under  the  old  legal  admini- 
ftration  thereof  before  Chrift's  coming ;  fo  every 
particular  believer,  being  dead  to  the  law,  and  mar- 
ried to  Chrifty  is  by  this  means  fruitful  in  bringmg 
forth  the  fruits  of  holinefs  and  righteoufneis,  to  the 
glory  of  God ;  as  the  apoftle,  in  profecuting  this 
difcourfe,  further  fhews,  ^^r.  30.  Caji  mt  the  bond- 
swoman and  her  fon.  Strange  4  that  the  law  {hoald 
be  called  a  bend-woman^  and  then  caft  out  the  bond- 
woman ;  this  was  jflrange  language :  Nay,  but  in 
the  cafe  of  juftification,  Mofes  and  his  tables  muft 
give  place  to  Chrift,  as  Luther  fays  j  Yea,  he  adds 
in  this  fcnfc,  /  will  fay  to  ihce^  O  law,  Be  ffm\ 
and  if  it  will  not  be  gone,  tbruft  it  out  by  force  5  caft 
out  the  bond-woman.  Further,  the  apoftle  addSi 
Chap,  v-  I .  Stand  fajl  therefore^  &c.  read  ver.  4,  5* 
6.  where  you  fee,  that  the  believer  being  free  from 
the  law,  and  having  the  fpirit  of  life,  and  the  fpfc* 
rit  of  faith,  bringeth  forth  fruit  to  God ;  of  which 
fruits  of  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  in  oppofition  to  the 
fruits  of  the  flcfh,  you  read,  ^er.  16,  17.  and  down- 
ward.    4th  witnefs  that  I  cite,  is,  OoL  il  13,  14. 

You  being  dead  in  your  Jim bath  he  quickned^-^-'r' 

Now,  by  what  means  does  this  quickning,  or  be- 
ing made  alive  to  God,  come  about  ?  It  is  by  the 
blotting  out  of  the  hand  writing — nailing  it  to  bis 
crofs ;  intimating,  that  there  is  no  living  unto  God, 
without  being  dead  to  the  law,  and  having  the  law 
dead  to  us,  by  viewing  it  crucified  with  Chrift,  and 
nailed  to  l^is  crofs.  5th  witnefs  is,  CoL  \\\.  3.  Fm^ 
ye  are  dead^  that  is,  dead  to  the  law,  a3  he  bad 
cleared  before,  and  fo  dead  to  fin,  felf,  and  the 
world,  and  your  life  is  hid  with  Chriji  in  God\  and 
tiihen  Cbrijl^  who  is  your  life ^Jkall  appear ^  6cc.  Mr- 
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9tfy  therefore  your  members  ivhich  are  upon  the  earth. 
The  believer  is  faid  to  be  dead  with  Chrift,  wr,  20. 
of  rhc  preceeding  chapter,  and  fo  dead  to  the  law, 
which  was  nailed  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  And  ver.  i* 
of  this  chapter,  the  believer  is  faid  to  be  rifen  with 
Chrift,  and  fo  he  fits  together  with  Chrift  in  hea- 
venly places.  But  tho'  his  bcft  part  is  above,  even 
his  glorious  head,  whom  he  will  follow ;  yet  he 
hath  members  on  earth,  which  he  is  called  to  mor- 
tify; which  mortification  of  fin  is,  you  fee,  the 
native  fruit  of  his  being  dead  with  Chrift,  and 
rifen  with  him.  6th  witnefs  that  I  cite,  is,  Rom. 
iii.  28,  31.  We  conclude  that  a  man  is  jujlified  by 
faitb^  wttbout  the  deeds  of  the  law,  and  fo  he  is  dead 
to  the  law.  Now,  does  this  doftrine  deftroy  our 
living  to  God  ?  Nay,  Do  ive  make  'void  the  law  thro 
faith?  God  forbid 'y  yea,  we  ejlablijh  the  law;  we 
cftabliih  it  as  a  covenant  of  works,  while  we  believe 
in  Chrift  for  righteoufnefs,  to  be  imputed  for 
our  juftification ;  and  we  eftablifti  it  as  a  rule  of 
life,  and  holinefs,  while  we. believe  in  Chrift  for 
ftrength,  to  be  imparted  for  our  fandlification  j  and 
fo  being  dead  to  the  law  in  point  of  juftification, 
we  live  unto  God  in  fanftification.  7th  witnefs 
that  I  cite,  is,  Rom.  vi'.  14.  SinJI:allnGt  have  domi^ 
nion  mer  you,  for  you  are  not,  &c.  Where  you  fee, 
that  a  man's  being  under  grace,  and  not  under  the 
law,  is  the  very  means  by  which  he  comes  to  be 
delivered,  and  freed  from  the  dominion  of  fin,  and 
fo  lives  unto  God.  Here  is  the  privilege,  deliver- 
ance from  the  dominion  of  fin  ;  and  the  means  of 
it  is,  by  the  grace  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  by 
which  we  are  delivered  from  the  law :  For  as  the 
motions  of  fin,  Rom.  vii.  5.  are  faid  to  be  by  the 
law,  fo  the  law  being  dead  to  us,  and  we  by  grace 

I  4  being 
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being  married  to  another  hufband,  we  bring .  forth 

fruit  unto  God ;  Tbe  grace  of  God,    that  bringttb 

fahoation^  teaching  us  to  deny  ungcdlinefsy  Tixus  ii. 

II.     While  the  law  hath  .power  over  a  nifUdi  he 

cannot  but  be  bringing  forth  fruit  unto  death,  Rom, 

vii.  5.  There  was  never  yet  an  effedual  courfetakea 

for  the  mortifying  of  fin,  but  by  the  gpfpcl  and  ;thp 

grace  of  Chrift,  which  yet  fome  ignorantly  think 

leads  to  licentioufhcfs,  as  they  thought   in  Paut% 

days,  vcr.  15.  Nay,  while  we  are  under  the  law,  we 

are  the  fcrvants  of  fin  ;  but  now,  vef\  22.  being 

made  free  from  ^\n,  r^nd  become  fer'vants  toGod,  ji 

have  your  fruit  unio  hoHnefs,  and  the  end  everla/ling 

life.     8th  witnefs  that  I  cite,  is,  Rom.  viii.  2,  3.  For 

the  laijo  of  the  fpirtt  if  life  in  Chrijl  JefuSy  bath  made 

7ne  fr^e  from  the  laiD  of  fin  and  death.  Why?  how 

comes  that  about  ?  ver.  3.  For  ^what  the  law  could 

7iot  doy  in  thai  it  ivas  weak  through  the  Jlejh.  Where 

ye  fee  thcqiuliry  of  every  believer,  he  is  one  that 

lives   to  God,  and  walks  not  after  the  flefli,  but 

after  the  fpirir.     And  now,  what  is  the  foundation 

of  this  ?  even  freedom  from  tJie  law,  which  thro' 

our  weaknefs  could  not  juftity  us  ;  but  our  help 

was  laid  upon  one  that  is  mighty,  vvho  having  come 

under  the  law,  did,  by  a  facriiicc  for  fin,  condemn 

fin  in  the  flefh,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law 

might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  both  in  point  of  juftifica- 

tion  and  fadification.     9th    witnefs  is,    2  Cor.  v. 

15,  read  alfo 'yrr.  14.  For  the  love  of  Chrift  cofi/irains 

uSy'  that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live^ 

Jlwuld  not  henceforth  live  to   ihemfckes,  but  to  him 

that  died  Jor  them.      There  is  true  fandification, 

and  living  unto  God^  but   how   cam^.  it  about  j  • 

The  means  thereof  is  the  death  of  Chrift,  which 

we  have  been  celebrating  in  the  fucramcnt  of  the 

Lord's 


s  fupper  ^  this  is  both  the  meabs  and  the  mo* 
berec^.     Whatftronger  motive  than  this,  to 
»  htm  that  died  for  us,  and  by  his  death  re^ 
id  u6  from  the  law  ?   For  wc  are  dead  to  the 
y  the  body  of  Chrift,  Rom.  vii«  4.  that  is,  by 
csfh  of  Cfarift,   the  facrifice  of  his  human 
5.}  and  hence  comes  true  fpirtti^al  life,  or  \\v^ 
0  him.     loth  witnefs  that  I  cite,  is,   i  Cor^ 
6,  57.  The  Jling  of  death  is  Jin^  the  firengtb 
:  /5  the  law  ;   where  the  law  is  called  the 
rth  of  £n,  not  only  becaufe  by  the  law  is  the 
Jedge  of  fin,  and  fin  would  nfOt  h^ve  power 
[idemn  us,  but  by  wtue  of  the  kw  which  dit 
es  fin ;  but  alfo  becaufe  fin  gets^itrength  froni 
LW,  fin  taking  occafion  by  the^  commandment, 
ght  in  me  all  manner  of  conctipifcence,  Rom. 
.    For  without  the  lano  fm  ivas  dead.     Sin  and 
ption  is  fo  irritated  by  the  law,   that  thereby 
nner  comes  to  be  more  finful :   Which  is  not 
lult  of  the  law,  for  it  prohibits,  reproves  ahii 
:mns  fin  ;   but  the  fault  of  corrupt  nature, 
i  the  more  a  thing  is  forbidd^n^  the  more  im- 
lufly  it  follows  it;   like  a  mad  horfe,  the  more 
chcckt  with  the  bridle,  the  morfe  nrrad  and  fu- 

he  is.     Now  the  ftrcngth  of  fin  is  the  law  ; 

thanks  be  to  God,  which  gives  us  the  viftory 

igh  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord ;  vidtory  over  the  law^ 

h  is  the  ftrength  of  fin ;    and  fo,  being  freed 

the  law,  or  dead  to  it,  in  this  way  I  am  freed 

fin,  and  put  in -cafe  to  live  unto  God.  Thefc 
sn  witnefles  inftead  of  twenty  that  might  be 
ced  for  the  confirmation  of  this  doftririe,  that 
:  dead  to  the  law  in  point  of  juftification,  £f^, 
ivc  this  truth  then  in  the  love  of  it.  * 

S  E  C  O  N  Q 
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SECOND  HEAD. 
THE  fecond  thing  propofed  was,  to  fpeak  of 
thb  flrange  death  of  the  believer,  /  through  the  Ima 
cm  dead  to  the  law.  Now  here  four  things  are  to  be 
touched  at.  i .  What  the  law  is,  that  the  believer 
is  dead  to.  2.  What  it  is  in  the  law,  that  he  is 
dead  to.  3.  What  it  is  to  be  dead  to  the  klw. 
4.  The  means  of  this,  that  through  the  law  he 
is  dead  to  the  law. 

.  ijiy  What  the  law  is,  that  the  believer  is  dead 
to.  I  know,  I  need  to  be  cautious  in  what  I  fay 
in  this  captious  age,  efpecially  upon  fuch  a  fubjeft 
]as  this  I  but  it  is.  in  the  fear  of  God,  to  whom,  I  am 
accountable,  and  without  regard  to  any  man,  that  - 
I  defire  to  deliver  the  truths  of  the  gofpel.  What 
is  the  law,  to  which  Paul  fays  he  was  dead  ? 
I  fliall  not.  trouble  you  with  the  feveral  acceptations 
of  the  lawj  nor  the  diftindlions  of  it  into  judicial^  ce^ 
remonial  and  moraL  But  here,  though  the  apoftle 
fpeaks  rometimes  of  the  ceremonial^  and  fometimes 
of  the  moral  law  in  this  epiftle ;  yet  in  this  text,  I 
fuppofe,  with  the  current  of  found  divines,  that  he 
iindcrftands  efpecially  the  moral  lawj  or  the  law  of 
the  ten  commandments,  confidered  under  the  form 
of  a  covenant  of  works.  The  law  is  to  be  taken 
two  ways.  I.  Materially,  for  its  mere  preceptive 
and  dircdive  part,  Or,  2.  The  law  may  be  taken 
formally,  as  it  is  a  covenant,  whether  of  works  or 
grace.  Now  the  law,  materially  taken,  is  ftill  the 
fame,  whatever  form  it  be  caft  into,  and  it  is  the 
tranfcript  of  the  divine  image,  after  which  man  was 
created  at  iirft  j  fo  that  long  before  the  law  was 
written  in  tables  of  ftone,  it  was  written  in  the 
tables  of  man's  heart;  and  man  was  obliged  to  obe« 
dience  to  this  law,  as  a  creature  to  his  Creator,  tho' 

there 
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there  had  never  been  any  covenant  made  with  him ; 
and  this  obligation  to  obedience  is  eternal  and  ever- 
iafling  and  unchangeable  :  But  this  law  was  after- 
wards caft  into  two  difierent  forms,  namely,  that 
of  the  covenant  of  works,  and  afterwards  that  of 
jbe  covenant  of  grace.     Now,  here,  I  fay,  it  is 
■meant  of  the  law  or  covenant  of  works,  in  which 
law  there  were  three  things,  a  precepty  a  promife^ 
Vid  a  penalty,     i.  The  precept ^  which  is  perfeA 
and  perfbnai  obedience,  by  our  own  flrength,  and 
in  the  old  covenant  form,  do.     2.  The  promife^ 
which  is  life  eternal,  do  and  live.     3.  The  penalty^ 
which  is  death  temporal,  fpiritual  and  eternal';   if 
you  do  not,  you  (hall  die^  Gen.  ii.  17.     The  cove-^ 
fiant  of  works  commands  good,  and  forbids  evil, 
with  a  promife  of  life  in  cafe  of  obedience,  and  a 
Ihreatenmg  of  death  in  cafe  of  difobedience ;  and 
fo  this  law  of  works  hath  a  twofold  power,  a  power 
10  juftify,  and  a  power  to  condemn  ;  to  juftify,  if 
we  obey;  and  to  condemn  if  we  difobey*    The 
.command  of  the  law,  abftradtly  and  materially  con- 
iideredy  is,  as  I  faid,  eternally  binding  upon  all  ra- 
tional creatures,  fo  long  as  they  continue  to  be  crea-* 
tureSy  and  God  the  Creator  :   but  the  command 
of  the  law  formally  confidercd,  or  under  the  form 
of  a  covenant  of  works  particularly,  binds  no  longer 
than  that  form  continues.     Now,  the  commanding 
power  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  is  a. 
power  calling  us  to  obey  (or  enjoining  us  to  do)  by 
our  own  ftrength,  to  obey  as  a  condition  of  life, 
and  to  obey  under  pain  of  damnation. 

As  to  thtjecond  thing  here,  what  it  is  in  the  law, 
to  which  the  believer  is  dead*     Here  it  muft  be  ob- 
fcrved>  that  it  is  only  the  believer  that  is  dead  to  the 
law;  9II  otben  are  alive  to  it ;  and  the  believer's  be- 
ing 
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ing  dead  to  the  law,  imports,  that  he  is  wholy  fet 
free  from  it ;  or,  as  the  words  of  bur  confession 
bear^  They  are  not  under  the  law  as  a  cmenant  of 
moGrkSy  to  be  thereby  either  jujiified  or  amdefkned.  Thus 
they  are  dead  to  the  law.  The  law  is  compared  in 
our  text  to  a  hard  and  cruel  maftcr,  and  we  com- 
pared to  flaves  and  bondmen,  who,  fo  long  as  they 
.are  alive,  are  under  dominion,  and  at  the  command 
©f  their  mafters ;  but  when  tliey  are  dead  they  arc 
iree  from  that  bondage,  and  their  mafters  have  no 
mor^v^  do  with  them.  Here  then,  to  be  dead  to 
the  lav^,  is  to  be  free  from  the  dominion  and  power 
of  the  law.  Now,  I  think  the  power  of  the  law 
may  be  ccnfidered,  either  as  accidental,  or  elTcntial. 
It  hath  an  accidental  power  or  ftrength :  For  ex- 
ample, by  rcafon  of  our  finful,  corrupt  and  depra*^ 
cd  ftate,  the  believer  is  freed  even  from  an  iis- 
ritating  power,  whereby  as  an  occafion,  it  provokes 
and  Airs  up  the  corruption  of  the  hcJart  in  the  un- 
regcnerate.  Ran.  vii.  8..  {6  far  as  he  is  dead  to  the 
law.  But  next,  there  is  a  power  that  the  law  hath, 
that  may  be  called  eirencial  to  it,  as  a  covenant  of 
works,  and  that  is,  a  juftifying  and  condemning 
power,  a3  I  faid  before;  a  power  to  juftify  the  obe- 
dient, and  a  power  to  condemn  the  difobcdicnt  : 
Now  believers  are  dead  to  the  lau%  fo  as  they  are 
not  under  it,  to  be  juftificd  or  condemned  thereby  ; 
they  are  wholly  and  altogether  free  from  the  law, 
as  it  is  a  covenant  of  life  and  death,  upon  doing  or 
not  doing.  But,  for  the  further  clearing  of  this,  I 
told  you  upon  that  queftion,  what  law  is  here 
meant  ?  That  in  the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works, 
there  are  three  things,  i.  The- precept  of  obedience. 
2.  The  promife  of  life.  3.  The  threatening  of  pe- 
futlty  of  death ;  all  which  the  believer  is  dead  to. 
jy?.  The  precept  of  obedience  as  a  condition  of  life, 

is 
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is  one  part  of  the  covenant  of  works,  Jo  and  live ; 
or,  iftbou  nvik  enter  vito  life,  keep  the  comma7idment5\ 
this  rhe  believer  is  delivered*  from,  and  io  dead  to  the 
precept  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  or  condition  of 
life.     Take  heed  to  what  I  fay  here;   I  fay  not, 
that  the  believer  is  delivered  from  the  precept  of  the 
law  (imply,  but  only  as  a  condition. of  life :  For  thft 
command  of  perfefk  obedience,  is  not  the  covenant 
o(  works ;    nay,  man  was  obliged  to  perfedt  obe- 
dience, and  is  eternally  bound  to  obey  the  law,  tho' 
there  never  had  been  a  covenant :  But  the  form  of 
the  preempt  or  command  in  the  covenant  of  worksi 
is  perfedl  obedience  as  a  condition  of  life.    Now,  it 
is  the  commanding  power  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant 
of  works,  that  the  believer  is  freed  from;  and  it 
hath  no  commanding  power  but  in  this  ftrain,  name- 
ly, to  command  perfefl:  obedience  as  the  condition 
of  life  ;   and  under  pain  of  the  curfe,  obey  and 
thou  (halt  live ;  otherwife  thou  (halt  die.  Now  the 
ground  of  the  believer's  freedom  from  the  precept 
of  the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works,  or  condition  of 
life,  Chrift's  perfedl  obedience  to  the  law,    in  his 
room,  in  his  Itead,  which  is  the  true  and  proper 
condition  of  our  eternal  life  and  happinefs,  Rom.  \\ 
at  the  clofe.     By  the  ohedicjice  of  one^  Jlmll  many  be 
made  righteous  ^   that  as  Jin  bath  reigned  unto  deaih^ 
even  Jo  grace  might  reign  through  right ecufhejs  to  eter^ 
nal  life.    There  is  an  eternal  truth  in  this,  that  life 
is  not  to  -be  obtained,  unlefs  all  be  done  that  the 
law  requires.  Do  thi\  find  live-,  and  that  is  (lill  true. 
If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life^  keep  the  comma7idments: 
They  muft  be  kept  by  us,  or  our  farety :  Now,  the 
furety'6  fibediencc  being  imputed  to  the  believer,  as 
the  condition  of  eternal  life,  the  believer  is  not  ob- 
Kged  to  obedience  to  the  law  as  a  condition  of  life  r^ 
The  precept  of  the  law  properly  is,  do ;   but  the 

precept 
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precept  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  is  un- 
der this  conditional  form,  do^  and  live.     Now,  if 
any  fay  then,  the  believer  is  delivered  from  obliga- 
tion, to  do,  or  to  obey  the  law,  I  deny  that,  for  this 
do  is  eternally  binding;  but  the  precept  of  the  law,  as 
a  covenant  of  works,  is  not  fimply  do^  but  do  and  live; 
and  this  conditional  form,  which  is  properly  the  pre- 
cept and  command  of  the  covenant  of  works,  he  is 
indeed  delivered  from  ;  for  Chrift  as  furcty  came  un- 
der the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works,  or  as  it  flood  in 
this  conditional  do,  and  live ;  For  he  yielded  pcrfed 
obedience  to  it, to  procure  life  by  it;  and  fo  the  belie- 
ver is  wholly  delivered  from  obedience  to  it,  that  is,  to 
obtain  life  by  it,  or  to  procure  everlafling  life  by  his 
obedience.  The  precept,  thus  formed  as  the  condi- 
tion of  life,  by  virtue  of  the  annexing  of  the  pro- 
mife  of  life  to  the  obedience  of  it,  is  the  precept  of 
the  covenant  of  works ;  and  from  this  precept  he  is 
freed,  and  fo  is  dead  to  the  law  in  refpeft  of  the 
precept  of  it,  in  and  through  Jefus  Chrifl  his  furety. 
2dly,Tht  promife^  of  life  is  another  thing  in  the  co- 
venant of  works  I  and  this  runs  in  the  fame  line 
with  the  former,  being  fo  connedled  with  it.    The 
promife  of  life  in  the  law,  or  covenant  of  works, 
was  juft  the  promife  of  eternal  life,  upon  condition 
of  pcrfcd  obedience  :   Now  the  believer's  freedom 
from  the  law  in  this  refpedt,  flows  from  his  free- 
dom fi-om  it  in  the  former  refpedt :  For  if  he  be 
freed  from  the  do^  or  obedience,  as  required  in  that 
old  covenant-form,  then  he  is  not  to  expefl:  eternal 
life,  as  it  is  promifed  in  that  covenant :  Nay,  the 
lav/  is  divefted  of  its  promife  of  life  to  the  believer  f 
that  is  to  fay,  his  obedience  to  the  law  hath  not  the 
promife  of  eternal  life,  as  the  legal  ground  and  title 
jkipon  which  he  is  to  obtain  it ;   he  holds  his  title  to 

eternal 
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"nal  life  in  Jefus  Chrift,  his  furcty,  in  whom  he 
h  a  perfedt  obedience,  to  which  eternal  life  is 
(iiitfed  ;  and  which  is  now  the  alone  fure  ground 
>n  which  it  is  to  be  procured  The  believer's 
n  obedience  to  the  law,  or  his  gofpcl  obedience^ 
1  conformity  to  the  law,  wrought  in  him,  and 
le  by  him,  thro'  the  help  of  the  fpirit  of  grace ; 
in  this  obedience  of  his,  I  fay,  hath  not  the  legal 
►mife  of  eternal  life,  as  if  it  were  the  legal  con- 
on  of  his  obtaining  eternal  life :  No,  his  gofpcl 
rdience,  haih  indeed  a  gofpcl  promife,  connedling 
vith  eternal  life,  as  it  is  an  evidence  of  his  union 
Chrift,  in  whom  all  the  promifes  are  yea  and 
m  ;  and  as  it  is  a  walking  in  the  way  to  heaven, 
:hout  which  none  (hall  ever  come  to  the  end, 
^  without  bolinefs  it  is  impoj/ible  to  fee  God.  But 
legal  promife  of  eternal  life,  made  to  obedience, 
I  which  makes  our  perfonal  obedience  to  be  the 
ife  and  matter  of  our  juftification,  and  as  the  pro- 
•  condition  of  falvation  and  eternal  life,  this  is  the 
>mife  of  the  law,  or  covenant  of  works  j  and  this 
mife  it  is  now  wholly  diverted  of,  as  to  the  belie- 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  who  has  taken  his  law-room, 
I  yielded  that  perfedl  obedience  to  which  the 
>mife  of  eternal  life  is  now  made.  And  the  rea- 
why  I  fay,  the  promife  of  eternal  life  is  now 
de  to  Chrift's  perfefl:  obedience  in  our  room  and 
id,  is,  becaufe  the  law  or  covenant  of  work^ 
ic  no  promife  of  life  properly  but  to  man's  pwn 
fonal  obedience ;  it  made  no  mention  of  a  fure^ 
But  now,  in  fovereign  mercy,  this  law-rigour 
bated,  and  the  furety  is  accepted,  to  whofe  obe- 
ice  life  is  promifed.  ^dly^  The  threatening  of 
th  in  cafe  of  difobedience,  is  another  thing  in 
covenant  of  works ;  death  and  wrath,  and  l\fi 
fc,  is  the  penalty  of  the  law  j  death  is  the  r©- 
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ward  of  fin  and  difobedience  to  the  lavcr,  hi  the  dof 
thou  ^finnefi  thou  Jhalt  die ;    and  this  the  beh*ever  is 
alio  freed  from  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  who  died 
for  our  fins.  The  law  faith,  Curfed  is  every  oHe  that 
continueth  not^  &;c.  but  the  gofpel  faith,  Cbrijl  bath 
redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law^  being  made  d 
cur fe  for  us^  Gal.  iii.  lo,  13.     As  the  law  then  to 
the  believer  is  divefl:ed  of  its  prpmife  of  life,  fo  as  it 
cannot  juftlfy  him  for  his  obedience ;  fo  it  is  divefted 
of  its  threatening  of  death,  and  cannot  condemn 
him  for  his  difobedience  to  it  as  a  covenant,  that  co- 
venant form  of  it  being  done  away  iu  Chrift  Jcfus 
with  refpeft  to  the  believer.     I  think  fome  will,  it 
may  be,  objefl:,  and  fay,  that  the  believer  is  de- 
livered from  the  curfe  of  the  law  j    but  ftill  wc 
cannot  undcrftand  how  he  is  dead  to  the  command 
of  the  law.     That  he  is  dead  to  the  condemning 
power  of  the  law  is  plain :   but  how  he  is  dead  to 
the  preceptive,  mandatory  commanding  power  of 
the  law?  I  anfwer  to  you  again,  he  is  dead  to,  and 
delivered  from  the  preceptive  part  of  the  law,  not 
materially,  but  formally ;    for  the  command  of  it 
materially y  is,  do^  or  yield  obedience  >   this  he  caii 
never  be  delivered  from  fo  long  as  he  is  a  creature, 
and  God  his  Creator.     But  the  command  formally^ 
or  under  the  forip  of  the  covenant  of  works,  is,  do^ 
and  live-,  do  by  your  own  ftrength,  do^  as  the  condi- 
tion of  your  eternal  life,  anjd  do  under  the  pain  of 
eternal  death  and  danination ;  this  I  iay,  which  is 
the  commanding  part  of  the  law  formally  confider- 
ed,  as  it  is  a  covenant  of  works,  he  is  wholly  and 
altogether  delivered  from.     To  preach  the  manda- 
tory part  of  ^e  law  as  a  covenant  of  works,  is  tp 
preach  the  moral  lavv,  npf  merely  as  a  rule  of  life, 
but  as  the  condition  oi  life  eternal,  in  which  fei)f(( 
the  believer  is  not  at  all  bound  to  acknowledge  itj- 
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nd  to  fay,  that  the  believer  is  delivered  from  the 
aw,  that  is,  only  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  would 
nake  fome  very  flrange  gloiTes  upon  many  fcrip* 
ures;  for  example,  Gal.  iii.  10.  As  many  as  are  of 
be  'works  of  the  law^  are  under  the  curfe  j  the  mean- 
ng  of  it  then  would  be,  as  many  as  are  under  the 
;urfe,  are  under  the  curfe.  It  mufl  therefore  be 
neant  of  the  precept  of  the  law,  as  many  as  are 
inder  the  precept,  are  under  the  penally  thereof. 
rhe  believer  then  is  dead  to,  and  delivered  from 
he  law  in  its  commanding  and  condemning  power, 
nd  that  in,  and  through  Chrift  :  And  I  am  not 
iiraid,  utx  afhamed  to  fay  it,  in  the  words  of  the 
ainous  dodor  Owen^  that  the  whole  power  and 
andion  of  the  firft  covenant  was  conferred  upon 
[Ihrifl:,  and  in  him  fulfilled  and  ended :  And  I  think 
[  fay  no  more  than  what  the  apoflle,  a  greater  than 
ic,  faith,  Rom.  x.  4.  Chriji  is  the  end  of  the  law  for 
igbteoufnejs  to  every  one  that  believeth.  Thus  you 
ee  what  it  is  in  the  law,  the  believer  is  dead  to,  more 
[enerally. 

Third  thing  here  propofed,  was,  what  it  is  to 
le  dead  to  the  law,  more  particularly  as  it  comes 
inder  the  notion  of  death.  And  here,  i.  I  (hall 
hew  the  import  of  this  death.  2.  Some  of  the 
[ualitiesof  it. 

FIRST,  To  jfliew  the  import  of  this  death. 
lie  notion  of  death  may  here  help  us  to  the  right 
nderftanding  of  it:  For,  (i.)  As  in  death  there 
;  no  relation  takes  place  -,  it  diffolves  the  relation 
etwixt  mafter  and  fervant,  hufband  and  wife.  Job 
u  19.  So  here,  the  man  being  dead  to  the  law, 
le  relation  betwixt  him  and  it  is  difTolved,  Rom. 
lL  I,  2,  3,  4.  He  is  now  married  to  Chrift,  dir 
orced  from  the  Jaw.    While  the  man  is  alive  to 
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the  law,  the  relation  ftands.  Sec  Gal.  v.  3.     (2.)  In 
death  there  is  no  care  or  thoughtfulnefs,  EccL  ix.  10. 
There  is  no  worky  nor  device^  nor  knowledge^  nor  wif- 
dom  in  the  grave ^  whither  thou  goeft ;    intimating  to 
us,  that  in  death  there  is  no  care  nor  thoughtful- 
nefs,  nor  concern  about  doing  any  thing;  fo  the 
xnan  that  is  dead  to  the  law,  hath  no  more  care, 
nor  concern  about  the  works  of  the  law  in  point  of 
JUSTIFICATION,  than  a  dead  corps  about  the 
work  in  which  it  was  occupied  while  living.   While 
the  man  is  alive  to  the  law,  all  his  care  and  concern 
is  about  the  works  of  the  law,  Do^  and  live.  (3.)  In 
death  there  .is  no  hope.     The  land  of  the  living  is 
the  land  of  hope,  EccL  ix.  4.     Even  fo  the  man  that 
is  dead  to  the  law,  hath  no  hope  nor  expcdatioa 
from  the  law,  or  from  his  obedience  thereto.     The 
man  that  is  alive  to  the  law  hath  hope,  that  God 
will  pardon  him,  and  pity  him.     Why  ?    Becaufe 
he  does  fo  and  fo ;  he  is  a  good  neighbour,  he  wrong! 
nobody,  he  is  jufl  in  his  dealings,  and  careful  inhk 
duties,  and  touching  the  law,  he  is  blamelefs ;  he  ' 
hath  a  good  heart  towards  God,  and  he  hath  a  good 
life  too  J  and  therefore  he  hopes  to  be  juftified  and 
faved  of  God,  forChrift's  fake.     For  he  hath  Icam-  | 
ed,  it  may  be,  to  make  fo  much  ufe  of  Chrift,  as  j 
to  think  he  cannot  be  faved  without  him;  but  ftill  i 
bis  hope  and  expeftation  is  founded  upon  the  law: 
But  now  the  man  dead  to  the  law,  hath  no  hope 
from  the  law,  nay,  he  dcfpairs  of  falvation  by  the 
deeds  of  the  law,  as  he  fees  he  cannot  do  any  thing 
without  grace  and  ftrength  from  above;  fo  even 
when  he  does  any  thing  by  the  help  of  grace,  he 
fees  it  fo  lame  and  imperfcdt,  that  God  cannot  jufti- 
fy  or  fave  him  to  the  honour  and  credit  of  his  jus- 
tice, unlefs  he  hath  a  perfedl  righteoufnefs.     He 
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hath  no  hope  by  the  law.     (4.)  In  death  there  is 
no  toily  no  turbulent  paffion  nor  afiedion :  Natural 
death  puts  an  end  to  natural  affedlions,  which  take 
place  in  man's  life-time,  fuch  as  the  weary  purfuit 
of  what  we  love,  and  the  wearifom  flight  from 
what  we  hate,  or  fear :    There  is  no  fuch  thing  in 
the  grave,  T^bere  the  weary  are  at  reji^  Job  iii.  17. 
They,  that  are  alive  to  the  law,  and  find  the  life  of 
tbeir  bands ^  they  weary  themf elves  in  the  greatnefs 
of  their  way^  as  it  is  cxpreffed,  Ifai.  Ivii.  10.     Many 
a  weary  night  and  day  they  may  have  in  purfuing 
after  their  lovers,  in  eftablifhing  their  darling  felf- 
righteoufnefs.      The  law  gives  them  a  wearifom 
tafk,  to  make  brick  without  affording  draw  \  and 
loads  them  with  heavy  burdens  of  curfes,  in  cafe 
the  tafk  be  not  performed.     But  when  a  man  is 
dead  to  the  law,  then  the  weary  is  at  reft.     Chrift 
is  the  reft.  Come  to  me^  all  ye  that  are  weary  and 
heavy  laden,  and  1  will  give  you  reft :  Then  the  man 
gets  reft  to  his  confcience,  in  the  blood  and  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Chril^  the  end  of  the  law  j  reft  to  his 
paffions  and  affedtions ;  he  refts  from  his  fears,  legal 
fears  of  hell,  and  wrath  threatened  in  the  law.   The 
believer  indeed  may  be  filled  with  them,  but  fo  far 
as  he  is  dead  to  the  law,  fo  far  is  he  at  reft  from 
thefe  legal  Havifh  fears.     He  refts  from  his  love  and 
delight ;  the  law  affords  its  votaries  much  pleafure, 
fometimes  in   the  performance  of  their  duty  in  a 
legal  way;  but  now  the  believer  takes  no  delight 
in  that  way  of  juftification ;  he  is  out  of  conceit  with 
himfelf,  and  his  duties,  becaufe  they  are  vile;  yea, 
tho'  they  were  not  fo  vile  as  they  are,  but  perfedt, 
yet  be  is  out  of  conceit  with  that  way  of  life,  and 
beholding  the  glory  of  the  new  covenant  and  way 
of  fiilvation,  joins  iifue  with  fob^  Chap.  ix.  15,  2t. 
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In  a  word,  he  refls  from  all  his  legal  griefs  and  iox^ 
rows,  becaufe  he  refts  from  all  his  legal  labours.  As 
it  is  faid  of  the  dead  in  Chrifl,  in  another  /enfei 
Rev.  xiv.  13.  Blejfed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  theLord^ 
they  reft  from  their  labours^  and  their  works  folhw 
them ;  fo  I  may  fay  in  this  cafe,  blefTed  are  the  dead 
that  are  dead  to  the  law,  they  reft  from  their  la- 
bours, their  toilfom,  troublefom,  wearifom,  legal 
works,  and  yet  their  works  do  follow  them  :  They 
are  now  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works. 
But,  (5.)  In  death  there  is  no  fenfe  :  A  dead  man 
does  not  fee,  nor  hear,  nor  t^fte,  nor  feel,  nor  fmeU^ 
nor  exert  any  natural  fenfe ;  fo  they  that  are  dead 
to  the  law,  fo  far  as  they  are  dead  to  it,  they  do  not 
now  fee  the  lightnings  of  Sinai  all  in  a  flame,  as 
formerly  they  did  5  they  do  not  hear  the  thunders 
thereof;  they  do  not  fme/I  the  fulphure  of  the 
burning  mountain ;  they  do  not  feel  the  terror  of 
vindidlive  vengeance,  the  tern  pert  that  furrounded 
the  mount;  they  do  not  tajie  the  gall,  the  bitternefs 
of  the  wrath  threatned  in  the  law ;  the  bitternefs  of 
death  is  oyer  with  them,  fo  far  as  they  fee  that  Chrift 
drank  the  gall  for  them  ;  yea,  fo  far  as  they  arc 
dead  to  the  law,  they  are  dead  to  all  Sinai  wrath  : 
For,  Hei.  xii.  18.  They  are  not  come  to  the  mouni 
that  might  be  touched ^  and  that  burned  ivithftre^  no^ 
unto  blacknefs  and  darknefs^  and  tempeft^  and  thejimnd 
of  a  trumpet,  but  they  are  come  unto  mount  Sion^iic. 
But  what  ?  Have  the  godly  no  fenfe  of  law- wrath  Y 
Yea,  fo  far  as  they  are  legal,  and  under  the  law 
(for  they  are  never  wholly  freed  from  a  legal  tem- 
per while  here)  the  dead  ghoft  of  the  law  may  rife 
up  and  fright  them ;  but  fo  far  as  they  are  dead  t<k^ 
the  law,  it  is  not  law-wrath,  but  fatherly-wrath  that 
aifeds  them.    Indeed  through  unbelief  they  may 
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fear  htSl^  but  they  cannot  do  {o  by  faith,  feeing 
there  is  no  foundation  for  either  that  faith  or  fear» 
in,  the  bible,  that  a  believer  (hall  be  cail  into  hell» 
iince  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them,  &r.  (6.) 
In  death  there  is  no  motion  j  vital  motion  ceafes 
when  death  takes  place :  Thus  far  as  a  man  is  dead 
to  the  law,  fo  far  the  motions  of  fin  are  killed ;  for 
themotbns  of  fin  are  by  the  law  5  Ibm.  vii.  5.  By 
the  law  occafionally  and  accidentally  men  running 
the  more  into  fin,  by  how  much  the  more  they 
are  jforbidden  to  commit  fin.  Hence  Mifculus  com- 
pares the  law,  in  this  refpe£t,  to  a  chaft  matron  in 
a  hrothel^houfe,  which  by  her  good  advice  does 
prove  an  occafion  to  fome  impudent  whores  to  be 
more  bold,  and  impudent  in  their'  impiety.  Sin 
taking  occafion  by  the  iawy  or  commandment^  fays  the 
apoftle,  wrought  in  me  all  manner  of  concuptfcence. 
But  now,  fo  far  as  a  man  is  dead  to  the  law,  fo  far 
are  the  motions  of  fin  killed,  and  the  foul  quickned 
to  live  unto  Gfod.    Of  which  more  afterwards. 

zdfy^  To  fhew  fome  of  the  qualities  of  this  death 
to  the  law.  i .  It  is  an  univerjal  death.  I  do  not 
mean  that  it  is  common  to  all  the  children  of  men. 
Tho'  it  be  a  common  death  to  the  children  of  God, 
and  to  every  one  of  them ;  yet  it  is  a  rare  death 
among  the  children  of  men.  The  whole  world 
lies  in  wickednefs,  and  are  dead  in  fins  and  tref- 
pafiS;s  s  but  few  are  dead  in  this  fenfe.  But  what  I 
mean  by  its  being  univerfal,  is,  that  the  man  that 
18  dead  to  the  law  in  point  of  juftification,  is 
dead  to  every  part  of  the  law  in  its  old  covenant* 
iR)rm,  to  the  precept  of  iV,  and  to  the  penalty  of  /V, 
ib  as  he  is  not  to  be  juftified  by  the  one,  nor  con- 
demned by  the  other.    He  is  dead  to  every  legal 
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form  of  the  law ;  his  gofpel  obedience  thereto,  is 
no  part  of  his  righteoufnefs  for  juftification  before 
God.  If  he  fhould  endeavour  to  make  his  gofpel 
obedience  to  the  law  as  a  rule  of  life  in  the  hand  of 
a  mediator,  any  part  of  his  righteoufnefs  for  juftifi- 
cation, he  fo  far  turns  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  the 
duties  required  therein,  into  a  covenant  of  works, 
and  fo  he  feeks  to  live  to  that,  to  which  he  is,  and 
fhould  be  dead.  It  is  true,  the  form  of  the  law  in 
the  gofpel-covenant  does  not  require  obedience  for 
juftification  5  but  yet  this  corrupt  nature  is  prone  to 
turn  to  the  old  biafs,  and  abufe  the  proper  form  ojf 
it,  by  turning  the  rule  of  obedience  into  a  rule  of 
acceptance.  If.  a  man  make  faith  itfelf,  or  any  ad 
or  fruit  of  it,  the  matter  of  his  juftification,  he 
turns  it  to  a  covenant  of  works :  The  believer  is  dead 
to  faith  itfelf  in  this  refpedt ;  yea,  faith  renounces 
itfelf,  and  all  things  elfe,  but  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  for  juftification.  In  this  fenfe,  he  is  dead 
to  repentance,  love,  and  other  graces ;  he  is  dead 
to  every  obedience  to  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of 
works;  to  hiis  natural  legal  obedience  before  hilB 
converfion,  and  to  his  fpiritual  gofpel  obedience 
after  converfion :  which  though  it  be  a  righteouf- 
nefs that  God  works,  and  is  the  author  of;  yet,  be- 
caufe  it  is  the  believer  that  is  the  fubjed:,  and  made 
the  adlor  thereof,  it  is  called  his  own  righteoufnefs, 
or  conformity  to  the  law :  All  which  he  rcnounceth 
in  the  matter  of  juftification,  defiring  to  be  found  in 
Chrijl^  not  having  his  own  righteoufnefs^  that  is  offer 
the  Id'U),  but  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  byfmtbj 
Phil.  iii.  9.  Sofhat  I  fay,  it  is  an  univerfal  death. 
2.  It  is  a  lingering  death.  It  is  not  eafy  to  get  the 
law  killed,  Something  of  a  legal  difpofition  remains 
even  in  the  believer  while  he  is  in  this  world :  Many 
I  a  ftrokc 
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a  (Iroke  does  felf  and  felf-righteoufnefs  get,  but  ftill 
it  revives  again.     If  he  were  wholly  dead  to  the 
law,  he  would  be  wholly  dead  to  fin ;    but  fo  far 
as  the  law  lives,  fin  lives.     They  that  think  they 
know  the  gofpcl  well  enough,  bewray  their  igno- 
rance ;  no  man  can  be  too  evangelical,  it  will  take 
all  his  life-time  to  get  a  legal  temper  deftroyed.  Tho' 
the  believer  be  delivered  wholly  from  the  law,  in 
its  commanding  and  condemning  power  and  au- 
thority, or  in  its  rightful  power  that  it  hath  over 
all  that  are  under  it ;  yet  he  is  not  delivered  wholly 
from  its  ufurped  power  and  authority,  which  takes 
place  many  times  upon  him,  while  here,  through 
remaining  unbelief.     3.  It  is  a  painful  dc2Lth  ;   it  is 
like  the  cutting  off  the  right-hand,  and  plucking 
out  the  right-eye :  No  will  hath  the  man  to  part 
with  the  law.     It  is  as  natural  for  him  to  expedt 
God's  favour  upon  his  dowg  fo  and  fo,  and  to  ex- 
fcSt  life  and  falvation  by  his  own  obedience,  or  do- 
ing as  well  as  he  can,   as  it  is  natural  for  him  to 
draw  his  breath.     If  we  do  our  bejly  God  ivill  ac^ 
^epi  of  usy '  is  the  natural  language  of  every  one, 
who  is  wedded  to  the  do  and  live  of  the  firft  cove- 
nant.    And  O  what  a  pain  is  it  to  be  brought  off 
from  that  way !     To  die  to  the  law  is  moft  unna- 
tural, ftrange  dodlrihe ;  and  legal  pangs,  and  pains 
of  convidtion  and  humiliation  muft  be  born,  be- 
fore a  right  thought  about  dying  to  the  law  can  be 
brought  forth.     4.  It  is  zpleafant  death  ;  it  is  pain^ 
Jill  M  firft,  but  pleafant  at  laft:  O  how  pleamnt  is 
it  to  fee  felf  abafed,  and  grace  exalted,  felf-righ- 
tcoufnefs   cried    down,    and   Chrift's   righteoufnefs 
cried  up  in  the  foul !     Wifdom's  ways  are  pleafant- 
ncfs,  and  this  way  particularly,  wherein  no  flcfti 
does  glory  in  his  prefence  j  but  he  that  glorieth, 
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glorieth  onlv  in  the  Lord  j  he  rcjoiceth-  in  Chrift 
JeAis^  and  nath  no  confidence  in  the  flefli ;  he  does 
joy  in  God  through  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  he  re- 
ceives the  atonement,  and  grace  reigning  tbrough 
rightcoufncfs,  to  eternal  life  by  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord,  Rom.  v.  11,  21.  This  des^th  i$  a  pleaiant 
parting,  when  the  man  is  brought  to  a  parting  with 
all  his  own  rags  for  a  glorious  robe.  5.  It  is  an  i^ 
nourable  death.  To  oe  dead  to  the  law,  is  a  death 
that  brings  honour  to  God,  to  Chrift,  to  the  kwj 
and  to  the  believer.  It  brings  honour  to  God's  Ao- 
Unefs^  which  is  now  fatisfied  by  Chrift*s  doing ;  and 
honour  to  God's  juftice^  which  is  now  fatisfied  by 
Chrift's  dying.  It  brings  honour  to  Chrift.;  for 
now  the  man  values  (he  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  as 
being  indeed  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  a  fiilK 
fufficient,  perfeft  righteoufnefs.  It  brings  honour 
to  the  law,  vvhen,  inftead  of  our  imperfcdl  obedir 
ence,  we  bring  \o  it  an  obedience  better  than  men 
or  angels  in  their  beft  eftate  could  give  it,  even  the 
lawgiver's  obedience.;  which  indeed  doth  magnify 
the  law,  and  make  it  honourable.  It  brings  hor 
nour  alfo  to  the  believer  himfelf  ;  he  is  honoured 
and  beautified  with  a  law-biding  righteoufnefs^ 
truly  meritorious,  and  every  way  glorious  ;  this  is 
the  honour  of  all  the  faints.  6.  It  is  a  profitable 
death  ;  it  is  a  happy  death,  and  a  holy  death  ;  pro- 
fitable both  for  happinefs  and  holinefs,  profitable 
both  for  juftification  and  fanftification.  Our  legal 
righteoufnefs  is  unprofitable,  Ifa.  Ivii.  12.  IwiUaf^ 
dare  thy  rigbtecufnefs  and  thy  U'oris,  for  tbeyjkallml 
profit  thee.  It  is  unprofitable  for  juftification  ;  for 
by  the  deeds  of  the  law  no  flcfli  living  can  be  jufti- 
ficd :  It  is .  unprofitable  for  fanftification  >  for  hij 
filthy  rags  do  rattier  pollute  him  than  purify  him. 

But 


Lauhdeatb^  GoJ^UUfe.  137 

But  die  righteoufDe&  of  Chrift  is  orofitable  every 
way;  they  are  happy  that  have  it,  for  they  are  juf- 
tificd  from  all  things^  from  which  they  could  not 
be  juftififid  by  the  law  of  Mojes:  They  are  holy 
that  have  it,  ajs  will  appear  in  the  feauel  of  our  dif- 
courCe.  Being  dead  to  the  law,  is  tne  way  to  live 
unto  pod. 

Ftmrtb  thing  here  propofed,  is  the  means  of  this 
death,  Itbrwgb  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law:  The 
mean  of  deam  to  the  law,  is  the  law.  Slueftitm^ 
How  can  this  be,  feeing  the  law  is  the  caufe  of 
no  good  thing  in  us,  and  is  the  miniflxation  of  death 
and  condemnation  ?  2  Cor.  iii.  7,  8,  9,  I  anfwer^ 
diough  the  law  is  not  the  caufe  of  this  death  to  the 
law,  and  fo  of  death  to  fin ;  yet  it  is  an  occafion 
thereof,  for  it  accufes,  terrifies,  and  condemns  us^ 
and  thereby  occafions  and  iirgeth  us  to  flee  to  Chrift^, 
who  is  the  true  caufe  that  we  die  to  the  law,  and 
to  fin":  As  the  needle  goes  before,  and  draws  the 
thread  which  fews  the  cloth ;  fo  the  needle  of  the 
kw  goes  before,  ^d  makes  way  for  the  grace  of 
die  gofpel,  that  it  may  follow  after,  and  take  place 
m  the  heart.  To  be  dead  to  the  law,  and  mar* 
ried  to  Chrift,  is  all  one  in  fcripture  fenie.  Now 
to  be  dead  to  the  law  by  the  law,  is,  by  means 
pf  the  law,  to  be  led  to  Chrift  for  juftification  by 
faith  in  him,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law,  GaL 
jii.  24.  ^e  law  was  our  fcboolmafter  to  lead  us  to 
Chrifi^  that  we  might  be  jujltfied  by  faith;  where 
the  law  may  be  taken  either  for  tl^e  ceremonial  or 
moral  law.  If  we  take  it  for  the  ceremonial  law, 
then  it  is  true  that  the  ceremonial  law  pointed  out 
Chrift  to  us  truly :  But  then  the  ceremonial  law 
was  goipel  in  the  fubftance  of  it,  tho'  vailed  over 
Vjfith  types  zpA  (l^adows,  which  were  to  continue 
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till  the  body  was  come.     But  if  we  take  it  fix:  the 
word  law,  then  it  brings  us  to  Chrift  only  occa* 
fionally ;  /or  to  bring  us  to  Chrift,  is  no  proper 
work  of  the  law,  only  it  is  the  occafion  thereof, 
infootuch  as  it  drives  us  from  itfelf,  and  makes  us ' 
to  fee  that  by  it  there  is  no  hope  of  life  \  fo  it  curfies 
all  finners,  and  gives  hope  of  life  to  none :  It  is  the 
gofpel  only  that  (hews  us  the  falvation  to  be  had  in 
Chrift.     Now  the  law,  by  the  feverity  of  it,  is  an 
cccafion  to  us  of  feeking  life,  where  it  is  to  be 
found ;  like  a  child  knowing  the  tendernefs  of  hit 
father's  love,   and  finding  his  fchoolmafter  to  bo 
very  fevcre  and   (harp,  runs  from  the  feverity  of 
the  mafter,  to  hide  himfelf  under  his  father's  wings } 
yet  not  his  mafter 's  teaching,   but  his  feverity  \% 
the  occa(ion  of  it ;  even  fo  it  is  through  the  law  and 
its  feverity,  that  the  believer  is  dead  to  the  law  :    It 
is  then  by  a  law-work,  in  fome  meafure,  a  work 
of  legal   convidion  and  humiliation,    that  a  man 
comes  to  be  dead  to  the  law. 

Here  I'll  name  to  you  a  few  pieces  of  law- work,, 
which  are  the  occaiion  of  the  man's  being  dead  tQ 
the  law,  when  the  fpirit  of  God  makes  ufe  of  the 
law  for  that  end.     i.  Through  the  law  a  man  gets 
the  conviftion  of  the  holinefs  of  God,  and  of  the 
holinefs,  fpirituality  and  extent  of  the  law  itfelf; 
the  fpirit  of  God  inlightens  the  mind,  to  fee  the 
conformity  of  the  command  unto  the  will  of  God, 
and  to  the  holy  nature  of  God  :    This  is  called  the 
coming  of  the  commandment,  ItDm.  vii.  9.  For  I 
was  alive  without  the  law  once.     I  thought  I  was 
holy  enough ;    I  found  the  life  of  my  hand,  while 
I  was,  touching  the  law,  blamelcfs ;  but  when  the 
commandment  came^  Jin  revived^  and  I  died.     When 
I  faw  the  holinefs  and  fpirituality  of  God's   law, 
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fin  revived^  and  I  died ;    I  faw  that  I  was  a  (inner 
indeed,  and  I  died  to  the  law^  and  to  all  conceit  of 
my  own  works,  and  obedience  to  the  law.     This 
conviftion  makes  a  man  have  a  do£trinal  approba- 
tk>n  of  the  law  as  holy,  juft  and  good,  holy  in  its 
precepts,  juf):  in  its  threatnings,  and  good  in  its  pro* 
mifes;    I  confent  to  the  law,  that  it  is  good.    By 
this  coDviftion,  a  man  fees  not  only  the  holinefs 
and  fpirituality,  but  the  extent  of  the  law  :  thy  comr 
mandment  is  exceeding  broad,  it  is  extended  to  all 
my  thoughts,  words  and  actions  -,   to  all  my  affec* 
tbns,    defigns,    deiires,   and  inclinations.      Now, 
when  a  man  fees  this,  it  kills  his  confidence,  an4 
makes  him  fee  he  hath  no  righteoufnefs  conform- 
able to  the  law.     2.  Through  the  law,  the  man 
gets  the  conviilion  of  fin.     By  the  law  is  the  know-^ 
ledge  of  fin,  Rom.  iii.  20.     Convidlion  of  fin  is  the 
coafcience  of  our  tranfgrefling  of  this  holy  law. 
This  convidion  makes  a  man  fee  fin  in  its  nature^ 
that  it  is  the  tranfgrefiion  of  the  law,   i  John  iii.  4* 
and  fo  a  contrariety  to  the  holy  nature  and  will  of 
God.     This  conviction  makeb  a  man  fee  the  kinds 
rf  fin.     It  may  be  the  fpirit  of  God  begins  with 
fome  adlual,  grievous  fin.     jiBual  fin  is  the  fwerv- 
ing  of  our  aftions,  either  in  thought,  word  or  deed^ 
from  the  law  of  God,  cither  by  omiflion  or  com- 
mifiion.     From  thence  the  conviction  goes  to  ori-* 
final  fin,    letting  the  man  fee,   that  not  only  is 
his  nature  deftitute  of  all  righteoufnefs,  and  confor-p 
mity  to  the  law,   bat   that  it  is  wholly  corrupt, 
that  he  is  jufi:  a  hell  of  fin  and  enmity  againft  God; 
and  from  thence  the  fpirit  of  God  by  the  law  con- 
vinces the  man  of  the  originating  fin,  even  of  Adams 
fin,  and  fays  to  him,    as  it  is,    Ifai.  xliii.  27.     2l&y 
frji  father  hath  fmned^    and  thou  in  him.    This 
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conviifHon  makes  the  man  fee  alfo  the  aggrava^ 
tions  of  fin^  how  much  light,  and  how  many 
mercies  he  hath  finned  again  ft;  and  alfo  xht  power 
and  dominion  of  fin,  what  a  flave  he  is  thereto, 
and  that  the  law  is  fo  far  from  freeing  him  there* 
from,  that  it  but  exafperates  corruption,  and  fo  is 
the  ftrength  of  fin.  Now,  when  the  man  comes 
thus  to  (ee  fin  in  its  nature,  kinds,  aggravations, 
and  dominion,  what  can  more  tend  to  kill  his  con- 
ceit of  righteoufnefs  by  the  law  ?  3.  Through  the 
law  the  man  gets  conviAion  of  guilt  as  well  as  fin, 
that  he  is  bound  over  to  puniHiment  according  to 
the  law;  for  guilt  is  properly  an  obligation  to  pu- 
nishment. As  by  the  precept  of  the  law,  the  man 
comes  to  get  the  knowledge  of  the  intrinfical  evU 
of  fin  in  its  nature ;  fo  by  the  penalty  of  the  law, 
he  comes  to  get  the  knowledge  of  the  confequential 
evil  of  fin,  as  binding  him  over  to  hell,  death  and 
damnation ;  that  the  curfe  of  God,  the  wrath  of 
God,  the  vengeance  of  God  is  the  retinue  and  train 
of  attendants  that  accompany  fin ;  and  fo  the  man 
is  put  in  fear  of  hell  and  damnation.  It  may  be, 
when  he  goes  to  bed,  he  fears  he  (hall  never  rife 
again :  when  he  goes  out,  he  thinks  he  (hall  never 
come  in  again ;  he  is  afraid  his  meat  choak  him,  or 
the  houfc  fall  above  his  head,  or  the  earth  open 
and  fwallow  him  up :  Senfe  of  wrath  haunts  him 
like  a  ghoft ;  the  man  is  put  in  prifon  and  con* 
eluded  under  fin.  Gal.  ili.  22.  Sin  is  the  prifon, 
the  finner  is  the  prifoner,  God  is  the  judge,  and  the 
curfe  of  the  law  is  the  bond  by  which  the  prifoner 
is  tied  neck  and  heel ;  and  from  this  prifon  thers 
is  no  efcape,  without  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift, 
who  can  command  this  prifoner  to  come  forth. 
The  law  cannot  do  it,  it  is  weak  through  the  fic(h\ 

man 
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man  cannot  do  It,  he  is  by  nature  without  ftrength : 
Only  he  whom  God  hath  given  to  be  a  covenant 
to  the  people,  I/a.  xlix.  9.  can  fay  to  the  prifoner. 
Go  forth.    Now,  when  the  man  is  thus  convinced 
of  guilt  and  wrath  by  the  law,  this  hath  a  tendency 
to  make  him  dead  to  the  law,  and  to  kill  his  con* 
fidence  in  any  legal  righteoufnefs  of  his  own.     O  is 
there  any  poor  prifoner.here,  that  finds  himfelf  (hut 
up  in  prifon,  under  the  power  of  fin,  and  under 
the  guilt  of  fin,  and  wrath  of  God  ?     O  let  this 
give  you  fome  comfort  for  the  prefent,  till  God 
toofe  your  bands,  that  this  is  the  way  God  is  tak- 
ing to  make  you  dead  to  the  law,  that  you  may 
live  to  God«     4.  Through  the  law,  a  man  gets  the 
convidion  of  God's  equity  and  righteoufiiefs,  tho* 
he  (hould  punifh,  and  execute  law  vengeance ;  and 
fo  is  made  to  jufiify  God,  tho'  he  (hould  fend  him 
to  hell.     I  do  not  fay  that  the  finner  is  made  con**- 
tcnt  to  be  damned;    no,    that,   in  fome  refpeft, 
were  to  be  content  to  be  an  enemy  to  God,  and 
to  fin  againft  him  forever;    for  the  ftate  of  the 
damned  includes  everlafling  enmity  and  fin,  and  (b 
it  can  never  be  the  thing  he  is  made  concent  with  ; 
but  the  man  is  brought  to  a  convidion  of  God's 
equity  and  righteoufnefs,  tho'  he  (hould  fend  him 
to  hell,  as  an  everlafting  punifhment.     To  jufiify 
God,  iays  an  eminent  divine,  is  to  acknowledge,  oa 
the  one  hand,  that  he  does  no  wrong  to  the  finner 
in  the  execution  of  the  curfe  ;    and  on  the  other 
hand,  that  he  does  no  wrong  to  himfelf,  or  to  his 
own  juftice,  when  he  executes  the  judgment  threat- 
aed  againft  fin,  but  that  he  does  that  which  is 
r^L     O,  fays  the  finner  in  this  cafe,  God  does 
me  no  wrong,  tho'  he  fhould  deflroy  me ;  and  he 
does  not  wrong  his  own  juftice,  but  is  a  juft  God 
in  fo  doing :    Yea,  I  cannot  fee  how  the  credit  of 
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his  juftice  (hould  be  falved,  and  how  he  ihould  be 
glorifkd  in  his  juftice,  if  he  did  not  execute  judg* 
inent  upon  me,  either  in  myfelf,  or  in  a  furetj  for 
me,  becaufe  I  have  offended  fuch  an  infinitely  glo« 
rious  Being.     Againft  tbee,  thee  onh  have  I  finned^ 
that  thou  mighteji  he  jujiified  when  ti)Ou  jpedkefi^  and 
clear  when  thoujudgeft^  Pfal.  li.  4.     L  God  unrighte^ 
euSy  that  takes  vengeance  ?  God  forbid.  Rom.  iii.  5, 6, 
The  offence  done  againfl  thegreatefl  of  Beings,  de- 
ferves  the  greatefl  of  punifhments,  even  the  eternal 
defbrudtion  of  the  creature.     It  is  true,  God  de- 
lights not  in  the  death  of  a  finner,  As  I  live^  I  have 
no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  a  firmer^  Ezek.xviii.  that 
is,  as  it  is  a  defbu£Uon  of  the  creature,  though  he  ; 
delights  in  it,  as  it  is  the  execution  of  his  juflice  j 
even  fo  the  finner  convinced  by  the  law,  tho'  he  can- 
not take  pleafure  in  this,  to  think  of  being  deftroy-^ 
cd,  yet  there  is  fome  fecret  kind  of  juftifying  tlwt 
which  God  takes  pleafure  in,  namely,  the  execution 
of  juftice.     O  how  fit  is  it,  that  God's  juftice  bo 
glorified !     And  how  juft  is  God,  in  executing  infi- 
nite judgment  upon  fuch  an  infinite  evil  as  fin  ist 
And  indeed  the  finner  would  not  fee  falvation  to  be 
free,  if  he  did  not  fee  damnation  to  be  juft ;  but  the 
fight  of  this,  in  the  glafs  of  the  law,  and  in  the 
light  of  the  fpirit,  tends  in  a  manner  to  reconcile  the 
man  with  the  device  of  falvation  through  Chrift, 
whofe  bloody  facrifice  gives  juftice  full  fatisfadtion. 
He  is  now  content  that  God's  juftice  be  glorified 
by  a  fatisfa(flion,  more  glorious  than  that  which  the 
damned  in  hell  can  give ;  and  fo  it  tends  to  make 
him  dead  to  the  law,  and  to  all  other  legal  penances 
and  (ham  fatisfaftions,  which  thofe,  who  are  igtio- 
rant  of  God's  equity  and  righteoufnefs,  arc  ready 
foolifhiy  to  invent.     5.  Thro'  the  law  a  man  gets 
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the  convidtion  of  his  own  inexcofablenjsfs,  which  is 
thate^ed  of  a  legal  work  of  the  fpiritj  whereby  the 
fool  is  left  without  excufe  of^  or  defchcc  for  itfelf^ 
/fim.  iii.  19.  Wbatfoever  things  the  law  faiths  itfaitb 
tmbem  that  are  under  it^  that  every  mouth  may  hefiopf^ 
and  ail  the  world  may  become  guilty  before  God.    Now 
the  whole  foul  of  the  man  cries  out,  guilty^  gf^y  i 
his  fig-leaves  of  excufes  are  blown  away ;  his  former 
fhifts  and  cavils  in  defence  of  bimfelf,  do  now  eva^ 
nifh ;  he  hath  not  a  word  to  fpeak  in  favour  of  himfelf. 
What  faid  he  formerly  ?  Why,  it  may  be,  his  heart 
faid,  if  not  his  mouth,  O I  hope  there  will  be  no  fear 
of  me,  Adam\  fin  was  not  mine  \  original  fin  is  what 
I  could  not  help,  it  came  with  me  into  the  world ;  as 
for  my  a£tual  fins,  I  fee  others  guilty  of  greater ;  as 
for  my  omiflion  of  duties  and  commiffion  of  trcf- 
pafles,  I  fee  none  but  have  their  faults;  and  God  is  a 
merciful  God,  and  I  hope  he  will  not  be  fo  unjuft  as 
to  damn  his  own  creatures.  Thefc  and  the  like  fhifts 
and  excufes  formerly  took  place ;    but  now  he  be- 
comes fpeechlefs,  his  mouth  is  ftopt.    They  fee  they 
will  but  deceive  themfelves  by  thele  miferable  fhifts, 
and  that  they  are  guilty,  guilty,  finful  wretches, 
blacker  than  the  very  devil,  and  have  not  a  mouth  to 
,  (MD  for  themfelves;  and  fo  they  die  to  all  conceit  of 
toemfelves^  and  their  own  righteoufnefs.     6.  Thro* 
the  law  the  man  comes  thus  to  get  a  convidlion  of 
his  abfolute  need  of  the  gofpel,  or  of  the  Saviour 
revealed  thereby,  being  convinced  of  his  finful  and 
miferable  flate  by  nature,  and  humbled  under  the 
ferious  confideration  and  view  of  his  fin  and  mifo- 
ry,  fearing  the  wrath  of  God  due  to  him  for  lin, 
beholding  the  equity  of  God,  though  he  {hould  cafl 
him  into   hell;    having  his  mouth  ftopt,  and  dc- 
fpairing  of  getting  out  of  this  condition  by  his  own 

power^ 
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power,  or  the  help  of  any  other  creature.  He  h 
now  convinced  of  the  need  of  the  Saviour :  O  I  pe- 
riih,  I  perifh  for  ever,  unlefs  the  law-giver  provide 
a  righteoufhefs  for  me  that  will  anfwer  the  demands 
of  the  law.  Now  the  foul  is  ready  to  cry  out,  not 
in  Rachel's  fenfe.  Give  me  children,  or  elfe  I  die  i 
but  in  her  phrafe,  O  give  me  Chrift,  or  elfe  I  die} 
give  me  a  furety,  or  eUe  I  die.  Now  he  is  content 
to  be  for  ever  indebted  to  the  righteoufhefs  of  an- 
other ;  and  thus  the  law  is  the  occafion  of  bringing 
a  man  to  Chrift.  And  fo  you  fee  how  it  is,  that 
through  the  law  they  are  dead  to  the  law,  that  they 
may  live  unto  God. 

THIRD   HEAD. 

The  third  thing  is,  to  fpeak  of  the  believer's  life, 
which  is  the  fruit  of  this  death ;  it  is  a  living  unto 
God.  And  now,  in  fpeaking  hereto,  I  ihall^  i.  En- 
quire what  kind  of  life  it  is  ?  2.  What  are  the  fcrip- 
tural  defignations  of  it  ?  3.  What  is  imported  in  its 
being  called  a  living  in  general  ?  4.  What  is  imported 
in  its  being  called  a  living  to  God  in  particular  P 

ijly  What  kind  of  life  is  it?  And,  (i.)  It  is 
not  a  natural  life,  either  in  a  phyfical  or  moral 
ienfe.  Natural  life,  in  a  phyfical  fenfe,  is  that 
which  we  received  from  Adam  by  generation,  and 
is  the  fun£tion  of  natural  faculties,  in  living,  mov«i> 
ings  uiing  of  fenfe  and  reafon ;  that  is,  a  life  com^ 
mon  to  all  men,  who  yet  may  be  dead  :  Neither  is 
it  a  natural  life  in  a  moral  fenfe,  fuch  as  heathens 
may  have.  The  heathens  may  have  common  notions 
of  God,  and  of  good  and  evil,  fo  as  to  render  them 
inexcufable  in  their  unnatural  immoralities,  Rom.  u 
19,  20.  They  have  a  book  of  nature,  both  in- 
ternal, in  the  remainders  of  the  law  in  their  heart, 
£^  as  they  do  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the 

law. 


^  Bom.  ii.  14,  15.  And  e^tternal,  in  God's 
rks  of  creation  and  general  providence  5  The 
vem  declare  the  glory  of  the  Lordj  &c.     Now, 

natural  life  cannot  be  the  living  to  God  her^ 
cen  of,  becaiife  this  natural  life  flows  only  from 
iturai  liate,  which,  is  a  ftate  of  death  :  By  na« 
:.  we  are  dead,  legally  dead  under  condemnation, 
itually  dead  in  fins,  wholly  corrupt  3  and  the  tree 
ig  bad,  the  fruit  muft  be  bad  alfo ;  a  filthy  foun- 

can  bring  forth  nothing  but  filthy  ftreams. 
Is  Natural  life  does  proceed  from  natural  prin- 
ts, and  thefe  are  corrupt;  fuch  as  the  defires  of 
flefh  and  of  the  mind,  the  lufts  of  the  flefh,  the 
of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life-  At  bcft  their 
iral  life  flows  from  felf-love,  or  love  to  its  own 
our,  praifes,  profits  or  pleafures ;  all  nature's 
ks  are  felfifli,  however  heroic  they  may  be. 
is  natural  life  is  direded  by  a  natural  rule,  fuch 
he  light  of  nature  inward,  or  outward,  accom- 
lied  with  the  counfels  and  examples  of  natura- 
;  neither  does  it  ever  come  up  to  that  fame  rule 
nature's  light,  which  therefore  does  condemn 
m  as  guilty.  This  natural  life  hath  only  natural 
igns  and  ends ;  the  natural  man  afts  from  fe/f^s 
principle,  and  to  felfzs  his  end,  afcribing  the 
ryofall  his  adions  thereunto:  Thw% Herod  gave 
God  the  glory  of  his  fine  oration ;  but  took  the 
;fc  to  himfclf ;  but  he  was  immediately  fmitten 
m  angel,  and  eaten  up  of  worms.  This  natu- 
way  of  living  is  in  a  natural  manner,  after  the 
rfe  of  this  world,  according  to  the  prince  of  the 
rer  of  the  air,  Epl\  ii.  2.  which  is  nothing  but 
alking  in  the  lufts  of  the  flefh,  fulfilling  the  de- 

of  the  flcfli  and  of  the  mind :  Yea,  in  this  na- 
1  life,  nothing  ofChrift,  or  of  his  gofpel,  is  ci- 
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ther  in  the  ftate,  praAice,  rule,  end  or  manner  of 
it  5  nay,  they  who  thus  live,  are  without  Chrift^ 
being  aliens  from  the  common- wealth  oflfrael,  and 
ftrangers  to  the  covenant  of  promife;4^aving  no 
hope,  and  without  God,  or  atheifts,  in  the  world, 
EpL  ii.  12.  (2.)  It  is  not  a  legal  life,  either  of 
yewijh  conformity  to  the  ceremonial  law,  or  of 
perfoS:  conformity  to  the  moral  law :  It  is  not  that 
legal  life  of  Jewi/h  conformity  to  the  ceremonial 
law,  or  according  to  the  old  teftament  difpen&tion  i 
for  that  ceremonial  law  is  abrogated  in  Chrift  the 
fubflance  of  all  the  old  fhadows ;  and  fo  that  Jewijh 
life  is  unprofitable  and  vain,  yea  it  is  damnable, 
and  prohibited  under  the  highefl;  penalties.  Col.  iu 
20,  21.  And  therefore,  fays  the  apoftle,  GaL  v. 
2.  If  ye  be  circumctfed,  or  live  according  to  the  ce- 
remonial law,  or  any  other  law  of  works,  fo  as  to 
expedl  juftification  thereby,  Cbnfi  Jkall  profit  you 
nothing.  Neither  is  this  living  to  God  that  perfeft 
life  of  conformity  to  the  moral  law,  according  to 
the  old  covenant  of  works,  which  required  perfeft, 
perfonal,  and  perpetual  obedience,  as  the  condition 
of  life ;  and  threatned  death  upon  the  leafl  £iilure: 
I  fay,  it  is  not  this  life  neither ;  for  man  hath  become 
guilty,  and  forfeited  life,  and  incurred  death  by 
Adam\  firft  tranfgreflion,  'B^m.  v.  18.  By  one  man Jn 
entered  into  the  worlds  and  death  by  Jin  ^  &c.  Thus  we 
are  for  ever  incapable  of  that  life,  which  Adam  was 
capable  of  before  the  fall.  It  is  alfo  impradticable,  be- 
caufe  man  is  by  nature  without  ftrength,  Rom.  v.  6. 
We  have  no  ftrength  to  give  that  obedience  which 
the  covenant  of  works  requires,  becaufe  we  muft  be 
redeemed  from  the  curfe  thereof,  and  reftored  to  the 
righteoufnefs  tliereof,  before  we  can  be  capable  to  do 
what  it  requires.  And  iho*  Adam^s  fin  and  tranlgreffioa 
were  not  imputed  to  us,  as  indeed  it  is,  yetipeing every 
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ildutt  peribh  at  leaft  hath  finned  after  the  fimilitude 
Df  Adams  tranfgref&on>  for  no  man  Hwtb  andjinnetb 
not\  therefore  he  can  never  perform  the  perfedr 
obedience  therein  required^  and  by  the  deeds'of  the 
law  no  flelh  can  be  jufHfied.    Befides^  there  is  no* 
article  of  that  covenant  of  works,  which  provided  foe 
a  remedy  in  cafe  of  a  breach ;  but  all  that  the  co« 
venant  of  works  does,  is,  to  promife  life  to  perfcA 
obedience  in  man's  own  ftrength,  and  threatens 
death  in  cafe  of  &ilure,  and  fo  leaves  the  tranfgniSbtf 
thereof  under  its  curie.    In  a  word,  the  lifeaccord-> 
ing  to  that  covenant,  cannot  be  the  life  here  meant^ 
faecanfe  that  covenant  fpeaks  nothing  of  Chrift,  or 
ofhisgofpel,  by  whom,  and  by  which  only  we 
tain  now  come  to  this  living  unto  God ;  and  becaufe 
this  livbg  unto  God  prefuppofes  a  being  dead  to  die 
law,  or  dead  to  that  covenant,  otherwife  we  can 
never  live  unto  God.     3*  It  is  not  a  pbarifaical  life 
of  external,  legal,  imperfedt  conformity  to  the  law, 
whereby  we  endeavour  to  eftabliiha  righteoufnefs  of 
our  own^  as  the  Jews^  Rom.  ix.  3 1,  32.  and  Rom.  x.  3* 
Many  reckon  an  outward  moral  converfation  to  be 
diis  living  unto  God,  whether  in  performing  the 
natural  duties  of  civility  and  moral  honefly,  or  in 
an  external  performance  of  religious  duties,  fuch  as 
prayer,  praife,  reading  and  hearing,  waiting  upon 
divine  worfhip.     The  church  of  Laodicea  was  felf- 
conceited ;  they  thought  they  were  rich  and  in- 
aeaied'with  goods:  But  behold  the  teftimony  that 
Chrift  gave  them,  that  they  were  neither  cold  nor 
hot,  fuch  as  God  would  fpue  out  of  his  mouth  ; 
yea,  that  they^were  wretched,  miferable,  blind  and 
naked:    That  is  all  the   teftimony  that  he  gave 
them,  who  looked  upon  themfelves  as  rich  in  legaY 
ri|hteou(hefs  and  good  works.      This  pbarifaical 
life  may  be  accompanied  with  a  glorious  i^xoie5^otk\ 
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they  may  profefs  foundnefs  in  the  faiths  and  diC^ 
own  all  thefe  legal  and  unfound  principles,  which 
others  may  have  as  their  dated  opinion ;  they  may 
profefs,  that  righteoufnefs  and  juftification  is  not  by 
the  works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  faith  of  Chrift,  or  i 
by  the  works  of  Chrifl;  received  by  faith  alone  >  1 
they  may  have  a  found  head,  but  no  found  heart,  '' 
nor  a  good  confcience,  nor  faith  unfeigned ;  for  the 
end  of  the  commandment  is  love  preceeding  from 
thefe,  1  7rx».  i.  5.  Perfons  may  be  like  the  toad, 
that  hath  a  precious  ftone  in  his  head,  but  his  belly 
is  full  of  poifon  >  they  may  have  a  head  full  of 
knowledge,  and  a  heart  full  of  enmity;  a  filthy 
mud- wall  may  be  garnifhed  with  fine  tapefby ;  a 
rotten  fepulchre  may  be  whitened  :  Tncy  may 
have  much  of  the  matter  and  external  form  of  god-- 
linefs,  and  yet  want  the  power  and  internal  form 
thereof;  a  name  to  live,  and  be  dead.  Yea,  this 
pharifaical  life  may  be  accompanied  with  many  ex- 
cellent gifts  and  common  graces,  and  high  attain- 
ments (as  well  as  all  vifible  church-privileges)  as  we 
find  fome  apoftates  may  have,  Hsb.  vi.  4,  5,  6. 
Their  under/landing  may  be  fo  far  enlightened  that 
they  may  attain  to  great  dilcovcries  of  Chrift,  Ba-^ 
laam  was  called  a  man  whofe  eyes  were  opened,  and 
that  faw  the  vifions  of  the  Almighty,  Numb.  xxiv. 
Their  wills  may  be  fo  far  renewed,  as  to  have  a 
great  many  good  purpofes,  like  thefe  who  refolved 
to  fcrve  the  Lord  with  all  their  heart,  Deut.  v. 
2.7,  29.  Jojh.  xxiv.  18,  21.  They  may  bealmofl 
>perfuaded  to  be  Chridians  ;  their  affections  may  be 
greatly  raifed  and  enlarged ;  they  may  be  raifed  to 
lome  forrow  for  fin,  like  Judas^  and  like  Efau^ 
who  fought  the  blefiing  with  tears  ;  to  fome  joy^ 
like  the  ftony-ground  hearers,    who  received  the 
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word  with  joy  and  pleafure,  yet  had  no  root ;  to 
fome  delight,  like  the  Twi,  of  whom  it  is  faid, 
Ifai.  Iviii.  2.  T^bat  they  fought  him  daify^  and  ddfght^ 
ed  to  know  bis  ways  i  yea,  to  fome  fear  and  reverence, 
like  thefe  enemies  that  are  faid  to  fubmit  themfclves, 
Pfah  IxvL  3.  and  even  to  fome  extraordinary  rap- 
ture, like  thefe  who  are  faid  to  tafle  of  the  heavenly 
gift^  and  to  be  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghojl ;  hereupon 
their  life  and  converfation  may  be  changed  in  part. 
Thus  many,  through  the  knowledge  of  God,  and 
of  Chrift,  have  efcaped  the  pollutions  of  the  world, 
2  Pet.  ii.  20,  21, 22.  The  common  gifts  and  graces 
of  the  Spirit  may  warm,  fmooth,  and  wafh  their 
outward  converfation ;  all  this  will  not  amount  to 
this  living  unto  God  in   the  text*     What  kind  of 
life  then  is  this  ?  I  anfwer^  4.  It  is  a  fpiritual  life, 
being  the  a£tion»  motion,  and  gracious  faving  ope* 
radon  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  us,  and  caufing  us  to 
walk  in  his  ftatutes,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27.     It  is  the  life 
of  a  (piritual  man.    It  is  impoflible  for  one  to  have 
a  godly  life,  whatever  to  the  world  he  may  feem  to 
have,  till  he  be  a  godly  perfon,  or '  in   a  fpiritual 
ftatc.     A  man  muft  have  a  ftate  of  union  to  Chrift 
by  the  faith  of  God's  operation,  fo  as,  being  mar- 
ned  with  this  hufband,  he  may  bring  forth  fruit  un- 
to God.     The  branch  of  the  old  Adam  cannot  bear 
good  fruit ;  it   is  only  the  true  branch,  planted  in 
Qirift  by  the  Spirit  of  faith,  that  bears  good  fruit, 
John  XV.  4,  5.     A  man  muft  be  in  a  ftate  of  re- 
conciliation with  God,  juftified,  pardoned,  and  in- 
demnified, before  God  accept  of  any  fervice  off  his 
hand  j  for  two  cannot  walk  together,  or  live  toge- 
ther, unlefs  they  be  agreed-     God  accepts  noadlion 
from  an  enemy,  but  his  returning  to  him  by  faith  ia 
Chrift^  and   then    begins    all  perfonal  acceptance. 
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Mien  muft  be  in  a  ftateof  adoption ».  before  it  is  pofr 
fible  lliat  they  can  be  followers  of  God,  as  dear  diiU 
dren;  in  a  ftate  of  renovation,  renewed  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft  in  the  fpirit  of  our  mind.  The  godly 
inan,  who  is  in  cafe  for  a  godly  life,  is  juft  a  new 
creation,  even  the  workmanfhip  of  God,  created  iq 
Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works,  which  God  before 
ordained  that  he  (hould  walk  in  them.  If  the  heart 
be  not  right  with  God,  a  man  cannot  have  9,  right 
life,  or  live  ui^to  God. 

But  I  (hall  go  on  to  inquire,  idly^  Into  tl^e  fcrip? 
tufal  defignations  of  this  life.  To  give  all  the 
names  that  it  comes  under  in  fcripture,  were  too 
large  a  tafk :  I  (hall  only  (ingle  out  fome  of  the 
moft  notable  names  it  gets  in  fcripture.  It  is  (bme« 
times  de(igned  from  God,  fon^etimes  froqd  Chrift^ 
fometimes  from  the  Spirit,  and  fometimes  from 
thefe  names  that  import  the  other  fpecial  qualities 
and  properties  of  it.  i.  Sometimes  defigned  from 
Ood,  and  it  is  called  the  life  of  God,  Epb.  iv.  18. 
from  which  all  natural  men  are  alienated  :  This  1$ 
a  wonderful  name  that  it  gets,  the  life  of  God* 
Who  can  tell  what  this  life  of  God  is  ?  God  lives 
in  himfelf,  and  the  believer  lives  in  God;  his  life  is 
hid  with  Chrift  in  God,  Col.  iii.  3.  The  beflt  we  cai) 
^y  of  it,  is,  that  it  begins  in  grace,  and  ends  in 
glory,  and  is  wholly  of  God,  and  in  him.  2.  Some? 
times  it  is  deigned  froiT>  Chrift,  and  fo  it  is  called 
a  living  by  faith  on  the  Son  of  God,  Gal  ii.  20. 
immediately  fqllpwing  our  text  j  where,  when  the 
apoftle  would  explain  what  he  underftands  by  his 
being  dead  to  the  faw^  he  fays,  /  am  crucified  with, 
Cbnft  i  and  when  he  would  explain  what  he  under- 
ftands by  his  living  unto  God^  he  fays,  Nevertbelejk- 
I  liycy  yet  not  /^  but  Cbrij^  liyetb  in  me.    Chnti 
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(might  he  fay)  is  xhtjUpba  and  Omega  of  my  life,  the 
beginning  and  the  end  of  it ;  the  author  and  finifher 
of  it  I    Chrift  is  the  principle   of  my  life,    from 
whom  I   live;  Chrift  is  the  end  of  my  life,  to 
whom  I  live ;  Chrift  is  the  pattern  of  my  life,  ac- 
cording to  whofe  example  I  live  s  Chrift  is  the  giver 
of  my  life,  the  maintainer  of  my  life,  the  reftorer 
of  my  life ;  after  decays,  he  reftores  my  foul,  and 
makes  me  to  walk  in  the  paths  of  righteoufhefs  for 
his  name's  fake.    Chrift  is  the  food  of  my  life ;  I 
(hould  die,  if  he  did  not  feed  me  with  his  flefh 
and  blood,  which  is  living  bread  and  water  to  me ; 
Chrift  is  the  medicine  of  my  life ;  it  is  by  reneweid 
touches  of  the  hem  of  his  garment,  and  renewed 
applications  to  him,  that  my  foul  is  healed ;  for 
there  is  healing   under   the  wings  of  this  fun  of 
righteoufnefs.     Chrift  is  the  All  of  my  life ;  for  to 
n>e  to  live  is  Chrift ;  he  is  my  light,  my  ftrength, 
my  righteoufnefs :  It  is  the  glory  of  the  believer,  to 
acknowledge  Chrift  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega^  and 
the  jiLL  of  his  fpiritual  life.     3.  Sometimes  it  is 
defigned  from  the  Spirit,  and  fo  it  is  called  a  living 
in  the  Spirit,  GaL  v.  25.  If  we  live  in  the  Spirit^ 
let  us  aljb  walk  in  the  Spirit.    It  is  a  living  in  the 
light*  and  leading  of  the  Spirit;  Ihf  Spirit  is  good^ 
lead  me  to  the  land  of  uprightnefs.     It  is  a  living  in 
the  graces  and  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  which  are  de- 
fcribed.  Gal.  v.  22.  and  a  bringing  forth  thefe  fruits 
of  the  Spirit.     It  is  a  living  in  the  ftrength  and 
power  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  therefore  called  a  law. 
The  law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  in  Cbrijl  Jefus  hath 
made  me  free  from  the  law  of  fm  and  death.    The 
power  of  the  Spirit  hath  iht  force  of  a  law  within 
the  man,  infbmuch    that  when   he   walks  in  the 
Spirit^  he  does  not  fulBl  the  hifts  of  the  fleft)  i  he 
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fets  the  power  of  the  Spirit  agaipft  the  power  of  fin. 
It  is  a  living  in  the  comforts  of  the  Spirit,  and  joys 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  i  and  when  he  thus  livb,  the 
joy  of  the  Lord  is  his  ftrength.  It  is  a  walking  iii 
the  liberty  of  the  Spirit ;  and  where  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty :  When  a  man  hath 
this  life,  then  he  hath  liberty  to  hear,  read,  pray, 
believe,  mourn,  and  liberty  to  fcrve  the  Lord; 
^ruly  I  am  tby  fervant^  tkm  haft  hofed  my  bonds. 
In  a  word,  it  is  a  living  in  the  love  of  t^  Spirit, 
and  in  a  conftant  dependance  on  the  Spirit.  4. 
Sometimes  it  is  defigned  from  thefe  names  that  fig- 
nify  other  fpecial  qualities  and  properties  of  it :  And 
here,  I  might  bring  in  a  multitude  of  fcriptures.  It 
is  called  a  holy  life.  Be  ye  holy  as  I  am  holy :  It  is 
called  a  humble  life,  walk  humbly  with  tby  God;  a 
heavenly  life,  our  converfation  is  in  heaven ;  the  man 
is  heavenly  in  his  thoughts,  and  fpiritually  minded ; 
heavenly  in  his  fpeech,  defiring  to  edify  thofe  that 
are  about  him ;  neavenly  in  his  afifedtions,  which 
are  fet  upon  things  above,  his  define  and  delight  be- 
ing fet  upon  heavenly  things  ;  heavenly  in  his  hope, 
Looking  for  that  blejjed  hope^  and  the  glorious  appear-^ 
ingof  the  great  God  \  heavenly  in  his  trade,  trading 
daily  to  the  heavenly  country,  by  faith,  prayer, 
and  drawing  bills  of  exchange  upon  Chrift,  as  k 
wore,  for  ail  that  he  ftands  in  need  of.  It  is  call* 
cd  an  upright  life,  ^0  good  thing  will  he  witb-bold 
from  him  that  walketh  upright fy.  A  wcIl-^ordered 
life,  To  him  that  orders  his  converfation^  &c.  It  is 
called  a  circumfteB  life,  See  that  ye  walk  circum^ 
fpeSlIy.^  It  is  called  zgojpel  life,  Let  your  corroerfa^ 
iiott  be  as  it  becometh  tte  gofpeU  that  is,  as  it  becomes 
a  eofpel-ftate^  gofpel-principles,  gofpel-roles,  and 
TO^-patterhs,  gofpel-moiives, '  and  gofpcl-cndi  5 
i  and 
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^n4  under  die  influence  of  gofpelrgrace,  adorning 
th<e  dodnne  of  God  our  Savigpr.     6ut»  omitting 
all  thefe,  I  only  inftance  ip  onefpripture,  wbereii| 
this  Jiving  unto  God  is  dpfcribed  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  includes  all  other  properties  of  it,  yea,  and  com** 
prebends  all  the  duties  of  obedience  we  are  called 
to,  Tjt.  ii.  11,12.  The  grace  of  God  batb  appeared 
unto  all  menj  teaching  usy   that  denying  ungodlineji 
and  "worldly  lujisy  v)e  Jhquld  live  foberfy^  ^ghteoufij^ 
md  godly  in  this  prefent  world  \  where  you  fee,  this 
living  unto  God  comprehends  all  thefe  duties  of  //- 
ety  towards  God,  fobriefy  .towards  ourfelves,  and 
rigbteoufnefs  towards  our  neighbour,  which  we  arc 
obliged  to  by  the  law  as  a  rule  of  life  and  holinefs, 
and  all  under  the  influence  of  the  grace  of  God  re- 
vealed in  the  gofpel,  teaching  us  thefe  things  effica- 
cioufly :   For  the  law  teacheth  them  only  precept 
tivefy  5  but  it  is  the  gofpel  that  teacheth  them  ef- 
fe&iveiy^  working  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do.     O 
that  we  kne>y  this  life  more  than  we  do. 

The  third  thing  here  was.  What  is  imported  in 
its  being  called  a  life  in  general  ?  Indeed  this  living 
to  God,  is  the  only  life  that  deferves  the  name  of 
life.  In  vegetative  life,  the  trees  of  the  field  do  ex- 
cel men ;  for  from  little  plants,  they  turn  to  (late- 
ly oaks.  *  In  fenjitive  life,  the  hearts  of  the  field  do 
excel  man,  for  they  go  beyond  him  in  thefe  natural 
faculties ;  as  the  dog  in  fmelling,  the  eagle  in  Aeing, 
the  hart  in  hearing,  and  other  creatures  in  other 
fcnfes.  In  rational  life,  many  heathen  philofbphers 
may  excel  the  Chriftian.  So  that  it  is  not  the  w- 
getative  life,  whereby  plants  excel  usj  nor  the^^- 
Jitive  life,  whereby  beafts  excels  us ;  nor  the  rational 
life,  which  reprobates  have  as  well  as  we ;  but  the 
SPIRITUAL  divine  life,  thtl  deferves  the  pamc, 
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without  which,  our  life  is  but  a  death.    However,* 
this  fpiritual  life,  or  living  to  God,  may  be  called 
life,  oecaufe  it  hath  all  thefe  things  in  it  fpiritually, 
which  natural  life  hath  in  it  naturally ;  as,  i.  Life 
hath  motion  in  it ;  and  fo  here,  this  fpiritual  life  im-    j 
ports  motion;  where-ever  the  fpirit  of  life  comes,    / 
there  is  a  motion  among  the  dry  bones.   Now,  there 
are  fome  duties  he  moves  in,  fuch  as  prayer.  Be* 
hold  be  prayetb^  who  never  prayed  to  purpofe  be- 
fore :  he  moves  in  the  duties  of  hearing,  reading, 
examination,  and  mortification.     Now,    there  are 
fome  graces  that  move  in  him:  Faith  begins  to 
move,   faying,    /  believe^  Lord  belp  my  unbelief: 
Hope  begins  to  move,  He  is  begotten  to  a  new  and 
lively  hope :  Love  begins  to  move,  perhaps   in  fighs 
and  groans  for  want  of  love.     Now  he  moves,  and 
the  term  he  moves  from^  is    fin,  Satan,  and  the 
world,  and  felf,  and  felf-righteoufnefs ;    and   the 
term  he  moves  to^  is  God  and  Chrift,  and  heaven, 
and  heavenly  things.     So  far  as  this  divine  life  takes 
place,  fo  far  all  the  faculties  of  the  foul  move  to- 
wards God ;  the  underftanding  to  fee  him,  the  will 
to  ferve  him,  the  alFedions  to  embrace  him,  and 
all  the  members  of  the  body  to  be  employed  for 
him.     The  eye  is  lift  up  to  heaven  in  prayer  and 
fupplication ;  the  ear  is  open  to  receive  inilrudtion ; 
the  mouth  enlarged  to  fing  his  praifes ;  the  tongue 
will  be  no  more  the  trumpeter  of  idle  communica- 
tion s  the  hand  and  heart  will  be  inftruments  of  de- 
votion ;  tlie  knees  will  be  bowed  to  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriil  y  the  feet  will  de- 
light to  carry  the  man  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  1 
all  is  in  motion  for  God,  fo  far  as  this  life  takes 
place.     You  majj  here  fee,  by  the  way,  whether 
you  have  or  waniKtUis  lifci  which  is  a  living  to  God, 

Tho* 


Thsf  I  fee  an  image  lively  reprefentiog  a  mao,  hav-* 
log  leyes,  e^,  mouth,  noie,  hands  and  feet,  yet  I 
laiovr  it  hath  no  life  in  it,  beomie  it  hath  no  motion  i 
(o  if  we  fee  a  profeflQr  without  pradice,  we  may 
iay  he  is  an  idol,  he  is  no  Chriftian,  but  the  image 
pt  a  Chriftian.   It  is  true,  a  hypocrite  may  have  all 
thefe  external  motions,  like  a  painted  puppet,  that 
may  by  fome  engine  be  made  to  dance,  and  move 
up  and  down,  but  from  no  vital  principle  of  life.   ^ 
2.  Life  hath  treatb  in  it,  James  ii.  laft.    The  tody 
mtbaut  breath  is  dead^  as  it  may  be  rendered ;  fo  in 
this  life  there  is  breath.     If  a  man's  breath  be  held 
in  a  little  while,  the  perfon  cannot  live ;  fo  the  be- 
liever would  die,  if  he  had  not  breath  in  a  fpiritual 
^enfe.     What  is  the  air  he  breathes  in  ?  It  is  jufl: 
the  Spirit  of  God ;  Awake^  O  nortb^wind^  come  tbou 
foutb^  &c.    What  is  the  breath  that  is  put  within 
him?    It  is  the  Spirit  of  God;  the  Holy  Ghoft  is 
^at  to  the  believer,  which  breath  is  to  the  body,  yea, 
which  the  foul  is  to  the  body.    God  breathed  into 
Adam  the  breath  of  life ;  and  he  breathes  on  the  be- 
liever, faying.  Receive  ye  tbe  Holy  Gbojii  I  will  put 
my  Spirit  ivitbin  you.    What  lungs  does  he  breathe 
with  ?   It  is  faith.  We  receive  tbe  promife  of  tbe  Spi^ 
fit  byfaitb.    And  what  things  does  he  breathe  af- 
ter ?    Indeed  the  earthly  man  breathes  after  earth- 
ly things,  faying,  Who  will  Jhew  us  any  good?   But 
the  heavenly  man  breatlieth  after  heavenly  things, 
Ijordy  lift  tbcu  up  tbe  light  of  thy  countenance  upon 
me.    Many  people  have  a  ilinking  breath ;   it  hath 
the  fmeli  pf^  earth,  yea,  the  fmell  of  hell ;   fome 
})rcathe  out  blafphcmies,  and  oaths,  fome  breathe  out 
cruelty  and  wrath ;  but  the  man  that  hath  this  life, 
and  lives  unto  God,  his  breath  is  a  fweet  breath ; 
fo  £ir  as  he  lives  unto  God,  his  breath  finells  of 
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heaven',  and  of  God  andChriil.  Bnti^^.  Life  hith 
uiually  ^owib  j  even  fo  this  life  is  a  growing  life, 
this  well  of  water  fprings  up  to  everlafting  life.  Let 
a  painter  draw  the  figure  of  grapes  ever  ib  artifi* 
ciflJly,  yet  they  may  be  feen  and  difcemed  from 
Datural  grapes^  becaufe  they  grow  not :  Thus  the 
painted  liypocrite  may  look  well,  but  never  grows« 
A  man  that  hath  this  divine  life,  is  ufually  growing; 
if  not  upwardly  in  holinefs,  yet  downward  in  hu- 
mility :  if  not  fenfibly  in  outward  fruitfulnefs,  jti 
infenfibly  in  inward  fighs  and  fobs,  becaufe  of  his 
unfruitfulnefs,  and  in  pantings  of  foul  towards  per- 
fedion ;  he  that  hath  clean  hands  waxeth  ftronger 
and  ftronger.  Indeed  a  winter-^time  may  put  the 
believer  far  back,  and  interrupt  the  growth,  but  a 
fummer  reviving  will  make  up  all  again.  4.  Life 
hath  appetite  and  fenfe  \  even  fo  this  life  imports 
Spiritual  appetite  and  ^ritual  fenfe.  There  is  appe- 
tite after  Ipiritual  food:  Many  pamper  their  bo- 
dies and  ftarve  their  fouls  ;  but  he  that  thus  lives, 
hath  a  hunger  and  third:  after  righteoufnefs,  and 
like  new  horn  babes^  defires^  &c.  The  doctrine  of 
the  gofpel  is  his  life  ;  For  a  man  livetb  not  by  bread 
alone,  but  by  every  word,  &e.  He  hath  an  appetite 
after  thefe  words  of  grace,  and  draws  water  out  of 
thcfe  wells  of  falvation  with  Joy.  Many  are  the 
fecret  longings  and  pantings  of  the  living  foul  after 
the  living  God,  who  is  his  life :  And  9s  life  feeks 
its  own  prefervation  continually,  fo  does  the  living 
(bul  in  the  living  God,  in  whom  only  his  life. is  hid« 
There  is  fenfe  alfo ;  here  life  is  fcnfible  of  whatfo<!- 
ever  ia  an  enemy  to  it,  and  refifts  it ;  the  more  lif^ 
the  more  fenfe  \  and  the  more  fenfe,  the  more  re^ 
fiftance :  Even  fo  they  that  live  this  life  unto  God, 
they  feel  corruption!  and  ^hey  fight  againft  it^  •  F&r 
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hirit  lufts  againft  the  Jkjh^  and  tbeJUJh  againft 
hirit ;  they  groan  under  the  weight  of  corrupt 

which  they  feel,  and  reckoth  themfelves 
:hed  on  the  account  thereof:  O  'ipretcbed  maif 
I  am^  6cc.  They  that  have,  no  feeling  of  fin^ 
ghting  againft  it,  do  not  look  Ijk<!  thefe  that 
this  life.  They  who  have  fpiritual  fen/e6,  at 
who  have  them  exerdfed,   have  the  .feeing 

they  fee  the  evil  of  fin,  they  fee  the  beauty 
)linefs,  they  fee  the  glory  of  God  Iq  the  face  di 
Chrift;  they  fee  God  in  his  ordihances;  they 
I  internal  glory  in  the  external  adoiiniftration  of 
ances  which  others  not  feeing,  they  think 
little  of  thefe  things:  alfo  they  fee  Godwin  his 
dences^  in  judgments  they  fee  a-juft.'God,'  aiicjl 
rrcies  they  fee  a  merciful  God,.an4TthenifeIve$ 
ban  the  leaft  of  all  his  mercies.  They  have 
learing  ear ;  they  hear  the  voice  of  God  in  the 
,  and  rod  ;  they  fmell  the  favour  of  his  name^ 
h  is  as  ointment  poured  forth  ;  they  tafte. his 
lefs,  and  feel  his  power :  And  thus  you  fee 
may  be  imported  in  its  being  called  a  life  in 
al. 

)URTHLY,  what  is  imported  in  its  being  call- 
living  unto  God ;  what  is  this  living  unto  God? 
e  iaid  feveral  things  about  it  already;  but  this 
:  unto  God,  more  particularly  may  import 
four  things  following,  i.  The  believer's  living 
God,  imports,  his  living  faitably  to  the  rela- 
that  God  ftands  in  to  him,  and  he  unto  God, 
ing  his  God  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  and  fo  it  is  a 

to  him  as  our  Redeemer^  both  by  price  and 
r,  as  thefe  that  are  not  our  own,  but  bought 
a  price ;  and  therefore  glorifying  the  Lord  in 
^uls  and  bodies  which  are  his.     It  is  a  living 

to 
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^  -  .:,  is  the  believer's 

jj^j  .5  our  head,  is  to 

^  .       ;Li^  drawing  fpiritua! 

•  -.Tt  from  him  as  the 

^  ^  IS  our  bujbandy  Thy 

.   ;  ro  live  to  him  in  this 
/  .^.         ;:vingly,  afFecflionately, 

\  -.•.•  .n  to  our  hufband,  as 

.V..1  a  glorious  hufband. 

ur  heavenly  father^  de- 

u;^!i  on  their  father ;    Wilt 

^    :.  «r.  My  father y  thou  art  the 

i.  4..  It  is  a  living  to  God  as 

..-  i'VTgf;   and  fo  it  is  a  liv- 

.  ,^,cuntable  to,  and  as  we  (hall 

\,..a.  -i  this  ^udge.     It  is  a  fitting 

^    ^. §  the  law  from  the  mouth 

.  c  c  is  a  yielding  the  tribute  of 

V   ..ii?iedion  to  this  King.    In 

•  -*«  to  God  as  the  objcdl  of 

^-.rition  ;    loving  him   as   the 

.J   .[  oar  heart,  foul,  mind,  and 

..^10  live  to  God,  is  to  live 

\  ^    ,:iations   he  ftands  in  to  us. 

...-g  unto  God,    imports  his 

*v;ir  mvilcgci  and  favours  that 

:^.^ .     Hath  he  enlightened  us  in 

/      -  .-v-ilf  ?    Then,  to  live  to  him, 

-if!  of  light,  and  not  as  thofe 

^%::s  and  ignorance.     Hath  he 

'        ,.;\  ■  Then,  to  live  to  him,  is  to 

'***    .    Sc  vocation  wherewith  we  arc 

■      .   ^  ^.•cn  us  grace?   Then,  to  live  to 

N^  as  uracelefs,  but  as  gracious 

xne  that  are  in  a  ftate  of  nature, 

•■   *  '    ,rx^^.    Hath  he  pardoned  our 

•*-^*  •'   ^'  -  fins, 
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fins,  juftified  our  perfons,   and  brought*  iis   into 
peace  with  himfelt  ?     Then  to  live  to  him,  is  to 
ftand  faft  in  the  liberty  wherewith  he  hath  made 
us  free?  Hath  he  renewed  and  £indified  us  F  Then, 
to  live  to  him,  is  to  live  as  renewed  and  ikn Ai6ed 
perfons,  whofe  lufts  are  mortified,  and  whofe  foub 
are  transformed  into  the  image  of  God.     Hath  he 
poured  in  the  promife  into  our  hearts  by  the  Spi^ 
rit?  Then,  to  live  to  him  fuitably  thereto,  is^  hav-' 
ing  thefe  promiies,    to  cleanfe  ourfelves;:from  all 
filthinefs  of  the  fleflb  andof  the  fpirit,  pcrfidting  ho;- 
iinefs  in  the  fear  of  God,     Hath  he  mkde  us  hell's 
of  glory?   Then  to  live  to  him,  is  to  live  as  candi- 
dates for  heaven,  as  pilgrims  and  ftrangers,  abllain- 
ing  from  flefhly  lufts,  travelling  to  the  other  ^orld, 
having  our  aHedions  and  converfation  in  heaven. 
3.  The  believer's  living  unto  God,  imports  his  living 
in  communion  with  .  him,    and  comfortable  enjoy- 
ment of  him :  In  communion  with  him,  iii  the 
conftant  contemplation  of  him,  fandlifying  the  Lord 
in  our  hearts;  in  a  conftant  afFedtion  to  him,  hav- 
ing his  love  (hed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft  I  and  in  a  conftant  dependance  on  him,  re- 
ceiving all  from  him  by  faith,  and  returning  all  to 
him  in  duty  and  gratitude.    It  is  a  living  in  the 
comfortable  enjoyment  of  him,  as  all  our  portion 
and  happinefs,  all  our  falvation  and  defire,  renounc- 
ing all  things  in  heaven  and  earth  as  our  portion, 
but  a  God  in  Chrift  alone,  faying.  Whom  have  I  in 
heaven  but  thee  ?   &c.      4.  The  believer's  livfng 
onto  God,  imports   his  living  in  conformity   to 
God ;   and  indeed,  fd  far  as  we  enjoy  God,  fo  far 
will  we  be  conform  to  him.    As  it  will  be  in  glory» 
we  fhall  be  like  him^  for  we  fliall  fee  him  as  he 
is  y  fo  it  is  in  grace  here^  the  more  the  foul  fees 

and 
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and  enjoys  him»  the  more  is  he  like  onto  him  i 
beholding  his  glory^  we  are  changed  into  the  fame 
image^  &c.  And  fo  this  living  unto  God,  is  a 
living  in  conformity  to  God's  nature,  being  holy 
as  he  is  holy,  perfe^  as  our  heavenly  Father  is  per* 
ftGt  ?  Is  he  a  perfed  God  I  Then^  to  live  to  him, 
is  to  go  on  to  perfedion,  Heh.  vi.  i.  It  is  a  living 
in  conformity  to  his  w^  of  living.  God^s  way  of 
living  is  a  holy,  juft,  good,  faithful,  merciful  way, 
having  a  general  good-will  to  all,  and  a  fpecial 
good-will  to  fome ;  and  fo  ought  our  way  to  be. 
It  is  a  living  in  conformity  to  God's  end  >  God't 
great  end  which  he  fets  before  himfelf,  is  the  glory 
of  his  name,  the  honour  of  his  Son,  the  advance* 
ment  of  Chrift*s  kingdom,  the  ruin  of  Satan's 
kingdom,  and  in  all,  the  praife  of  his  rich  and  free 
grace  5  and  furely  we  live  to  God,  when  we  have 
thefe  ends  alfo,  which  are  God's  ends.  It  is  a 
living  in  conformity  to  his  law  as. a  rule,  whicli 
is  the  tranfcript  of  his  communicable  nature^  for 
our  pradlice  ;  If  ye  love  me^  keep  my  commandments  i 
We  do  not  love  him,  if  we  do  not  fo*  Thefe  then 
that  live  to  him,  they  do  from  love  as  well  as  con- 
fcience,  obey  him.  Thefe  things  might  be  greatly 
enlarged :  however  thus  you  fee  in  rnort,  what  it  is 
to  live  unto  God.  We  are  telling,  and  you  are 
hearing,  what  this  life  is ;  but  O  that  we  could  live 
this  life  as  well  as  fpeak  and  hear  of  it;  Look  to 
the  Lord,  that  he  may  make  you  know  it  to  your 
experience.  It  is  called  a  living  to  God,  1.  Becaufe 
it  hath  the  fpirit  of  God  for  the  principle  of  it. 
;s.  Becaufe  it  hath  the  woird  of  God  for  the  rule 
of  it.  3.  Becaufe  it  hath  the  love  of  God  for  the 
motive  of  it.  And,  4.*  Becaufe  it  hath  the  glory 
of  God  for  the  ultimate  end  of  it. 

FOURTH 
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FOURTH  HEAD. 

THE  fmrtb  thing  propofcd,  was,  to  fhew  the 
Influence  that  this  being  dead  to  the  law,  hath  upon 
iving  to  God  ;  or  the  neceility  of  this  death,  in 
Drdcr  to  this  life.  Here  I  might  flicw,  i.  That  it 
IS  neceflary.     2.  Whence  it  is  neceflary. 

Fitft^  That  it  is  neceflary  that  we  die  to  the 
law  in  point  of  iuftificat ion,  before  we  can  live  to 
God  in  point  or  fandtification.  Befides  what  was 
faid  upon  ihtjirji  heady  for  the  confii^ation  of  the 
dodrine,  thefe  following  connderadbns^  or  re- 
marks, may  difcover  the  neceffity  .oif  being  dead 
to  the  law,  in  order  to  our  living  to  God.  i.  Rt^ 
mark.  That  a  man  that  is  under  the  law^  can  per^ 
form  no  holy  z& ;  he  may  do  fome  things  that  are 
materially  good,  but  nothing  can  he  do  that  is 
formally  good,  or  holy ;  and  his  work,  inftead  of 
fanftifying  him,  does  ftill  more  and  more  pollute 
him,  37/.  i.  15.  To  the  pure  all  things  are  pure% 
hut  unto  them  that  are  defied  and  unbeliewhg^  is 
lotbingpurei  but  even  tbeir  mind  and  confcience  is 
iejileal  He  then  that  is  alive  to  the  law,  and  un- 
der the  covenant  of  works,  his  works  can  never 
make  him  holy,  but  rather  more  and  more  unholy. 
2.  Remark^  The  man  that  is  under  the  law,  hath 
no  fromife  of  holinefs  or  fandtification  by  that  law. 
The  law  only  promifes  life  upon  perfect  obedi- 
ence in  our  own  perfon  \  and  it  true  fandtification 
may  be  in  one  that  is  under  the  covenant  of  works^ 
then  we  muft  change  the  articles  of  the  covenant, 
and  promifes  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  make 
(andtificacion  no  promife  of  it ;  we  muft  blot  out 
rhcfe  promifes,  til  put  a  newfpirit  within you^  and. 
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Til  write  my  law  in  your  hearts,  and  all  other  pro- 
mifes  of  the  like  nature  muft  be  razed  out  of  the 
covenant  of  grace ;  if  one  under  the  covenant  of 
vrorks  may   attain   to  fandification    by  his   own 
works^  there  is  no  need  of  this  promUe.     3/  J^- 
mark,  that  the  man  that  is  under  the  law,  hath  no 
principle  of  holbefs.    The  grand  prindple  of  true 
holinefs,  is  the  i^irit  dwellms;  in  the  man  :  Now, 
how  does  one  receive  the  Ipirit  of  fandificatiop  ? 
Is  it  by  the  works  of  the  law  ?  No,  but  by  die 
hearing  of  faith,  GaL  m.  2.    It  is  the  dodrine  of 
grace,  not  of  works,  that  makes  us  partakers  of 
this  fpirit    It  is  the  new  teflament,  or  new  cove- 
nant, that  is  the  miniftration  of  the  fpirit,  2  Cor. 
iii.  6.    Thereby  the  fpirit  is  miniftred,  or  conveyed 
to  us,  hut  not  by  the  law. .  It  is  the  gofpel  that 
calls  us  effedtually  to  fandification,  zTbeplil.  14* 
We  received  the  promife  of  the  fpirit  through  faith, 
and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law.  Gal.  3. 14.   4.  Re- 
mark,  that  the  man  that  is  under  the  law,  h  with* 
out  Chrifl,  in  whom  fandiiication  only  is.    They 
that  are  faints,  are  faints  in  Chrift  Jefus,  as.  tlie 
apoftlc  defigns  them,  and  fan£Ufied  in  Chrift :  And 
our  implantation  intoChrift,  is  only  from  grace, 
and  not  from  the  works  of  the  law  j  and  fb  is  our 
fanAification  only  from  grace,  and  only  in  Chrif^i 
who  gave  himfelf  for  his  church,  that  he  might 
fandify  it,  Epb.  v.   25.     5.  Remark,    The  man 
that  is  under  the  law,  is  without  fbength,  and 
cannot  perform  obedience  to  the  law  3  the  law  is 
weak  uirou^h  the  fielh,  and  cannot  juftify  him, 
neither  can  it  iandify  him.     In    order  to  JUmAifi* 
cation,  a  new   creation  is  neccilary:   The  cleap 
heart  muft  be  created,  and  the  man  created  unto 
good  works:  Cirating  power  mufl  be  put  forth, 

and 
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vcA  creation  is  a  work  of  God.  We  mud  therefore 
make  a  God  of  our  works,  and  deify  them,  and 
endow  them  with  a  creating  power,  if  we  think 
by  the  works  of  the  law  to  be  fandified,  or  af-^ 
CTibe  fuch  efficacy  to  them,  as  to  work  true  fano^ 
dfication  in  us.  No  man  then,  that  is  under  the 
law  or  covenant  of  works,  by  eiving  himfelf  toholy 
duties  and  a&ions,  and  exerciung  himfelf  in.theni^ 
can  come  to  attain  true  holinefs>  or  to  be  truly 
iandtified.  6.  Remark^  That  the  man  that  is  under 
die  power  of  the  law,  is  under  the  power  of  fin. 
Whence  is  it,  that  the  believer  is  freed  from  thje 
power  and  dominion  of  lin  ?  It  is  becaufe  he  is 
under  grace,  and  not  under  the  law,  Ibm.  vi.  14. 
Shewing  us,  that  thefe  that  are  under  the  law, 
are  under  the  power  and  dominion  of  fin  ?  How 
fo  ?  Even  upon  the  account  of  all  the  reafons  al- 
ready affigned  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  becaufe  the 
law  is  the  ftrength  of  fin,  i  Cor.  xv.  56.  Parti- 
cularly as  it  irritates  corruption,  flrengthenlng  and 
ftirring  it  up  ;  Sin  taking  occafion  by  the  command^ 
menty  wrai^bt  in  me  all  manner  ofconcupifcence.  Sin, 
by  occafion  of  the  refifting  command,  brake  out 
the  more  fiercely.  Hence  the  law  is  only  the 
occafion,  and  fin  dwelling  in  us  is  the  caufe  ;  as 
the  (hining  of  the  fun  is  the  occafion,  why  a  dung- 
hil  fends  forth  its  filthy  favour,  but  it  is  the  corrup- 
tion and  putrifaAion  therein  that  is  the  caufe  ^  (q 
here,  the  light  of  the  law  (hining,  and  difcovering 
fin  and  duty,  is  the  occafion  of  fin's  irritation  and 
increafe,  but  corruption  itfelf  is  the  caufe;  Well, 
fo  it  is,  that  a  man  being  under  the  law,  is  under 
the  power  of  fin:  How  then  can  1^  live  unto  God, 
while  under  the  law  ?  Or,  how  can  fandification 
take  place  while  he  is  alive  to  the  law,  or  not  dead 
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thereto?  Thefe  things  may  make  it  evident:  I 
think  that  it  is  neceiiary  that  a  man  be  dead  to  the 
law,  and  brought  from  under  it,  before  he  can 
have  true  fan£):ification,  or  live  unto  God. 

Secondly^  Whence  it  is  necelTary,  that  a  man  be 
dead  to  the  law  in  point  of  juftification,  in  order  to 
his  living  to  God  in  point  of  fandlification  :  Thefe 
particulars  already  mientioned,  afford  fo  many 
reafons  of  the  neceflity  thereof :  Yet  fome  things 
more  may  be  faid,  for  the  further  clearing  of  this 
point,  namely,  the  influence  that  dying  to  the 
law  hath  upon  our  living  to  God.  Here  two 
queflions  occur,  i.  What  influence  living  to  the 
law  hath  upon  a  man's  living  in  fm.  2.  What 
influence  a  man's  dying  to  the  law  hath  upon  ha 
dying  to  fin,  and  living  unto  God. 

Firfi,  What  influence  a  man's  living  to  the  law, 
or  being  alive  to  the  law,  hath  upon  his  living  in 
fin.  This  is  a  ftrange  dodtrine,  fome  may  think ; 
but  it  is  as  true  as  flrange,  that  the  law,  and  our 
works  of  obedience  to  the  law,  while  we  are  un- 
der it,  is  the  caufe  of  deflrudion,  inflead  of  fal- 
vation,  Rom.  ix.  32.  There  you  fee  it  deffrojed 
the  whole  Jewijh  nation ;  Ifrael  mifled  righteoujf- 
nefs,  becaufe  they  fought  it  by  the  works  of  the 
law.  Now,  a  man's  being  alive  to  the  law,  hath 
influence  upon  his  living  in  fin,  and  fo  upon  his 
deflruftion,  in  the  following  ways^  i.  Becaufe  here- 
by he  becomes  more  hardened  in  fin  and  fecurity, 
while  he  thinks  he  hath  fome  good  work  to  bear 
him  out,  Prov.  vii.  14,  What  made  the  fildiy 
whore,  there,  impudent  and  hardened  in  her  fins  I 
Why  ?  /  have  peace^^qfferings  nvith  me^  this  day  I 
bavepaid  tny  vows.  Thus  the  Pbartfies  for  a  pre- 
tence made  long  prayers^  and  hereupon  were  hard- 
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ned  in  their  finftil  courfes,  fearlefs  of  wrath:  Why  7 
I  have  done  fo  and  io.     2.  Hereby  they  are  kept 
from  Chrifty  who  only  faves  from  fin.    The  works 
of  the  law  ftep  in  betwixt  them  and  Chrift,  and. 
the  man  takes  Chrift's  bargain  off  his  hand^  pro- 
miiing  the  fame  that  Chrift  promifed,  even  obe- 
dience to  the  law.     I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  fay& 
Chrift  ;  nay,  I  will  do  it  myfelf,  fays  the  man  that 
is  under  the  law ;  he  makes  himfelf  his  own  fa* 
vioar :  What  I  Will  not  God  accept  of  my  good 
and  honeft  endeavours  ?  Here  is  what  he  fets  up 
on  Chrift's  throne ;  but  if  Chrift  be  pulled  down 
from  his  throne,  will  it   be  fufiicieiit  that  we  fet 
op  an   honeft  pretence  in  his  room?  They  have 
iome  things  to   fay    for  themfelves,  which,  they 
hope,    will  bring    them    off  before  God.    Tfius 
they  rejea  Chrift  the  lamb  of  God,  that  takes 
away  the  fin  of  the  world ;  and  how  then  can  they 
but  live  unto  fin,   whatever   they  may  think  of 
themfelves?    3.   Hereby  their  pride  and  boafting 
is  cheriftied,  Rom.  iv.  4.   T^o  bim  that  warietb,  is 
tie  reward  not  reckoned  of  grace^  hut  of  debt ;  and 
the  man  expeds  his  due  for  his  work  which  he 
glories  in  \  for  boafting  is  not  excluded  by  the  law 
of  works,  Rom.  iii.  27.  and  therefore  the  man  is 
loath  to  part  with  his  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is 
by  the  law ;  becaufe  of  his  pride,  he  will  not  ftoop 
to  live  upon  another,  while  he  can  fliift  for  him- 
fitf.     Self-love  will  not  fufter  a  man  to  think  the 
worft  of  himfelf,  fo  long    as  he   is  alive  to  the 
hv;  nay,  I  hope  I  have  a  good  heart  to  God» 
and  ril  do  fomething  that  will  pleafe  God  ;  and  fo 
it  is  no  little  thing  will  bring  him  to  fubmit  to  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God,  Rom.  x.  3.    Thus  the  law 
cberifhes  his  pride ;  and  fure  the  proud  man  was 
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Aever  ft  holy  mvk.    But,  4.  Hereby  fin  is  ftreng^ 
Bed  and  encreafed,  as  I  faid  before :  The  motions 
of  fin  are  by  the  law,  Ram.  vti.  5.    The  law  entreJ^ 
that  fin  mgbt  abound^  Rom.  v«  20.     Not  only  aa  to 
the  knowledge  of  it,  which  is  by  the  law,  but  as 
to  theadual  out-breaking  of  it  from  the  heart; 
like  a  river  being  bounded  and  damm'd  4ip  by  the 
kw,  it  fwells  and  breaks  out  the  more  violently. 
The  wicked  nature  of  man,  being  reproved,  fwells 
and  rifes  like  a  fiiake  brought  to  ^e  nre.     5.  Here- 
by the  man  becomes  defperate,  for  the  law  (ays, 
there  is  no  hope  without  a  perifedl  obedience ;  and 
the  man  having  wearied  himfclf  in  doing  nothing 
tfnfwerable  to  what  the  law  requires,  comes  at  laft, 
perhaps,  to  fee  there  is  no  hope,  and  fo  he  dies  in 
defpair  ;  I  mean^  he  dies  in  fin,  faying :  There  is 
to  hope,  and  therefore  after  idols  I  will  go :  He 
flees  away  from  God,  as  Adam  did.     6.  Hereby 
he  becomes    flaviih  alfo;    the  fear,    torment  and 
wrath,  which  the  law  brings  along  with  it,  when 
the  penalty  of  it  is  feen,  weakens  the  man's  hands; 
and  thefe  lying  like  heavy  loads  upon  the  foul,  it 
is  thereby  fettered  and  bound  in  prifon,  hence  faid 
to  be  held  in  the  law ;  that  being  dead  wherein  we 
were  betd,  fays  the  apoflle.     The  man  is  held,  and 
fhut  up  in  the  prifon  of  the  law,  and  fo  out  of 
cafe  for  fervice  uhile  his  bands  are  notloofed,  or  at 
heft  his  fctrice  is  Jlavijb,  and  not  free*,  the  laW 
holds  him  in  prifon,  he  cannot  fcrve  God  freely, 
The  free  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  is    what  the  world 
cannot  receive,  while  under  the  law.     Thus  you 
may  fee  what  influence  living  to  the  law  may  have 
upon  men's  living  in  ^,  fo  a»  they  cannot  live  unto 
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Secondfyy  What  influence  a  man's  dying  to  the 
taw  hath  upon  his  living  unto  God,  or  upon  holi- 
nefs  and  fandification  ?  Anjw.  It  lutfa  efpecially  a 
twofold  influeixe,  both  a  phyfical  and  2  moral  inf- 
luence,    And^ 

1  •  It  hath  a  phyfical  influence  upon  a  man's  fan- 
6!ification,  in  regard  that  a  man  that  is  dead  to  the 
law,  is  married  to  Chrift,  Rm.  vii.  4.  and  fo  necei^ 
&rily  the  man  muft  be  holy,  being  disjoined  from  the 
law,  and  joined  to  the  Lord  Jefiis^  who  hath  ia* 
tisfied  the  precept  of  the  law  by  his  obedience,  and 
the  penalty  of  the  law  by  his  aeath ;  and  in  him» 
not  only  have  they  thus  a  full  difcharge  of  all  the 
demands  and  commands  of  the  law;  but  alfo» 
by  the  implantation  and  inhabitation  of  his  fpirit, 
are  created  to  a  conformity  to  the  image  of  God ; 
and  they  cannot  but  live  unto  God,*  For,  i.  In 
Chrift  they  have  life :  Though,  while  under  the 
law,  they  were  dead  in  fins  and  trefpafles,  now  in 
Chrift  they  have  life,  and  have  it  more  abundantly; 
they  are  quickned  by.  virtue  of  their  union  to  this 
everiafting  head ;  becaufe  he  lives,  they  live  alfo. 
A  dead  perfon  can  produce  no  living  a£tion,  but 
Chrift  is  the  life  of  his  people.  He  that  hath  the 
fon,  hath  life ;  and  then,  and  never  till  then,  is  he 
in  cafe  for  fpiritual  aAion  and  living  unto  God; 
He  that  hath  not  the  fon  of  God,  hadi  not  life : 
Vain  men  fancy  within  themfelves,  that  they  have 
not  loft  their  life,  and  fo  they  think  they  can  do 
fomething  that  will  pleafe  God,  and  profit  them- 
felves for  juftification  and  fanAification,  even  be- 
fore ever  they  think  of  coming  to  Chrift ;  but  we 
may  as  well  expedt,  that  a  dead  corps  will  rife  of 
itfelf,  and  do  the  natural  adions  of  life,  as  to  ex- 
pert that  you  fhould  rife,  and  a£t  fpiritually,  be- 
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fore  you  be  in  Chrift.  The  natural  confcience  in* 
deed  may  be  roufed  a  little,  and  {>revailed  with  to 
fee  about  this  and  that  duty ;  but  there  is  no  living 
unto  God,  till  you  get  Chrifl: :  In  him  the  be- 
liever hath  life,  even  in  his  head;  as  a  man  can- 
not live  without  his  head ;  but,  being  joined  to  this 
new  head,  and  disjoined  from  the  law,  he  cannot 
but  live.  2.  In  Chrift  his  new  head  and  hufband, 
he  hath  light  as  well  as  Life  \  as  you  know,  the 
eye  is  in  the  head,  ic>  the  believer's  eye  is  in  Chrift 
his  light,  whereby  he  fees  fin  and  duty,  fees  to 
work,  fo  as  he  may  live  to  God.  The  man  that 
is  under  the  law,  is  in  the  dark,  and  cannot  fee 
to  work  the  works  of  holinefs,  which  is  a  living 
unto  God.  He  is  blinded  with  felf-conceit  s  he 
fees  not  the  vanity  of  his  old  covenant  obedience, 
and  he  fees  not  the  way  of  the  new  covenant  gof* 
pePt)bedjence,  till  he  get  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and 
revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  who  is  the 
light  of  the"" world,  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles; 
by  whofe  light  the  believer  fees  how  to  walk  in  a 
way  well-pleafing  to  God.  3.  In  Chrift  his  new 
head  he  h^xhjlrengtb :  The  man  that  is  under  the 
law,  joined  to  it  as  his  head,  hath  no  Jlrengtb 
for  his  work,  and  the  la\v  gives  him  none,  and  fo 
he  cannot  live  to  God ;  but  the  believer  can  fay^ 
Jn  the  Lor 4 have  I  rigbteoufnefs  and  firengtb ;  whereas 
others  have  no  f^ength  to  producp  fpiritual  adlions ; 
fin  domineers  over  them,  and  they  have  no  power 
to  fbakc  off  the  yoke  of  fin,  their  ftrength  being 
but  weaknefs.  The  believer  hath  firengtb  in  bis 
head ;  all  things  gre  pofiible  to  thepi  that  believe^ 
they  can  do  all  things  through  ChriA  ftrengthnin|; 
them ;  they  can  overleap  a  wall,  and  break  bows  of 
Acel  in  pieces,    O  beUev^,  be  Arong  in  the  ^ra(;e 
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mt  is  m  Chrift!  O  it  is  ftrange,  the  grace  that  it 
1  him,  is  in  thee,  as  the  life  that  is  in  the  heart  is 
n  the  toe,  die  foot,  the  utmoft  members !    There 
s  a  communkatbn  of  vital  ftrength  and  influences 
Tom  the  heart  and  head  to  all  the  members ;  the. 
)elievet's  grace  is  in  Chrift,  and  the  grace  that  is  ia 
[thrift  is  in  the  believer.     Here  is  a  myftery  to 
the  world,  but  yet  this  myftery  lies  wrapt  up  in 
that  word.  Be  Jlrmg  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Cbrffi 
Jefus.     If  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift,  were  not  in 
the  believer  alfo,  according  to  the  meafure  of  the 
communication,  how  could  he  be  ftrong  in  the 
grace  that  is  in  Chrift  ?  My  f^ace  Jhall  be  Sufficient 
for  tbee^  &c.    4.  In  Chrift  his  new  head,  he  hath 
liberty.    Under  the  law  the  man  is  under  bondage^ 
and  fevere  bondage  to  the  command  of  perfcA 
obedience  upon  pain  of  death  and  damnation,  and 
fo  under  bondage  to  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the 
fear  of  God's  everlafting  wrath ;    and  fo  he  can 
do  nothing,  he  hath  no  heart  nor  hand  to  fervc 
God,  he  is  bound  neck  and  heel :   But  in  Chrift 
he  luith  liberty^  If  the  Son  make  you  free^  you  are 
free  indeed -^   free  for  fcrvice;  Truly  I  am  tby  fer^ 
vant^  tbou  baft  loofed  my  bands.    Now  he  walks  at 
liberty,  yea,  runs  the  way  of  God's  commandments, 
when  he  does  enlarge  his  heart.  This  is  the  glorious 
liberty  of  the  children  of  God  begun  in  time,  where* 
by  they  are  put  in  cafe  to  live  unto  God.     Now 
he  is  at  liberty  to  fervc  cheerfully^  being  delivered 
{rom  the  hands  of  all  his  enemies,  to  ferve  him 
without  fear,  in  holinefs  and  righteoufne&  before 
God  all  the  days  of  his  life.    Now  he  is  at  liberty 
to  ferve  fpirituallyy  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  being  put 
withio  hun^  and  gaufing  him  to  walk  in  God's 
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ifatCiilcs  I  and  nenv  he  \%  at  liberty  to  fenre  Bapefilh^ 
knowing  that  hk  labour  fhall  not  be  in-  vain  in  the 
iiOrd  I  though  while  under  the  Iaw>  his  hrbour  wai 
but  Tain  labour.  Now  he  is  at  libertf  to  ferve 
Mceptabfy^  being  accepted  in  the  befoved,  Efh.  u  6. 
liiat  IS,  not  only  for  his  fake,  for  there  is  much 
more  in  it,  he  being  our  head,  and  we  members 
of  bis  bodyj  and  he  as  our  head  having  perfornied 
pcrfed  obedience  to  the  treapt  of  the  law,  and 
complete  £itis£h£tion  to  the  penally  of  die  law  \ 
die  bead  having  done  it,  the  whole  is  reputed  as 
having  done  it,  and  fo  we  are  accepted  in  him : 
His  doing  is  ours,  becaufe  we  are  in  him  as  our 
head,  accepted  in  the^beloved  \  our  perfbns  are  ac* 
cepted  in  him,  and  next  our  performances  and  du- 
ties. O  what  fweet  liberty  is  here !  what  a  fweet  foun- 
dation for  fpiritual  and  acceptable  fervice  and  living 
unto  God !  But  this  leads  me  next  to  (hew, 

2*  That  -it  hath  a  moral  influence  upon  fan£tifi- 
cation.  A  man's  being  dead  to  the  law,  disjoined 
^om  it,  and  joined  to  Chrift,  hath  not  only  a  ^rf^ 
JicaU  but  alfo  a  moral  influence,  in  regard  that  here- 
by he  is  confb-ained  fweetly  to  live  unto  God,  2  Cor. 
V.  xiv.  15.  T^he  Ime  of  Chrifl  conftrainetb  us.  If  we 
have  not  love  at  the  root  of  our  aflions,  love  to  a 
God  in  Chrifl:,  we  are  but  empty  vines,  that  bring 
forth  fruit  to  ourfclves  ;  it  is  but  felf-l(/vey  which  is 
not  fruit  unto  God,  or  living  unto  him.  The  «j- 
tural  way  of  man's  thinking  is,  we  fhould  ferve 
God,  that  he  may  fave  us ;  but  the  gofpel  way  is, 
he  faves  us,  that  we  may  ferve  him.  \Vhat  made 
Paul  fay,  Being  dead  to  the  laWy  I  live  unto  Godf 
Why?  in  the  nextverfe  he  enlarges  on  it.  Hive  to 
bim\  wbo  loved  me^  and  gave  bimfelf  for  me.  Be 
all  of  you   perfuaded  of  this  ;  or  elfe,   as  the 
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\  Ym^  yoQ  will  die  in  a  delufion ;  that  if  joa 
i  not  love  to  God»  you  have  not  a  fpark  of  holi- 
tho'  you  (hould  pray  all  yoor  days,  and  work 
fo  hard.    I  wU  circumctfe  tbeir  hearts  to  hve 
is  t&e  promife ;  and  this  to?e  is  the  heart  and 
of  religious  duties.    Now,  you  cannot  have 
,  unle£i  you  fee  fomewhat  more  or  lefi  of  his 
to  you :   We  are  naturally  enemies  to  God, 
we  cannot  get  one  of  a  thoufand  that  will  take 
I  it.    They  think  they  have  a  love  to  God^ 
I  forbid,  fay  they,  that  we  fliould  be  enemies. 
%  but  I  tell  you  in  the  name  of  God,  whether 
will  hear  it  or  not,  that  as  you  are  enemies  by 
u^,  and  born  vihh  a  dagger  of  enmity  in  your 
rt  and  hand  againft  God ;  fo,  till  you  get  fome- 
it  of  the  knowledge  of  God  as  in  Chrift,  re- 
siling the  world  to  himfelf,  this  enmity  will  ne- 
be  killed.    Now,  I  fay,  it  is  the  believer  in 
rift,  who  being  dead  to  the  law,  and  joined  to 
Lord,  hath  this  love ;  and  this  love  conftrains 
^  fo  as  he  brings  forth  fruit  unto  God,  and  lives 

0  him,  R(m.  vii.  4.  Being  dead  to  the  law,  and 
Tied  to  Chrift,  he  brings  forth  fruit  unto  God. 
e  believer  has  fufficient  encouragement  to  make 
%  live  junto  God ;  he  fees  Chrift  hath  fatisfied  di- 
e  juftice,  fulfilled  all  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law, 
t  he  hath  done  that  which  is  impreftible  by  us  ; 

1  when  by  faith  he  beholds  this,  he  is  encouraged 
ferve  God.  Hence  fays  the  Pfalmift,  ^Tbere  is 
'cy  with  thee^  that  thou  mayeji  be  feared.     Might 

not  have  faid,  there  is  m^'ffty  with  thee,  thaf^ 
lu  mayeft  be  feared  ?  The  matter  is,  the  majefiy 
God  would  make  the  iinner  flee  from  God,  as 
\am  did,  when  he  heard  his  voice  in  the  garden  ; 
t  bis  mercy  mak^s  us  fear  and  love  him,  ferve 

and 
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and  obey  him  %  Then  tbey  Jhattfear  the  Lord  and  bis 

fffodnefi^  fays  the  prophet,  Uofea  iii.  5, .  If  a  man 
ath  no  £ii|h  at  all  of  God's  goodnefs,  no  hope  of 
liis  favouc  in  Chri(l,  where  is  his  purity  and  holi- 
nefs  ?  Nay,  it  is  he  that  hath  this  hope,  that  pu* 
rifies  him£:If  as  he  is  pure.  ^  I  know  oot  what  ex* 
perience  you  have  firs,  but  fome  of  us  know,  that 
when  our  fouls  are  moft  comforted  and  enlarged 
with  the  faith  of  God's  favour  through  Chrift,  and 
with. the  hope  of  hisgoodnefs,  then  we  have  moft 
heart  to  duties ;  and  when  through  unbelief  we 
have  harfli  thoughts  of  God,  as  an  angry  Judge 
then  we  have  no  heart  to  duties  and  religious  ex- 
crcifes;  and  I  perfuade  myfelf,  this  is  the  expe* 
rience  of  uhe  faints  in  all  ages. 

But,  that  this  moral  influence,  which  dying  to 
the  law,  or  covenant  of  works,  hath  upon  living  to 
God,  or  holinefs  and  fandification,  may  be  fufdier 
evident :  Let  us  confider,  bow  the  law  to  the  be* 
liever,  having  now  loft  its  legal  or  old  covenant* 
form,  and  being  put  into  a  gofpel-form,  and  changed 
from  the  law  of  works  into  a  covenant  of  grace,  or 
the  law  in  the  hand  of  Chrift ;  every  part  of  it 
BOW  confbrains  the  believer  to  obedience  and  ian£ti« 
^cation,  in  a  moft  loving  manner.  The  gofpel-law^ 
or  the  kw  of  grace,  which  he  is  now  under,  is  a 
chariot  paved  with  love,  the  law,  in  the  hand  of 
Chrift,  hath  now  another  £ice,  even  a  fmiling  face» 
in  all  the  commands,  promifes,  threatenings,  and 
in  the  whole  form  thereof. 

Firjl^  The  commands  of  the  law,  in  the  hand  of 
Chrift,  have  loft  their  old  covenant*form,  and  are 
full  of  love.  The  command  of  the  law  of  works^ 
is,  do^  and  live  $  but  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  it  is, 
livcy  and  do  :  The  command  of  the  law  of  works. 


IS, 


Law-deatb,  GoJ^Uife.  173 

IS,  d9^  or  elfe  be  damned  i  but  the  law  in  the  hand 
of  Qirift  is,  I  have  delivered  thee  from  hell  and 
damnation;  therefore  do ;  The  command  of  the  law 
of  works  is,  do  in  thy  own  Jlrength\  but  the  law  in 
the  hand  of  Chrift  is,  lam  tbyjirengtb^  my  flrength 
(hall  be  perfected  in  thv  wc^nefs,  therefore  do. 
The  command  is  materially  the  fame,  but  the  fdhn 
is  di&rent.  The  command  of  the  law  of  wbrks  is, 
do  ptrfeBly^  that  you  may  have  eternal  life ;  but 
now,  in  die  hand  of  Chrift,  the  form  is,  I  have 
given  thee  eternal  life,  in  me,  and  by  my  doing ; 
and  therefore  do  as  perfedly  as  you  can,  through 
mv  grace,  till  you  come  to  a  ftate  of  perfeAion. 
The  command,  I  fay,  is  the  fame  materially ;  for 
I  do  not  join  with  thefe  who  infinuate,  as  if  here 
lels  obedience  were  required  than  under  the  law  of 
works :  Though  lefs  be  accepted  in  thefe  who  have 
a  perfeA  obedience  in  their  head,  yet  no  lefs  is  re- 
quired, though  not  in  the  old  covenant-form.  And 
as  the  command  is  materially  the  fame,  fo  the  au- 
thority enjoining  obedience  is  originally  the  fame, 
yet  vdlly  diftinS,  in  that  the  command  of  the  law 
is  the  command  of  God  out  of  Chrift,  an  abfolute 
God  and  Judge  ;  but  now  under  grace,  it  is  the 
conmxand  of  a  God  in  Chrift,  a  Father  in  him. 
And  fure  I  ani  that  the  authority  of  a  command- 
ing  God  is  not  leiTened,  or  loft,  that  the  command 
is  now  in  the  hand  of  Chrift.  Chrift  is  God,  co- 
equal and  co-eflential  with  the  Father  :  And  as 
God's  authority  to  judge  is  not  loft  or  leiTened,  in 
that  all  judgment  is  committed  to  the  Son ;  fo  his 
authority  to  command  is  not  loft  or  leftened,  in 
that  the  law  is  in  the  hand  of  Chrift.  Nay,  it 
is  not  leflened,  but  It  is  fweetenedi  and  made  ami- 
able, lovely  and  defirable  to  the  believer,  conftratn- 

ing 
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injg  him  to  obedience,  in  that  the  law  is  in  the  hand 
oThishead,  his  Lord,  and  his  God.  The  end  that 
he  hath  in  commanding,  and  that  they  Ihould  have 
in  obeying,  is  now  diftind,  and  difFerent  from  what 
took  place  under  the  law  of  works.  The  end  that 
he  hath  in  commanding,  is  not  to  lay  a  heavy 
yoke  of  duties  on  their  necks,  to  be  born  by  their 
own  ftrength;  nor,  tho'  performed  by  his  ftrength, 
to  be  a  rlghteoufnefs  for  their  juftification,  or  a 
condition  of  life  v  but  only  to  (hew  his  hdly  nature, 
that  will  not  have  a  lawlefs  people  i  to  fiiew  his 
great  grace,  that  condefcends  to  feek  our  fervice; 
to  grace  and  beautify  his  people,  their  chief  happi- 
Befs  conlifting  in  a  conformity  to  his  wiH ;  that  his 
people  may  get  good,  which  is  necef&rily  joined  to 
duties,  and  conneded  thereto  by  the  promifes ;  thiat 
he  may  have  fomething  to  commend  his  people  for; 
and  that  he  may  without  a  coiftplement  have  ground 
to  fay.  Well  done^  good  and  faithful  fervants  i  that 
by  tnem  he  may  have  matter  of  condemnation 
againft  the  reft  of  the  world,  who  walk  not  in  his 
commandments.  In  a  word,  he  commands,  that 
his  fovereignty  may  be  kept  up,  and  the  fenfe 
thereof  in  the  hearts  of  his  people ;  and  that,  by 
his  word  of  command,  he  may  (as  many  times  lie 
doth)  convey  ftrength  to  do  what  he  calls  to ; 
and,  in  cafe  of  (hortcoming,  to  drive  them  out 
of  themfelves,  under  a  fenfe  of  weaknefs  and  fin- 
fulnefs,  into  Jefus  Chrift,  the  end  of  the  law  for 
ftrength  to  fandlify,  as  well  as  for  righteoufncfs  to 
juftify:  For  thefe,  and  fuch  like  ends,  does  the 
Lord,  command.  And  then  the  end  that  they 
ihould  have  in  obeying,  is  not  to  fatisfy  conicienoe, 
nor  to  iatisfy  juflice,  to  purchafe  heaven,  or  the 
like  I   but  to  glorify  Goc^  to  edify  our  neighbour, 

and 
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to  teftify  our  gratitude  to  God,  .and  Chril^ 
hath  delivered  us  from  the  laW  as  a  covenant* 
rhe  promifes  of  the  law,  in  the. hand  of  Chrift, 
*  loft  their  old  covenant- form,  and  are  fiill  of 
.     The  law  of  works  promifes  eternal  life,  as  a 
aid  of  our  doing,  or  obedience ;  and  here  thie 
ard  is  a  reward  of  debt :  But  the  law^  in  the 
d  of  Chrift,  promifes  a  reward  of  grace  to  goif- 
obcdience,    efpecially  as  it  is  an  evidence  of 
in  to  him,  in  whom  all  the  promifes  are  yea 
amen.     Eternal  life  was  promifed  in  the  cch 
int  of  redemption .  to  Chrill,  upon  his  perfect 
lience,  who  paid  that  debt,  when  he  came  iin- 
the  law  of  works  for  us ;  and  now,  eternal  life 
ig  won  to  the  believer  in  Chrift,  as  the  reward 
[drift's  obedience  to  the  death,  there  is  no  other 
ard  of  debt  that  now  takes  place.    Rewards  of 
:e  are  now  come  in  fafliion,  and  this  heartens 
believer  to  live  unto  God,   that  in  the  w^ 
gofpel-obedience,  there  is  a  gracious  promife  of 
€t  communion  and  fellowihip  with  God ;  He  thai 
s  me  and  keeps  my  commandments^  I  will  love  bim 
mamfefi  myfelf  to  bim,  and  my  Fatber  will  hve 
!,  John  xiv.  21.     Here  there  is  a  fiatherly  pro- 
b  of  God's  favour  and  familiarity  with  him  $ 
ly  Aere  is  a  promife  of  heaven  itfelf,:  in  the  ,yny 
goipd  obedience,  and  iandlification :  A  rig^t  to 
ivcQ  is  purchafed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and 
believer  is  the  young  heir  of  glory ;  but  his 
leflion  of  heaven  is  fufpended  till  he  be  fit  for 
till  he  do  fome  bufinefs  for  his  Father,  and  be 
de  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  ia 
It.      Here    is  fweet  encouragement  he  hath, 
live  unto  God.    3.  The  tbreatnings  of  the  law 
[he  hand  of  Chrill  have  loft  their  old  covenant- 
form^ 
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fonxiy  quality  and  nature,  and  are  now  turned  (o 
tbreatnings  out  of  love :  There  is  no  fuch  threatning 
now  to  the  believer^  if  thou  do  not»  thou  (halt  die. 
The  penalty  of  the  law  of  works  is  condemnation  and 
eternal  death»  which  the  believer  hath  no  caufe  to 
fear,  being  dead  to  the  law,  any  more  than  a  liv- 
ing wife  needs  to  fear  the  threatning  of  her  dead 
iiufband :  There  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that 
are  in  Chrift.  He  that  believes  in  him  (hall  never 
die.  Believers  are  under  no  threatning  of  eternal 
wrath,  becaufe  under  grace.  It  is  a  high  expref- 
lion  that  blcffcd  RUTHERFORD  hath  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  Tbe  go/pel,  fays  he,  forbids  nothing  under  pain 
of  damnation  to  ajuftijied  believer^  more  than  to  Jefus 
Cbrift.  Tho*  the  fins  of  believers  deferve  hell,  and 
the  intrinfick  demerit  of  fin  is  fllll  the  fame^  yea, 
I  think  the  fins  of  believers,  being  againft  (b  much 
love  and  fo  many  mercies,  deferve  a  thoufand 
hells,  where  others  deferve  one  ;  yet  being  dead 
to  the  law,  he  hath  no  vindiAive  wrath  to  fear, 
the  blood  of  Chrift  having  quenched  the  fire  of 
God's  wrath,  Rom.  v.  9.  While  we  were  Jimiers^ 
Chrijl  died  for  us  j  and  much  more  now  being  Jufii&d 
by  his  bloody  we  are  faved  from  wrath  thro*  him. 
And  fure  he  is  not  to  fear  that  which  God  calls  him 
to  believe  he  is  faved  from.  His  flaviih  fear  there- 
fore is  from  unbelief,  which  weakens. his  hands  in 
duties.  But  now  the  law  in  the  hand  of  Chrift 
hath  threatnings  and  puni(hments,  but  they  are 
fatherly  and  loving,  A  fhort  view  of  them  you 
may  read,  PJaL  Ixxxix.  30.  If  his  children  forfake 
my  law^  and  walk  not  in  my  judgments ;  if  they  break 
my  Jlatutes^  and  keep  not  my  commandments  i  then 
will  I  vijit  their  tranfgrejfion  with  the  rod^  and 
their  iniquities  with  flripes.    Nevertbelefs^  my  loving 
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hindmfs  ^ill  not  I  utterly  take  from  him^  ^orfuffer 
my  faithfubiefs  to  fail:  My  covenant  will  I  not  break  : 
Once  have  I  fworn,  &c.  q.  d,  Tho  I  will  not  fend 
them  to  hell,  nor  deprive  them  of  heaven,  no 
Biore  than  I  will  break  my  great  oath  to  my  eter- 
nal Son;  yet,  like  a  father,  I  will  chaftifethem,  I 
will  corrcdl  them  for  their  faults,  I  will  fqueeze 
them  in  the  mortar  of  afflidlion,  and  prefs  out  the 
corrupt  juice  of  old  Adam  that  is  in  them ;  yea,  I 
will  hide  my  face,  I  will  deny  them  that  communion 
and  fellowftiip  with  me  which  fometimes  they  had, 
and  give  them  terror  inftead  of  comfort,  and  bitter- 
nefs  inftead  of  fweetnefs :  And  filial  fear  of  thefe 
fatherly  chaftifemcnts  will  do  more  to  influence 
the  believer  to  holinefs,  and  obedience,  than  all  the 
unbelieving  fears  of  hell  and  wrath  can  do.  Fear 
Icfl  he  want  the  fweetnefs  of  God's  prefence,  which 
fometimes  he  hath  had,  will  make  him  fay  to  his 
fms  and  lufls,  as  the  fig-tree  in  Jotham's  parable. 
Shall  I  leave  my  fweetnefs,  and  be  king  over  you  ? 
O,  /hall  I  leave  all  the  fweetnefs  that  I  have  en- 
joyed with  God,  and  engage  with  bafe  lufts  and 
idols  ?  And  hence,  when  the  believer  hath  gone 
ailde  and  backflidden,  what  is  it  that  brings  hinx 
back  to  God  ?  He  finds  the  Lord  breaking  him 
many  ways,  and  he  refleds  thro'  grace  upon  ihh 
fometimes,  O  how  I  am  now  deprived  of  thefe 
fwcet  blinks  that  once  I  enjoyed  ?  Therefore  I  will 
go  and  return  to  my  firft  hulband,  for  then  it 
was  better  with  me  than  now.  Yea,  his  freedom 
from  law-threatnings,  and  bjing  only  under  fatherU'' 
corrciaion,  when  he  fees  this,  it  breaks  his  heart, 
and  melts  it  more  than  all  the  fire  of  hell  could 
do.  The  flaviili  fear  of  vindidlive  wrath  difcou- 
rages  him,  and  weakens  his  hands  in  duties,  and 
Vol.  II.  N  mak« 
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makes  him  run  away  from  God ;  but  the  filial  fear 
of  fatherly  wrath,  which  is  kindly,  is  a  motive  of 
love  that  encourages  him  to  his  duty.  Which  of 
thefe  motives  think  you  will  work  up  the  believer 
to  moft  obedience,  viz.  This  legal  one,  O  my 
wrathful  judge  will  fend  me  to  hell,  if  I  do  fo  and 
fo  \  or  this  gofpel  one  ?  O  my  God  and  Father  in 
Chrift  Jefus  will  be  angry  at  me,  and  deny  me  his 
love-tokens?  I  am  fure  the  former  works  upon 
enmity,  and  raifes  it,  but  this  works  upon  love, 
and  inflames  it.  ^eji.  Ought  not  the  believer  to 
live  unto  God,  even  without  refpedt  to  the  threat- 
ning  of  fatherly  chaftifcment  and  punifhment  ?  jinf. 
No  doubt  the  more  perfect  his  obedience  is,  the 
better,  and  the  more  like  to  the  obedience  of  the 
faints  in  heaven,  where  no  chaftifcment  is  feared ; 
but  while  he  is  here,  he  carries  a  body  of  fin  about 
him,  and  needs  to  be  ftirred  up  by  fatherly  cor- 
redtion  :  He  (hould  indeed  ferve  God  purely  out  of 
love  and  refpedl  to  the  command  itfelf,  and  becaufc 
he  commands  it;  but  thus  the  matter  fl:ands,  that 
as  on  the  one  hand,  being  perfed:  in  his  head  Chrifi: 
Jefus,  it  is  not  his  duty  to  nave  refpedl  to  what  the 
law  of  works  either  promifes  or  threatens ;  fo  on 
the  other  hand,  being  imperfedl  in  himfclf  while  * 
here,  it  is  his  duty  to  have  refpedl  to  what  the  law 
in  the  hand  of  Chrift  promifes  and  threatens,  which 
indeed  is  a  loving  refpeft,  tending  to  advance  ho- 
linefs. 

4.  The  whole  form  of  the  law  as  a  covenant 
of  works,  being  thus  altered,  the  law  in  the  hand  • 
of  Chrift,  is  all  love,  all  grace,  and  fo  influences 
the  man  to  fandtification.  The  man  that  is  under 
the  covenant  of  grace,  hath  a  principle  of  grace 
within  him,  ftriving  againft  fin  3  he  hath  the  fpi- 
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it  of  grace  within  him,  caufing  him  to  walk  in 
5od*s  ftatutes ;  he  hath  the  promife  of  grace  to  be 
ufficient  for  him;  if  fin  prevail,  and  pollute  him, 
le  hath  daily  accefs  to  the  fountain  open  for  fin 
nd  uncleannefs,  to  which  he  runs :  if  his  back- 
jdings  encreafe,  he  hath  Chrift  engaged  by  pro- 
nife  to  heal  his  backilidings :  Which,  when  he 
iews  by  faith,  it  does  not  encourage  him  to  fin, 
r  he  be  in  his  wits,  but  draws  him  to  his  duty, 
ike  a  cord  of  love,  and  brings  him  back  to  his  kind 
!*ord.  In  a  word,  being  dead  to  the  law,  he  is 
Barried  to  Chrift,  who  is  like  a  green  fir-tree,  from 
vhom  all  his  fruit  is  found.  Thus  you  fee  what 
nfiuence  a  man's  being  dead  to  the  law,  hath  upon 
lis  living  unto  God.  And  thus  much  for  the  fourth 
lead  I  propofed. 

FIFTH    HEAD. 

The  Fifth  thing  in  the  method,  was  the  applica- 
ion.  Is  it  To,  ihat  being  dead  to  the  law  in  point 
f  juftification,  is  neceflary  in  order  to  living  unto 
Jod  in  point  of  fandlification?  Then,  for  informa^ 
wit  hence  we  may  fee, 

I.  That  the  dodrine  of  the  gofpel  is  not  a 
lodrine  of  licentioufnefs,  or  carnal  liberty,  how- 
ver  it  be  reproached  in  the  world;  and  if  the 
ireachers  thereof,  who  would  bring  4)fF  people  froxxi' 
be  Jaw  of  works,  and  from  their  felP-righteoufncff, 
«  reproached,  as  if  they  were  enemies  xx^  holi- 
uifty  I  will  venture  to  fay  it  with  confidence,  in  a 
)lace  where  falfhood  fhould  be  an  abominatioi, 
hat  it  is  a  vile  flander :  For  whatever  finful  weak- 
leis  and  imperfection  may  cleave  to  the  preaching 
r  pradtice  of  tlicfe,  who  defire  to  publifh  this 
ofpcl  doftrine,  yet  the  Lord  God  of  gods  is  wit- 
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ncfs,  yea,  the  Lord  God  of  gods  knows,  and  adf 
Ifrael  may  know,  and  all  whofe  eyes  God  enlighten! 
fhall  know,  that  this  doftrine  of  dyiog  to  the  law 
in  point  of  juftification,  is  a  dodlrine  according  to 
godlinefs,  and  the  very  means  of  holinefs  itfelf^  and 
of  living  unto  God.     If  this  be  Antinomianifmi  I  am 
content  to  be  called  an  Antinomian.    But  we  fee  who 
are  indeed  jintinomianSy  and  enemies  to  the  law  and 
to  holinefs,  even  all  thefe  who  oppofe  this  doctrine, 
whereby  we  give  the  law  all  the  honour  imaginable. 
Do  ive  make  void  the  law  through  faith  ?    God  forbid^ 
yca^  ive  cftahlijh  the  law ;  as  a  covenant  we  eflabliih 
it,  while  we  preach  Chrift  as  our  righteoufnefs  for 
juftification  ;    and  as  a  rule  of  holinefs  we  efiablifli 
it,  while  we  preach  Chrift  as  our  ftrength  for  fanc- 
tificatlon  of  heart  and  life.     And  they  that  do  not 
thus  honour  the  law,  do  but  difgrace  and  difhonour 
it,  and  are  truly  Antinomians^  i.  e.  enemies  to  the 
law.     And  if  this  be  called  a  newfcheme  of  dodtrinc, 
by  way  of  reproach,  though  I  confefs  it  is  a  new 
covenant  fchemey  in  oppofition  to  that  of  the  old^  ytl 
1  will  grant  to  no  man  that  it  is  new  otherwife;  fee- 
ing it  is  not  only  as  old  as  Paul  here,  but  as  old  as 
the  firft  publication  of  the  covenant  of  grace  in  pa- 
radife.     So  that  we  fee  where  it  is  that  the  reproach 
of  a  new  fcheme  ftiould  be  lodged.     I  would  have 
reproachers  to  remember  what  Paul  fays  of  this 
dodtrine  of  his.  Gal.  \.  8.  If  we^  or  an  angel  from 
heaven,  preach  another  gojpel^  let  him  be  accurfe'L 
Here  is  the  doom  of  fuch  as  preach  another  goipel» 
which  yet,  fays  the  apoftle,  is  not  another  ;    but 
there  are  feme  that  trouble  the  Lord's  people,  and 
would  pervert  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.     To  be  dead  to 
the  law,  is  not  to  turn  a  loofe  Antinomian ;  it  is  to 
Kve  unto  God. 

2.  Hence 
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2.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  the  devU  oppofcs 
the  dodrine  of  grace  fo  much,  and  cares  not  tho' 
the  law,  as  a  covenant,  be  ever  fo  much  preached 
up,  becaufe  it  is  the  gofpel  doctrine  that  tends  only 
to  true  godlinefs,  while  the  law  and  legal  doArine 
tends  to  keep  men  ftrangers  to  the  life  of  God.  The 
devil  cares  not  how  much  you  be  in  duties,  pro- 
viding you  keep  ofF  from  Chrift,  who  is  the  end 
of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs,  for  then  he  knows 
you  would  be  holy  alfo;  but  he  is  an  unholy 
devil,  and  therefore  he  oppofes  the  gofpel,  and  its 
dodlrine.  The  devil  knows  that  he  hath  a  ifure  hold 
of  you,  fo  long  as  you  have  a  hold  of  the  law  y  but 
that  he  hath  loft  you,  if  once  you  have  got  to 
Chrift  :  For  if  once  you  get  Chrift  for  juftification, 
as  having  fulfilled  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  for 
you,  then  you  will  alfo  get  him  for  fandification, 
to  fulfil  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  in  you.  The 
devil  knows,  thattho'in  feeming  holinefs  you  (hould 
be  transformed  to  an  angel  of  light,  like  himfelf,  yet 
you  lie  under  the  heavy  vengeance  of  God,  and  curfe 
of  the  law,  and  under  the  power  of  fin  too,  fo  long 
as  you  arc  under  the  law.     Therefore, 

3.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  the  moft  part  of 
the  world  are  living  to  fin,  living  to  felf,  living  to 
the  world,  living  to  the  devil  5  Why  ?  becaufe  they 
are  not  dead  to  the  law.  They  only  that  are  dead 
to  the  law,  do  live  unto  God ;  and  furely  then, 
they  that  are  alive  to  the  law,  and  not  dead  to 
it,  are  living  to  the  devil.  No  man  that  is  alive  to 
the  law,  can  be  a  holy  man,  or  a  godly  man :  Nay, 
what  is  the  reafon  of  all  the  ungodlinefs  and  nn- 
righteoufnefs,  all  the  profanity  and  wickednefs 
of  this  generation  ?  Why  ?  People  are  ftrangers  tc 
Chrift,    and    are   ftill  under  the  irritating  power 
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of  the  law,  which  is  the  ftrcngth  of  fin.  The 
world  is  crying  up  morality^  as  if  the  preachers  of 
Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs  were  enemies  to  the 
moral  law,  as  a  rule  of  holinefs ;  and  behold,  in 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  there  was  never  a 
generation  left  to  greater  immoralities  \  a  juft  puni(h- 
xnent  of  mens  defpifing  Chrift,  and  his  law-biding 
righteoufnefs,  through  the  faith  whereof  only  true 
holinefs  and  conformity  to  the  law  can  be  attained. 
O  when  the  believer  gets  to  fee  by  faith,  that  he 
hath  nothmg  to  do  with  the  law  as  a  covenant, 
this  makes  him  delight  in  the  law  of  God,  as  a 
rule  of  holinefs ;  when  he  fees  he  hath  not  a  far* 
thing  of  debt  to  pay,  either  to  the  precept,  or  thrcat- 
ning  of  the  law  as  a  covenant,  becaufe  that  debt 
was  paid  by  Chrift's  obedience  to  the  death,  this 
makes  him  find  himfelf  under  the  moft  grateful 
obligations  to  ferve  the  Lord,  in  obedience  to  his  law, 
as  a  rule;  yea,  under  a  greater  obligation  than  ever 
Adam  was  in  the  ftate  of  innocency  \  but  the  reft 
of  the  world  that  are  utter  ftrangers  to  this  freedom, 
are  in  bondage  to  the  law,  and  fo  in  bondage  to 
their  lufts. 

4.  Hence  we  may  fee  the   neceffity  of  a  law- 
work  of  convii^ion  and  humiliation,  and  how  much 
of  it  is  neceffary,  even  as  much  as  will  render  him 
dead  to  the  law,  that  he  may  live  unto  God.     So 
much  con  vision  is  neceffary,  as  will  unbottom  the 
man  from  the  covenant  of  works,  and  make  hitfi 
difclaim  his  own  righteoufnefs,  ard  cry  out,  Ui>' 
clean,  unclean,  guilty,  guilty;   that  thus  his  felf^ 
confidence  may  be  killed,  and  he  through  the  lai^ 
may  be  dead  to  the  law,  and  may  creep  under  th^ 
covert  of  the  blood  of  the  lamb,  under  the  cover* 
of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  for  juftification,  thafJ 
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^eing  dead  to  the  law^  he  may  live  unto  God. 
While  men  are  without  this  law-work,  rendering 
them  dead  to  the  law,  they  are  at  beft  but  eda- 
blifhing  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own,  which  will 
keep  them  out  of  heaven,  as  much  as  their  fins  will 
do.  And  this  makes  the  gate  of  heaven  to  be  in- 
deed a  ftrait  gate,  becaufe  many  feek  to  enter  in,  in 
a  legal  way,  and  (hall  not  be  able,  Luke  xiii.  24. 
And  this  makes  the  way  broad  that  leads  unto  hell, 
fo  broad,  that  it  lets  in  all  that  are  out  of  Chrift, 
both  the  openly  wicked,  and  the  felf-rightcous. 
There  is  but  one  way  to  heaven,  and  that  is  Chrifl : 
But  there  are  n;iany  ways  to  hell  i  efpecially  thefe 
two,  fbme  walk  in  a  more  cleanly  way  of  felf- 
lighteoufnefs,  and  others  in  a  more  dirty  way  of 
open  wickednefs,  but  both  meet  together  at  the 
end  of  the  way,  and  that  is  the  center  of  damnation. 
O  what  need,  then,  is  there  of  a  law-work,  to  con- 
vince the  wicked  of  their  fins,  and  the  felf-righteous 
of  their  need  of  a  better  righteoufnefs,  that  being 
dead  to  the  law,  they  may  live  to  God  ! 

5.  Hence  we  may  fee  whence  it  is  that  believers 
live  fo  little  to  God,  and  are  fo  untender  and  un- 
holy :  It  flows  from  this,  that  they  are  not  perfedly  * 
dead  to  the  law,  nor  perfectly  freed  from  it :  Much 
of  a  legal  fpirit  remains  3  and  the  more  that  takes 
place,  the  more  unholy  they  are.  Tho'  they  have 
ihaken  off,  in  converfion,  the  authority  of  the  co- 
venant of  works  as  a  prince,  which  is  a  great  mat- 
ter; yet  they  are  many  times  under  the  autho- 
rity thereof  as  an  ufurper,  by  reafon  of  the  old 
legal  nature,  which  is  but  partly  renewed  in  time : 
And  hence  the  voice  of  the  law  fpeaks  many  times 
in  the  believer's  confcience,  and  he  is  terrified  at 
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the  voice  of  itj  for  it  prcfumes  to  qurfe  him,  and 
to  bid  him  do,  or  elfe  be  damned  ;  and  fo  it 
vreakens  his  hands,  and  makes  him  think  God  is 
a  hard  maftcr:  Whereas  the  voice  of  the  gofpel  ia 
his  confcience,  is  the  ftill,  calm  voice,  fwecuy  in- 
treating,  and  alluring  the  heart  to  its  obedience, 
conveying  a  fecret  ftrength  to  obey,  and  making 
the  foul  delight  in  the  Lord's  way,  Song  i.  4.  Drmi 
mey  we  will  run.  But  what  flioyld  the  believer  do, 
when  the  law  comes  to  chide  him,  and  command 
him  to  obey  upon  pain  of  death,  or  to  curfe  him 
for  his  difobedience  ?  Why,  he  may  even  fay  in 
the  words  of  Lutber^  who,  upon  the  point  of 
jultification,  was  as  found  as  any  fince  his  day,  O 
LAWy  Cbriji  is  my  righteoufnefs^  my  treafure^  and 
ms  work ;  I  confefsy  O  law,  that  1  am  neither  godfy 
nor  righteous^  but  yet  this  I  am  fure  of^  that  be  is 
godly  and  righteous  for  me.  H[is  obedience  anfwered 
both  the  godlinefs  required  in  the  firft  table  of  the 
law,  and  the  righteoufnefs  required  in  the  fecond 
table.  The  believer  may  fay  to  the  law,  O  law,  I 
am  dead  to  thee,  and  married  to  another  hufbanc}, 
even  Jcfus  Chrift;  and  therefore  cannot  bring  forth 
any  children,  any  fruit,  any  ads  of  obedience  to  thy 
threatning  commands:  Bur,  behold,  I  run  to  ray 
fwcet  hufband,  who  hath  fugared  and  fweetned  the 
law,  with  a  gofpcl-drefs  and  form ;  which  giving 
ftrength  to  obey,  and  (hewing  the  believer's  free- 
dom from  the  wrath  of  God,  encourages  the  be- 
liever (?s  our  confejjion  of  faith  fpcaks)  being  free 
from  the  curfe  of  the  morul  law,  and  delivered  from 
everlafting  damnation,  to  yield  obedience  to  God, 
not  out  of  flayifli  fear,  but  a  child-like  love  and  a 
willing  mind. 

6.  Hence 
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6.  Hence  fee  how  it  is,  that  holinefs  is  neceiTary 
to  falvatu)n.     Why,  it  is  the  very  life  of  the  juftified 
man,  being  dead  to  the  law,  to  live  unto  God  :  He 
is  not  holy  that  he  may  be  juftified,  but  juftified  that 
he   may   be  holy.      I  do  not  here  meddle    with 
the  queftion,  whether  regeneration  or  juftification 
be  flrft  in  order   of  nature  ?     For  I  am  fpcaking 
mainly,  not  of  habitual  holinefs,  or  the  firft  habit 
of  grace,  but  of  adlual  holinefs,  whether  internal 
in  tne  exercife  of  grace,  or  external  in  the  perform- 
ance of  duty.     Thus  holinefs,  I  fay,  is  necefTary  to 
iklvation,  as  being  the  native,  neceiTary,  and  infe- 
parable  fruit  of  juftification,  or  dying  to  the  law  ;  it 
is  the  juftified  man's  way  of  living,  or  walking  to- 
wards heaven,     They  that  turn  the  grace  of  God 
into  wantonnefs,  pervert  the  right  end  of  grace, 
which  teaches  us  to  deny  ungodlinefs,  and  worldly 
lafts ;    and  they  that  give  up  with  the  law  as  a  rule 
of  holinefs,  becaufe  they  are,  or  think  they  are  de- 
livered fi-om  the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works,  per- 
vert the  very  end  of  that  freedom,  which  is  that 
they  may  live  unto  God ;  and  no  doubt,  many  a- 
mong  believers  themfelves  are  in  danger  of  this  fin : 
For  I  know  no  fin  but  what  a  believer  is  liable  to, 
if  he  be  left   to  himfelf     And  becaufe  many  of 
them  abufe  grace,  therefore  God  keeps  the  law- 
fpur  at  their  fide  ^  for  it  is  with  many,  as  with  dull 
lazy  horfes,  fo  long  as  the  fpur  is  in  their  fide,  they 
ride  quickly,  but  when  that  is  removed,  they  be- 
come dull  and  heavy,  and  are  ready  to  ftand  ftill : 
So  while  the   law  exadted   rigid   obedience,    and 
threatned  damnation  and  hell,  they  were  diligent, 
and  durft  not  balk  a  duty,  they  were  tender  in 
their  walk:    Put  now  being  delivered  from  this 

fpur 
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fpur  that  was  daily  pricking  their  fides,  and  feeing 
that  Chrift  hath  fatisfied  the  law,  which  now  caa 
neither  juftify  nor  condemn  them,  they  imagine  thcy^ 
have  no  more  to  fear,  and  fo  they  fin  the  more^  ancL 
live  fecurely,  inftead  of  living  foberly,  righteoufly^ 
and  godly :  This  is  a  turning  the  grace  of  God  intc^ 
wantonnefs,  and  a  perverting  of  the  very  end  olE" 
Grace.     And  if  any  child  of  God  here  be  guilty,  re — 
naember  your  father  will  not  let  you  pafs  unpunifli: — 
cd ;  tho'  he  pardon  your  fins,  yet  he  will  take  ven- — 
geance  on  your  inventions.     It  is   to  prevent  thi^3 
wantonnefs  in  fome,  that  the  fpur  is  kept  long  ii       ^ 
their  fide,  and  they  are  held  many  days  and  yearSs=r  > 
perhaps,  under  many  legal  fhakings,  fears,  doubts  zncz::^ 
tremblings,  attaining  to  very  little  of  any  chcerfuC  —1 
gofpel-obedience  J  for  the  law  cannot  work  that.^   ' 
And  this  leads  me  to  another  inference. 

7.  Hence,  from  this  dodlrine,  we  may  fee,  tha^^  ^ 
the  law  can  neither  juftify  nor  fandlify  a  finner  h- 
it  cannot  juftify  him,  for  he  muft  be  dead  to  it  ii*:^ 
point  of  juftification  ;   it  cannot  fanftify  him,  fona^ 
he  never  lives  unto  God  till  he  be  dead  to  the  law^--- 
On  the  one  hand,  by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  no--^ 
fle(h  living  can  be  juftified.    Why  ?  Becaufc  you  are=* 
dead  in  fin  by  nature,  and  can  do  nothing  that  the- — 
law  requires,  in  the  way  that  it  requires  it ;  and — - 
though  you  would  do  any  thing,  yet  your  doing  is^^ 
imperfeft,  but  the  law  requires  perfeftion  5    yea^.^ 
though  you  could  obey  the  law  perfedly  for  thc^ 
time  to  come,  that  will  not  make  amends  for  for — 
mer  faults,  there  muft  be  fatisfadion  5    yea,  fup- 
pofe  it  were   poflible  that   you   could  do  all  this^ 
and  that  from   your  cradle  to  your  grave  you  ne- 
ver finned,  and  were   as  free  of  original  fin,  and 
had  as  good  a  nature  as  ever  Pclagius  thought  any 
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had,  and  ftrength  to  keep  the  law,  and  did  aflaally 
keep  it  perfcdlly  from  your  youth  up,  yet  the  law 
of  works  is  broken  in  Adam^  in  him  we  all  finned, 
and  that  one  fin  is  enough  to  damn  the  whole  world, 
and  would  do  fo,  if  Chrlfl  did  not  redeem  from  the 
guilt  thereof.     On  the  other  hand,  the  law  cannot 
fanflify  any,  it  works  wrath,  and  when  the  conti- 
mandment  comes,  fin  revives ;  it  is  the  miniflration 
of  death  every  way,  as  I  faid  before,     ^tfejl.  If  it 
can  neither  juflify  nor  fandtify,  what  ufe  is  it  for  ? 
jinfw.  It  is  for  many  noble  ufes,  both  to  the  rege- 
nerate and  unregenerate :  To  the  unregenerate,  it  is 
of  ufe  to  convince  him  of  fin,  to  break  up  the  fal- 
low ground  of  the  heart ;    to  be  a  fchoolmafler  to 
lead  to  Chrifl,  by  convincing  him  of  his  abfolute 
need  of  a  furety,  and  of  his  undone  flate  without 
Chrifl.     And  to  the  regenerate,  it  is  of  ufe  to  make 
him  highly  efleem  Cbrift,  whofe  righteoufnefs  an- 
fwers  the  law  both  in  its  commands  and  threatnings; 
and  it  ferves  to  give  him  a  daily  convidion  of  fin ; 
and  that  the  man  niay  more  and  more  prize  the 
pardon  of  fin,  and  feck  daily  unto  the  Lord  for  par- 
doiling  and  fanftifying  grace :  Alfo  to  let  him  fee 
the  intrinfical  demerit  of  fin,  while  he  fees  hell 
threatned  againft  it  in  that  covenant  ^  and  thereupon 
may  fear  to  offend  that  God,  who  is  a  confuming 
fire,  fo  as  he  may  worfhip  him  with  reverence  and 
godly  fear;  not  with  a  flavifh  fear,  that  he  fhall  be 
fent  to  hell,  which  is  impoflible,  that  is  not  his  duty  ; 
he  may  have  the  over-awing  fear  and  apprehenfion 
of  hell,but  fhould  not  have  a  flavifh  fear  of  it :  This 
fear  of  it  he  fhould  not  have,  but  the  faith  of  it  he 
ought  to  have,  and  many  times  needs  to  have  it,  to 
deter  him  from  fin,  which  of  its  own  nature  leads 
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to  dedruAion ;  as  a  man  that  is  bound  with  a  great 
chain  to  a  ftake  on  the  top  of  a  high  tower,  though 
he  cannot  but  know,  that  by  reafon  of  the  chain, 
he  is  fure  enough  5  yet  when  he  looks  over  the 
battlement,  and  fees  the  dreadful  precipice,  he  is 
afraid  of  going  near  the  edge  of  the  battlement. 
It  is  certain,  that  believers,  when  they  know  not 
that  they  are  under  grace,  may  unwarrantably  ap» 
ply  to  themfelves  the  fentence  of  the  law;  unwar- 
rantably, I  fay,  becaufe  there  is  no  condemnation 
to  them  that  are  in  Chrift ;  yet  God  may,  for 
holy  ends,  fuffer  his  confcience  to  be  troubled  with 
the  fear  of  condemnation,  that  being  humbled,  he 
may  make  the  more  ufe  of  Chrift  for  righteoufnefs 
and  ftrength.  In  a  word,  the  commands  of  the 
law,  not  formerly  as  a  covenant,  but  materially  as 
a  rule  of  life,  ferve  to  be  an  aftive  directory  for  his 
walk ;  and  whoever  walks  according  to  this  rule, 
peace  be  on  them,  and  on  all  the  Ifrael  of  God^ 
&c.  Thus  it  is  of  a  manifold  ufe,  tho'  it  can  neither 
juftify  nor  fandify,  which  only  the  grace  of  the 
gofpcl  can  do. 

8.  Hence  fee  what  a  myftery  to  the  world  reli- 
gion is,  and  the  difference  betwixt  God*s  judgiiient 
and  man'?.  Man  thinks,  to  be  dead  to  the  law,  is 
the  way  to  live  in  fin  ;  but  God's  word  tells  us; 
that  to  be  dead  to  the  law,  is  the  way  to  live  unto 
God :  Why  ?  here  is  a  myftery,  a  holy  riddle.  And 
are  we  decrying  holincfs,  when  we  preach  in  this 
apoftolical  ftrain  ?  God  forbid;  nay,  we  declare 
unto  you  in  the  name  of  God,  that  the  way  to  be 
truly  holy,  is  to  lay  afide  your  falfe  legal  holinefs  j 
the  way  to  be  truly  righteous,  is  to  lay  afide  yoqr 
legal  righteoufnefs:  Yea,  I  tell  you,  firs,  that  even 
in  point  of  fanftification,  Except  ,ycur  righteoufnefs 
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fKcetd  the  rigbteoujhefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pbarifees^ 

ytmjball  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God-,  and  yoii 

know,  they  made  long  prayers,  they  fafted  twice 

a  week,  and  gave  alms  of  all  that  they  poiTed  >   and 

ibme  of  them  were,  touching  the  law,  bkmelefst 

and  could  fay,  All  thefe  things  have  I  done  from 

my  youth  up ;    and  yet  I  fay,  Unlefs  your  holinefs 

exceed  their  holinefs,  you  {hall  never  enter  into  the 

kingdom  of  God.     And  ttU  your  unrighteous  righ- 

teoafnefs,  and  unholy  holinefs,  be  cried  down  ia 

your  heart,  and  the  perfedt  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl: 

cried  up,  true  holinefs  you  (hall  never  have.     Was 

Ghrift  a  friend  to  publicans  and  harlots  ?  or,  did  he 

approve  of  their  fills,  when  he  faid  to  thefe  Pbarifees^ 

Publicans  and  barhts  go  into  tbe  kingdom  of  God  be-- 

fire  you?    Mat.  xxi.  31.     O  beware  of  fuch  blaf- 

phemous  thoughts  of  a  holy  Jefus ;  nay,  fo  far  from 

that,  that  we  may  hence  gather  his  abhorrence  of 

their  fins ;  only  he  would  give  us  to  know,  that  if 

iin  keep  them  out  of  heaven,  as  much  and  more 

will  felf- righteoufnefs  keep  out  the  Pbarifecy  who 

muft  be  rid  of  his  righteoufnefs,    as  well  as   his 

fins,  before  he  gets  there.     O  but  religion  is  a 

myftery  I  to  be  dead  to  the  law,  in  order  to  live 

unto  God. 

9.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  miferable  ftate  of  thefe 
that  are  alive,  and  the  happy  ftate  of  thefe  that  are 
dead  to  the  law.  Their  ftate  is  miferable  that  are 
alive  to  the  law ;  for  though  they  have  a  name  to 
live,  yet  they  are  dead,  legally  dead,  bound  over 
to  the  wrath  of  God,  and  under  the  curfe  of  the 
law  5  fpiritually  dead  in  fin ;  having  no  holinefs,  no 
godlinefs  acceptable  to  God  through  Jefus  Chrift : 
If  they  be  any  way  awakened,  and  feek  life  by 
the  law,  and  the  works  thereof,  what  a  madnefs 
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is  this  to  feek  the  living  among  the  dead  ?  or  to 
feek  help  where  it  cannot  be  had  ?  God  hath  laid 
all  our  help  upon  Chrift,  and  it  is  impoiTible  to  find 
juftification  or  fanftification  any  where  elfe.  But 
on  the  other  hand,  their  ftate  is  happy  who  are 
dead  to  the  law;  for, though  they  be  dead,  yet  they 
live ;  they  live  a  life  of  juftification,  and  a  life  of 
fan^ification  thereupon  ;  toeing  dead  to  the  law, 
they  live  unto  God.  O  what  a  mercy  is  it,  if  God 
hath  awakened  your  confciences,  convinced  you  of 
fin  and  felf-righteoufnefs,  and  brought  you  off  from 
the  law!  You  fee  your  extreme  guilt,  vileneis^ 
bafenefs,  and  wickednefs,  and  it  may  be  are  groan- 
ing under  the  fenfe  thereof;  but  God  may  have  a 
glorious  defign  in  this,  to  bring  you  more  and  more 
off  from  the  law,  and  from  any  confidence  in  the 
fle(h,  that  you  may  build  upon  a  better  foundation, 
and  be  married  to  a  better  hufband,  even  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  that  you  may  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God. 

lo.  Hence  fee  the  malignity  of  a  legal  fpirit:  If 
we  muft  be  dead  to  the  law,  that  we  may  live  unto 
God,  then  a  legal  fpirit  and  temper  muft  be  a  wic- 
ked and  ungodly  fpirit :  It  is  an  Ignorant  fpirit ;  if 
they  were  not  ignorant  of  God's  righteoufnefs,  they 
would  never  eftablifti  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own ; 
but  they  are  ignorant  of  the  perfection  of  his  law, 
the  terror  of  his  juftice,  the  feverity  of  his  tribunal, 
and  of  their  own  natural  weaknefs  and  wickednefs, 
otherwife  they  would  not  dare  to  make  any  thing  a 
ground  of  their  acceptance  with  God,  except  the 
blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  his  Son.  It  is  a  proud 
fpirit,  that  will  not  let  grace  be  exalted,  but  puts 
Jelf  in  the  throne  of  Chrift,  and  his  righteoufnefs 
It  is  zfltby  and  abominable  fpirit^  and  pollutes  the 

man 
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man  more  and  more  s  and  God  abhors  it,  as  that 
"which  cx)ntradids  his  mod  glorious  defign.  And 
it  is  a  damning  fpirit,  if  he  be  not  removed  ;  JRtt 
the  wicked  Jhdll  be  turned  into  hell:  And  this  man 
continues  wicked  ftill,  even  under  the  pretence  of 
holincis;  he  is  wicked  and  ungodly  ftilli  for  he 
lives  to  himfelf,  but  not  to  God ;  for  it  is  only  thefe 
that  are  dead  to  the  law,  who  live  unio  God.  I 
proceed  to  an 

Use  of  Examination.  Try  your  ftate  then,  my 
brethren :  You  (hould  try  after,  as  well  as  before  a 
'  communion  ;  and  there  are  two  things  you  fhould 
try  here,  i.  Whether  you  be  dead  to  the  law  in 
point  of  juftification  ?  2.  Whether  you  be  living  to 
the  law,  or  living  to  God  in  point  of  fanftification  ? 
Two  as  neceflary  points  as  are  in  all  divinity,  and 
fodi  as  are  of  the  utmoft  concern  in  time,  and  thro* 
eternity. 

I.  Try  whether  you  be  dead  to  the  law  in  point 
of  juftification.  I  might  here  tell  you  marks  of 
tbcfc  that  are  alive  to  the  law,  and  then  marks  of 
thcfc  that  are  dead  to  the  law ;  but  feeing  thefe 
will  coincide,  I  join  them  together.  I  (hall  not 
mltiply  marks,  but  you  may  try  by  thefe  follow- 
ing, 1.  The  man  that  is  dead  to  the  law,  hath  got 
a  fight  of  himfelf  in  the  glafs  of  the  law,  and  of 
his  natural  legal  temper.  Some  think  they  have 
a  good  heart  to  God,  and  they  can  do  fo  and  fo ; 
hut  the  believer,  dead  to  the  law,  fees  his  heart 
the  worft  piece  in  or  about  him,  and  that  he  can- 
not believe,  he  cannot  repent,  he  cannot  mortify 
fin ;  corruption  is  like  the  giants  of  y^nak.  The 
toan  fees  he  is  vile,  with  Joij  behold  I  am  vile. 
In  every  duty,  in  praying,  communicating,  behold 
lam  vile!  He  fees  himfelf,  and  he  fees  his  own 
3  legal 
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legal  temper.  The  man  that  is  alive  to  the  law 
never  fees  his  legal  temper,  nqr  his  ftrong  inclinkti- 
on  to  felf-righteoufnefs :  The  believer  fees  and  finds 
fomething  of  this,  even  after  he  is  made  a  gofpel- 
faint;  but  the  legalifts  never  fee  it  What,  fay 
they.  Would  you  have  us  Papijls?  Bleffcd  be  God^ 
we  are  better  inftrudted,  we  have  no  merit,  our 
righteoufnefs  is  rags  ;  and  yet,  after  all,  there  is  a 
fecret  trufting  in  their  own  righteoufnefs,  they  ne- 
ver fee  themfelves  leaning  upon  themfelves.  Hath 
it  ever  been  one  exercife  to  you,  how  to  be  rid  of 
your  fins  ?  And  another,  how  to  be  rid  of  your 
righteoufnefs?  2.  The  man  that  is  dead  to  the 
law,  is  tired  out  of  it :  May  be,  he  hath  been  con- 
vinced of  fin,  and  thereupon  falling  to  the  law, 
to  this  and  the  other  duty  ;  O  I  deferve  hell,  for 
my  fin  is  great :  Well,  he  endeavours  to  make  a- 
mends,  and  to  find  peace :  and  fo  he  runs  to  prayer, 
and  preaching,  thinking  he  will  get  peace  j  he  re- 
pents, he  relolves;  and  wo  to  the  man  that  finds 
all  his  peace  there,  without  going  fiirther.  But, 
behold,  the  man  whom  God  fhews  mercy  to,  he 
goes  on  in  thefe  duties,  but  finds  no  peace,  no  rcA, 
no  fatisfadion;  he  is  tired  out  of  it,  his  foul  finks 
with  difcouragement,  and  languifhes,  and  hangs 
down  the  head ;  and  God  thus  unbottoms  the  man 
of  himfelf :  Whereas,  he  that  is  alive  to  the  lawr, 
he  that  takes  up  his  reft  and  comfort  in  his  duty, 
he  hath  the  fear  of  wrath  to  come,  and  then  he 
runs  to  duty,  the  duty  gives  him  cafe,  he  is  re- 
lieved, all  is  well ;  as  a  huiband  comforts  his  dl- 
flrefs'd  wife,  fo  obedience  to  the  law  comforts  him, 
and  the  law  heals  him ;  it  is  the  law  that  throws 
him  down,  and  it  is  the  law  that  raifes  him  up  a- 
gain :  Whereas,  the  man  that  is  dead  to  the  taw, 

tho* 
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\o  the  law  terrify,  yet  it  is  not  the  law  that  fa- 
sfics  him  again.  3.  The  man  that  is  dead  to  the 
iw,  knows  what  it  is  to  adt  from  Chrift  as 
is  principle,  and  to  him  as  his  end  ;  he  knows 
.'hat  it  is  to  perform  duty  from  a  borrowed  ftrength : 
The  Icgalift  may  indeed  fpeak  foundly,  and  fay, 
ic  can  do  nothing  of  himfelf  without  Clirift  j  and 
'ct  he  reads,  prays,  preaches,  hears,  commimi- 
ates,  and  does  all,  as  if  he  had  the  power  in  his 
)wn  hand.  Let  a  man  have  ever  fuch  an  ortho- 
dox head,  if  he  be  not  a  believer  in  Chrift,  he 
is  Anninian  and  Pelagian  all  over,  he  knows  not 
his  own  weaknefs,  he  looks  not  up  for  immediate 
influences  :  And  as  felf  is  his  principle,  fo  to  felf  he 
afts  as  bis  end.  As  he  that  is  joined  to  Chrift  brings 
forth  children,  or  fruit  unto  Chrift ;  io  he  that  is 
joined  to  the  law,  brings  forth  children  to  the  law. 
He  does  duty,  it  may  be,  to  hufh  the  clamours  of 
confcience,  and  give  it  eafe,  to  keep  himfelf  out 
of  hell,  for  he  hath  no  will  to  be  damn'd,  and 
for  the  like  ends.  The  believer  being  dead  to  the 
law,  cannot  perform  duty,  but  by  borrowed  ftrength ; 
iccan  do  nothing  till  a  gale  of  the  Spirit  come;  he 
:annot  bring  forth  children,  till  the  fpirit  of  God 
icgct  them  in  his  foul :  No,  no,  every  adl  of  grace 
lows  from  a  creating  power  ;  and  when  he  ads, 
lie  love  of  Chrift  efpecially,  and  defire  of  com- 
lunion  and  fellowfhip  with  God,  conftrain  him, 
fid  the  glopy  of  God  in  Chrift  is  his  great  end. 
.  The  believer  that  is  dead  to  the  law  hath 
ilifying  thoughts  of  all  he  docs  -,  the  legalift  over- 
dues  his  duties.  Wherefore  have  v/e  fafted,  and 
lou  haft  not  feen  ?  Wherefore  have  we  prayed, 
id  thou  haft  not  heard  ?  They  challenge  God  as 
he  were  unjuft,  for  not  giving  them  what  they 
Vol.  IL  O  merit. 
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merit.      God^   I  thank  tbee^   faid  the  Pbarifee^  I 
am  not  as  other  men ;  It  was  like  a  proud  boaft- 
ing  of  what  he  had  done :  But  let  the  believer  fpend 
days  and  nights  in  prayer,  and  that  with  much 
liberty  and  enlargement,  yet  the  refult  of  the  work 
is,  O  my  righteoufnefs  is  filthy  rags,  a  menftruous 
cloth  ;  Wo  to  me,  if  I  be  not  found  in  Chrift,  for 
my  bed  duties  deferve  damnation :  I  find  my  pray- 
ing, my  worftiipping,  my  communicating  full  of 
atheifm,  unbelief,  formality  and  hypocrify.     The 
legalifl  over-rates  his  duties ;  he  thinks   more  of 
what  he  hath  done,  than  of  what  Chrift  bath  done, 
and  more  of  his  praying  on  earth  than  of  Chrift's 
pleading  in  heaven ;  he  thinks  more   of  his  tears 
than  of  Chrift's  blood ;  he  is  proud  of  his  humility, 
and  never  duly  humbled.     5.  The  believer  that  is 
dead  to  the  law,  fo  far  as  he  is  dead  thereto,  his  | 
complaints  and  his  comforts  move  in  a  gofpel  chan- 
nel.    The  legalift  will  complain  more  for  want  of 
holinefs,  than  for  want  of  Chrift :  Seeing  he  hath  - 
taken  up  with  a  felf-righteoufnefs,  it  is  his  aU,  it 
is  his  happinefs,  it  is  his  huft)and,  it  is  his  God  i 
and  when  it  is  wanting,  he  cannot  but  be  troubled. 
But  the  language  of  the  man  dead  to  the  law,  is, 
O  for  Chrift !  O  for  a  day  of  power !  O  to  be 
wrapt  up  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  to  get  an  om- 
nipotent power,  determining  me  to  comply  with 
the  gofpel  offer !  His   comforts  move  in  a  gofpel 
channel ;  whereas  the  legalift  finds  comfort  in  law- 
works,  even  in  all  his  extremities  in  time.     In  the 
profpedt  of  trouble,    what  comforts  him  ?    Even 
this,  that  he  hath  done  many  good  duties;    he 
wraps  up  himfelf  in  a  garment  of  his  own  weav- 
ing.    Under  challenges  of  confcience,  that  com- 
forts him,  and  gives  him  peace.   He  even  covers 

himfelf 
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himfelf  with  the  fame  robe.  In  the  profpeft  of 
judgment,  what  comforts  him,  and  gives  him  peace  ? 
Why,  he  hopes  God  will  be  merciful  to  him,  becaufo 
he  hath  had  a  good  profeflion,  and  faid  many  good 
prayers,  and  done  many  good  duties.  Bur,  O  lorry 
peace  maker  ;  the  only  thing  that  gives  a  believer 
peace  and  eale  in  thcfe  cafes,  is  the  law  biding  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift,  under  which  he  defires  to  fhroud 
himfelf }  he  flees  to  the  blood  of  Chrift,  O  I  am 
undone,  anlefs  my  foul  be  wrapt  up  in  the  mantle 
of  Chrift's  pcrfe(ft  righteoufriefs ;  I  defire  to  be 
found  in  him  \  upon  this  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  do 
I  venture  my  foul  5  I  haVe  no  (hift  but  this.  The 
legalift,  I  faid,  comforts  himfelf  in  all  his  extremi- 
ties with  the  law,  till  the  laft  extremity  come,  and 
then  he  finds  himfelf  cheated :  And  hence,  O 
what  a  mercy  is  it,  that  the  Lord  drains  a  man 
of  his  legal  comfort,  that  he  may  unhinge  him  off 
the  law,  and  off  his  felf-confidence !  Oft-times, 
when  God  is  bringing  home  his  eledt,  he  makes  all 
the  common  work  they  had  before  to  difappear. 
It  may  be  they  had  a  profeffion,  were  morally  fe- 
rious,  they  had  zeal,  prayed  with  life,  heard  with 
afFedion  ;  but  behold  now  all  the  ftreams  of  com- 
mon influences  are  dried  up ;  the  poor  foul  finds 
he  cannot  pray,  he  cannot  (hed  a  tear,  tho*  he  (hould 
be  caft  into  hell  5  )ea,  he  cannot  think  a  right 
thought,  tho'  it  Ihould  bring  him  to  heaven ;  nay, 
he  finds  his  heart  hardned  like  a  devil,  and  Ills  mind- 
bemifted  with  the  darknefs  of  hell.  Why,  this  is 
all  in  love,  to  drive  him  out  of  himfelf,  and  out  of 
the  law,  to  the  dear  Son  o\  God.  6.  TThe  believer 
that  is  dead  to  the  law,  is  content  to  have  his  righ- 
teoufnefs tried,  and  compared  with  the  pertedt 
law.     As  Chrift  is  the  Lord  his  righteoufnefs,  and 
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this  he  knows  is  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  de- 
mands and  commands  of  the  law/ and  he  is  not 
alhamed  of  this  righteoufnefs,  but  glories  in  it :  fo, 
as  to  his  works  of  holinefs,  whatever  ibortcoming 
he  is  fenfible  of,  yet  he  is  content  to  be  tried  with 
the  cleared  Light.  Let  omnifciency  defcend,  and 
make  a  critical  fearch;  Search  mey  O  God^  and  fee 
if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me^  and  lead  me  in  the 
way  everlafting :  I  do  not  love  to  die  with  a  lye  in 
my  right-hand  >  let  all  the  inward  corners  of  my 
heart  be  laid  open  before  me  ;  I  am  fatisfied  to 
know  if  I  have  a  lawfiil  hqfband,  or  not,  if  Chrift 
be  my  hufband,  or  not :  He  is  content  to  be  tried. 
But  the  legal ift|  the  man  that  is  alive  to  the  law, 
a  fearching-fermon  is  uneafy  to  him,  a  gofpel-fer- 
mon  he  cannot  abide,  a  narrow  trial  he  cannot  en- 
dure; he  thinks  that  the  minifter  is  toa  impartial 
to  caft  us  all  to  hell ;  he  hath  ftolen  goods,  and 
therefore  dreads  the  light.  Yea,  7.  The  man  that 
is  dead  to  the  law,  he  hath  got  a  foul*  humbling 
fight  and  view  of  the  glory  of  Chrift's  righteouf- 
nefs, that  made  him  quit  with  all  his  legal  rags  as 
lofs  and  dung ;  even  as  the  ftars  evaniih  out  of  fight 
when  the  fun  arifcs.  O  hath  Chrift's  glory  ever 
(hined  into  your  heart,  my  brethren,  and  nude 
you  fee  thoufands  of  worlds  to  be  nothing  to  hini, 
thoufands  of  righteoufnefies  of  men  and  angels  to 
be  nothing  to  his  ?  Have  you  feen  an  utter  impof-r* 
Ability  of  obtaining  God's  favour  by  any  rignte- 
oufnefs  of  yours  ?  and  fuch  a  fure  ground  of  ob- 
taining God's  favour  here,  that  your  foul  hath  been 
made  to  renounce  all  other  ways  of  acceptance,  and 
to  fee,  admire,  and  rejoice  in  the  glory  of  this  way, 
and  to  approve  of  it,  as  a  device  worthy  of  God, 
and  fuitable  to  you  ?  And  have  you  found  red  here  ? 

It 
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It  is  good.     The  legalift  is  a  ftranger  to  fuclrfaving 
vie^/8  of  the  glory  of  Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs, 
having  never  got  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation 
in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift.     8.  The  man  that  is 
dead  to  the  law^  is  in  love  with  the  dodtrine  of  the 
gofpel ;  how  beagtiful  upon  the  mountains,  fo  tbentj 
are  the  feet  of  thefe  that  preach  the  glad  tjdings  of 
peace?    Whereas,    he   that   is    alive  to   the    law 
always  fufpedls  the  dodlrine  of  the  gofpel,  as  if  it 
were  leading  him  away  from  the  law,  and  away 
from  holinefs :  Here  is  a  mark  that  well  may  find 
out  a  pharifaical  generation  5  they  fufpcdt  the  doc- 
trine of  Chrift,    and    his    righteoufnefs,    as  if  it 
were  a    dodlrine    tending    to    licentioufneft,    and 
oppofition  to  the  law ;  a   fign  they  never  felt  the 
power  of  the  gofpel  upon  their  hearts,  other  wife 
they  would  feel  the  revelation  of  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift,  from  faith  to  faith,  to  be  the  power  of 
God    to  their  falvation ;    they   would    find,  that 
never  are  they  fo  much  difpofcd  to  holy  duties,  as 
when  they  are  under  the  influences  of  the  fpirit  of 
faith  difcovering  the  glory  of  Chrift,  and  his  ric;h- 
teoufnefs  to  them :  But  an  ignorant  generation,  that 
knows   not   the  power  and  virtue   of  the  gofpel, 
ftill  fufpefts  it  as  contrary  to  the  law.    This  was 
the  falfe  charge  againft  Chrift  of  old,  and  againft 
Stepben^  Adls  vi.  1 8.  and  againft  Pauly  from  which 
'therefore  he  many  times  vindicates  himfelf.     See 
jtSfs  xviii.  13.     9.  The  man  that  isdead  to  the  law ^ 
can,  in  fome   meafure,    put  a   difference  betwixt 
Chrift  and  a  frame :  Whereas,  he  that  is  alive  to 
the  law,  can  never  diftinguifti  betwixt  Chrift  in 
duty,  and  a  frame  in  duty.     I  know  this  is  a  hard 
queftion.  How  (hall  we  know  the  diflference  be- 
twixt Chrift  in  duty,  and  a  frame  in  duty  ?  Fll  f^iv 
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in  a  word,  the  man    that    hath  only  a  frame  in 
duty,  and  not  Chrift  in  it,  he  is  only  pleafed  with 
his  frame,  his  tears,  his  enlargements ;    he  makes 
that   his  righteoufnefs^    he   is  content  with  that, 
and  exalted  with  that,  and  now  thinks  all  is  well : 
But  he  that  hath  Chrift  in  duty,  and  not  a   frame 
only,  he  is  ready  to  cry,  O  I  would  have  Chrift! 
I  would  have  Chrift  !  None  but  Chrift  !  none  but 
Chrift  1  Tears  will  not  do ;  my  own    heart  hath 
deceived  me  a  thoufand   times ;  I  find  my  tears 
do  not  wafti  me,  my  frame  does  not  fanftify  me; 
this  flowing  of  affedion  may  be  but  a  natural  thing, 
it  will  not  do;  it  is  Chrift  I  want,  nothing  but  his 
blood  can  wafli  me  ;  nothing  but  this  blood  can  pa- 
cify  his   confcience;    nothing  but  fome  views  of 
Chrift  can  give  him  folid  quiet.     A  fweet  frame 
may  indeed  be  the  chariot,    in  which  Chrift  may 
ride  towards  the  foul ;   but  the  gofpel  believer  is  not 
fo  much  taken  up  with  the  chariot,  as  with  the 
glorious  king  that  rides  in  it.     lo.   The  man  that 
is  dead  to  the  law^  is  dead  to  (in  ;  fin  hath  not  do- 
minion over  him,  becaufe  he  is  not  under  the  law^ 
but  under  grace.     The  views  of  Chrift  arc  of  ^ 
transforming  nature  5   beholding  his  glory,  wc  arc 
changed.     It  is  true,  here  the  belieVcr  fears  moft 
of  all,  becaufe  of  his  Ihort  coming  in  point  of  fanc« 
xification,  and  mortification  of  fin,   becaufe  he  finds 
iniquity  prevailing  againft  him.    And  how  is  it  truft 
that  fin  hath  not  dominion  over  him,  he  not  beinz 
under  the  law,  but  under  grace  ?  Why  ?  Sin  hath 
no  righteous  nor  lawful  dorpinion  over  believers  ^ 
the  firfr  huft)and  is  dead,  and  they  are  married  to 
Chrid  the  fccond  huft)and:   and  therefore  they  are 
not  debtors  to  the  flcfh.     Tho*  ftill  the  flcfti  craves 
them  to  obey  it,  yet  it  hath  no  juft  power  fi>  to 
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lo  I  Sin's  juft  authority  is  exaudtorated ;  and  Chrifl, 
3y  iatisfying  the  law,  which  is  the  ftrength*  of  fiiij 
bath  condemned  fin  in  the  flefh.  Sin  hath  a  fort 
!)f  right  to  reign  in  wicked  men,  and  thefe  that  are 
inderthelaw;  but  none  in  the  believer,  who  is 
lelivered  from  the  law,  which  is  the  ftrength  of 
in :  Tho'  it  actually  exercife  authority,  yet  it  is  but 
m  ufurped  authority ;  as  fin  hath  no  power  nor 
luthority  to  condemn  the  foul  that  is  in  Chrift, 
b  it  hath  no  authority  to  reign ;  and  fin  (hall  never 
eign  unto  death  over  them,  Rom.  v.  Iq/i.  And  the 
)eliever  that  hath  caft  off  the  authority  of  fin,  as 
)eing  no  more  his  lawful  king^  may  complain  of 
ts  unjufi:  opprefiion,  and  plead  with  a  righteous 
[jody  that  the  power  of  fin  may  be  more  and  more 
>roken,  and  fo  it  (hall  be.  But  the  legalift^  who  is 
ilive  to  the  law,  in  regard  that  he  is  both  under  the 
:omnruinding  and  condemning  power  of  the  law, 
is  alfo  under  the  commanding  and  condemning 
power  of  fin.  The  law  commands  him,  and  he 
obeys  it  as  bis  Lord ;  and  fin  commands  him  alfo, 
and  he  obeys  it  too,  and  makes  his  legal  duties  a 
plaifter  to  cure  his  confcience  of  his  fin,  like  Lenvis 
XI.  of  France^  who  would  fwear  a  bloody  oath, 
and  for  a  pardon  kifs  a  crucifix,  and  fwear  again, 
and  kifs  it  again,  and  fo  runs  the  round.  How- 
ever,  the  believer  is  delivered  from  the  power  of 
the  law,  and  the  power  of  fin  too ;  having  caft 
off  the  law  as  a  covenant^  and  finding  nothing  fa- 
tisfy  and  ftill  his  confcience,  bat  die  blood  and 
rignteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  that  fatisfies  divine  juf^ 
tice.  As  in  this  way  he  finds  reft  firom  the  curfe 
of  the  law,  fo  alfo  fome  reft  from  the  rule  and  do- 
inmkm  ol  fin;  the  faith  of  God's  love  in  Chrift 
fmrUies  the  )»9S^  and  kills    his  natural  enmity, 
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infomuch  that  he  can  attcft,  to  his  fwcet  expe- 
rience, that  the  faith  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift 
is  fo  far  from  leading  him  to  licentioufnefs  of  life, 
or  encouraging  lazinefs,  that  he  finds  it  the  hotted 
fire  in  the  world  to  melt  his  heart  for  fin,  and 
the  flrongeft  cord  in  the  world  to  bind  him  to  duty* 
while  the  love  of  God  is  fhed  abroad  upon  hini^ 
Try  by  thefe  things  if  you  be  dead  to  the  lavr  - 
In  a  word,  if  you  be  dead  to  the  law,  then  yoi^ 
will  be  living  unto  God  j  /  through  the  law,  at^ 
dead  to  the  law,  &c.  He  is  led  fweetly  to  th^ 
Jaw  as  a  rule  of  life. 

Sluejl.  How  fhall  I  know  if  I  be  living  unto  God  ^ 
This  leads  me  to  the  other  part  of  the  examination. 

Secondly^  Try  if  you  be  living  unto  God,  Hav^- 
ing  inlarged  fo  much  upon  the  preceeding  head, 
and  having  offered  feveral  particulars  upon  this  head 
already  in  the  dodtrinal  part,  which  may  be  im- 
proved by  way  of  trial  j  therefore  Til  offer  you  but 
thefe  two  marks  of  this.  i.  If  you  be  living  unto 
God,  then  the  fpirit  of  God  will  be  the  chief  prin- 
ciple of  your  life  ;  The  water  that  I  Jhall  give  him 
(John  iv.  14.)  Jha/I  be  in  him  a  well  of  water jpring^ 
ing  up  to  everlafting  life*  The  man  hath  not  only 
the  water  within  him,  the  graces  of  the  fpirit  j  but 
the  well  itfelf,  the  fpirit  himfelf  dwelling  in  him. 
And  as  we  know  a  fpring-well,  by  feeing  the 
water  bubbling  up ;  fo  a  man  may  know  he  hath 
the  fpirit,  by  the  bubbling  up  of  this  water  now 
and  then.  None  have  a  life  unto  God,  but  thefe 
that  have  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  in  them,  caufing 
them  to  walk  in  his  flatutes ;  for  where  the  fpi- 
rit of  life  is,  he  is  a  fpirit  of  faith,  and  a  fpirit  of 
love  i  a  fpirit  of  faith,  leading  the  man  to  the  obe- 
dience of  £uth ;  which  fets  him  to  duty  firom  the 
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authority  of  God,  and  in  a  dcpendancc  upon  Chrift, 
both  as  his  ftrength  for  afliftance,  and  as  his  righ- 
teoufnefs  for  acceptance  in  the  performance  thereof: 
A  fpirit  of  love,  leading  the  man  to  the  obedience 
of  love  ;  and  this  obedience  makes  a  man  ferve 
like  a  Ion,  and  not  like  a  flave^   and  makes  the 
fcrvicc  fweet  and  pleafant,    i  John  v.  3.   Tits  is 
the  love  of  God^  that  we  keep  bis  commandments^  and 
bis  commandments  are  not  grievous.     This^  makes 
the  believer's  obedience  while  he  lives  unto  God^ 
a  myftery  to  the  v^rorld,  who  reckon  it  a  burden  to  . 
Iceep  the  fabbath,  a  burden  to  wait  on  ordinances^ 
a  burden  to  perform  duties.     Why  ?  On  the  other 
Jband,  when  the  believer  is  mounted  up  in  the  cha« 
riot  of  love,  indeed  it  is  a  burden  to  him  to  leave 
off  duty,  it  is  a  burden  to  him  to  leave  ordinances^ 
it  is  a  burden  to  him  to  think  of  going  back  to  the 
world  again.     Why?  The  matter  is,  he  is  about 
the  obedience  of  love,  which  makes  the  commands 
of  God,  not  grievous,   but  delicious.     Try  your 
obedience,  and  living  to  God,  by  this  principle  of 
it,  the  Spirit  of  God  as  a  fpirit  of  faith  and  love, 
leading  to  the  obedience  of  faith  and  love.     2.  If    * 
you  be  living  unto  God,  then  the  glory  of  God  will 
be  the  chief  end  of  your  life.  .  ^eft.  How  fliall  I 
know  if  the  glory  of  God  be  my  chief  end  in  my 
ci)edience  ?   Indeed  it  is  a  material  que(lion«     TU 
offer  a  thought  upon  it :   If  the  glory  of  God  be 
the  chief  end  of  your  life,  then  you  will  have  a  con- 
tinual conflidl  with  felf,  and  how  to  get  felf-ends 
mortified.     O  I  fee  felf  creeping  in  upon  me,  in 
all  my  preaching,  praying,  communicating;   how       j 
ihall  I  get  this  enemy  killed  ?   Here  the  fledi  lufls        \ 
againft  the  fpirit,  and  the  fpirit  againft  the  fle(h, 
and  thefe  two  are  contrary  the  one  to  the  other. 

The 
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The  believer  finds  a  war  here  againft^^  as  hU 
greateft  enemy ;  and  it  is  his  joy  and  the  triumph  . 
of  his  heart,  when  he  gets^^daflied  to  the  groundi 
and  debafed ;  when  the  loftinefs  thereof  is  brought   , 
down,  and  the  Lord  alone  is  exalted  in  him.    The   I 
man   that  hath   God's    glory    as   his  chief   end, 
can  fometimes  trample  even  his  own  happinefs  un- 
der his  feet,  in  a  manner,  when  it  comes  in  com- 
petition with  the  glory  of  God  and  Chrift :   The 
glory  of  God  is  of  more  worth  than  ten  thoufanc^ 
Aeavens  :  and  therefore  the  felf-denied  believer,  ra-^ 
ther  than  the  divine  glory  (hould  (ink,  would  venture 
his  all,  tho'  he  had  a  thoufand  lives :  Blot  me  ou^ 
of  thy  book^  fays  Mofes ;  let  me  be  accurfed^  fays  Paul^ 
and  all  was,  that  God  might  be  glorified,  that  Chrifl^ 
might  be  magnified,  and  have  a  glorious  name  in 
the  world.    There  were  fome  things  indeed  extra- 
ordinary in  that  meafure  that  Mofes  and  Paul  at- 
tained to ;   but  there  may  be  fomething  like  it,   I 
thlak>  tho*  in  a  fmaller  meafure,  that  believers  may 
know  in  their  experience  1    O  whatever  fhould  be- 
come of  me,  let  thy  name  be  glorified ;  let  Chrift 
have  a  numerous  train  to  praife  him  to  eternity.; 
let  me  decreafe,  and  him  increafe ;  let  him  be  ex- 
alted, though  I  (hould  be  for  ever  abafed ;  and  if  it 
might  contribute  to  his  mounting  of  the  throne, 
let  me  be  even  the  footflool  on  which  he   may 
afcend..    The  man  prefers  Chrifl's  publick  intereft 
before  his  own  private  intereft :  If  I  forget  tbee^  Q 
Jerufalem,  fSc.    In  a  word,  the  man  that  lives  to 
God,  as  his  chief  end,   ads  in   duties,   becaufe 
God  is  thereby  honoured  and  glorified ;  and  he 
bates  fin  in  himfelf  and  others,  becaufe  God  is 
thereby  diftionoured.  Finally^  If  you  be  living  untQ 
God,  your  life,  your  obedience  will  be  influenced 
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by  the  grace  of  the  new  covenant,   being  dead  to 

the  law,  or  to  the  old  covenant :  But  of  this  I  have 

fpoken  at  large  on  the  4th  general  head.     Thus 

moch  for  trial. 

The  3d  ufe  may  be  for  lamentation  over»  toge- 
ther with  reproof  of  all,  both  doArinal  and  prac- 
tical, legalifts.  I.  As  to  doArinal  legalifts,  we 
might  bewail  and  refute  the  legal  fcbemes  that  take 
place  in  the  world.  I  name  thefe  two,  i.  The 
Popijh  fcbeme  denying  the  imputation  of  Chrift's 
righteoufnefs.  The  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift 
is  blafphemed  by  the  church  of  Rome^  they  call  it 
an  affeditious  imaginary  air,  a  putative  righteouf- 
jiefs,  contrary  to  the  very  ftrain  of  our  apoftle  in 
liis  epiftles.  They  talk  of  a  twofold  juftification ; 
Their  Jirft  juftification  is  that,  whereby  an  unjufti- 
fied  man  becomes  juflified,  or  a  wicked  man  be- 
comes godly ;  where  they  confound  juftification 
and  £mdification.  The  fecmd  is  that  whereby  a 
man  already  righteous,  becomes  more  aud  more 
righteous,  more  and  more  holy.  We  know  no 
juftification,  but  one  juftification  by  faith,  in  the 
day  of  cloiing  with  Chrift ;  laying  hold  upon  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  whom  God  hath  fet  forth  lb  be 
the  propitiation,  &c.  It  is  a  compleat  righteoufnefs, 
we  nave  it  all  at  once ;  and  it  is  not  within  us, 
but  without  us :  It  is  in  Chrift  inherently ^  and  in 
us,  imputatively.  They  tell  us,  that  we  are  not 
juftified  by  the  works  of  the  ceremonial  law,  but 
by  the  works  of  the  moral  law :  They  tell  us,  that 
we  are  not  juftified  by  perfedl  obedience,  but  by 
imperfeft  ^  and  by  an  acceptilation^  it  is  looked  on 
by  God  as  perfedt :  And,  in  a  word,  they  tell  us, 
^t  we  are  juftified,  not  meritorioufly,  and  fimpiy 
by  works  done  in  our  own  ftrength,  but  by  works 
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a£ted  and  done^by  the  ftrength  and  afTiftance  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  Thh  is  iht  Popijb  fcbeme.  2.  The 
Baxterian  fcbeme  is  alfo  oppofite  to  this  gofpcl- 
dodlrine  :  they  tell  us,  that  God  hath  made  a 
new  law  with  mankind  ;  and  obedience  to  that 
new  law  and  to  its  commands,  is  our  righteouf- 
nefs ;  and  this  obedience  gives  us  a  title  to  heaven, 
and  gives  us  a  title  to  Chrift's  blood,  and  to  par- 
don :  And  the  aft  of  faith  is  our  righteoufnefs,  not 
as  it  accepts  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  but  as  it  is  an 
obedience  to  that  new  law ;  the*  very  adl  and  work 
of  faith  is,  according  to  them,  the  righteoufnefs  it- 
felf :  And  this  faith  takes  in  all  kind  of  works, 
namely,  repentance,  love,  obedience,  and  ten  or 
twelve  duties  of  that  fort  5  and  all  thefe  toKthcr 
are  our  righteoufnefs  for  juftification.  Really  (as 
one  fays  upon  this  very  head)  if  the  apoftle  Paul 
were  alive,  he  would  excommunicate  fuch  mr- 
nifters. 

2.  As  to  pra^ical  legalifts^  this  generation  isTuIl 
•  of  thefe.  I  know  not  a  more  reigning  fin  among 
profeffors  5  a  gofpel-ftrain  is  almoft  loft,  and  a 
gofpcl-method  is  almoft  forgotten.  If  we  would 
go  back  to  our  reformers,  we  fliould  fee  a  gof- 
pclfpirit  among  them  \  but  now  the  gofpel- 
fcbeme  is  come  under  reproach,  as  if  it  were  a 
new  fcbeme  ;  and  fome  preach  againft  it,  write 
againft  it,  reafon  againft  it,  as  if  it  were  Antino^ 
mianifm^  and  a  going  off  froq;i  the  law  j  as  the 
Papi/ls  accufe  the  ProtefianU  of  old :  Why?  What 
IS  the  matter  ?  A  helliflb,  unholy,  legal  fpirit  reigns 
in  the  world;  Now,  in  profecuting  of  this  ufc, 
and  that  we  may  fee  how  much  ground  there  is 
to  lament  over,  and  bewail  a  legal  temper,  that 
takes  place,  I  would  here,  i.  Shew  fome  eviden-* 
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ces  of  a  legal  fpirit  in  the  ungodly  and  uncon- 
verted. 2.  Some  evidences  of  a  legal  temper  ia 
believers  tbemfelves.  3.  Shew  the  caufe  of  this 
legal  temper  that  is  in  the  world.  4.  Sliew  the 
evil  and  danger  of  it. 

\Jii  Some  evidences  of  a  legal  temper^  that  is  na- 
tural to  the  ungodly^  who  having  no  new  nature, 
have  no  gofpel-fpirit  at  all.  This  may  be  evi- 
denced in  thefe  four  degrees  of  felf,  and  legal  pride^ 
1.  While  the  man  is  juft  in  the  dead  lleep  of  na- 
tural fecurity,  having  no  fight,  nor  fenfe  of  his  fin, 
DO  conviaion  of,  nor  contrition  for  fin  s  even  then, 
which  Is  ilrange,  he  may  imagine  many  times 
that  he  is  perfcA,  that  he  never  breaks  any  of  the 
commandments  of  God,  but  keeps  the  whole  law : 
The  young  pharifee  in  the  gofpel  is  an  eminent 
inftance  hereof;  our  Lord  gives  him  an  account  of 
the  commands  of  the  law,  and  he  had  the  infolent 
boldnefs  to  fay  to  Chrift,  All  tht^e  things  have  I 
kept  from  my  youth  up:  And  Paul,  before  his  con- 
verfion,  was  ftuft'^d  with  the  fame  legal  pride,  / 
Ufos  touching  the  law  blamelefs.  What  means  he  by 
that?  Why  it  is  as  if  he  had  faid,  I  was  fuch  a 
ftanch  pharifee,  and  religious  zealot,  that,  as  I  never 
thought  I  broke  any  of  the  ten  commandments, 
ib  I  thought  I  had  kept  the  whole  law.  Wonder- 
ful arrogance  and  ignorance,  to  imagine  that  a  man 
in  his  fallen  (late  can  have  a  perfe^ion,  and  keep 
the  whole  law !  AncJ  yet  the  eled  of  God,  before 
their  converfion,  have  found  that  they  have  been 
filled  with  fuch  pride  and  infolent  thoughts,  as  you 
fee  in  Faul:  Yea,  and  many  think  little  lefs^,  tho' 
they  fay  they  are  finners,  yet  they  fee  not  fin, 
and  fancy. they  are  conformable  to  the  law  :  They 
have  a  good  heart,  they  wrong  no  body,  they  are 
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juft  in  their  dealings,  none  can  fay,  black  is  their 
eye  ;  and  here  is  their  righteoufnefs  being  alive  to 
the  law.  2.  Degree  is,  when  men  come  to  be 
convinced  of  fin  and  rebellion  and  of  their  loft 
ftate  by  rcafon  of  their  having  trampled  the  divine 
authority  under  foot,  offended  his  Majcfly,  violated 
his  law,  provoked  his  anger;  then  as  if  Chrift 
were  the  mofl  needlefs  and  ufelefs  thing  in  heaven 
or  earth,  they  run  to  their  repentance  for  an  atone- 
ment, as  Papijis  to  their  penances,  and  Pagans  to 
their  facrifices  to  atone  their  offended  deities ;  as 
if  there  were  no  day's-man,  no  mediator  be* 
twixt  God  and  man,  to  make  atonement  j  Chriffc 
the  propitiation  is  altogether  flighted ;  they  hope 
fb  make  atonement,  and  pacify  God,  by  repent^-" 
ing  ferioufly,  and  lamenting  bitterly  ;  and  fo  they 
fall  to  work,  praying,  fafling,  mourning,  confef- 
iing,  with  an  abfolute  negledt  of  Chrifl ;  and,  up«- 
on  the  back  of  all  their  legal  fears,  confeffions  and 
bitter  lamentations,  their  wakened  confcienccs  are 
pleafed  and  pacified:  The  florm  that  was  raifed 
there,  is  turned  to  a  calm ;  a  falfe  peace  takes  place, 
not  founded  upon  Chrifl  or  his  atoning  blood, 
but  upon  their  confeffions,  tears,  prayers,  whereby 
they  think  to  difgorge  and  vomit  up  all  the  fins  of 
their  life,  and  to  fave  themfelves  from  them,  and 
from  the  wrath  that  follows  them.     To  this  pur- 

Eofe  was  that  faying  of  Augujiine  (it  looks  like  a 
arfh  faying,  but  had  a  good  meaning)  namely, 
that  repentance  damns  more  than  fins  do.  When 
people  are  under  any  fearful  apprehenfion  of  the 
wrath*  to  come  upon  them  for  their  fins,  they  flee 
to  their  repentance  in  (lead  of  flying  to  Chrifl,  and 
that  effectually  deflroys  and  ruins  them.  3.  De- 
gree is,  when  a  man  not  only  repents,  but  amends : 

He 
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t  not  only  takes  up  refolutions  of  amendment  of 
Cy  but  actually  fludies  obedience,  reforms  his  way ; 
)  is  at  pains  to  get  his  life  changed,  but  not  to  get 
9  flate  changed.    He  is  not  taken  up  to  get  a 
w  heart,  but  would  have  the  old  heare  made  a 
tie  better  :  he  thinks  a  little  amending  will  do  the 
ifineis;    and  what  is  all  this,  but,  as  one  fays, 
ce  the  gilding  of  a  rottten  poft,  the  poft  is  rotten 
ithin,  but  is  finely  gilded  over  without?     It  is 
It  like  the  whitening  of  a  fepulchrc,  that,  bow- 
er white  it  may  be  without,  yet  it  is  full  of 
»id  onen's  bones  within  :  It  is  like  the  painting  of  a 
limney  without,  that  is  all  black  and  footy  with*' 
:  It  is  like  the  adorning  of  a  dead  corpfe  with  fweet 
iwers :    The  man  is  dead  in  fins  and  trefpaife^, 
itwithftanding  all  this.     4.  Degree  is  beyond  aU 
tis,  gofpel-light  hath  fhined  objedively  upon  them, 
id  they  are  more  illuminated  than  to  be  pleafed 
rith  this.     Why  ?   they  hear  of  Chrift,  and  that 
Kre  is  no  falvation,  no  juftification  without  him ; 
[id  therefore,  they  a£t  faith  upon  him  in  a  legal 
%y  I   they  believe  in  him,  not  by  a  faving  faith, 
m  a  temporary  faith.     As  believers  do  perform 
^pel-obedience  to  the  law,  fo  unbelievers  may 
ave  a  legal  faith  of  the  gofpel,  a  legal  faith  upon 
i^hrift,  believing  in  their  own  ftrength,  believing 
veo  before  he  fee  his  inability  to  believe,  before 
ver  he  f^^s  his  unwillingnefs  to  believe,  before  he 
le  humbled  under  a  fenle  of  his  abfolute  need  of 
thrift,  and  before  he  fee  what  right  and  warrant 
te  hath  from  the  word.     However,  he  fancies  he 
nth  clofed  with  Chrift,   laid   hold  on  his  cove- 
lant,  and   this   is   the   moft   fubtle   part  of  felf- 
ighteoufncfs ;  yet,  after  all,  he  is  the  old  man,  ftill 
yedded  to  the  law :  And  hence  he  hath  no  fan(5ti- 
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fication,   no  new  nature,  no  new  principle  of  fpi- . 
ritual  life,  no  living  unto  God. 

zdly^  Some  evidences  of  a  legal  temper  that  re- 
mains in  believers  themfelves.  i.  When  their 
comfort  is  flill  up  and  down  with  their  frame ;  if 
their  frame  be  up,  their  comfort  is  up;  if  their 
frame  be  down,  their  comfort  is  down  ;  if  their 
frame  be  gone,  their  comfort  is  gone,  their  joy  is 
withered :  Herein  the  legal  fpirit  difcovers  itfelf ; 
whereas  a  gofpcl-tcmper  of  foul  would  lead  the 
man  to  rejoice,  even  when  the  changeable  frame 
is  gone,  that  the  unchangeable  covenant  ft  ill 
remains  j  and  to  fay,  Tho'  the  Jig-tree  Jhould  not 
iloj/bm,  yet  will  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord :  Tho*  grace 
be  at  a  low  ebb  with  me,  yet  the  oce^n  of  grace  is 
in  Chriftj  and  herein  I  rejoice:  Tho'  I  be  in  dark- 
nefs,  yet  will  I  rejoice,  that  there  is  light  in  him  ; 
though  I  find  nothing  but  deadnefs  in  me,  yet  will 
I  rejoice  that  there  is  life  in  him ;  tho'  I  be  empty, 
yet  will  I  rejoice  that  there  is  fulnefs  in  him; 
and  this  to  be  communicated  in  his  time  and  way. 
2.  It  is  a  legal  temper  in  the  believer,  when  his 
alTurance  is  loft  by  his  challenges.  It  may  be,  the 
man  attained  fome  fweet  meafure  of  aflurance,  but 
behold  fin  prevails,  confcience  challenges  him,  and 
hereupon  he  razes  all ;  this  is  an  evidence  of  a  le- 
gal temper,  contrary  to  that  gofpel-fpirit  which  wc 
may  fee  ading  in  David^  PfaK  Ixv.  3.  Iniquity  pre^ 
vails  againji  me  3  it  is  againft  my  heart,  againft  my 
will,  againft  my  prayers,  againft  my  fecret  groans  and 
wreftlings,  againft  my  refolutions,  againft  my  inclina- 
tion they  prevail.  Shall  I  nize  the  foundation  of  my 
faith  upon  this  account?  No,  I  flee  to  the  blood  of 
the  lamb  of  God,  for  cleanfing  and  purging  both 
from  the  guilt  and  power  of  fin  ;  and  therefore 


11  maintain  my  alTurance  and  confidence  in  thee; 
f s  for  Mr  iniquities^  thou  wilt  purge  them  away. 
{.  It  is  a  legal  temper,  when  faith  is  marred,  either 
>y  fins  or  graces,  I  mean,  either  by  the  prevalence 
f  fin,  or  the  pride  of  grace.  On  the  other  hand, 
«rhcn  the  exercife  of  feith  is  marred  by  the  pre- 
valence of  fin,  when  their  known  fenfe  and  reel* 
ng  of  out-breakings,  either  make  a  man  ftand  at 
I  diftance  from  Chrift,  or  make  him  run  away  from 
lim,  by  finking  difcouragement  or  fecret  defpair : 
rhis  evidences  much  legality.  Arc  you  convin- 
ced of  fin  ?  Why  then  ?  You  have  the  more  need 
to  come  to  Chrift,  and  believe  in  him,  and  the 
kls  need  to  (lay  away   from  him.     Peter  had  a 

Eyer  cocc,  that  looked  like  a  fet  form  of  the 
vil's  compofing.  Lord  depart  from  me^  for  I 
m  afaiful  man.  If  it  had  run  in  a  gofpel  form,  he 
would  rather  have  faid,  Lord  come  to  me,  for  I  am 
a  finful  man.  Yet  many  believers  have  learned 
Peter  %  form  of  prayer.  Lord,  I  am  fuch  a  fin- 
ful man,  I  dare  not  come  to  thee,  nor  believe  that 
thou  wilt  come  to  me.  Why  ?  the  more  finful  thou 
art,  the  more  need  thou  haft  to  come  to  him,  and 
io  implore  him  to  come  to  you,  and  fave  you.  On 
Ae  other  hand,  when  the  exercife  of  faith  is  marred 
by  the  pride  of  grace,  this  is  part  of  a  legal  temper ; 
when  believers  truft  more  to  their  graces  than  to 
Chrift,  the  fountain  of  all  grace  ;  when  they  look 
more  to  the  ftrength  of  gracious  habits,  and  truft 
more  to  them,  than  to  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift, 
in  which  they  are  called  to  be  ftrong :  Be  firong  in 
the  grace  that  is  in  Chrijl :  As  by  meditating  on  their 
fins,  they  are  many  times  led  off  from  clofing  with 
Chrift  for  pardon  and  cleanfing  3  fo  by  meditating  on 
their  graces  and  gracious  habits,  they  are  many  timea 
Vol.  II.  P  led 
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led  ofFfrom  depending  on  Chrift,  for  conftant  in- 
comes of  a£tual  influences.  And  b^nce,  when  a 
believer  is  lively,  he  is  ready  to  tbink,  he  will  never 
be  dead  again  \  v^hen  he  is  fpirituaU  that  he  wdl 
never  be  carnal  again ;  wrhen  he  is  up  in  the 
.mount,  that  he  will  never  be  down  Jn  the  valley 
again,  faying.  By  thy  favour  my  tnountain  fimii 
Jirmg ;  he  thinks  it  like  mount  Zion^  that  can  never 
be  fhaken,  and  that  he  will  never  doubt  again; 
but  behead,  7hou  didjl  bide  thy  face^  and  1  was  trm^ 
bled:  My  good  frame  was  changed  to  a  bad  one; 
of  a  fudden  was  my  mount  Zion  turned  to  a  mouat 
Sinai,  all  fears«  all  frowns,  all  darknefs.  Never 
hath  the  believer  more  need  to  ad  faith»'  and  ctofe 
dependence  on  the  Lord,  than  when  his  graces  and 
frames  are  moft  lively,  left  felf-confidence  creep  in, 
and  confidence  in  created  grace,  more  than  in  the 
fountain,  out  of  whofe  fulnefs  he  is  ^o  have  grace 
for  grace.  Let  your  frame  be  ever  fo  good,  your 
faith  ever  fo  ftrong,  your  grace  ever  fo  lively,  ^ 
any  time,  yet  look  up  ftill  for  new  influences ;  for 
without  momentary  fupplies  and  breathings  firom 
heaven,  your  gracious  habits  cannot  a£t,  and  will 
not  hold  out  a  moment.  4.  It  is  a  legal  temper, 
when  peace  is  always  marred  by  ihort-comings, 
ihort-comings  in  the  exercife  of  grace,  (hort-com- 
ings  in  the  mortification  of  fin,  (hort-comio^ 
in  holineife  ^  when  they  meditate  upon  thefe  (hprt- 
comings,  upon  the  weaknefs  of  grace  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  ftrength  of  corruption  on  the  others 
upon  fuch  a  fin  and  luft  that  prevails,  upon  fuch 
a  plague  and  diftempcr  that  affedls  them>  infomuch 
that  they  cannot  let  in  a  word  of  comfort,  they  canr 
pot  hearken  to  the  joyful  found  of  the  gofpel,  like 
IJrael,  who  hearicened  not  to  Mofesy  becaufe  of  the 
anguiih  of  their  i'pirit  3  they  look  inward  to  them- 
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,  &nd  finding  nothing  there  but  failings,  and 
[ities,  and  plagues,  inftead  of  holinefe,  their 
is  wholly  demoliflied,  becaufe  they  do  not, 
fame  time,  look  upward  to  Chrift,  and  his 
and  righteoufnefs,  and  fulnefs  \  this  is  a  legal 
T.     So  alfo,    to  the  fame  purpofe,  when  a 
peace  and  comfort  leans  only  and  always  upon 
idification,  as  if  there  were  no  other  ground 
'  but  a  righteoufnefs  inherent :  Surely,  when 
y  of  fandification  is  greater  than  the  joy  of 
:ation,  it  is  an  evidence  of  a  legal  temper ;  for 
y  of  juftification  is  founded  upon  a  law-bid-* 
ghteoufnefs^     the    perfedt   obedience  of  the 
us  head,  which  is  always  the  fame  unchange-^ 
;rdutid  of  joy  to  believers ;  whereas  his  fanfti- 
•o  is  imperfect  here,  and  cannot  afford  fuch 
and  joy,  as  faith  in  a  perfedt  obedience  will 
The  true  circumcifion  rejoice  in  Chrifl:,  and 
lat  they  have  in  him,  more  than  in  what  they 
from  him.     But  behold,  even  the  believer  ia 
to  be  more  taken  up  with  his  fandification^ 
1  is  inherent,  and  fo  to  be  lifted  up,  when 
:ain8  a  good  gale,  a  great  meafure  of  fandti-^ 
»n,  corruption  may  abufe  the  privilege,  and 
be  is  proud  and  lifted  up.     It  is  true,  com- 
3n  with  God,  is  of  a  humbling  nature,  and 
;ly  makes   a  man    humble,    and  lively,  and 
iful ;  but  when  the  good  frame  is  creeping 
ind   corruption  beginning    to  work  again,  if 
lick  of  time  be  not  obfcrved,  and  the  believer 
Dt  on  his  guard,  a  proud  thought  may  enter 
/ere  it  even  upon  a  Faul  wrapt   up  to   the 
heavens ;  Left  IJhouldbe  exalted  above  meafure^ 
T^g^^  (f  Satan  was  fent  j  a  thorn  in  the  flejh. 
\vi  does  a  legal  temper  run  through  every  frame  1 
P  2  When 
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When  a  man  is  dead  and  dull,  then  he  is  in  dan-^ 
ger  of  murmuring ;  and  when  he  is  active  and 
lively,  then  he  is  in  danger  of  fwelling.  5.  It  is 
a  legal  temper^  when  a  man's  expectation  of  fuc- 
cefs  is  built  upon  the  mi'nifter  that  preaches  ;  if  the 
minifter  hath  a  weak  gift,  O  they  will  not  hear 
that  man,  at  leafl:  they  exped  little  good  of  him : 
If  anoither  hath  great  gifts,  and  a  taking  way, 
O  now  they  expeft  heaven  will  come  down  5  why? 
This  is  an  evidence  of  a  legal  temper  5  for  a  gofpcl 
temper  will  expedt  nothing  but  in  a  gofpel  way, 
even  by  the  powerful  influences  of  the  fpirit  pro- 
mifed  in  the  gofpcl.  The  gofpel  in  any  mans 
mouth  is  but  a  dead  letter,  without  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
6.  It  is  a  legal  temper,  when  the  believer  is  under 
exceflive  difcouragements,  on  whatever  ground  ^ 
it  is  an  evidence  he  is  too  much  under  the  law, 
for  the  law  can  give  no  encouragement,  no  fet- 
tlement  to  the  confcience  ;  it  is  only  Chrift  can  give 
reft ;  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour^  and  are  beavj 
laden^  and  I  will  give  you  rejl.  What  is  it  that  dif- 
courages  a  believer,  when  he  is  under  this  legal 
temper  ?  Sometimes  he  is  difcouraged  when  he  per- 
forms duty,  and  cannot  find  that  prefence,  that  fcn- 
fible  help  he  would  have.  Why  then  ?  He  is  quite 
difpirited.  Indeed  he  hath  ground  of  mourningi 
when  the  Lord  is  away ;  he  (hould  be  deeply  hum- 
bled for  the  caufes  of  it :  But  when  he  is  (b  dif- 
pirited, that  he  lofes  his  confidence,  and  is  beaten 
quite  away  from  his  faith  and  hope,  queftions  his 
ftate,  and  gives  way  to  flavirti  fear,  that  weakens 
his  hands  in  duties,  and  draws  his  heart  from  duty, 
it  is  a  token  he  is  fecretly  hankering;  after  the  law  % 
for  the  language  of  the  heart  of  him  is,  O  if  I 
could  pray  with  as  much  life,  and  hear  with  as 
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ich  attention,  and  perform  duty  with  as  much 
our,  as  I  would  be  at !  O  then  I  would  have  a. 
)d  hope;  and  fo  it  is  not  Chrift  fo  much  as 
law,  the  old  hufband,  that  you  defire  to  place 
ir  hope  upon,  while  you  are  under  that  legal 
ne.  The  apoftle  {GaL  iv.  21.)  fpeaks  of  fomc 
levers  that  defire  to  be  under  the  law.  Some- 
es  their  difcouragements  arife  from  this,  that 
IT  dare  not  apply  the  promifcs.  And  why  fo  ? 
aufe  they  think  they  are  not  for  fuch  as 
)r  are ;  fuch  a  promife  belongs  to  fuch  and  fuch 
x)d  perfon,  it  is  for  a  holy  nnin,  but  not  for  one 

me:    What   is  this  but  a  legal  temper,  ap- 
lending,  that  if  you  had  fuch  and  fuch  a  legal 
kteoufnefs,  then  God  would   be  fomc  way  in- 
ted  to   give  you  the   promife?  But,  O  is  not 
»  to  be  glorified  in  this  new*  and  gofpel-way  I 
i  therefore,  the  more  of  a  gofpei  fpirit  you  have, 
more  cheerfully  will  you  embrace  the  promife, 
this  end,  that  having  thefe  promifes,  you  may 
nfe  yourfelf,  by  fucking  virtue  from  the  breafts 
:hc   promife.     7.  It  is  an  evidence  of  a  kgal 
per,  when  they  are  always  ftraitned  in  duty, 
letimes  they  are  difcouraged,  becaufe  they  arc 
faraitened  in  duty  \  and  they  are  (faraitened  in 
r,  becaufe  they  are  fo  legal  in  it.     Their -dif- 
ragement  flows  fi-om  their  ftraitning,  and  their 
tning  flows  from  their  legal  fpirit  \  for  a  gofpei 
t  is  a  fpirit  of  liberty.     When  a  believer  is  for 
Jaoft  part  ftraitned,  without  Hfe,  without  liberty, 

an  evidence  of  a  legal  fpirit ;  for  where  the 
t  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty.  Tibe  law  of 
firit  of  life  in  Cbriji  Jefus  makes  the  man  free 
I  the  law  of  fin  and  deaths  Rom.  viii.  2.  When 
is  influenced  by  the  covenant  of  grace,  he  runs 
P  3  \u 
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in  the  way  of  God's  commandments.  The'  you 
have  once  known  what  it  was  to  run  fweetly  in 
the  Lord's  way,  yet  if  now  you  find  an  habitual 
indifpofition  to  duties,  and  religious  exercifes  to  be 
a  heavy  yoke,  a  grievous  burden,  this  indifpofitioQ 
teftifies  againft  you,  that  tho'  you  have  once  known 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  yet  now  you  are  hankering  af- 
ter the  law.  The  Lord  may  indeed  withdraw  his 
prcfcnce  from  his  people,  for  neceffary  ends,  c^en 
from  the  man  that  hath  much  of  a  gofpeUfpirit ; 
and  fuch  a  man,  amidfl:  all  his  trials  of  that  fort» 
will  triumph  in  Chrift,  and  fay,  though  I  have 
little  in  hand,  yet  I  have  much  in  hope ;  whatever 
my  own  wants  be,  I  have  enough  in  Chrift  j  how- 
ever weak  in  myfelf,  I  am  ftrong  in  him ;  impcr- 
fedt  in  myfelf,  but  compleat  in  him.  But  when 
for  the  moft  part  the  perfon  does  not  find  plea- 
fure  in  duty,  hath  little  heart  to  it,  and  finds  it 
not  eafy  and  light,  but  grievous,  it  is  a  token,  that 
he  is  bearing  the  yoke  of  the  law,  or  old  covenant: 
For  Chrift's  yoke  is  eafy,  and  his  burden  light  j 
but  this  law-yoke  is  heavy.  The  law,  the  firft 
huft)and,  requires  hard  and  heavy  things,  and  does 
not  help  the  finner  with  ftrength ;  but  Chrift,  the 
new  huft)and,  requires  the  fame  things,  but  he 
^ives  ftrength  to  perform;  and  what  he  requires 
of  us,  he  works  it  in  us ;  /  can  do  all  things  tbrcugb 
Cbrijl  Jlrengtbening  me^  were  it  to  overleap  a  wdl, 
and  fight  armies  of  devils  in  my  way.  8.  It  is  a 
f]gn  of  a  legal  temper,  when  a  poor  creature  finds 
ftill  difcouragement,  except  when  about  religious 
duties,  and  finds  no  peace  when  about  any  othef 
work,  but  is  ftill  racked  except  when  upon  Us 
knees,  or  going  about  fome  religious  performance 
or  other  :  It  is  a  token  of  being  knit  too  much  tq 
the  firft  huft)and  s  for  the  law  drives  hard,    and 
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craves  hard:  But  Chrifl  is  very  tender  and  gentle 
in  his  commands  and  ctemands ;  and  a  perfon  un- 
der the  influences  of  grace,  wiU  find  as  much  fweet** 
fiefs,  even  when  eating  and  drinking,  and  when 
he  is  about  his  lawful  ednployment  fometimes,  as 
when  about  religious  exercifes.     Miftake  me  not 
here,  think  not  that  Chrift  will  indulge  his  people 
in  the  omiflion  of  duty,  that  is  not  what  I  intend. 
God  forbid ;  I  know  and  am  perfuaded,  that  the 
Iweetcft  hours  that  the  believer  hath,  is  when  he 
caoi  attain  communion  with  God  in  the  ordinances 
and  duties  of  his  appointment :  But  yet,  they  that 
have  much  of  a  gofpel-fpirit  can,  with  peace  and 
freedom  of  mind,    go  about  other  things  as  the 
work  of  Chrift  \  though  it  be  a  piece  of  felf-denial 
to  them,  not  to  be  always  with  him  ;  they  would 
be  every  minute  with  him,  and  are  longing  for  un- 
interrapted  communion  with  him :  Yet  the  thing 
I  fay  is,  that  their  hearts  are  not  diflieartened,  nor 
their  fpirit  difpirited,  when  called  to  other  things  5 
and  it  favours  much  of  a  legal  fpirit,  when  the 
poor  exercifed  creature  can  find    no    peace  about 
their  other  lawful  duties,  unlefs  they  be  flill  about 
duties  that  are   properly  religious  duties,    fuch  as 
prayer,  and  reading,   and  hearing,  and  the  like ; 
for,  in  feme  fenfe,  other  duties,  fuch  as  plowing 
and  ibwingj  and   the   like,  may  be  turned  to  re- 
ligious duties   by  a   fpiritually-minded   man,  and 
fuch  as  have   a  gofpel-'fpirit,    while  they  carry  a 
heavenly  mind  to  their  earthly  work.     9;  It  is  a 
fign  of  too  much  of  a  legal  temper,  when  a  man 
i«-not  fatisfied  with  the  meafure  of  grace  that  the 
Lord  allows  him,  but  frets  againft  heaven  becau(e 
he  hath  not  fo  much  as  others.    Let  none  mif- 
take  me  here  neither :  No  man  ought  in  an  indif* 

P  4  fetOTX 
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ferent  way  to  be  content  with  any  meafure  of  grace, 
we  are  ftill  to  be  going  on  to  perfedion ;  but  when 
we  grudge  and  grieve,  and  are  pained  at  the  hear^ 
and  murmur  againft  God^  becaufc  we  have 
not  this  and  that  meafure  as  others  have,  it  is  a 
fymptom  of  hankering  after  the  law.  A  gofpel 
fpirit  does  not  ftrive  with  God,  but  meekly  waits 
upon  that  fovereign,  who  will  have  mercy  upon 
whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  difpenfes  freely 
of  his  gifts  and  graces  as  he  oleafeth.  lo.  It  is  a 
iign  of  a  legal  temper,  when  a  perfon  is  more  taken 
up  with  the  gifts  of  Chrift,  than  with  Chrift  him* 
felf ;  more  taken  up  with  any  little  thing  they  get 
from  him,  than  with  himfelf.  When  they  get  any 
fenfible  grace,  any  fenfible  good  afiedions,  melting 
of  heart,  melting  of  fpirit,  any  inclination  to  what 
is  good,  any  gifts  or  graces,  whether  more  com- 
mon or  fpecial,  they  admire  thefe,  and  are  not  fo 
much  taken  up  with  Chrift  himfelf :  But  the  per* 
fon  that  is  evangelical  in  his  a<Stings,  by  what  he 
gets  he  is  led  to  the  giver ;  if  this  be  fweet,  O  h9 
is  infinitely  fweeter  that  fent  it ;  I  embrace  the  to^ 
ken,  and  it  draws  out  my  heart  after  him,  from 
whom  it  came.  1 1.  It  is  a  fign  of  being  too  much 
under  the  influence  of  the  law,  when  the  believer 
is  pofTefTed  with  a  fretful  fpirit,  and  is  not  content 
with  any  thing ;  For  the  gofpel  fweeten's  a  qiaa'a 
frame  of  fpirit.  If  the  believer  go  to  the  law, 
he  is  always  pained  and  wounded,  and  a  difeaied 
perfon  is  always  a  fretful  perfon,  and  this  fretful? 
nefs  is  a  fign,  that  they  are  not  found  at  heart ; 
but  the  gofpel  is  health  to  the  heart,  and  medicino 
tQ  all  the  fiefh.  A  ^ofpel-fpirit  is  a  fpirit  of  faith^ 
a  fpirit  of  love,  a  fpirit  of  pow^r,  and  of  a  found 
fnind;^   2  Tim.  i.  y,    Aod  hepce^  takg  a  believer 

when 
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Qvlien  be  is  much  under  the  influence  of  the  grace 
of  the  gofpel^  ten  thoufand  little  difficulties^  which 
fbmetiaies  fret  him,  and  put  him  in  confufion, 
will  not  move  him,  then,  when  he  is  living  near 
Chrift,  and  under  the  influence  of  the  covenant  of 
grace ;  but  when  at  other  times  every  thing  frets 
mm  it  is  a  fign  that  the  law  hath  the  afcendant^ 
fx  tbe  law  nowks  wratb^   Rom.  v.  15.     I2.  It  is 
a  fign  of  a  legal  fpirit,  when,  upon  the  back  of 
religious  duties,  the  man  hath  more  freedom  to 
fin :   Sin  Jhall  nut  have  dominion  over  you,  for  you 
are  not  under  tbe  law,  but  under  grace.    The  law 
irritates  corruption,    raifes  the  devil,    but  cannot 
lay  him }  but  the  grace  of  God  in  Chrift,  teaches 
to  deny  ungodlinefs,  and  worldly  lufts.    This  grace 
only  keeps  down  the  devil,  and  lays  him  low,  as 
it  were ;    yea,    bruifes   the   ferpent's  head,   and 
deftroys  the  works  of  the  devil.     When  a  man 
performs  duty  in  a  legal  way,  to  quiet  his  con- 
fcience ;   why  then,  when  confcience  is  quieted 
with  the  duty,  luft  gets  a  vent,  like  the  whore, 
Frov.  vii.  14.  /  have  offered  my  peace-offerings,  this 
day  I  bave  paid  my  vows ;  come^  let  us  take  our  Jill 
9f  hue.  But  when  a  man  performs  duty  in  a  gofpek 
way,  not  merely  to  fatisfy  confcience,  or  pacify  the 
judge,  but  to  glorify  God,  to  honour  Chrift,  which 
is  the  great  gofpeUend  of  performing  duty ;  then 
this  glory  of  God  and  Chrift,  that  he  hath  in 
view,  prompts   him   to  (defire,   by  the  means  of 
duty,  to  be  avenged  of  God's  enemies  in  the  heart  ( 
and  when  he  gets  vidory,  he  defires  to  purfue  his 
enemies,  even  to  the  death. 

Now,  my  dear  friends,  if  there  be  any  believer 
here,  I  am  fure  fome  of  thefe  evidences,  if  not 
gll^  may  find  you  out,  to  have  too  much  of  a  le^ 


^  temper  about  you.  O  believers,  you  that  have 
0ed  iof  refuge  to  the  hope  U^  before.  yott»  wiQ  yoit 
coafi^r  what  danger  you're  in  from  Cbrift's  rhatd^ 
die  law:  as  a  covenant,  your  firft  htiiband^  aod  how 
taucb  your  hankering  aAeir  that  cbtb  uoda  you.^ 
You  (it  caay  b/s)  think,  you're  ia  hftasard  from  car* 
iial  frieods^  or  fro«i  the  world;;  but  yoii  cannot 
VRidcrftapd  how  yo«  cani  be  in  hazard  from  tfaa 
kiw :  But  you  laaay  be  in^  gpefttoft  hazard  frotn:  that 
whiQh  yoqVe  leaft  afraid  of.  ^aui  tells  the  be* 
Uevers  here^  and  elfewhere^  to  whom  he  writes, 
vhat  hazard  they  were  in,  even  from  thefts  that 
pretended  to  preach  the  gofpel,  who  were  but  m*^ 
jiifters  of  the  old  covenwt,  who  preiTed^  and  knew 
nothing)  but  toprefs  people  to  yield  obedience  and 
fubjedion  to  their  "old  huflband  the  law,  pretend- 
ing to  the  greateft  hoUnefs  and  ftridnefs.  of  life  > 
and  prefling  nothing  but  do,  do»  do,  and  live*  Nay, 
but  fays  PW,  I  and  all  believers,  have  ano- 
ther way  of  living  to  God,  and  to  his  glory, 
than  by  living  on  or  by  the  law  as  a  covenant; 
I  through  the  kw^  am  dead  to  the  iaw,.  that  I  might 
live  unto  Godk  O  believer,  arm  yourfelf  againft 
all  proxies  that  the  law  makes  ufe  of;  ftudy  the 
nature,  fulnefs  and  freedom  of  the  new  covenant ; 
and  pray  much  for  the  fpirit  of  wifdom,  and  re-» 
velation  in  the  knowledge  of  ChriA,  and  his  gof^ 
pel.     I  go  on  to  the 

3^  Thing  here  propofed,  which  was  to  ihew 
the  caufes  of  this  legal  temper.  Why  is  the  world 
fo  fet  upon  the  law  as  a.  covenant,  and  fo  little  up-» 
on  Chrifl:  as  the  Lord  their  righteoufnefs  ?  I  fum 
up  all  the  reafons  into  this  one,  which  I  (hall 
draw  out  into  fome  particulars  :  And  it  is  groii 
ignorance,  proud  ignorance,  Bfim.  x.  3«  B^  tbef 

being 
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being  igmrant  of  Gois  rigbteoufnefsj  and  going  aiout 
to  ^aSliJh  their  own  rigkeoufneji,  have  not  Jubmit-^ 
ted  tbemfehes  unto  the  right^nefi  of  God.  The 
world  18  ffinorant  of  God,  ignorant  of  the  kw» 
ignorant  of  the  go^l,  ignorant  of  Chri0,  and  his 
righteoufneis. 

I.  Igoorance  of  God>  is  one  caufc  of  this  legal 

temper.    Peopb  are  ignorant  of  the  perfections  of 

God  ;  more  particularly,  they  are  ignorant  of  the 

holioeis  of  God :  If  men  faw  what  an  infioite  holjf 

God  he  is,  and  what  an  infinite  hatred  he  bears 

towards  the  leaft  fin,  -or  violation  of  his  law  ^  if 

they  knew  that  a  proud  thought  were  enough  to 

damn  a  million  of  angels,  and  that  a  wandering 

thought  is  enough  to  damn  a  million  of  worlds, 

would  they  entertain  a  femcy  of  being  juftified  and 

occepted  upon  the  ground  of  any  legal  righteouf^r 

nefs  of  their  own,  whether  natural  or  gracious? 

Nay,  they  would  npt  imagine  to  be  thus  accepted^ 

if  they  did  not  think,  that  God  is  fuch  an  one 

as  themfelves.     They  are  ignorant  alfo  of  the  jufr 

dee  of  God,  and  the  righteoufnefs  of  that  judge, 

who  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty  ;  and  if 

it  were  not  fo,   that  they  were  ignorant  of  his 

juftice,  would  any  guilty  finner  hope  to  be  cleared 

and  acquitted  any  other  way,  dian  upon  the  ac* 

count  of  a  ranfom  of  infinite  value?    They  are 

Ignorant  of  the  wifdom  of  God,  ip  the  glorious 

plan  of  redemption,  and  contrivance  of  falvation 

by  the  righteoufnefs  of  another,  even  of  the  God«f 

roan  Chrift  Jefus.     Ignorance  of  thefe,  and  the 

like  attributes  and  pertecftions  of  God,  is  the  great 

caufe  of  their  beipg  joined  to  the  law,  and  alive 

to  it, 

9.  Igno* 
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2.  Ignorance  of  the  law  is  another  caufe.  And 
hcrCi  I.  They  arc  ignorant  of  the  precept  of  the 
law  in  the  extent,  fpirituality,  holinefs  and  perfec* 
tion  thereof:  The  young  man  in  the  gofpel  thought 
himfelf  perfedl ;  Why  ?  He  did  not  know  the  law. 
Taul  thought  himfelf  blamelefs,  while  he  was 
ali^e  to  the  law.  Men  think  it  a  narrow  rule, 
condemning  only  fome  grofs  enormities  of  life, 
and  commanding  only  fome  outward  materials  of 
obedience;  but  they  fee  not  the  commandment  to 
be  exceeding  broad ;  hence  they  imagine^  they 
can  obfervc  it  perfedly  well.  2.  They  are  igno- 
rant of  the  penalty  of  the  law,  the  fandion  of 
it :  They  do  not  believe,  that  there  is  a  curfe  in- 
tailed  upon  every  difobedience,  Curfed  is  every  one 
that  continuetb  not  in  all  things  that  are  written  in 
the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them.  Hence  they  are 
fond  of  their  own  legal  righteoufnefs,  not  know- 
ing the  feverity  of  the  legal  fanftion.  3.  They 
are  ignorant  of  the  end  of  the  law,  even  of  God's 
end  and  defign  in  giving  it.  God  gave  the  law  to 
JJrael  with  fire  and  thunder :  For  what  end  ?  Even 
to  be  a  fchoolmafter  to  lead  them  to  Chrift,  GaL 
iii.  24.  For  Chrijl  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  rigb» 
toufnefsy  to  every  on&  that  believethy  Rom.  x.  4. 
But  behold,  fo  ignorant  was  Ifrael  of  the  end  of 
the  law,  that  like  the  legal  fpirit  in  our  own  day, 
they  thought  it  was  given  for  this  end,  that  they 
might  obey  it  as  a  condition  of  life,  as  it  bore  the 
image  and  reprefentation  of  a  covenant  of  works ; 
fo  they  turned  it  diredly  to  a  covenant  of  works, 
faying,  Exod.  xix.  8.  All  that  the  Lord  bath  com^ 
mandedy  we  will  do.  If  it  had  been  poffible  or 
pradicable  for  them  to  have  performed  what  they 
ignorantly  promifed,  there  would  have  been  no 

need 
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leed  of  Chrift,  or  his  righteoufnefs  cither :  We  will 
io,  fay  they,  there  is  obedience ;  we  will  do,  yea, 
we  will  do  all,  there  is  perfedt  obedience ;  yea,  we 
will  do  all  that  the  LORD  JEHOVAH  hath 
commanded  us  i  there  is  exa^ly,  and  perpetually 
pcrfcft  obedience :  Yea,  we  do  all,  we  ourfelves  j 
there  is  their  perfeft  perfonal  obedience  refolved 
upon :  As  if  they  had  in  their  pofleflion  all  the 
power  and  holinefs  that  Adam  had  in<  innocence* 
What  fays  Jojhua  to  them,  upon  fuch  a  proud. 
Ignorant,  and  arrogant  refolution  as  this  ?  Indeed, 
he  tells  them,  it  was  (imply  impofiible  for  them  ; 
Te  cannot  feme  the  Lordy  for  be  is  a  holy  Gody 
JoP).  xxiv,  19.  He  is  a  holy  God,  and  you're  a  fin- 
fill  people ;  it  is  impoflible  for  you  to  do  what  7011 
fey.  The  law  was  given  them  to  let  them  fee 
their  utter  infufficiency  and  inability  to  let  them 
fee  their  (ins,  and  defert  beicaufe  of  fin,  that,  under 
the  fear  of  divine  wrath,  they  might  be  driven  to 
the  Saviour.  But  they  being  ignorant  of  this  great 
end  of  the  law,  fet  up  an  obedience  of  their  own. 

3.  Ignorance  of  the  gofpel  is  another  caufe  of 

this   legal  temper  ;    and  here  manifold  ignorance 

£fcovers  itfelf.     i.  They  are  ignorant  of  the  pro- 

xnifes  of  the  gofpel,  fuch  as  that,  Ifa.  xlv.  24*  Surely 

Jball  one  fay^  in  the  Lord^  have  I  righteoufnefs  and 

firength.     Here  is  g  fum  of  the  gofpel- promife,  a 

promife  of  Chrift,  and  of  faith  in  him  :   Surejy 

flull  one  fay  ;  here  is  a  promife  of  faith,  and  faith 

working  out  from  the  heart  to  the  mouth  i  for 

with  the  heart  men  believe  to  righteoufnefs,  and 

with  the  mouth  confefiion  is  made  unto  falvation. 

One  (hall  fay.  What  ?  no  more  but  one  ?    What  a 

pity  is  it,  that  only  one  (hould  fay  fo  ?   Indeed  it 

intimates  that  very  few  will  be  brought  off  from 

their 
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dieir  legal  temper.  One  (haU  fay,  not  evtry  one. 
Well,  but  what  will  he  fay  ?  In  the  Lord  have  I 
righteoufnefs  and  ftrength ;  righteoufnefs  for  jufHfi- 
cabon,  ftrength  for  fanflification ;  righteoufne/a  to 
make  me  ha|)py»  ftrength  to  make  me  holy ;  righ- 
teoufnefs to  give  me  a  title  to  heaven,  ftrength 
to  give  me  meetnefs  for  heaven.  I  have  all  this, 
fliall  one  fay,  by  the  appropriating  a6t  of  r&itli, 
applying  all  to  himfelf  in  particular,  with  ^ured 
confidence,  according  to  the  meafure  of  faith.  I 
have  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength.  Where  hath  he  it? 
It  is  in  the  Lord  I  have  it ;  I  have  it  not  in  my- 
felf,  nor  in  my  own  natural  power,  I  have  it  not 
in  my  oWn  free*wUl,  I  hate  it  not  in  my  walk  or 
convcrfation,  I  have  it  not  in  my  zeal  or  pro- 
feflion,  I  have  it  not  in  my  religious  duties  or  per- 
formances, I  have  it  not  in  my  heart  or  life,  nay, 
certainly  I  have  it  not  there ;  but  furtly  in  the  Lord 
have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  in  the  Lord  only: 
Men  are  ignorant  of  this.  2.  They  are  ignorant 
of  the  method  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  application  of 
the  grace  promifed,  particularly  in  the  command 
of  believing,  which  belongs  to  the  difpenfation  of 
the  gofpel ;  wherein  the  Ia\y,  both  in  its  commands 
end  threatenings,  is  ufed  in  a  fubferviency  to  ad-* 
Vance  the  ends  of  the  gofpeh  Though  the  law  does 
not  teach  us  to  believe  in  Chrift,  yet  he  being 
revealed,  it  obliges  us  to  believe  in  him ;  though  the 
law  reveals  not  a  faviour,  yet  the  gofpel  revealing 
him,  the  law  obliges  us  to  come  to  him.  But 
now  this  method  of  the  gofpel,  and  difpenfation 
thereof  is  not  known  in  the  world ;  hence  come 
legal  notions  of  it,  men  confounding  the  com- 
mand of  believing  wjth  the  gofpel  to  be  believed  s 
the  duty  of  faith  with  the  objeA  of  faith  i  and  fo 

turn 


the  gofpd  to  a  new  law,  a  oew  c6v^TMA.t£ 
lc€>  as  if  the  a<5t  of  believing  wtine  our  righttoal^ 
for  acceptance  with  God.     Neither  can  Xhsf 
cave  the  command  :of  ibelievit^'.to  be  the  gveafc 
Qoand,  tho'  God  himfelf  hath  (aid,  'rUs  is  bk 
timimmty  that  yi  ieUeve  in  the  natneof  bis  Sont 
,  legalifb  cannot  utiderfland  that ;    diejr  think 
God'fe  great  command,  that  feeing  they  hare 
sd  by  breaking  the  law;   they  ihould  repent 
arning  to  it;  i^eing  they  have  difplea&d  God 
heir  fins,  they  (hould  pieafe  him  by  their  lih 
ince ;  feeing  they  have  provoked  him  by  theii: 
ledience,  they  ihould  pacify  him  by  their  obe- 
?e  %  feeing  they  have  drawn  down  the  curfe  bjr 
tranfgrcffions,  they  ftiould  remove  it  by  their 
Riation  :  They  do  not  know  that  the  great 
nand  is,  to  believe  on  the  Son  of  God.  3.  Thev 
;norant  of  the  great  end  of  the  gofpel,  which 
'humble  and  abafe  the  creature  to  the  lowdft^ 
to'raife  and  exalt  grace  to  the  higheft;   that 
9e/h  Jhould  glory  in  God's  prefence^  but  that  be 
giorietb^  Jhould  glory  in  the  Lord ;  in  the  Lord 
all  the  feed  of  Ifrael  he  jujlified^  and  fhall glory  t 
is  the  great  end  and  defign'of  the  gofpeli 
he  bafe  legal  fpirit  is  ignorant  of  that  defign, 
hey  are  ignorant  of  the  gofpcl-covenant :  The 
inal  and  praftical  confounding  of  the.  two  co* 
Its  of  works  and  grace  is  the  great  raafon 
is  legal  temper.    And  here  pedplc  difcovcr  ig* 
re  of  the  condition  of  the  covenant ;  they  arc 
ant  of  the  condition  of  the  covenant  of  grace 
works ;    the    condition   of   the  covenant  of 
s  was  perfonal^  obedience,  the  man  himfelf  that 
hefe  things  fhall  live  in  them ;  and  perfcft  obc* 
e  was  required,  a  pcrfcflion  of  parts,  a  per-. 

fe£lioa 
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fedioo  of  degrees,  a  perfedion  of  duration  :  The 
condition  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  is  Chrift's 
perfed  obedience  received  by  faith.  There  is  inuch 
Ignorance  of  this  at  the  root  of  all  the.l^Uty 
£at  take$  place  in  the  world.  They  are  ignorant 
of  the  form  of  the  covenant,  how  by  the  cove^ 
nant  of  works  we  get  a  ftrerigth  within  ourfelves, 
and  by  ourfelves  we  could  obey  it;  how  by  the 
covenant  of  grace  our  ftrength  is  without  us,  as 
well  as  our  righteoufhefe,  bi  the  Lord  bow  I 
ftrength  i  and^  we  are  to  be  Jlrtmg  in  the  Lord^  not 
in  ourfelves,  but  in  the  Lord,  and,  in  tbe  pcwer 
cf  his  might  \  to  be  ftrong  in  the  grace,  not  that 
is,  in  ourfelves,  but  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Obrift 
Jefus. 

4  Ignorance  of  Chrift  and  his  nghteoufnefs,  is 
a  great  caufe  of  men*s  eftablilhing  a  legal  rightc- 
oufnefs,  Rom.  x.  3.  God  was  about  to  caft  off  a 
whole  church,  to  reject  them,  and  unchurch,  them. 
Why  ?  What  was  the  rcafon  ?  Becaufe  they  were  fo 
extremely  proud  that  they  would  rather  be  damned 
with  their  own  righteoufnefs  than  faved  by  Chrifl's 
righteoufnefs,  or  obliged  and  beholden  to  him  for 
it.  They  would  not  fubmit  to  it;  why?  Becaufe 
they  were  ignorant  of  it;  they  did  not  fee  the  glory 
of  it,  as  it  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  God ;  they  dd 
not  fee  the  neceflity  of  it,  becaufe  their  own  righ^ 
teoufnefs  was  reckoned  fufficient;  they  did  not  ief 
the  fulnefs  of  it,  as  anfwering  all  the  demands  and 
commands  of  the  law  ;  they  did  not  fee  the  value 
of  it,  as  fufficient  to  procure  the  favour  of  God,  and 
purchafe  grace  and  glory ;  'they  did  not  fee  the 
acceptablenefs  of  it,  as  being  the  only  righteouf^ 
nefs  with  which  God  is  v^U  pleafed,  and  that 
whereby  the  law  is  magnified,  and  made  ho- 
nourable : 
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lourable :  They  are  ignorant  of  all  thi\  and  there- 
fore they  go  about  to  eflablifh  a  rigbteoufnefs  of 
iieir  own^  and  will  not  fubmit  to  this.  Their  ig- 
lorance  was  proud  ignorance,  and  fo  it  is  with  all 
y  nature ;  we  are  filled  with  proud  ignorance,  and 
gnorant  pride  ^  though  our  power  be  goite,  our  pride 
emains. 

The  i^h  thing  here  propofed,  was,  the  evil  and 
langer  of  a  legal  temper  and  legal  obedience;  why  ? 
;.  This  legal  way  is  a  very  unpleafant  work,  it  is  a 
vearifbme  work;  What  a  wearinefs  is  it?  fays  the 
nan.  He  is  wearied  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  way^  and 
et  fays  be  not^  there  is  no  bope^  Ifa.  Ivii.  ro.  It  is 
me,  the  law  hath  fometimes  its  influences  of  com* 
brt  to  its  votaries,  and  ilony-^ground  hearers  may 
eceive  the  word  with  joy,  and  no  doubt  they  may 
>ray  and  do  other  duties  alfo  with  joy ;  but  it  is 
mly  a  good  temper,  that  evanifhes,  having  no  root- 
ng  in  Chrid.  Can  a  dead  man  have  pleafure  in 
^ital  adions  ?  Can  a^  heavy  (lone  incline  upwards  ? 
!)  but  the  legal  foul  is  a  miferable  creature !  The 
aw  drags  him  to  duties,  confcience  prefTes  him 
0  work,  faying,  Faft,  pray,  pray,  man,  work  for 
four  life,  repent,  reform,  as  you  would  not  be 
lamned:  But  behold,  he  cannot,  tho*  they  be  good 
loties  he  is  called  to;  and  the  legal  covenant,  the 
egal  minifter,  the  legal  confcience  of  him  cries^ 
ilake  brick,  make  brick,  make  brick;  but  be- 
lold  he  hath  no  draw,  no  ftraw,  nothing  to  make 
t  of.  He  hath  no  ftrength,  no  grace,  no  com- 
nunication ;  and  fo  he  tugs,  he  works,  he  fweats^ 
)ut  it  is  a  heartlefs  and  unpleafant  work.  2.  Le- 
^\  obedience  is  very  unprofitable  work,  as  well  as 
mpleafant,  ^.  Ivii.  12.  I  will  declare  thy  rigbte^ 
mfmfs^  and  thy  work,  for  they  Jhall  not  profit  thee. 

Vol.  II.  Q_  The 
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The  felf-righteous  Pharifce  may  faft  twice  a  week, 
give  alms  of  all  that  he  hath  ;  he  may  make  long 
prayers,  many  prayers ;    he  may  both  preach  and 

{)ray  frequently  and  fervently;  yea,  the  poor  Icg^- 
ift  may  work  at  his  fecret  devotion  and  family 
devotion ;  he  may  wait  on  ordinances,  and  frequent 
communions,  and  run  the  whole  round  of  duties .; 
and  when  he  hach  done  thus  forty  or  fifty  years^ '  all 
the  profit  is,  he  gets  hell  for  his  pains,.  Ifo.  i.  ii. 
7b  what  purpofe  is  the  multitude  of  your  facrifices? 
All  is  unprofitable.  3.  The  legal  obedience  is  very 
carnal,  for  it  is  a  life  wholly  deiHtute  of  the  fpirit. 
Gal.  iii.  2.  ^his  I  would  learn  of  yw^  fays  Pauh^ 
if  you  will  be  dodors  of  the  law,  let  me  have 
a  lefTon  from  you,  if  you  can  give  it,  received  ye 
the  fpirit  by  the  works  of  the  law^  or  by  the  bearing 
of  faith?  Was  it  by  the  works  of  the  law?  I 
believe  not ;  nay,  the  fpirit  is  not  received  in  that 
way :  It  is  in  and  by  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  The 
legalifl  is  defiitute  of  the  fpirit :  whatever  aflfedi- 
tious  holinefs  he  may  have,  or  real  holineis  he 
may  pretend  to,  he  wants  a  fandtifying  work> 
fealing  work ;  Senfual^not  having  the  fpirit.  4.  Le- 
gal obedience  crofTes  the  mofi:  glorious  defign  of 
heaven,  particularly  God^s  defign  in  giving  Cbrifl, 
and  Chrift's  defign  in  coming  to  the  world,  (i.) 
It  crofTes  God's  greatefl  defign  ^  What  is  tlut? 
It  is  even  the  exalting  of  his  free  grace :  What  is 
the  great  defign  of  all  the  great  works  of  God, 
^ledtion,  redemption,  regeneration,  providence  ? 
Why  does  he  choofe  one,  and  rejedl  others?  Why 
does  he  choofe  a  wicked  Publican,  and  caft  a  righte- 
ous Pbarifee  to  hell  ?  Why  does  he  redeem  poor. 
Ignorant,  ill-natur'd  people  from  their  miferable 
&te,  and  let  the  rich  and  learned  go  to  hell  ?  Why 
•3  '       ^  docs 
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docs  he  regenerate  an  ele<3:  foul,  after  he  hath  been 
twenty  or  thirty  years  in  the  devil's  fcrvicc  ?  And 
after  they  are  regenerate,  why  does  he  in  provi- 
dence let  them  fall  into  ftraits,  wants,  fins,  mani- 
fold temptations,  troubles,  afflidion,  defertion,  and 
heavy  complaints  on  thcfe  accounts  ?  Why  ?  All  is 
to  exalt  free  grace  in  the  iflue.  But  now  the  Ic- 
gah*ft  croiies  this  defign  of  God  \  he  would  have  felf 
exalted,  his  works  exalted,  inflead  of  Chrifl  and 
free  grace.  He  puts  another  righteoufncfs  in  the 
room  of  the  righteoufncfs  of  Chrift,  and  fo  takes 
the  dung  of  his  own  righteoufncfs,  as  Taul  calls  it, 
and  cafts  it  upon  the  face  of  free,  rich  and  fovereign 
grace,  to  cover,  and  hide  and  darken  it.  O  what  a 
devilifh  defign  is  this,  in  oppoiition  to  God's  glorious 
defign  of  making  grace  (hine  brightly!  (2.)  It 
croflfes  Chrift's  great  defign  in  coming  to  the  world : 
The  grand  intention  of  the  fon  of  God  in  coming 
firom  heaven,  was,  to  bring  in  an  everlajling  rigbte- 
ou/hefs^  Dan.  ix.  24.  But  behold,  the  legalifl's  de- 
fign in  eftablf(hing  his  own  righteoufnefs,  is,  to 
make  allChrift's  labour  to  be  loft  labour;  he  fruftrates 
the  very  end  of  Chrift's  death,  and  makes  it  vzin^GaL 
ii.  laft.  If  righteoufnefs  come  by  the  law^  Chri/i  is  deed 
in  vain.  Inftead  of  Chrift's  everkfting  righteoufnefs, 
he  fets  up  a  righteoufnefs  that  cannot  lafl  half  a  day, 
nor  half  an  hour,  nay,  not  a  moment.  5.  Legal 
obedience  hath  the  evil  of  blafphemy  in  it.  It  re- 
.proaches  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  as  if  it  were 
not  fufficient,  as  if  his  atonement  were  not  perfedt, 
as  if  his  fatisfadion  were  not  full,  as  if  his  obedience 
were  not  perfed,  unlefs  it  be  patch'd  up  with  the 
rags  of  the  man's  own  righteoufnefs.  Is  not  Chrift's 
rightcoufiicfs  perfeft  without  your  addition  ?     O  do 

Qji  not 


228  Law^deatb^  GofpeUlife. 

not  blafpheme  the  Son  of  God,  and  fay  In  efFed»  hii 
obedience  was  not  a  divine,  perfed  obedience;   fa 
thus  you  reproach  his  fulnefs  and  fufficiency.     6.  Le- 
gal obedience  iflues  in  a  terrible  difappointment;  the 
poor  deluded  man  thinks  his  prayers  and  duties, 
that  he  hath  been  performing  for  fo  many  yean^ 
will  make  an  excellent  robe  to  cover  him :  I  hope, 
fays  the  man,  I  have  fomething  that  v^ill  contri* 
bute  to  make  me  die  in  peace  ;    I  have  fomething 
to  make  me  (land  in  judgment,  that  others  have 
not ;    for  many  a  duty  have  I  performed,  many  t 
prayer  have  I  made,  thcfe  twenty  or  thirty  years, 
and  many  times  have  I  prayed  with  very  much 
warmnefs  of  affedlion,  andflivelinefsof  frame;  and 
therefore,  I  have  a  good  hope,  that  God  will  be 
pleafed,  and  all  will  be  well  with  me.     But;  O 
what  a  fearful  difappointment  does  the  man  meet 
with  I     Death  comes ;    and  if  he  die  in  the  fame 
legal  dream;  he  goes  down  to  the  grave  with  a  lie 
in  his  right-hand.     7be  hypocrites  hope  is  like  the 
Jpider's  wei;  why?  What  comes  of  it?   The  fpider 
works  it  out  of  her  own  bowels ;   it  is  her  houfe» 
it  is  her  food,  it  is  her  fence;    there  fhe  dwells, 
there  fhe  feeds,  there  ftie  fecures  and  fhelters  her- 
fclf  for  a  while ;    but  at  the  clofc  of  the  day,  or 
end  of  the  week,  the  broom   comes  along,  and 
fweeps  her  and  her  lodging  and  all  to  the  ground : 
Even  fo,  the  legalift  works  a  web  out  of  his  own 
bowels,  he  wraps  himfelf  in  this  garment  of  his 
own  fpinning;  here  he  dwells,  here  he  works,  here 
he  feeds,  here  he  fhelters  himfelf  from  all  chal- 
lenges,  and  apprehenfions  of  danger;  but  behold, 
the  broom  of  death  and  deflrudion   comes   and 
fweeps  him,  and  his   refuge  of  lies,  down  to  the 
botlomlefs  pit.     If  his  eyes  be  open  on  a  deathbed, 

to 
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feehelly  to  fee  the  juftice  of  Gbd^  to  fee  the 
rituality  of  the  law,  the  imperfedion  of  his  duties. 
\  emptinefs  of  his  performances,  and  the  fandy 
tndation  he  hath  been  building  his  faith  upon^ 
n  his  confcience  roars,  his  heart  defpairs ;  he 
h  no  peace,  no  comfort ;  but  finds  himfelf  mi* 
lUy  difappointed.  If  his  eyes  be  not  open,  why 
n  P  He  dies  in  a  delufion,  as  he  lived,  finloi 
3  the  lake  of  fire ;  and  in  hell  he  opens  his  eyes, 
I  finds  himfelf  eternally  difappointed :  O  fee  then, 
at  ground  there  is  to  lament  over  this  legal  tem-^ 
,  which  is  indeed  a  damnable  temper,  where  it 
ha  full  reign. 

^Ixbcrtatim^  both  to  them  that  are  alive  to  the 
\  and  to  them  that  are  dead  to  the  law,  of 
om  the  text  efpecially  fpeaks.  i^,  To  unbe* 
ers,  and  all  thefe  that  are  alive  to  the  law.  O, 
the  Lord's  fake,  take  no  refl  till  you  get  out 
that  damnable  flate :  O  confider  what  you  are 
Dg,  fb  long  as  you  are  not  dead  to  the  law ; 
befl  thing  that  you  are  doing,  in  that  cafe,  is, 
t  you're  building  your  nefl  about  the  old  rotten 
Us  of  the  covenant  of  works.  May  be,  vou 
ik  you're  a  good  proteftant,  you're  a  good  cnri- 
n,  you  have  a  good  heart,  you  perform  good 
ies,  you  partake  of  good  ordinances,  and  what 
[hould  you  fear  ?  1 .  I  tell  you,  that  you're  un- 
the  curfe  of  the  law  of  works ;  Curfed  is  every 
that  continuetb  not  in  all  things  that  are  writ^ 
in  the  book  of  tbe  law  to  do  tbem.  And  while 
ire  under  the  law,  and  feeking  to  eftablifh  a 
*righteoufnefs  of  your  own,  all  the  people  of 
1  are  obliged  to  fay,  that  God  is  in  the  right 
:urfe  you  ;  they  are  obliged  to  fay  jimen^  to  all 
curfc$  of  the  bible  agamft  you,  Deut»  xxvii.  laft. 
Q^  Curfed 
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Curfed  is  he  that  coyifirmeth  not  all  tkc  ivorih  of  this 
law;  and  all  the  people  Jhall  fay^  Amn.  \\  you 
"vrill  take  the  old  covenant  of  doing  for  life,  and 
juftification,  then  you  nrift  take  it  with  a  venge- 
ance, unlefs  you  do  perfeftly,  and  do  to  purpofc, 
which  is  impoflible  for  you  j  Curfed  is  every  one 
that  continuetb  not  in  all  things y  &c.  and  all  believ- 
ers can  fay  Amen  to  it,  in  the  words  of  Paul^  Let 
him  that  loves  not  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi^  be  Annthe^ 
tna  Maranatba.  While  you  are  under  the  law,  no 
blefling  belongs  to  you,  but  all  divine  curfes ;  if 
you  will  not  get  out  of  your  legal  righteoufnefs,  and 
get  under  the  gofpel-covert  of  the  blood  of  Jefus, 
nothing  but  terror  belongs  to  you,  and  nothing  but 
terror  and  curfes  can  I  preach  to  you  :  For,  As  many 
as  are  of  the  nvorks  of  the  lawy  are  under  the  curje. 
2.  I  muft  tell  you,  as  you  are  under  the  curfe  of 
the  Lw,  fo  you  are  under  the  command  of  thelaw, 
Doy  and  live :  Though  by  the  gofpel-call  you  arie 
not  obliged  indeed  to  fctk  lighteoufnefs  in  yourfelf^ 
in  order  to  life,  but  to  feek  it  in  Chrift  ;  yet  by  your 
unbelief,  yon  keep  yourfelf  under  the  command  of 
the  law,  If  thcu  'wilt  enter  into  life^  keep  the  com^ 
mandment ;  keep  it  perfcftly,  or  elfe  vengeance  (hall 
overtake  you.  It  is*  not  your  litde  efforts  that  will 
fatisfy  the  law,  tho'  you  ftiould  read,  faft,  mourn, 
and  flied  tears  of  blood  all  your  days ;  if  you  will 
pay  any  duty  to  the  laW  as  a  covenant*  Ten  are  a 
debtor  to  fulfil  the  whole  laWy  Gal.  v.  3.  The  law  is -a 
chain  that  is  linked  together,  and  if  you  take  one 
link  of  it,  the  weight  of  thcwhole  chain  will  be  upon 
you ;  and  fo  if  you  will  do  any  thing  in  obedience  to 
thp  iaw^that  you  may  be  thereby  faved  and  juftificd; 
you're  under  bondage  to  the  whole  law^  and  bound 

to 
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to  do  every  thing  pcrfedly,  that  you  may  be  jufti- 
fied.     Othe  miferable  bondage  that  you  are  under  I 
You  will  never  be  able  to  fatisfy  the  law,  and  Co 
yon  are  condemned  already;    Yea,  let  me  tell  you 
more,  you  are  a  wicked  ungodly  creature  :    What* 
ever  you  feem  to  be  to  others,  or  think  you  are  your- 
felf ;  yet  being  alive  to  the  law,  you  are  a  ftranger 
to  the  life  of  God ;  for,  till  you  be  dead  to  the  law, 
you  fhall  never  live  unto  God ;    though  you  look 
like  an  angel  of  light  for  hblinefs,  yet,  being  alive 
to  the  law,  you  have  no  true  holinels  nor  godlijiefs. 
Yc  that  are  ftill  trufting  to  your  works,  you'll  meet 
with  a  fad  difappointment ;    for  by  the  deeds  of  the 
law  no  fle(h  living  can  be  juftified.    But  there  are 
others,  who  feem  to  be  upon  another  extreme;  they 
iay,  the  law  is  now  abrogated,  and  we  are  not  to 
feck  juftification  or  falvation  that  way ;    and  there* 
fore  we  are  carelefs  about  the  law,  or  about  any 
duty  of  obedience.     Yea,  but  let  me  tell  you  your 
doom  out  of  the  law  alfo ;   you  are  a  defperate  fin- 
ncr:    Becaufe  you  cannot  fatisfy  the  curfe  of  the 
law,    therefore    you   run    away  from    the    com<- 
mands  of  the  law,  and  run  away  to  the  devil,  in« 
ftead  of  running  to  Chrift.     But  Fll  tell  you,  tho* 
Jtbc  law  cannot  juftify,  or  fave  you,  yet  it  can  con- 
demn you :    It  hath  power  to  condemn  you,  tho'  it 
hath  none  to  fave  you  ;    and  it  will  condemn,  and 
does  condemn  you,  and  all  that  are  out  of  Chrift; 
and  therefore,  for  every  fin  that  you  are  guilty  of, 
you  mud  anfwer ;  and  every  fin  is  enoqgh  to  damn 
you,  by  virtue  of  the  law*    O  then,  may  this  be  a 
mean  to  move  you  all  that  are  under  the  law,  tofeek 
to  Chrift,  who  is  the  end  of  the  law,  for  righteoui^ 
nefs,  to  every  one  that  believetb  1  Come,  poor,  curfed, 

0^4  con- 
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condemned,  ungodly  finner,  if  you  would  live  un- 
to God  here,  and  live  with  him  hereafter,  come 
out  from  under  the  heavy  yoke  of  the  law  5  Chrift 
hath  a  good  and  perfe3:  law-biding  righteoufnefii 
to  give  you,  though  you  have  nothing  to  bring  to 
him  but  fin  and  guilt,   and  mifery,  and  hell  about 
you,  yet  come  to  him  j    and  if  you  cannot  come, 
O  go  to  him,  and  tell  him  that  you  cannot  come, 
and  plead  that  by  his  omnipotent  power  he  may 
draw  you  ;   and  if  you  do  fo  in  truth,  it  is  one  to  a 
thoufand,  if  he  does  not  meet  you  half  way,    O 
iirs,  you  cannot  be  faved,  to  the  credit  of  God's 
holincfs,  unlefs  you  join  in  with  Chrift's  rightcouf* 
iiefs,  which  anfwers  aifo  the  threatning  of  the  law, 
and  fatisfies  the  juftice  of  God.     In  this  way,  mer- 
cy can  take  vent,  to  the  credit  and  honour  of  all 
God's   perfcftions.     O  my  brethren,  are  you  for 
this  way  of  it  ?     O  then  fay,  farewel  to  the  law  of 
works  for  ever  ^  here  is  a  more  noble  and  glorious 
way,     O  bleflfed  be  God  for  ever,  if  that  be  tho  bar- 
gain betwixt  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  and  your  foul ! 
O  may  the  Lord  draw  you  to  it !     But  now, 

2^fy^  To  you  that  are  believers,  and  have  doibd 
with  Chrift,  and  fo  are  dead  to  the  law ;  remem- 
ber you're  not  to  live  a  lawlefs  life  for  all  that :  My 
exhortation  to  you  is,  that  being  dead  to  the  law, 
you  live  unto  God.  Let  me  offer  fome  motives 
and  direftions,  and  the  rather  that  I  have  taken 
fome  pains  to  gather  together,  and  lay  before  you 
many  things  relative  to  a  legal  temper,  for  guards 
ing  you  againft  the  Neanomian  extreme  on  the  one 
hand  j  let  men  beware  left  their  carnal  hearts  abufe 
this  dodrine  of  grace  to  Aitinomian  licentioafnefs 
on  the  oth^r  hand.    Sure  I  am,  the  gofpel-doiftrine 
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blf  hath  no  fuch  tendency  :  Though  an  igno* 
i¥orld  may  fufpedt  the  doArine  of  the  golpel^ 
odlrine  of  Chrift*s  righteoufnefs,  as  if  it  were 
\  a  perfonal  righteoufnefs  or  holinefs.  I  4e- 
to  you,  in  the  name  of  Jobovab,  that  the  con-- 
is  true,  and  that  you'll  never  live  according  to 
Lwas  a  rule  of  holinefs,  till  you  be  dead  to  the 
8  a  covenant  and  condition  of  life.  He  that 
ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear.  If  the  light  of  the 
»us  gofpcl, '  even  the  light  of  the  glory  of  God 
5  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  did  once  ihine  into  your 
^  then  beholding  this  glory  of  the  Lord,  you 
d  be  changed  into  the  fame  image  £rom  glory 
jry  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord;  yea,  to  believe 
;orpel  favingly,  is  the  way  to  fulfil  perfedly. 
true  believer  may  be  faid  to  fulfil  the  law,  both 
is  a  covenant,  and  as  it  is  a  rule:  As  it  is  a  co* 
)t,  he  fulfils  it  perfectly  and  legally  in  his  head 
furety,  in  whom  he  hath  perfedt,  everlafting 
eoufnefs ;  and  as  it  is  a  rule,  he  fulfils  it  per- 
'  alfo,  with  a  perfedtion  of  parts  here,  and  a 
fUon  of  degrees  hereafter :  And  in  both  thefe 
fls  may  that  word  be  explained,  Rom.  i.  3,  4. 
e  the  rij;hteoufnefs  of  the  law  is  faid  to  be 
led  in  believers,  whofe  character  is,  that  they 
not  after  the  jkjh^  but  after  the  Jpirit.  Now, 
lid  prefs  you  to  this  fpiritual  walk,  this  holy 
which  is  a  living  unto  God  ;  for  though  your 
efs  be  not  necefTary  for  your  juftification,  which 
I  damnable  dodrine  of  popery ;  tho',  I  fay,  it 
)t  necefTary  for  your  juflification,  becaufe  you're 
to  the  law  in  point  of  juflification,  yet  it  is 
fary,  becaufe  you're  dead  to  the  law,  for  this 
end,  that  you  may  live  unto  God,  in  point  of 
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fandification,  and  that  you  may  be  holy.  More 
particutariy,  for  motives,  confider  the  neceHity  of 
bolinefs  in  thefe  following  particulars. 

(i.)  It  is  ncccflary  in  refpcdt  of  God;  and  here 
(to  ufe  the  method  of  a  great  divine  on  this  head) 
confider  how  the  will  of  God,  the  love  of  God, 
the  glory  of^God,  obliges  you  in  particular,  be- 
liever, to  live  unto  God.     i.  The  fovereign  will 
of  God  obliges  you  to  holinefs,   i  T^bejf.  iv.  3.  ^bh 
is  the  will  of  God,  even  your  janSijkation.     It  is  the 
will  of  God  the  Father ;    he  hath  ordained  it :    We 
are  his  workmanship,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto, 
good  works,  which  God  before  had  ordained  that 
we  -fliould  walk  therein.     It  is  the  will  of  God  the 
Son,  Jobnx^.  16. 1  have  (Ordained you  that  ye  Jbauld 
bring  forth  fruity  and  that  it  Jkould  remlain.  .  It  is 
the  will  of  Gfxi  the  Holy  Ghoft,  whom  wc  gneve 
by  our  fins,  if  we  do  not  ftudy  holinefs.     2.  The 
hoe  of  God  obliges  you  to  holinefs ;  yea,  this  is  the 
end  of  the  elcfting  love  of  the  Father,  the  pur* 
chafing  love  of  the  Son,  and  the  operating  love  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft.  It  is  the  peculiar  end  of  the  eled« 
ing  love  of  the  Father,  who  hath  chofen  us,   diat 
we  fliould  be  holy  and  unblameable,  Epb.  i.  4.  be* 
fore  him  in  love  3    he  hath  chofen  us  to  falvation, 
through  fandlification  of  the  Spirit,     It  is  the  pecu- 
liar end  of  the  purchafing  love  of  the  Son,  who  gave 
himfelf  for  us^  that  be  might  redeem  us  from  all  ini^ 
quityy  and  purify  to  bimjelf  a  peculiar  people^  zealous 
of  good  works^  Tit.  ii.  14.  jind  who  laved  his  Churchy 
and  gave  himfelf  for  it,  that  he  might  fanBify  and 
^leanje  it  by  the  wafljing  of  water ^  and  prefent  it  to 
himfelf  a  glorious  church,  not  having  fpot  nor  wrinkle^ 
nor  anyfucb  thing,  but  that  it  Jkould  be  holy  and. with- 
-aut  ilemijb^  Eph.  v*  '^^yJlA,  27,     It  is  alfo  the  pc- 
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tits  whole  work  in  us,  and  for  u$,  confiding  in  pre- 
paring us  for,  and  enabling  us  to  the  duties  of  ho- 
Iinefs,  and  bringing  forth  the  fruit  thereof  in  us* 
Believer,  if  you  have  any  regard  to  the  fovereignty 
of  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoil,  any  regard 
to  the  love  of  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
it  obliges  you  to  holinefs  of  heart  and  life.  3,  The 
glory  of  God  obliges  you  to  holinefs,  and  makes  it 
necefTary.  Would  you  glorify  the  Father,  then  let 
ymr  light  fo  Jhine^  before  men^  that  they  feeing  your 
good  works^  may  glorify  God.  Herein  is  my  Father 
gbrifed,  that  ye  bear  much  fruit.  Would  you  glo- 
rify the  Son  ?  It  is  the  wiU  of  God,  that  all  men 
honour  the  Son,  even  as  they  honour  the  Father. 
And  how  is  this  done  ?  Even  by  believing  in  him^ 
and  obeying  him ;  Te  are  my  friends^  ye  evidence 
yourfelves  to  be  fo,  if  ye  do  wbatjbever  I  command  you. 
Would  you  glorify  the  Holy  Ghoft?  It  is  by  fludy- 
ing  holinefs ;  for  we  are  his  temple,  and  holinefs 
becomes  his  houfe  and  temple  for  ever  ;  and  he  ia 
difhonoured  when  his  temple  is  defiled.  Surely^ 
believer,  when  I  fpeak  to  you,  I  cannot  be  fuppofed 
to  fpeak  to  one,  that  neither  regards  the  ibvereign 
will,  love  nor  glory  of  God,  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Ghoft ;  though  your  holinefs  fhould  all  be  loft,  and 
never  regarded,  which  is  impoflible,  yet  here  is  rea- 
fon  enough  for  it. 

(2.)  In  refpeft  of  yourfelves,  you're  necefifarily 
obliged  to  holinefs ;  your  own  honour  and  peace 
are  concerned  here:  It  is  gainful i  Godlinefs  is  great 
gain,  having  the  promife  of  this  Ufe  and  that  which  it 
to  come.  It  is  pleafant ;  For  mjdoms  ns)ays  are  tied* 
fantnefs^  and  all  her  paths  are  peace.  There  ts  no 
peace^  faith  my  Gody  to  the  'wicked  i  but  the  fruit  of 
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rightemfnefs  is  peace\  and. the  effeS  of  rigtaemfnefi^ 
quietwefs  and  ajfurance  for  ever.  Yea,  it  is  honour^ 
able^  and  the  greateft  honour  you  can  be  advanced 
unto ;  to  be  holy  is  to  be  like  unto  God. 

(3.)  In  rcfpeA  of  others^  you're  obliged  to  holi- 
ncfs  \  it  may  tend  to  their  convidion  and  converfion* 
On  the  one  hand,  it  may  tend  to  their  convidion, 
and  to  flop  their  mouths,  who  are  enemies  of  God, 
and  that  both  here  and  hereafter,  i.  It  may  ftop 
their  mouths  here,  as  you  fee,  i  P^/.  ii.  1 5.  His  ts 
the  will  of  God,  that  with  well-doings  you  may  put  to 
Jilence  the  ignorance  offoolijh  men.  Ignorant  fools 
may  call  you  hypocrites,  they  may  call  you  Anti^ 
nomiansy  and  enemies  to  the  law :  Now,  by  well- 
doing, you  give  them  an  unanfwerable  document, 
that  cho'  you  be  dead  to  the  law  as  a  covenant,  yet 
you  put  honour  upon  the  law  as  a  rule  of  holincfs, 
and  fo  make  them  afhamed  of  their  bafc  calumny, 
according  to  that,  2  Pet.  iii.  i6.  Having  a  good  con^ 
fciencey  that  whereas  they  fpeak  evil  ofycu^  as  of  eviU 
doersy  they  may  be  ajbamed  that  faljly  accufe  your  good 
converjation  in  Cbrift.  And,  2.  Hereafter,  in  the 
day  of  judgment,  it  is  faid,  the  faints  (hall  judge 
the  world,  not  only  as  they  will  be  afTefTors  witl) 
the  Son  of  God,  and  applaud  him  in  all  his  judicial 
proceedings ;  but  in  regard  their  hoiinefs  and  good 
works  will  tend  to  the  confuGon  and  convidion  of 
the  wicked :  And  indeed  the  good  works  of  the 
faints  will  meet  them  one  day,  with  fo  changed  a 
countenance,  that  they  fhall  fcarce  know  them; 
They  fee  them  now  to  be  all  black,  defiled  and  de- 
formed ;  but  they  will  then  be  brought  forth  beau* 
tiful  and  glorious,  to  the  fhame  of  the  wicked, 
Mattb.  XXV.  On  the  other  hand,  your  hoiinefs  may 
tend  to  the  converiion  of  others,  1  Fet.  ii.  12.  The 
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hoVinefs  of  profeiTors  hath  ibmetimes  tended  to  the 
Gonverfion  of  the  profane,  who,  when  the  day  of 
their  gracious  vifitation  hath  come,  have  gloriiied 
God  upon  that  account,  i  Pet.  iii.  1,  2.  and  there- 
fore lays  PW,  7/>.  iii.  18.  7&i  is  a  f^^ithful faying^ 
and  tbefe  things  I  ivill^  that  tbou  affirm  conftantly^ 
that  they  which  have  believed  in  God,  be  careful  to 
maintain  good  works ;  for  thefe  things  are  good  and 
frofitable  unto  men. 

(4.)  In  refped  of  your  fiate^  you  ftand  obliged 
to  hblinefs.  Are  you  in  a  juftiiied  ftate,  accepted 
bto  frienddiip  with  a  holy  God,  of  purer  eyes  thaQ 
to  behold  iniquity  \  Should  you  not  evidence  your 
juftification  by  your  fandification  ?  Is  it  not  neceifary 
that  you  (hould  be  holy,  if  you  dwell  in  the  prcr 
fence,  walk  in  the  fight,  and  lie  in  the  bofom  of 
fuch  a  holy  God  ? .  Are  you  in  a  fan£tified  ftate  ? 
Wherefore  was  you  regenerated  ?  Wherefore  got  you 
a  new  heart,  and  a  new  nature,  and  a  holy  principle 
of  grace,  but  that  you  (hould  be  holy  ?  Are  you  in 
an  adopted  date  ?  Why  fo  ?  but  that  you  (hould  live 
like  the  children  of  God,  and  be  followers  of  God, 
as  dear  children  P  O,  was  you  not  juftified,  adopted, 
and  (andtified  for  this  end,  that  you  might  live  unto 
God?  If  we  be  believers,  what  a  (hame  is  it  for  us, 
to  live  fo  unfuitably  to  our  (late,  as  many  times  we 
do?  Is  that  all  the  thanks  we  give  to  God  for  his  fa* 
Tours,  that  we  (hould  trample  bis  (latutes  under  our 
feet,  di(honour  his  name,  break  his  law,  and  grieve 
his  Spirit  ?  It  does  not  become  you,  it  is  not  like 
you,  believer.  He  hath  loved  you  with  an  cverlaft- 
ing  love,  and  drawn  you  with  loving-kindnefs;  will 
ou  a£t  like  a  devil  in  enmity  againft  him,  becaule 
e   hath  aSed  lik%  ^  God  of  love  towards  you  ? 
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O  fy  for  (hame,  believer,  7>//  //  not  in  Gatb^  &C. 
Have  we  not  the  hope  of  glory?  And  Ihall  we  not, 
having  this  hope,  purify  ourfclves,  even  is  he  is 
pure?     Are  wc  partakers  of  the  precious  promifcs? 
Then,  having  thefc  promifes,  dearly  beloved,  kt 
us  ckanfe  ourjelves  from  aUJilthinefi  of  the  fefh^  &c. 
Are  we  heirs  of  glory?     And  (hall  wc  not  feck  to 
have  our  right  and  title  unto  glory  cleared  ?     Ufl;. 
xxii.  1 4.  Bleffed  are  they  that  do  bis  commandmentSy 
that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life^  and  may 
enter  in  through  the  gates  to  the  city  j    that  is,  cither 
that  your  right  may  be  made  evident,  according  to 
that  word,  Te  are  my  friends^  if  ye  do  uhatfoever  I 
command  you  y  that  is,  you  thus  evidence  yourfelves 
to  be  my  friends;  or,  concerning  this  right,  know 
there  is  a  hght  of  merit  and  a  right  of  meetnefs^  both 
neccflary ;    a  right  of  merits  believer,  you  have  not 
in  yourfelf,  but  in  Chrift ;  and  that  is  eftabliflicd  in 
juftification,  through  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  5  a 
right  of  mcctnefs  you  muft  have  in  )-ourfelf  from 
Chrift,  and   that  is  in  fandlification  and  holinefs: 
What  fhall  I  fay  ?     Are  you  not  dead  to  the  law, 
that  you  may  live  unto  God  ?  Are  you  not  to  teftify 
your  gratitude  towards  him,  that  hath  provided  an- 
other law-righteoufnefs  than  your  own  ?     Arc  you 
not  to  feparate  yourfelf  from  the  world,  that  arc 
walking  in  the  broad  way  to  h.ell  and  damnation, 
and  under  the  curfe  of  the  law  and  the   wrath  of 
God  ?  Are  you  not  delivered  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
and  of  all  men  in  the  world  under  the  greateft  obli- 
gations to  be  holy  ?  Should  you  not  ftudy  to  pleafc 
that  God  who  hath  pitied  you  ?  Hath  he  not  wafli- 
ed  you  in  his  blood,  and  ought  you  not,  through  his 
grace,  to  ftudy  to  let  it  bcbiown  to  the  world,  that 
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lis  ^lood  hath  a  virtue  to  fandlify  you  ?  Yea,  hath 
le  promifed,  fin  (hall  not  have  dominion  over  you, 
l)ecaufe  ye  are  not  under  the  lavtr,  but  under  grace  ? 
Should  ye  not  ftudyj  through  his  grace,  to  let  it  be 
een,  that  his  promife  is  verified  in  you  ? 

(5.)  In  refpcdl  of  the  danger  you  are  in,  if  you 
\o  not  ftudy  holinefs.  If  you  be  a  child  of  God, 
j^ou  are  indeed  freed  from  the  curfe  of  the  cove- 
nant of  works,  that  penalty  can  never  reach  you; 
3ut  is  it  nothing  to  you,  that  your  heavenly  Fa- 
:her  ihould  chaftife  yqu,  hide  his  face  from  you, 
deny  an  anfwer  to  your  prayers,  hide  your  evidences 
>f  heaven  from  you,  give  you  up  to  the  tyranny  of 
^our  lulls,  and  then  take  vengeance  on  your  inven- 
ions  ? 

(6.)  In  rcfpedl  of  the  izdvantage  herein.  You 
ire  obliged  to  holinefs :  Why  ?  In  this  way  you 
may  come  to  live  joyfully,  and  die  comfortably ; 
in  this  way  your  integrity  may  be  fupported,  as  it 
was  with  Job  5  in  this  way  you  may  come  to  have 
Tweet  communion  with  God,  according  to  Chrift's 
promife,  John.  xiv.  zi.  He  that  bath  my  command" 
mentSy  and  keepeth  tbem^  he  it  is  that  loves  me,  and 
I  wi/I  love  him,  &c.  In  this  way  you  (hall  be  fitted 
forferving  him  in  your  generation,  zTim.  ii.  19. 
In  this  way  you  will  have  an  evidence  of  your  jufti- 
Bcation,  i  John  \iu  19.  In  this  way  you  (hall  bring 
iown  the  blefling  of  God  on  every  work  of  your 
band,  all  that  ye  do  (hall  piofper,  Pfal.i.^.  Yea, 
in  this  way  you  ihall  become  a  publick  good,  a 
cx>mmon  good,  a  blefling,  and  a  benefit  to  all  about 
irou,  both  in  communicating  good  to  them  with 
whom  you  converfe,  and  in  diverting  judgments 
From  thefe  that  are  about  you,  as  ten  righteous  mea 
rv^ould  have  prefcrved  Sodom.    O  what  a  Sodom  i$ 
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the  prefent  generation !  And  as  it  is  like  Sod^  ttid 
Gomorrah^  and  perhaps  a  thoufand  times  worfc,  in 
refped  of  fins  againft  law  and  gofpel- light,  which 
Sodom  never  had ;  fo,  if  the  Lord  do  not  leave  us  a 
remnant,  we  (hall  be  like  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  in 
refpeA  of  judgments.  All  thefe  thingS)  and  a  thou- 
fand more  that  might  be  adduced,  ihould  prefs  yoa 
mightily  to  the  fludy  of  holinefs,  and  living  unto 
God )  you  are  dead  to  the  law,  that  you  may  live  to 
God.     But  next, 

2dlyy  For  direBion.    ^ueft.  O  how  (hall  I  live 
unto  C3od  ?    I  (hall  ofler  you  no  diredions  but  one, 
which  my  text  leads  me  to,  and  that  is,  if  you  would 
live  unto  God,   O  (ludy  to  be  more  and   miore 
dead  to  the  law :    The  mpre  you  are  dead  to  the 
law  as  a  covenant,  the  more  you  will  live  according 
to  the  law  as  a  rule  ?     What  ?    Do  you  not  find  a 
legal  fpirit  that  remains  with  you,  and  weakens  your 
hands  in  duties  of  holinefs  ?     When  you  are  wrcft- 
ling  at  duties  in  your  own  natural  ftrength,  it  is  a 
legal  old  covenant  way ;    and  do  you  not  find  it  a 
hard,  heavy,  wearifome  taflc  ?     I  believe  there  is 
little  holinefs  there.     But  when  you  are  leaning  on 
the  ftrength  of  Chrift,  do  you  not  find  your  foul 
enlarged  and  quickened  in  duty?     When  you  per- 
form duty  from  a  principle  of  flavifh  fear,  that  is 
a  legal   way;    and  do  you   not  find  your  hands 
weakened,  and  little  heart  to  the  work  ?     But  on 
the  contrary,  when  the  love  of  Chrift  conftrains 
you,  is  it  not  then  that  you  run  with  pleafure  in  the 
•  ways  of  his  commandments  ?     Yea,  fin  hath  domi* 
nion  over  you,  when  you  are,  and  in  fo  far  as  you 
are  under  tlie  law ;  for  the  motions  of  fin  are  by 
the  law:    The  law  irritates  corruption,  and  can- 
not fubdue  it ;    for  it  is  the  grace  of  God,  revealed 
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in  the  gbfpcl,  that  efFeAually  teaches  to  deny  un- 
jgodliDei&  and  worldly  lufts*  To  be  dt-ad  to  the  law, 
is  to  be  married  to  Chrift ;  it  is  to  be  brought  off 
froori  the  firft  AJam^  and  unit,  d  to  thefecond  Adam. 
And,  believer,  as  you  are  in  Chrift,  fo  you  are  to 
abide  in  him,  if  you  would  be  fruitful,  and  live 
unto  Godj  John  xv.  4.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear 
fruit  of  itfilf  except  it  abide  in  the  'cine ;  no  more 
cmtye^  except  ye  abide  in  me.  Now,  to  abide  in 
him,  is  juft  to  be  ftrong  in  the  gr.xe  that  is  in 
him,  and  to  continue  to  be  llrong  in  him  by  fairh  ; 
and  this  is  necelTdty  in  order  to  fruitfulncfs  :  As, 
the*  an  imp  be  grafted  into  the  root,  if  it  be  not 
£iftened  and  take  firm  rootiiig,  it  does  not  come 
to  froitfulnefs ;  fo  the  finner  is  made  a  chriftian, 
by  being  cut  off  fi'om  the  law,  and  ingrafted  into 
Chrift  ;  but  he  is  not  a  fruitful  chriftian,  if  he  do 
not  take  a  faft  hold  of  Chrift,  and  draw  virtue 
firom  him :  Therefore,  abide  in  me^  and  I  in  you^ 
fays  Chrift  5  and  O  but  it  is  well  (aid  !  For,  if  he 
do  not  abide  in  us,  we  will  never  abide  in  him  by 
the  grace* of  faith,  unlefs  he  abide  in  us  by  the 
fpirit  of  faith.  If  we  provoke  God  to  take  away 
his  fpirit,  our  faith  fades,  fails  and  withers ;  and 
then  wc  depart  from  the  Lord  by  an  evil  heart  of 
unbelief.  Here  is  the  way  then  to  live  unto  God, 
and  to  bring  forth  fruit  to  him,  even  to  die  more 
and  more  to  the  firft  hufband,  the  law,  and  to  live 
by  faith  upon  your  bleffed  hufband,  Chrift.  ^^5/?. 
But  by  what  outward  means  fliould  we  thus  hve  ? 
May  wc  not  negle<il  duties,  fince  we  are  dead  to 
the  law?  Nay,  God  forbid.  It  vm  the  devH's 
temptation  to  Chrift,  to  caft  himfelf  headlong 
from  the  temple,  becaufe  God  had  promiied  to 
preferve  him  in  a^  his  ways;  fu^  believer,  God 
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hath  promlf^d  to  preferve  you,  he  hath  promiied 
that  fin  fhall  not  have  dominion  over  you,  and  that 
you  fhall  never  perifli ;  and  is  the  devil  tempting 
you  therefore  to  throw  yourfelf  down  headlong 
from  the.  temple,  and  from  temple-means  and 
ordinances,  publick  and  private  ?  O  tell  that  abo- 
minable devil y  as  Chrift  did.  It  is  written^  thou 
P^alt  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God.  If  you  negled 
means,  you  tempt  the  Lord  your  God,  who  hath 
commanded  you  to  ufe  means,  and  made  this  the 
method  of  the  communication  of  grace  and  ftrength, 
to  wit,  in  the  ufe  of  fuch  means,  as  faith,  pray- 
er, reading,  hearing,  meditation,  watchfulnefs : 
Therefore,  O  be  diligent  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  means  j 
only  do  not  truft  to  the  means,  by  putting  them 
in  Chrift's  room  ;  give  means  their  own  room,  and 
do  not  exped,  without  the  grace  of  the  new  co- 
venant, tnat  means  will  do  the  bufinefs.  Grace 
is  the  fpring  from  which  the  living  water  does 
flow,  and  means  are  the  channel  and  pipes  thro' 
which  the  water  is  conveyed  ;  and  if  the  fountain 
do  not  fend  out  flreams,  all  the  conduits  and  pipes 
in  the  world  can  never  convey  it  unto  us.  Tnere- 
fore  in  the  ufe  of  means,  be  fHll  looking  to  the 
Lord :  Look  to  him,  both  for  grace  to  ufe  the 
means,  and  for  grace ^to  blefs  the  means.  If  you 
lay  flrcfs  upon  the  means,  they  become  unprofit- 
able :  In  the  ufe  of  thefe  means,  O  cry,  cry  migh- 
tily to  the  Lofd,  that  he-  would  kill  your  felf-con- 
fidence  ;.  cry  for  the  fpirit  of  life,  to  quicken  you, 
that  you  may  live  unto  God  j  for,  till  the  fpirit 
of  life  enter  into  the  dry  bones,  there  will  be  no 
'^Airring,  no  motion,  no  living  to  God.  Cry  for 
the  fpirit  of  faith,  fo  as  you  may  fay  with  Paul 
jn  the  context,  1  live^  yet  not  /,  but  Cbriji  livetb 
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in  mei  and  the  life  I  live^  is  by  the  faith  of  the 
Son  ofGod^  who  loved  me^  and  gave  bimfelf  for  me. 
O  cry  for  faith  and  the  affurance  of  faith  :  No 
doubt  one  aiay  have  faith,  and  yet  want  that  af- 
furance, which  we  commonly  call  fo;  but  whether 
there  be  fome  kind  of  affurance  or  pcrfuafion  in 
the  nature  of  faith,  is  a  queflion  that  I  do  not  here 
enter  upon  :  Only,  this  I  am  fure  of,  from  the 
word  of  God,  that  doubting  is  no  part  of  feith  ; 
for  faith  and  doubting  are  as  oppoiite  as  light  and 
darknefs.  Some  believers  indeed  have  many  doubts; 
many  doubts,  many  doubts  ;  why  ?  bccaufe  they 
have  little  faith,  little  faith,  Uttle  faith  ;  O  thou  of 
little  faith^  wherefore  didft  thou  doubt  ?  And  I  find 
the  believer  that  walks  in  darknefs,  and  hath  no 
light,  is  directed  to  fiaiih,  as  the  antidote  ai];ainft 
his  darknefs  and  doubting;  Let  him*tru/i  in  the 
name  of  the  Lordy  and  fay  himfelf  upon  his  God. 
Cry,  1  fay,  for  the  fpirit  of  faith,  and  faith  will 
work  by  love  :  Cry  for  a  gofpel- fpirit;  for  I  tcftify 
in  the  Lord's  name,  that  gofpel-holincfs  will  never 
flourifh  among  us,  or  in  the  generation,  till  we  be 
more  free  of  a  legal  fpirit ;  and  that  we  will  not  live 
unto  God,  unlets  we  be  dead  to  the  law. 
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faints  and  angels,  for  that  would  make  but  at  bcR 
a  mean  creature-meeting ;  but  it  is  a  glorious  de- 
lightful company  of  divine  attributes  and  perfedi- 
ons,  in  the  fweeteft  concord  meeting  together,  and 
embracing  one  another.     This  wonderful  conjunct 
tion  of  divine  excellencies  is  the  friendly  company 
that  meets  together,  to  put  honour  upon  this  nup- 
tial folemnity ;  and  to  fee  them  thus  harmonioufly 
embracing  one  another  in  the  falvation  of  finncrs, 
is   the  fweeteft  fight  that    the  bride,    the  lamb*8 
wife,  (hall  ever  fee  at  the  marriage-fupper,  whether 
it  be  at  the  lower  or  upper  table.    Tnerc  is  a  great 
meeting  in  this  houfe,  but  an  infinitely  greater  in 
this  text ;  a  meeting  of  divine  excellencies,  to  grace 
the  folemnity  of  the  marriage-fupper  of  the  lamb  : 
Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together ^  righteoujiiefi  and 
peace  have  kijfed  each  other.    When  God  made  hea- 
ven and  earth  out  of  nothing,  he  made  them  by  a 
word,   without  any  other  ceremony;    but,  when 
he  made  man,  there  was  fome  particular  iblemni- 
ty,  a  grand  council,  as  it  were,  of  the  glorious  Tri- 
nity called  J  Come^  let  us  make  man  ajter  our  image. 
But    now  man  having  unmade    himfelf,    if   God 
hath  a  mind  for  the  praife  of  his  own  glorious  grace 
to  make  him  up  again,  bj  a  new  creation  in  Chi  ill 
Jefus,  there  muft  be  a  more  glorious  lolcinuityyet; 
not  only  a  council  of  the  adorableTrinity,  but  a  grand 
meeting   of  all    the  attributes  of  God,  to  confult 
their  own  glory  that  was  marr'd,  and  reconcile  their 
own  intercfts,  and  feemingiy  contradictory  claims : 
For   the  fin   of  man  had   brought  real  confufion 
among  all  the  creatures  of  God  on  earth,  yea,  and  a 
iceming  war  among  all  the  attributes  of  God  in  hea- 
ven, concerning  the  execution  of  the  fentence  of 
the   law  upon  mankind,  the  tranfgreflbr  thereof  j 
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fome  of  thcfc  aitribu«cs,  fi;ich  as  Mercy,  faying,  if 
the  ftntcncc  of  death  be  executed  upon  them,  now 
IhiJl  1  be  glorified  ?  Others,  fuch  as  Truth,  faying, 
if  the  fcntcnce  be  not  executed,  how  fl^all  I  bo 
glorified  ?  Is  it  to  be  expeded  that  fuch  oppofites 
can  meet  together?  Or,  if  they  meet,  that  thty 
will  agree  together  cordially  ?  Yea,  tho'  it  be  be- 
yond the  cxf^eftation  of  men  and  angels,  yet,  be- 
nold,  it  is  here  celebrated  with  a  fong  ?  Mrcy  and 
truth  are  tJiet  together^  rigbteoujnefs  and  ptace  Lave 
kijfed  each  other. 

This  PJalm  confifts  of  a  prayer  of  faith  y  and  an 
anjwer  of  peace.  1/,  The  Church's  prayer^  from 
the  beginning  to  the  8th  w^y^,  where  they  are  pray- 
ing for  the  removal  of  many  tokens  of  God's 
dilpleafarc  they  were  under,  notwithftanding  tl.eir 
return  out  of  the  Babylonijh  captivity,  zdly^  The 
anjwer  of  peace  th2Lt  IS  made  to  their  prayer,  fion[i 
ver.  8.  and  downward.  We  have  here  the  pfalmift 
lifteningand  waiting  for  the  anfwcr  j  I  will  bear  what 
Cod  tue  Lord  will  fpeak  \  the  an fwer  iifelf  in  gene- 
ral is  peace,  He  will  fpeak  peace  to  his  people^  &c. 
If  he  give  not  outward  peace,  yet  he  will  fug- 
geft  inward  peace,  fpeaking  that  to  their  hearts  by 
his  fpirit,  which  he  had  fpoken  to  their  ears  by  his 
word.  Whatever  other  fort  of  peace  and  profpc- 
rity  they  enjoyed,  when  at  length  the  children  of 
the  captivity,  after  a  great  deal  of  toil,  had  gained 
a  fettlement  in  their  own  land,  yet  peace  with  God, 
and  fpiritual  profperity  under  the  Me£iah\  king- 
dom, was  the  great  ^  thing  here  promifed,  and 
prophefied  of;  and  that  is  a  peace  that  lays  the 
foul  under  the  flrongtft  obligation  to  keep  at  a  i-i- 
Hance  from  all  fin,  which  is  me  greateft  folly,  and  |o 
beware  of  backfliding  thereto.     But  let  tkem  not  rer 
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turn  again  to  folly :  For  true  peace  with  God  brings 
in  u'ar  with  (in.     But  this  is  further  explained  in 
the  main   leading  part  thereof,   namely,  fahation 
and  glory ^  ver.  9.  Surely  bis  fahation  is  near  to  them 
that  fear  bim^  that  glory  may  dwell  in  our  land. 
Now,  whatever  other  falvation  be  here  imported, 
Chrift  is  the  great  falvation  intended  :  When   he  is 
near  in  view,  then  the  believer  cries  out,  with  old 
Simeon^  Now  mine  eyes  bave  feen  tby  falvation :  And 
whatever  other  glory  and  honour  be  here  imported, 
Chrift  is  the  chief  glory  here  intended  :  When  he 
goes  away  from  a  land,  then  1-cbabod^  the  glory  is 
departed  ;    but,    where  he  abides,  glory   dwells  ; 
for  he  is  called,  A  ligbt  to  ligbten  tbe  Gentiles^  arid 
the  glory  of  bis  people  Ifrael.     But  now,  if  we;  would 
know  what  fort  of  glory  it  is  that  appears  when 
Chrift  is  revealed,  why  it  is  even  the  glorious  har- 
mony of  all  the  divine  attributes  illuftrioufly  ftiin- 
ing  in  him,  who   is  both  our  falvation  and   our 
glory :  Mercy  and  trutb  are  met  together^  righteouf 
nefs  and  peace  bave  kijfed  eacb  other.    Now,  tho* 
thefe  words  may  be  applied  to  the  happy  meet- 
ing of  graces  in  men,  upon  the  revelation  of  Chrift 
in  the  foul,  which  I  may  afterwards  obferve  in  the 
fequel,  and  in   which  fcnfc  fome  interpreters  un- 
derftand  it;  yet  I   take   it  mainly   to  import  the 
happy  meeting  of  perfecftions  in  God  to  be  glorified 
in  the  finner's  falvation  by  Jel'us  Chrift,  which  is 
a  glofs  that  no  interpreter  1  have  had  occafion   to 
confult  does  nejilcdt  or  omit ;  and  if  any  of  them 
(hould  mifs  it,  I  think   they  would   mifs  the  very 
ground- work  and  foundation  of  all    other    happy 
meetings  :  Mercy  and  truth  have  met  together ^  rigb^ 
teoufnefs  and  peace  have  kiffed  each  other ^ 
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In  the  words  you  luay  obfcKvCf  iji%  The  mem^ 
bers  of  the  meeting,  zdkf^  The  manner  of  the 
meeting.  3^/f,  The  harmony  of  the  meeting. 
£^hlyj  The  irrangenefs  of  it. 

Ohferve,  I  <ay»  i.  The  members  ,dl  the  meeting 
mercy^  truths  rigbteoufnefs^  peace.  I  hope  I  need 
not  caution  feme  in  this  aflcmbly,  that  they  be- 
ware of  im;igining  thefe  various  ,perfedions  of  God^ 
under  the  names  of  thircv^  tnM^  rigbtewfnefs  aiid 
peace,  l.s  it  they  weie  really  diftind  and  different 
things  in  God :  Or,  as  if  they  were  really  different 
parties,  making  a  formal  confultation,  in  order  to 
their  agreement :  For  God  is  one,  and  cannot  be 
divided ;  he  is  one  infinite,  eternal  and  unchange- 
able Being;  there  are  not  diilmd:  and  difierent 
things  in  his  nature  and  cffei:ce,  however  his  per- 
fedlions  be  thus  reprcfcnted  to  our  weak,  finite  ca-i- 
peciries,  which  ca.^not  underftand  the  perfections  of 
God  but  in  fcvcral  pirts,  as  it  were.  By  mercy 
then,  here,  we  are  to  underftand  God  himfeif,  as 
he  is  a  merciful  and  gracious  God :  By  trutb  we  arc 
to  underftand  the  fame  God,  as  he  is  a  true  and 
faitbjul  God :  Bv  rigbteoufnefs  we  may  underftand 
his  juftice^  or  God  himfeif,  as  he  is  zjufl  andrigb^ 
ieous  Gody  and,  by  peace ^  the  fame  God,  as  he  is 
the  God  of  peace ^  and  a  God  reconciling  tbe  world  to 
hiijijelf  So  that  the  whole  comes  to  this ;  it  is 
the  great  and  eternal  God  himfeif,  confblting  with 
himfeif,  in  a  manner  becoming  his  infinite  and 
adorable  pcrfedicuis,  how  to  glorify  himfeif  in  all 
his  glorious  attributes,  in  the  way  of  faving  finners 
in  and  by  Jefus  Chrift. 

2.  The  manner  of  the  meeting.  Thefe  ezccl-r 
lencies  and  perfedions  of  God  meet  together,  as  it 
wcie,  in  pairs )  mercy  and  trutb^  rigitecufnefs  and 
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peace^  %o\t\g  hand  in  hand  into  the  council-cham- 
ber to  concert  the  matters  that  concerned  their 
h^heft  glorv  and  honour. 

3.  TIic  harmony  of  the  mcetiftg.  Having  met 
to^Bthcr,  they  kifs  and  embrace  each  taker.  Mer- 
cy and  peace  as  it  were,  exprefs  their  complacen- 
cy in  troth  and  rightfoufnefp,  and  truth  and  ri^h- 
teooTnefs  exprefs  their  complacency  in  mercy  and 
peace,  and  delight  in  one  another's  hontmr :  For 
not  one  attribute  of  the  divine  majefty  can  or  will 
be  glorified  to  the  diihonour  of  any  other  attribute, 
bat  mutually  embrace  each  other  in  their  ever- 
lafting  arois,  for  fupporting  the  honour  of  each 
other's  excellency  with  complicated  inefi^ble  en*- 
dttrments. 

4.  The  firangenefi  and  remarkablenefs  of  this 
meeting.  For  the  agreement  of  thefe  parties  met 
together  is  the  more  remarkable,  in  regard  of  their 
jarring  and  oppoiite  claims ;  for  that  mercy  and 
peace  Aould  meet  together,  and  agree  in  favour 
to  fave  us»  and  that  truth  and  righteoufnefs  (hould 
meet  together,  and  agree  in  juftice  to  deftroy  us, 
were  not  fo  ftrangc  and  remarkable.  And,  if 
they  had  kept  feparate  and  remained  fo,  man  had 
been  for  ever  feparate  from  God,  and  fome  darling 
attributes  had  never  been  glorified  in  man's  falvatior, 
our  fin  and  rebellion  having  in  a  manner  fet  the  at- 
tributes of  God  at  fuch  variance,  as  nothing  elfc 
than  infinite  wifdom  could  provide  a  fuffident 
anfwer  to  all  their  contradiftory  claims  and  in- 
terefts,  which  behoved  to  be  done  ere  the  propofal 
concerning  the  falvation  of  any  fin  her  conld  be  gone 
into.  Why,  (zys  merc)\  it  is  my  intereftthat  the 
finner  live  and  not  perifh,  that  I  may  be  magnified, 
fince  I  have  faid,  that  /  ivill  have  mercy  on  whom  1 
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vnll  have  mercy.  Well,  but  fayi  tru/i^  it  is  my 
intereft  as  a  God  of  truth  that  the  finner  die, 
iince,  I  have  faid,  thzt  the  foul  that^metb /hall  die. 
Yea,  and  fays  rigbtemfnefs,  I  muft  join  with  trutb^ 
and  claim  the  finner's  damnation  for  the  advance- 
ment of  my  intereft  and  honour ;  for  I  have  faid, 
and  will  not  gainfay  it/ that  I  will  by  no  means  clear 
tbe  guilty.  O  but,  fays  peace^  I  muft  join  in  with 
mercy^  and  claim  the  (inner's  falvation,  for  advanc- 
ing my  intereft  5  for  1  create  tbe  fruit  of  tbe  lips^ 
feace^  peace  to  bim  tbat  is  afar  offy  and  to  bim  that 
is  near.  So  there  appears  to  be  a  war  in  heaven 
among  thefe  infinitely  adorable  attributes  and  per- 
fedions,  while  mercy  and  peace  are  faying,  we 
muft  have  glory  in  (hewing  undeferved  pity  on 
the  finner,  and  yet  truth  and  righteoufnefs  are 
faying,  we  muft  have  glory  in  executing  the  de- 
ferved  vengeance.  And  now,  O  men  and  angels! 
pray  tell  us,  can  thefe  antipodes  meet  together  ? 
Can  thefe  jarring-like  attributes  of  the  divine  Ma« 
jefty  embrace  each  other  in  the  falvation  of  the  fin* 
ner,  fo  as  to  get  all  their  dema^nds  anfwered,  and 
their  different  interefts  advanced  ?  What  fay  you, 
children  of  men,  can  you  devife  how  thefe  difie- 
*  renccs  can  be  compofed  for  your  own  fafety  ?  No, 
no ;  human  wifdom,  fays,  It  is  not  in  me.  What 
fay  ye,  angels,  that  excel  in  Jlrengtb  and  wifdom  ? 
Can  you  contrive  the  reconciliation  of  thefe  irrecon* 
cileable  demands.  No,  no ;  angelical  wifdom  fays. 
It  is  not  in  me.  Well,  fince  creature- wifdom  fails, 
may  we  addrefs  the  infinite  wifdom  of  the  Deity 
and  enquire  at  a  higher  hand  ?  Bebold^  now  we 
bave  taken  upon  us  fo  Jpeak  unto  tbe  Lord^  who  are 
bui  dujl  and  ajbes :  What  fayft  thou,  O  infinitely 
wife  Jehovah  ?  Can  thefe  oppofite  claims  be  recoo- 
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cUed,  to  the  iatisf^dion  of  all  parties,  and  the 
falvation  of  the  finner  ?  Yea,  it  is  done,  it  is  done 
in  a  crucified  Chrift,  whom  we  have  been  rcmem- 
bring  at  this  fulemnity  \  and  therefore  we  may  fing 
this  marvellous  fong  upon  an  aftec  review  of  it,  fay- 
ing, Gtoryy  glory  y  glory  to  God,  that  mercy  and  truth 
are  met  together ,  &c. 

Observation,  "That  in  the  fahation  ofjinners 
by  Jejus  Cbrijij  the  glorious  attributes  and  perfeStions 
oj  God  do  barmonioujly  conffire  ana  embrace  one  ano^ 
tber.  Or  thus,  ^hat  in  Chrijl  crucified  for  the  re^ 
demption  of  finner  s^  all  the  glorious  attributes  cf  the 
divine  Majefiy  do  harmonioufiy  confpire,  and  embrace 
me  another^ 

When  Gcd  is  well  pleafed,  no  perfeftion  of  God 
is  difpleafed :  But  God  is  well  pleafed  in  Chrift : 
And  therefore  every  perfedlion  of  his  nature  is  well 
pleafed,  none  of  them  difpleafed  or  diifatisfied, 
but  all  pleafed  and  fatisfied  to  the  full.  See  Hof.  \\. 
1 9,  2o»  This  is  declared  by  an  audible  voice  from 
heaven,  faying,  Tl^is  is  my  beloved  Son^  in  whom  L 
am  nvell pleafedy  Matth.  iii.  laft.  And  why?  Even 
for  the  reafon  you  have,  IJd.  xlii.  21.  We  fee 
he  hath  brought  in  a  righteoufnefs  anfwering  the 
demands  of  all  that  flood  in  the  way  of  our  falva- 
tion ;  Did  divine  truth  and  righteoufnefs  fay,  that 
the  threatning  of  the  law  muft  be  executed,  fo  furc 
as  God  is  true,  as  well  as  its  precept  obtempcrated 
and  obeyed?  Well,  can  a  righteoufnefs,  fatisfving 
both  thtfe  demands,  do  the  bufinefs?  Yea,  fays 
jujiice  itfelf  in  concert  vi'wh  wcrcy^  if  there  be  but 
one  righteous  man  in  the  Sodom  of  this  earth,  that 
can  fatii>fy  my  broken  and  violated  law,  in  its 
command  of  perfedl  obedience,  and  in  its  demand 
of  complete  fatisfadion  ^   then  I  will  fparc  all  the 
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eIe<A  world,  for  the  fake .  of  that  one  righteous 
man,  and,  By  his  knowledge  Jhatt  my  righteous  fir^ 
vant  jujiijy  many.     Well  lays  mercy ^  here  is  on* 
whole  name  is  HVonderfuL^  and  whom  they  call  hh 
manuel^  Cod-man,  who  hath  brought  in  an  ever^ 
lajling  righteoufnejs^  both  adive  and  paffive,  fuiting 
the  precept  and  penalty  of  the  law:   Why  then, 
might  one  attribute  fay  to  another,  we  are  all  ple^ 
fed,  and  with  one  confent  let  it  be  proclaimed  oc^ 
earth,  that  the  Lord  is  well  pkafed  for  his  righteoup' 
nefs  fake  5  for  be  hath  magnified  the  law,  and  madl0 
it  honourable*     And  now  the  great  afiair  of  man** 
falvation  is  fo  well  concerted  and  contrived,  chaC 
God  may  have  mercy  upon  them,  and  be  at  peace,* 
with    poor   finners,   without    any   wrong    to    his 
truth  and  righteoufnefs.     The  attributes  of  God 
have  met  and  agreed,  and  fealed  their  agreement 
with  a  kifs  of  infinite  kindnefs,  harmony  and  fa- 
tisfadlion  ;    Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together^  righ^ 
teoufnefs  and  peace  have  kiffed  each  other. 

Now,  that  I  may  fpeak  to  this  purpofe  a  little 
more  fully^  the  method  I  propofe  is, 

1.  To  touch  a  little  at  this  queflion,  who  are 
the  members  of  this  meeting  ?  Or,  what  are  thefc 
atcrihutes  of  God,  which  do  thus  harmonioully 
confpire  together,  propoling  their  various  claims? 

2.  I  would  enquire,  when  and  whefe  it  is  that 
they  meet  together,  and  embrace  one  another  ? 

3.  How^  and  after  what  manner  it  is,  that  they 
meet  together,  and  kifs  one  another  ? 

^ .  Why^  or  for  what  reafon  it  is,  that  they  have 
met  together,  thus  haniionioufly? 

5.  M.ike  fome  application. 

Firjij  I  would  fpeak  a  little  of  the  members  of 
this  meeting,  or  the  attributes  of  God,  that  thus 
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harmomoufljr  confpire   together.      We   need    not 
aik,  at  whofe  inflance  thifi  n^eeting  is  called  ?    It  is 
at  (he  inftancCy  and  by  the  order  of  JEHOVAH, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  one  God ;   his  fo^ 
verei^n  will  and  pleafore,  refolving,  in  a  manner 
like   hunfelf  to  concert   with   hin^felf.      Neither 
Xiced  vn  aik,  what  is  the  occaHon  of  the  meeting  ? 
"Vf^liy,  man  had  tinned,  and  all  mankind,  by  their 
^n  was  involved  under  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and 
^rath  of  God  ;   and  yet  God  had  refolved  and  de- 
^^reed  for  the  glory  of  his  grace  and  mercy,  to  fave 
^  world  of  fianers,  eleQ  according  to  the  foreknow^ 
i^dge  oj  God.    And  while  grace^  mercy  and  peace 
Aie  upon  this  loving  deiign  of  faving  finners,  it  was 
fit  thkt  juflice^  truths  and  rigbteoufnejs,  fhould  be  call- 
ed into  the   fame    council,    to   appear   for   their 
interef^  fincc  the  propofal  of  fucb  a  falvation  of 
(innersfeems  to  encroach  upon  their  honour,  which 
required  the  vengeance  due  to  be  executed  upon  the 
iinoer.    Well,  the  meeting  being  called,  thefe  glo- 
rious perfe^ions,    mercy ^    truth ^    righteoufncfs   and 
peace  appear  j  mercy  and  peace  full  of  pity,  truth  and 
jt^ice^  full  of  fury,  which  made  a  feeming  contro- 
Vcrfy  in  heaven.     We  may  fuppofe  Adam  arraigned 
10  dbie  name  of  all  mankind,  and  (landing  as  a  trtm«- 
Wing  prifoner  at   the  bar ;   yea,  his  very   tongue 
chained  up* in  filence  by  rcafon  of  fin  and  guilt, 
and   he  fentcnced   to  eternal  death,  and  ready  to 
hfit  the  fentence  executed  upon   him  and  all  his 
poftcrity.      We   may   fuppofe,    next,    the   ftvcral 
fljcmbers  of  the  meeting   opening    the   affcnblv, 
by  putting  in   their  fevcral  chtims;   and  we  may 
obfcrve  them  in  the  order  of  the  text. 

I.  Mercy, 


2^^  IfBe  barmm^  of  the 

1.  Mercy,  being  full  of  pity  towards  the  mi- 
fcrable,  comes  walking  alone  in  the  cool  of  the  even- 
ing, and  meekly  craving  leave  to  fpcak,  nothwidi* 
ftjnding,  that  truth  zndjujlice  be  prefent  at  the  meet- 
ing: //  is  trui^  fays  Mehcv,  That  man  batb  finmi^ 
and  juft  that  man  Jhould  die  \  but  art  not  tbou,  0 
Lord  J  full  of  pity  and  compajjion^  the  Lord^  tbe  Lwi 
Gcdj  fardcning  iniquity^  iranfgreffion  and  Jint  What 
ibo'  man  bathjinned^  and  is  all  over  befmeared  with 
mire  and  blood  f  yet  look  upon  him  in  lovey  and  de* 

Jfroy  not  the  "Work  of  thy  own  band ;  be  was  made  a 
child  after  thy  t^wn  image ;  /jte?'  nom  bis  garment  ht 
rent  and  all  bloody ^  yet  fee^  is  not  this  thy  Jon^s  coatt 
Joseph  is  gcne^  and  wilt  tbcu  hje  Ben jAum  alfo?  I 
Angels  are  gone^  andfiail  men  be  hjl  aljo  ?  Miriads  \ 
of  angels  are  fallen^  and  that  irrrcoverabfy ;  andjhall 
man  perijh  aljb?  O  /pare  bim!  is  be  not  a  little  one? 
and  his  joul  jhall  live.  I  fee^  might  Mercy  fay, 
that  Truth  and  Righteousness  cr  Justice, 
ivbicb  have  tbe  poor  Jinner  in  their  chains^  are  here 
prefent  ready  to  fpeak  in  this  affembly  for  their  inte^ 
rejl  and  honour  againjl  the  criminal :  But  let  it  be 
marked  in  tbe  minutes  of  this  courts  that  Mercy 
craves  to  be  magnified  and  muji  have  honour  at  this 
meeting.    Well,  Mercy  having  fpoken  her  mind, 

2.  Truth  comes  in  naked  and  open-mouthed^ 
in  favour  of  God's  faithfulnefs,  and  in  oppofition 
to  man's  perfidy  and  treachery,  faying,  /  have 
heard  what  Mercy  craves  in  javour  of  this  crimi^ 
nal ;  buty  O  thou  faithful  and  true  God,  the  word  is 
gone  out  of  thy  mouthy  and  there  is  no  revoking  of  ity 
thou  haft  faidto  Adam,  In  the  day  thou  eateft  thou 
fhalt  furely  die ;  and  now  be  bath  eaten,  be  batb  fn* 
nedy  and  fhall  he  not  die?  What^  is  there  Yea  and 
Nay  with  God^  who  batb  faithfulnefs  Jor  tbe  girdle 
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bis  Imns  ?    Muji  not  God's  word  of  tbreatning  take 
r&?    Tea^  heaven  and  earth  Jhall  pafs  away^  but 
fot  of  his  word  fhall  not  fall  to  the  ground:   And 
refore^  whatever  be  the  demand  of  Mercy,  let  it 
marked  in  the  records  of  this  meeting y  that  Truth 
fves  to  be  magnified',  and  that  its, honour  be  not  in^ 
nged  in  the  lea/i,  by  any  claim  or  plea  that  Mercy 
ibrwghtin.     Well,  ^Truth  having  fpoken,  gives 
J  to  her  fifter  jufiice ;  and  thereupon. 
Righteousness  ox  jufiice  comes  in,  and  im- 
;ads  againft  the  rebel  tinner :  Right eoufnefsy  I  fay, 
inging  her  fcales  in  her  hand,  in  which  (he  had 
ed  him,  and  found  him  lighter  than  vanity  it- 
f :    He  is  weighed  in  the  balances,   and  found 
mting ;  yea  not  only  wanting  and  deftitute  of  all 
at  perfcdion  and  obedience  which  the  law  required. 
It  full  of  all  that  rebellion  which  the  law  difcharg-. 
I,  having  finned  and  come  P:ort  of  the  glory  of  God-, 
id  fo  is  righteoufly  fubjefted  to  the  fandion  of  the 
w,  and  fcntence  of  eternal  death :   and  therefore, 
ys   Righteousness,    O  thou  infnitely  righteous 
nd  ju/l  judge,  Mercy  'can  have  ?io  hearing  in  this 
wt  to  the  prejudice  of  thy  honour  and  glory ,  as  ajufi 
nd  righteous  God.    As  Truth  bath  pronounced  the 
ntence  of  wrath  and  vengeance  again/9  fin\  fo  if 
\cu*be  ajufl  God^  the  infinite  vengeance  due  tofuch  an 
\finite  evil  muji  be  executed  to  tlje  full.  This  criminal 
my  prifoner^  and  loojcd  be  fl^ll  not  be^  till  I  get  full 
tisfaBiony  and  my  fword  be  dru7ik  with  blood  \  for^ 
m^eance  is  nitne^  and  1  will  repay  it,  faith  the  Lord\ 
ml  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty :  And  therefore 
t  it  be  regijiered  in  this  courts  that  Righteous- 
ess  craves  to   be  magnified^  and  Justice  to  be 
^orifed  in  a  jull  jatisJaSlion ;    and  this  is  claim-- 
(   and  demajidcd   in    the  name  of  the  righteous 

and 


256  ?2^  iarmony.  tf  the 

and  jvfi  judge  of  the  univerfe  ;  and  /Ball  not  the 
judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  ?  Here  is  the  language 
ai  juftice.  What  then?  O!  (hall  the  demand  d 
in^rcy  be  utterly  run  down  by  thefc  powerful  op- 
pofing  plea?  of  truth  and  righteoufnejsi  Is  there  no 
fiienA  ill  this  court  to  take  mercy\  part?  Yea,  there 
is  :   1  hercfore, 

4.  Peace  immediately  fteps  in  with  an  olive 
branch  in  her  hand,  faying.  Fury  is  not  in  me;   and^ 
may  I  /peak  a  word  in  behalf  of  forelorn  mankind^ 
may  I  offer  a  meek  anjwer  to  the  claim  ^. Truth  an40 
Righteousness,  wbicb  they  have  advanced  in  op^^ 
pofition  to  the  demand  of  Mercy  ?  for  a  frft  anfnoer^ 
turneth  away  wrath.  Well,  Peace  being  allowed  a^  - 
hearing,  propofes  a  healing  overturei  faying,  O  tbm  ' 
God  of  peace^  may  not  an  atonement  be  made^  a  re^ 
conciliation  thought  of  betwixt  thy  Majefiy  and  thy 
creature?   May  not  one  be  found  out  to  fland  in  the 
gop,  and  bear  off  this  wrath ^  to  become  furety  for  this 
gn'at  debtor^  to  acquit  and  liberate  this  poor  miferabk 
prifoner  and  criminal?  May  not  one  be  found  out  that 
will  make  up  the  breach^  by  vindicating  the  honour  of 
Truth,  and  fatisjying  the  demands  of  Justice, 
and  fo  making  way  for  the  claim  of  Mercy  ;   and 
then  all  differences  may  be  peaceably  compofed^  fo  aswe 
may  harmonioujly  agree  and  kifs  one  another?  Of  may 
not  then  a  peace^maker  be  found  out,  in  whom  we  may 
firJ  all  our  demands  fatisfed  at  once^  without  pre* 
judging  one  another ;  why^  ifj^h  an  one  can  be  founds 
furely  his  name  fhall  be  called  wonderful,  counfellor, 
the  prince  of  peace.     Well,  the  overture  and  pro- 
pofal  of  peace  being  recorded  among  the  reft  of  the 
archives  of  the  glorious  court ;  and  it  being  fuch  a 
peaceable  overture,   no   member  of  the  meeting, 
could  difprove  it  j  but  the  great  queftion  then  is, 
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how  it  could  be  efFedtuate  ?  For,  if  one  man  fia 
againft  another,  a  man  might  determine;  butjf  amaa 
fin  s^ainft  y^bovabi  who  /hail  intreat  for  him  ?  For 
when  an  infinite  majefty  is  offended,  who  among 
finite  creatures  is  able  to  fatisfy  it,  or.  What  can 
cwntervail  the  king^s  lofs?  Wherewith  then  Jljall  he 
come  before  the  Lord^  or  btnv  himfelf  before  the  mofi 
high  God?  Will  thoufands  of  rams  do  it,  or  ten 
tbmfand  rivers  ofoiU  or  the  fruit  of  the  body  for  the 
Jin  of  the  foul?  No,  no  \  facrifice  and  offering  thou 
wouidft  not  5  for  it  is  impoffible  that  the  blood  of  bulk 
9r  of  goats  fhould  take  away  fin^  Heb.  x.  5.  What 
then,  will  angels  become  furety  for  the  fin  of 
man  ?  No,  no  ;  tho'  they  had  a  will,  they  have 
not  power,  they  have  but  oil  enough  in  their  vef- 
fels  for  their  own  lamps.  What  then  fhali  be  done  ?•« 
Why,  might  Feace  fay,  let  us  not  ftand  in  a  demur ; 
we  have  infinite  Wifdom  here  prefent  with  us  at 
this  meeting,  let  us  .  hear  her  judgment  concern- 
JDg  this  peaceable  propofal,  if  it  be  pofTible  that 
£ich  a  peribn  can  be  found  in  whom  we  may 
barmonioufly  centre  at  lafl.  Then  Wisdom  fits 
down  upon  the  privy-council  bench,  and,  being 
fiill  of  eyes,  does  gravely  determine  this  doubtful 
cafe  with  a  happy  ifTue :  It  is  expedient^  fays  Wis- 
dom, that  one  die  for  the  people^  that  the  whole  na^ 
tion  of  mankind  perijh  not ;  but  he  mujl  be  fuch  a 
righteous  one^  that  can  juftify  many ;  yea^  he  that 
will  undertake  this,  muji  be  finite,  that  he  may  die ; 
and  infinite^  that  be  may  conquer  death,  and  fatisfy 
infinite  jtiftice :  But  lo,  there  is  none  Juch  to  be  found 
among  alt  the  creatures  that  ever  God  made,  neither 
can  fuch  an  one  be  found,  unlefs  the  Son  of  God 
himfelf,  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  glorious  'Jrinity,  Jhall 
be  pUafed,  by  an  unfpeakable  my/lery,  to  become  flcih, 
made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  UW|  to  redeem 
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them  that  are  under  the  law,  that  they  may  re- 
ceive the  adoption  of  Tons,  Gal.  iv.  4.  ^at  Jo^ 
when  be  J  that  hath  no  fin  ^  Jhall  become  fin  for  man% 
man^  who  hath  no  rigbteoufnefs^  may  become  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  God  through  bim^  2  Cor.  v.  laft :  Jni 
thus  Mercy  may  be  magnified^  Truth  jufiified^ 
Righteousness  cleared^  Justice  Jatisfied^ 
Peace  concluded^  and  all  contented.  Wisdom  hav-* 
ing  determined  how  this  propoTal  of  peace  might 
be  efiedtuate,  all  parties  hearkned,  as  it  were,  widi 
pleafure,  and  willingly  fubfcribed  to  the  happy 
overture;  and.  then  heaven  and  earth  confpircd 
together  in  folemn  tliankfgiving,  faying,  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highejl^  on  earth  peace^  and  good-vnU  to^ 
wards  men.  Thus  the  jarring  attributes  of  God 
are  now  reconciled  ;  and  behold^  the  members  of 
the  meeting)  that  feemed  to  be  at  the  greateft  va- 
riance, are  embracing  one  another  in  their  arms ; 
Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together^  &c. 

The  fecond  thing  was,  when  and  where  did  thefe 
bleffed  parties  meet  together  ?  When  we  fpeak  of  a 
remarkable  meeting,  it  is  ufual  to  enquire  into  the 
time  and  place  of  the  meeting.  Now,  the  place 
where,  and  the  time  when,  as  to  this  wonderful 
meeting,  are  two  queftions,  which  I  put  together } 
for  they  may  both  be  anfwered  at  once^  becaufe  of 
their  near  relation. 

ly?.  Then,  in  general,  the  meeting-place^  or  the 
place  of  the  meeting,  is  C  H  R I S  T  ;  and  the  time 
of  the  meeting  was,  when  Chrift  put  himfelf  in 
our  room,  or  fubflitute  himfelf  in  the  place  of 
the  (inner,  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  meeting,  who  had  any  objedion  againft 
our  falvation,  or  any  thing  to  lay  to  our  charge. 
Where  then,  and  when  did  they  meet  together  and 
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if%  each  other  ?  Why,  it  was  even  in  Chrift,  whea 
le  took  our  law-room,  to  pay  our  debt,  and  pur- 
:haie  our  liberty  in  fuch  a  manner  as  mercy  and 
^ace  might  have  their  interefts  advanced,  without 
Bjary  to  truth  and  righteoufnefs  ;  that  mercy  might 
lave  vent  to  the  credit  of  truthj  and  peace  might 
nt  proclaimed  to  the  honour  of  righteoufnefs^  and 
he  finner  faved  to  the  fatisfadion  of  jujiice.  They 
oeet  together  and  embrace  each  other  in  him  as 
be  furcty,  the  furety  of  the  better  ieftament^  Heb. 
ii.  22.  We  were  debtors  to  the  mandatory  and 
ninatory  part  of  the  law,  arraigned  at  the  inflance 
f  divine  juflice  to  pay  the  debt ;  Chrifl  fubftitutes 
timfelf  in  our  room  and  comes  under  the  law  to  pay 
he  whole  debt.  It  is  true,  the  debt  was  perfonal, 
TiAjufiice  had  a  demand  upon  the  perfon  that  (in- 
led,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of  works;  but 
hat  covenant  never  excluded  a  furety,  tho'  it  pro- 
dded none.  The  law  promifed  life,  upon  our  per- 
boal  obedience ;  but,  in  cafe  we  fail,  it  revealed 
M)  furety  to  make  out  an  obedience  in  our  room* 
There  behoved  indeed  to  be  a  fecret  referve  in  the 
covenant  of  works,  whereby  the  perfeft  obedience 
of  another  was  not  excluded :  For,  if  the  covenant 
of  works  had  abfolutely  excluded  a  furety  in  our 
room,  then  the  covenant  of  grace  had  been  excluded, 
sod  our  falvation  had  been  impoflible  after  our  fall ; 
but,  tho'  the  covenant  of  works  did  not  exclude  a 
furety,  yet  that  covenant  did  neither  provide  nor 
eveal  a  furety :  This  is  done  in  the  covenant  of 
;race,  which  is  Chrift  as  furety  fulfilling  for  us 
he  covenant  of  works,  in  all  the  articles  of  it.  Now, 
s  truth  and  faithfulneis  at  any  lofs  here  ?  No,  the 
ruth  of  the  promife  and  threatning  both,  of  the 
aw  of  wprk;,  is  fulfilled.     On  the  one  hand,  the 
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promife  of  eternal  life  made  to  perfect  obedience  \ 

which^  tho'  we  forfeited  in  our  own  pcrfon,  yet 

we  recover  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift ;  the  promife 

of  life  upon  the  ground  and  condition  of  perfedt 

obedience  being  fulfilled  to  us  in  him,  who  hath 

yielded  that  perfe<!t  obedience  in  our  room  :  On 

the  other  hand,  divine  truth  and  faithfulnefs,  in 

the  threatning  of  the  law,  which  was  death,    is 

glorified,    in  that  it  is  fulfilled  upon  the  furety; 

while  we,  who  came  under  the  fentence  of  death 

in  the  firfl  Adam^  undergo  that  death  in  the  fe- 

cond.     Again,  is  righteoufnefs  ^nd  Juftice  at  any  lofs 

by  this  furety  in  our  room?  No,  no;  whether 

we  look  upon  it  as  vindictive  or  retributive  juftice, 

vindidlive  juftice  is  difplayed  in  its  utmoft  Jeverity 

upon   Chrift  j  Awake^  0  fwordj  againji  my  Jhep^ 

herdy  and  the  man  that  is  my  fellow :  And  fo  the 

fword  is  drunk  in  his  blood  to  infinite  fatisfaftion. 

Retributive  juftice  is  glorioufly  difplayed  alfo,  in 

the  finner's  being  rewarded,  juftified,  favcd  upon 

this  ground.      It  is  true,  might  Justice  fay,  / 

could  have  demanded  fa  tisfaSlion  upon  the  Jinner  bim^ 

felf  in  his  own  pcrfon ;  buty  as  1  can  fujiain  m  in^ 

jury  to  my  honour  by  fucb  a  furety  as  this,  whom  they 

call  Emmanuel,  God-man^  fo  I  find  my   honour 

and  iiiterejl^  infiead  of  being  impair ed^  is  advanced 

by  this  exchange  ofpcrfcns  :  For,  tho'  I  fkould  damn 

tbefmner  to  all  eternity ^  Til  never  get  fucb  full  and 

complete  fatisfaSlion  upon    any  finite  creature^  as  1 

wHlgetbyonefiroke  of  my  avenging  fword  upon  that 

perfon  of  i? finite  dignity-,  and  io  it  plcafed  the  Lard 

to  bruife  him.     Why  then,  they  meet  together  and 

embrace  one  another  in  him,  as  a  furety  •  and,  if 

truth  and  righteoufnefs  be  both  pleafed  to  the  fliH, 

the  parties  cannot  but  all  agreCj  and  embrace  each 

other. 
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er.  Again  they  meet  together  and  embrace 
:  another  in  him,  as  a  facrifice,  a  facrijice  and 
ring  of  a  fweet  fmelling  favour  unto  God,  Eph. 
2.  Why,  he  offered  up  himfelf  by  the  eternal 
rrV*  O  great !  Even  by  his  eternal  Godhead ; 
aluable  facrihce  indeed  !  They  meet  together  in 
1,  as  a  propitiation,  jR(?w.  iii.  25.  Whom  God 
hfet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  bis 
d  to  declare  his  rigbteoujnefs^  &c.  Behold  him 
iCeous  in  fhewing  mercy;  here  is  the  atone* 
nt,  the  propitiation,  that  very  word  which  the 
uagint  calls  Uic  mercy-feat  in  the  old  teftament ; 
I  it  is  the  word  that  the  poor  publican  made 
of,  when  he  was  fecking  mercy,  faying,  God 
nerciful  to  me  afnner^  d  Qeos  lActerWTi  /jlou  He 
icmbered  this  Ixaq^^iov,  this  mercy-feat  and 
pitiation.  It  is  not  fimple  mercy  that  he  fought, 
:  mercy  through  a  propitiation ;  he  looked  to 
I  blood  of  atonement,  to  the  facrificed  lamb 
God,  faying.  Give  me  mercy  for  this ;  by  that 
:mn  propitiation,  be  thou  propitious  to  me. 
re  it  is,  that  mercy  and  juftice  meet  together. 
icy  meet  together  in  him,  as  a  ranfom,  Job 
xiii-  24.  Deliver  bis  foul  from  going  down  to  the 
;  /  have  found  a  ranjbm.  In  a  word  they  have 
t  together,  and  kifled  one  another  in  a  cruci* 
1  Chrift,  whofe  death  was  the  payment  of  our 
)t,  the  punifliment  of  our  fin,  the  price  of  our 
lemption,  and  a  purchafe  of  our  life,  liberty 
i  eternal  falvation.  Here  is  the  meeting  place 
:n  of  thcfc  glorious  perfedions  of  God ;  here  is 
J  perfon  in  whom  they  centre,  that  they  may 
all  glorified  to  the  higheft  :  Mercy ^  trutb^  rigb^ 
ufnefs  and  peace^  all  are  pleafed.  Mercy  is  gra- 
cd,  and  conftitutes  him  to  be  the  mercy- feat ; 
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truth  is  fatisfied,  and  centers  in  him  as  the  mrf, 
tbe  truth  and  tbe  life  \  righteoufnefs  is  contented,  and 
declares  him  to  be  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs ;  peace 
is  perfeded,  and  proclaims  him   to  be  the  prince 
of  peace.     Yea,  not  only  are  all  the  members  of  the 
meeting  pleafed  and  fatisfied  for  themfelves,  in  the 
advancement  of  their  own  particular  interefts,  bat 
they  are  infinitely  well  pleafed  in  each  other^  and 
that  the  interefts  of  their  feemingly  oppofite  parties 
are  advanced,  as  well  as  their  own  particular  claims: 
Mercy  is  pleafed  that  truth  hath  got  all  its  demands, 
and  truth  is  pleafed  that  mercy  hath  got  all  her  de-» 
fire,  and  righteoufnefs  is  pleafed  that  peace  is  pro—' 
claimed,  and  peace   is  pleafed  that  righteoufnefs  i^ 
honoured.     Mercy  and  peace  rejoice  that  they  ar^ 
magnified  to  the  infinite  glory  of  truth  and  rigb^^ 
teoufnefs^  and  truth  and    righteoufnefs   rejoice   mat^ 
they  are  glorified  to  the  infinite  pleafure  of  mercy^ 
and  peace ,  and  hence  they  not  only  meet  together9 
but  kifs  one  another.     Here  you  fee  where  they 
meet   together :    So    much  fur  an  anfwer  thereto 
more  generally. 

zdly^  More  particularly,  as  to  the  meeting^time^ 
you  may  take  thefe  following  particulars  for  the 
further  clearing  of  it.  Altho'  this  blefTed  meeting 
once  taking  place  is  flill  continued,  and  cannot  be 
faid  properly  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time^  and 
from  pbce  to  place ;  for  this  affembly  never  dil^ 
folves :  Yet,  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  our  weak  capa- 
city and  finite  underflanding,  which  cannot  rigoN 
]y  conceive  of  a  meeting  that  never  had  a  time 
to  nneet^  becaufc  they  met  in  eternity,  and  never 
/hall  have  a  time  to  part,  becaufe  they  meet  to 
eternity  i  we  cannot  conceive  of  it,  I  fay^  but  by 
talking  it,  »s  it  were,  into  fo  many  parts,  or  con- 
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Edering  it  in  fo  many  periods :  And  there  are  thefe 
tight  remarkable  periods,  wherein  mercy  and  peace 
meet  with  truth  and  rigbteoujhefs^  and  kifs  each 
other. 

I.  The  firft  remarkable  period  is  this,  they  met 
tc^ther  at  the  council-table  of  the  covenant  of  re^ 
demptioH  from  all  eternity,  before  ever  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world  was  laid ;  and  ere  ever  the 
morning- ftars  fang  together,  mercy  and  truth  met 
together^  rigbteoufnefs  and  peace  kijfed  each  other : 
Per  the  council  of  peace  did  then  meet,  Zecb.  vh 
13.  and  all  was  concerted  by  infinite  wifdom,  how 
mercy  (hould  be  magnified,  truth  cleared,  rigbtC'-^ 
wfnefs  vindicated,  and  peace  concluded,  and  all 
in  Chrift,  who  according  to  the  tenor  of  that 
covenant  (whereof  the  covenant  of  grace  is  but  a 
tranfcript)  was  to  give  his  foul  an  offering  for  fn^ 
and  then  was  Xofee  his  feed,  and  the  pleajure  of  the 
Ztord  to  projper  in  his  hand.  Then  it  was  that 
this  pleafant  meeting  in  him  was  firft  conftituted^ 
18  you  may  fee,  Prov.  viii.  30,  31.  He  being  y^/ 
\^from  everlajling^  ere  ever  the  earth  was,  God  in 
ill  his  glorious  perfe<ftions  was  delighted  in  him, 
ind  in  him  his  delights  were  with  the  fons  of  men. 
This  was  the  grand  meeting,  at  which  the  tioie 
md  place  of  all  the  fubfequent  meetings  were  con<- 
:crted,  and  all  the  other  particulars  we  are  to 
mention  are  but  the  refult  of  this,  and  as  it  were 
emanations  therefrom  ^  for  it  is  a  meeting  that 
lever  dififolves,  tho'  in  feveral  periods  it  appears  like 
I  new  meeting  unto  us.     Therefore, 

2.  Another  remarkable  period  is  their  meeting 
ogether  in  the  garden  of  Eden^  after  man  had 
nadt  himfelf  naked  and  obnoxious  to  the  flaming 
word  of  divine  juftice.    Mercy  comes  walking  ia 
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the  garden  in  the  cool  of  the  day,  and  the  guiky 
criminal  being  examined  in  open  court,  behol4 
mercy  and  truth  meet  together  m  the  happy  fen- 
tence  that  was  pronounced,  The  feed  of  the  nooman 
fhall  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent^  Gen.  iii.  15.  Bc- 
nold  righteoufnefs  and  peace  kiiling  one  another  in 
the  righteous  vengeance  that  was  to  be  executed 
lipon  the  devil  and  his  works,  in  order  to  effec- 
tuate a  happy  peace  between  God  and  man.  This 
meeting  was  gradually  cleared  up  under  the  old 
teflament,  and  in  the  legal  facrifices,  pointing  out 
the  great  propitiatory  facrifice. 

3.  Another  remarkable  period  is  their  meeting 
together  at  Betblehem-Epbratah^  upon  Chrift's  In-- 
carnation,  Micah  v.  2,  4,  5,  &c. 

4.  Another  remarkable  period  is  their  meeting 
together  at  the  banks  of  Jordan^  when  Chrift  was 
baptized.  Mat.  iii.  13,  16,  17,  &c. 

5«  Another  remarkable  period  is  their  meeting 
together  in  the  garden  of  Getbfemane^  when  Chrift^ 
being  in  an  agony  didfweat  great  drops  of  bloody  un^ 
der  the  preffure  of  avenging  jufticc  ;  every  drop  of 
blood  was  an  ocean  of  mercy :  And,  while  he 
was  preft  in  the  wine-prefs  of  God's  wrath,  mercy 
was  expreft.  No  mercy  to  Chrift  ;  for  God fpared 
not  his  own  fon^  even  when  he  cried,  mercy,  mercy» 
God's  mercy  j  faying,  Father^  if  it  be  tby  nvill  re^ 
move  this  cup  from  me.  No,  no,  no  mercy  was 
fhewn  to  him,  otherwife  no  mercy  had  been  fliown 
■.  to  us :  Juftice  muft  have  its  due  from  him,  that 
mercy  might  have  vent  towards  us  j  and  fo  here 
viercy  and  truth  meet  together. 

6.  Another  remarkable  period  is  their  meeting 
on  mount  Calvary^  where  Chrift  was  crucified.  It 
was  upon    the  crofs    of  Chrift    that  mercy  and 
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truth  meet'  together,  that  rigbteoufnefs  and  peace  kif^ 
fed  each  (^ber ;  for  there  it  was  that  he  paid  dl 
the  eleds  debt  to  the  lafl:  farthing  that  truth  and 
righteoqfnefs  could  demand)  until  be  cried  with  a 
md  voice,  and  /aid.  It  is  finijhed.    Having  done  all 
that,  the  law  could  enjoin^  he  fuffered  all  that  the 
law  could  threaten,  fo  as  it  cannot  crave  a  farthing 
mora     It  is  fini(hed ;   all  that  was  flipulated  for 
with  the.  Father  in  that  federal  tranfadion  ;   all  that 
was  promifed  in  that  eternal  compad  is  finiQied  ; 
eveiy  article  agreed  to  in  the  counfel  of  peace  was 
iinimed.     The  bargain  that  he  had  iigned  with  hb 
liand  he  now  fealed  with  his  blood;  and  in  his  ap- 
pearance upon  the  crofs,  or  in  his  obedience  to  the 
^eath,  did  ull  the  attributes  of  God  meet,  as  in  a 
centre :   And  on  this  account  was  mount  Calvary 
snore  glorious  than  mount  Sinai :  for  in  mount  Sinai 
<jod  appeared  in  his  terrible  Majefty,  making  the 
mountain  to  tremble,  and  the  earth  to  (hake  ;   but 
Jiere  in  mount  Calvary  he  appeared,  not  only  in  his 
terrible  majefty,  but  in  his  tender  mercy ;   in  his 
terrible  fury  againft  fin,  and  in  his  tender  favour 
towards  the  finner ;  and  now,  the  controverfy  be- 
twixt Jt^ice  and  mercy  feems  at  a  crifis.     Here  was 
the  critical  junSure,   wherein  their  different  de- 
mands behoved  to  be  decided ;    and  it  was  done 
with  fuch  a  folemnity,    as  made  the  whole  uni- 
verfe,  as  it  were  to  tremble  and  quake :    For  them 
did  God  Jhake^  not  the  earth  only,  hut  alfo  heaven  ; 
for,  when  Chrift  was  under  the  mighty  load  of 
this  terrible  wrath  in  the  finner's  room,  there  was 
a  great  earthquake,  and  the  heavens  grew  black, 
the  fun  was  eclipfed,  and  that  at  a  time  contrary 
to  the  common  rules  of  nature;    which  made  a 
heathen  philofopher,  at  a  diflance,  cry  out,  T'hat 
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ekber  the  frame  of  nature  was  on  the  point  of  Jif 
fobition^  or  the  God  of  nature  was  fuffering :  And  in- 
deed he  was  fufiering  unto  blood,  and  unto  death. 
Behold  the  living  and  eternal  GOD  here,  in  our 
nature,  wounded  to  death,  and  bleeding  out  his 
life,  to  be  a  facrifice  for  fin,  that  juftice  might  be 
fatisfied,  and  mercy  might  be  magnified,  and  all 
the  attributes  of  GOD  glorified  to  the  highcft.  0 
wonder,  that  Golgotha^  the  place  of  a  fcuU,  ibould 
be  fuch  a  famous  meeting-place  for  the  divine  per- 
fections ?  It  was  a  place  of  the  greateft  (hame  and 
]|2:nominy ;  but  in  him  ivbo  endured  the  crofs^  and 
defpifed  the  Jl:ame^  it  was  made  a  place  of  mod 
refplendent  glory:  For,  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift, 
wercy  and  truths  rigbteoufnefs  and  peace  met  and 
embraced  each  otber.  God's  attributes  did  harmo* 
nioufly  join  together,  fo  as  the  one  does  not  blacken, 
but  illuftrate  the  glory  of  the  other,  while  they 
fhincd  glorioufly  in  the  face  of  Chrift  crucified, 
as  a  beautiful  and  bright  confteUation  ;  for  he  was 
fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation^  to  declare  the  rigbte^ 
oufnefs  and  juftice  of  God,  together  with  his  other 
glorious  names. 

7.  Another  remarkable  period  is  their  meeting. 
together  at  the  bar  of  GOD's  great  juftice-court  in 
heaven,  within  the  vail,  whither  the  forerunner  batb 
for  us  enteredy  even  Jejus^  Hcb.  vi.  laft.  When 
Chrift  was  upon  the  crofs,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was 
rent  in  twain  from  the  top  ti  the  bottom,  and  a  way 
was  made  for  entering  into  the.  holy  of  holies. 
And  as  the  priefts  under  the  law  were  not  only 
to  ofier  the  facrifice  without  the  camp,  but  after 
that  were  to  enter  the  holieft  of  all,  not  without 
blood,  but  with  the  blood  of  the  facrifice,  tofprtn^ 
hie  the  mercy  feat^^Lcv,  xvi.  14,  15.   Even  fo  Cbrtfi, 
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\aroing  offered  himfetf  a  facrijice^  and  fuffered  with* 
\ut  the  gate^  Heb.  xiii,  12.  be  is  entered  into  the 
•ndy  place  by  bis  own  bloody  Heb.  ix.  12.  there  to  ap« 
xar  as  our  high-prieft,  in  the.  power  and  virtue  of 
lis  blood  to  make  a  full  atonement,  and  fprinkle 
he  mercy-feat.  Hence  believers  are  faid  to  be 
:ome  to  Jefus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant ^  and 
to  the  blood  of  fprinkling.  And  where  is  this  ?  Even 
in  heaven,  as  you  fee  in  the  context,  Heb.  x\u  23, 
24.  Now,  in  this  work,  Chrift  carried  the  price 
>f  his  blood  into  the  very  prefence  of  God  for  us» 
Hfb^  ix.  24.  and  paid  it  down  before  him ;  and, 
in  this  a£t  juflice  hath  its  fatisfadtion  brought 
home ;  and,  by  this  ad,  mercy  and  juftice  adu- 
ally  are  met :  For  hereby  Chrift  fprinlcled  the  very 
mercy^feat  with  blood  all  over,  both  upon  it,  and 
before  it,  as  the  forecited  Lev.  xvi.  reprefcnts  :  For 
the  mercy*feat  of  old  flood  fo,  that  it  could  be 
feen  but  two  ways,  namely  upon  it,  and  before 
it  as  a  table  next  to  the  wall ;  and  fo  this  points 
out,  that  whatever  way  we  look  to  mercy  by  faith, 
we  may  fee  mercy  and  blood  mixt,  mercy  and 
jaftice  met  together,  and  all  forts  of  mercy  con- 
veyed through  the  blood  of  Chrift,  top-mercies» 
and  fide-mercies,  upper-mercies  of  a  fpiritual  na- 
ture, and  lower  mercies  of  a  temporal  nature ; 
for  the  mercy-feat  is  fprinkled  with  the  blood  upon 
it,  and  before  it,  and  whatever  way  you  look  to 
it.  The  facrifice  was  finifhed  on  the  crofs,  and 
all  facrifices  finiftied  therein  ^  but  the  blood  of  the 
iacriBce  behoved  alfo  to  be  carried  within  the  vail 
in  order  to  the  full  atonement,  that  what  was  writ- 
ten in  blood  upon  the  crofs,  might  be  fealed  in  the 
prefence  of  God  at  the  heavenly  bar  :  And  we  ad 
not  our  faith  far  enough  for  redemption^  unlefs  we 
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follow  Chrift  from  the  crofs  to  the  bar  of  God's  jut 
ftice-co'jrt  in  heaven,  to  fee  all  fealed  and  fecored 
there  within  the  vail,  where  this  blood  is  expofedi 
as  it  were,  and  pled  at  the  bar  ;  where  mercy  and 
jujiice  meet  together  and  embrace  each  other. 

8.  Another  remarkable  period  is  their  meeting 
together  at  the  bar  of  confcience,   God*s  lower 
court  on  the  day  of  adiual  reconciliation  betwixt 
God  and  the  (inner :   For  then,  the  blood  of  Cbriji^ 
nvbo  through  the  eternal  fpirit^  did  offer  him/elf  with- 
mt  fpot  to  God,  doth  purge  the  con/cience,  Heb.  ix. 
14.  And  the  blood  of  Jprinkling^  wherewith  the  con- 
fciences  purged  from  dead  works  to  ferve  the  living 
Cod^  doth  put  forth  its  purgative  power  and  vir- 
tue by  a  certain  internal  fpeech ;  and  what  doth  it 
fpeak  in  the  confcience  ?   It  [peaks  better  things  than 
tbe  blood  of  Abel,  that  fpeaks  vengeance^  but  this 
fpeaks  mercy  and  peace^  in  conjunAion  with  trutby 
righteoufnefs  and  juJlice :    For,  where-ever  juftice 
fatisfying  blood  cries  for  mercy  and  peace,   there 
mercy  and  truths  righteoufnefs  and  peace  meet^  and 
embrace  each  other.  This  blood  is  the  cement  where- 
by they  are  joined  together.     Before  this  blood  be 
applied,  the  confcience  of  the  convinced  finner  is 
all  in  aflame,  like  mount  iS/W;  thunder  and  light- 
ning,  and  fmoke  and  darknefs,  and  fear  of  hell 
and  vengeance,  compaffing  the  foul  about,  while  it 
is  arraigned  at  the  inftance  of  the  fiery  law,  to  pay 
the  double  debt  to  the  mandatory  and  minatory  part 
of  the  law,  that  is,  perfcdl  obedience  upon  the  pain 
of  eternal  death  and  damnation.     The  finner  finds 
bimfelf  loft  and  undone  for  ever  by  this  law :    But 
then,  whenever  the  blood  of  fprinkling  comes  in, 
and  appears  at  the  bar  of  co^ience,  it  fpeaks  bet- 
ter things  \  it  is  ^better  fpesJv  than  the  law :  And 
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^hat  lays  it?  Why,  the  language  of  it  is.  By 
four  leave,  O  law^  you  have  nothing  to  crave ;  for 
Chrift  the  Son  of  God  was  arraigned  at  the  infhnce 
of  divine  juftice  to  pay  all  this  debt,  becaufe  he 
was  this  finner's  furety  and  fubftitute ;  and  he  a£hi- 
ally  paid  it,  by  obeying  the  command,  and  under- 
going the  penalty  of  the  law  :  And  for  this  I  pro- 
duce the  antient  records  of  God  ;  In  the  volume  of 
his  iook  it  is  written  oj  Chrift,  that  when  facrijice 
mid  offering  would  not^  befaid^  Lo^  Icome^  I  delight 
to  do  thy  mill  and  that  the  Lord  bath  laid  on  bim 
tfr  iniquity  of  us  all ;  That  Iff  was  made  a  curfe  for 
MS  I  yea,  that  be  was  made  Jin  for  usy  even  he  who 
knew  no  fin^  that  we  might  become  the  rigbteoujnefs  of 
God  in  bim  :  And  therefore,  O  law,  tho'  thou  haft 
truth  and  rigbteoufnefs  on  thy  fide,  yet  truth  and 
rigbteoufnefs  have  met  with  mercy  and  peace,  and 
they  have  concerted  matters,  and  agreed  harmo- 
nioufly  and  kifs'd  one  another,  in  token  of  their  full 
agreement  in  Chaft,  fo  that  in  Chrift  all  charges 
are  anfwered,  and  thus  in  the  believer's  confcience 
parties  meet  together. 

3.  The  third  thing  propofcd  was  bow,  and  af- 
ter what  manner  it  is  that  they  meet  together,  and 
kifs  each  other?  We  are  to  conceive  of  it  after 
the  manner  of  God  5  for  it  is  more  than  a  meeting 
of  faints,  it  is  more  than  a  meeting  of  angels,  it  is 
a  divine  meeting  of  all  the  glorious  attributes  of  God  : 
And  we  may  obferve  thefe  following  qualities  of  it ; 

I.  It  is*a  wonderjul  and  myfierious  meeting,  it  is 
above  our  comprehenfion  and  conception  5  O  how 
wonderful  a  meeting  is  this !  The  very  name  of  the 
perfon,  which  is  made  the  place  of  appointment,  the 
meeting-place,  is  called  wonderful,  Ifa.  ix.  6.  Becaufe 
the  meeting  is  about  us,  his  namg  is  called  Imma- 
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nuel,  God  with  us.  O  how  myfterious  is  this  meet*- 
ingf  Great  is  the  ntjijiery  of  godlinefs^  God  manifefted 
in  the  fiejh^  i  Tim.  iii.  i6«  that  is  all  the  attributes 
of  God  meeting  together,  and  harmonioufly  em- 
bracing one  another  in  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who 
hath  aflumed  our  nature  into  his  own  perfonality ; 
this  is  the  moil  wonderful  myfterious  meeting  that 
ever  was  in  heaven  or  earth. 

2  It  is  a  joyful  meeting,  they  meet  with  infinite 
pleafure  and  fatisfadlion    in   one  another  ;  Behold 
my  Jervant  whom  I  uphold^  mine  ele£f,  in  whom  my 
foul  deligbtetbj  Ifa.  xlii.   i.     As  the  pcrfedtions  of 
God  are  glorified  in  Chrift,  fo  they  rejoice  and  are 
delighted  in  him :    For  Jehovah  is  well  pleafed  for 
bis  righteoufnejs  fake ;  and  therefore  the  pleafare  of 
tbe  Lord  Jhall  profper  in  his  hand^   and  be  jball  fee 
the  travail  of  bis  foul^  and  be  fatisfied.    Surely,  if 
God  hath  his  pleafure,  and  Chrift  his  fatisfadion, 
no  attribute  of  the  divine  majcfty,  no  member  of 
the  meeting  is  difpleafed  or  out  of  humour  ;   no, 
no :  Ibis  is  my  beloved  Sony  in  whom  lam  well  plea  fed. 
My  juftice  is  pleafed,  my  mercy  is  pleafed,  and  all 
my  other  attributes  are  pleafed.     O  it  is  an  exceed- 
ing pleafant  and  joyful  meeting!    May  all  that  hear 
me  be  well  pleafed  to  fee  it ;   no  joyful  meeting, 
but  what  hath  a  refpe£t  to  this. 

2  It  is  a  holy  meeting.  Some  meetings  among 
men,  that  are  called  joyful  meetings,  yet  are 
very  unholy  and  finful  meetings ;  but  here  is  an 
infinitely  holy  meeting :  Holinejs  to  tbe  Lord^  is  the. 
motto  of  it.  A  meeting  of  holy  faints  and  holy 
angels,  is  not  fuch  a  holy  meeting  as  this  meeting 
of  the  holy  attributes  of  God,  to  advance  the  great 
defign  of  infinite  holinefs.  All  the  holy  meetings 
that  ever  were^  0^  will  be,  are  the  refult  of  this, 
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and  tht  effe£t  of  fome  portion  of  hollnefs  fenC 
from  it  I  for  all  holinefs  iffues  from  it.  Here  mer^ 
cy  and  truth  meet  together  in  a  holy  manner,  righ^ 
temfnefs  and  peace  falute  each  other  in  a  holy  way, 
and  greet  one  another  with  a  holy  kip. 

4.  It  is  a  happy  meeting.  All  happinefs  and 
bleffings  flow  from  this  meeting ;  Chrift  the  meet- 
ing-place is  the  centre  of  allfpiritual  blejjings^  Eph. 
L  3*  Many  unhappy  meetings  have  been  in  the 
world  fince  fin  entered  into  it,  and  finfui  unholy 
meetings  are  ever  miferable  and  unhappy  meetings  ^ 
but  this  holy  meeting  muft  be  a  happy  meeting, 
and  this  holy  kifs  muft  be  a  happy  kifs.  If  mercy 
and  truth  had  not  met  together,  we  had  never  met 
with  God :  if  rigbteoufnefs  and  peace  had  never  kif- 
fed  each  other,  we  had  never  got  a  kifs  of  the  fair 
face  of  the  Son  of  God,  nor  ever  been  taken  into 
che  divine  embraces, 

5.  It  is  a  free  meeting.  Mercy  and  truth  met 
together  freely,  without  being  conftrained ;  righte-- 
cufnefs  and  peace  kiffed  each  other  freely,  without 
being  forced.  No  motive  from  without  could  ever 
take  place  to  move  God  to  call  this  meeting  from 
eternity  ?  It  was  according  to  his  own  purpofe  andgrace^ 
which  is  given  us  in  Chriji  Jefus  before  the  world  be^ 
gan,  a  Tim.  i.  9.  Free  fovereign  grace  is  the  ori- 
ginal of  the  meeting.  It  is  alfo  fuch  a  free  alTem- 
bly,  where  every  member  might  freely  fpeak,  and 
not  one  to  interrupt  another,  as  is  ufual  in  meetings 
among  men,  where  fome  cry  one  thing  and  fome 
another,  in  a  confufed  manner,  like  that  aiTeinbly, 
Affs  xix,  32.  where  it  is  faid,  T'he  ajfembly  *was  con^ 
fufed^  and  the  greater  part  knew  not  wherefore  they 
were  met  together  \  and  fome  cried  one  things  and  fome 
another.     No,  thiggmeeting,  is  free,  in  oppofition 
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both  to  all  conftraint  and  compaliion  from  with- 
out, and  to  all  confufion  and  commotion  from 
within.  Where  fovcrcign  free  grace  is  the  mafter- 
conveener,  there  can  be  no  compuUion ;  and,  where 
the  God  of  order  is  the  great  manager,  there  could 
be  no  confufion ;  and,  where  the  God  of  peace 
was  all  in  all,  there  could  be  no  diflendoD. 
Therefore, 

6.  It  is  ^  barmonious  meeting.    Whatever  dif- 
ferent claims  and  pretenfions  the  members  of  die 
meeting  feem  to  have,  yet  they  harmonioufly  con- 
cur in  advancing  one  another's  honour  and  glory; 
and  hence,   as   they  mutunlly  met   together,    fo 
they  affedtionately  embrace  one  another.     There 
was  no  difcord  at  this  aflembly,  no  proper  variance 
or  ftriving  for  ftate,  but  glorioufly  conipiring  with 
joint  hearts  and  hands  to  glorify  each  other  in  the 
falvation  of  a  company  of  finners  by  Jcfus  Chrift. 
The  divbe  cflence  is  undivided  :   And,  as  there  are 
three  that  bear  record  in  heaven^  the  Father^  the  ff^ord 
and  the  Spirit ;  and  tbefe  three  are  One ,  fo  the  attri- 
butes of  God,  however  manifold  to  our  apprehen- 
lion,  yet  there  is  no  diviiion  among  them,  they  arc 
all  one,  and  their  confpiring  together  in  ChriflF,  for 
our  redemption  is  called  'sroAt^TroixiA®^  trofpia  ra  0f?, 
the  manifold  wijdom  of  God.     The  manifold  per- 
fedions  of  God  meet  together  in  one,  with  one 
confent,  and  with  one  heart.     Behold  mercy  and 
jufiice  in  one  another's  arms ;  and  fo  clofe  is  the  em- 
bracement  that  they  are  juft  one.     Tho'  it  is  a  full 
meeting,   and  all  parties   prefent,   yet  there  is  no 
war,   no  jar,   no  diflention,    no  divifion,   but  all 
harmony  and  concord,  and  love  and  afFedlion  j  it  is 
the  mod  peaceable  meeting  that  ever  was.     And 
yet. 
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7.  It  is  a  bloody  meeting ;  and  never  was,  arid 
never  will  there  be,  fuch  a  bloody  meeting  in  hea- 
ven or  earth.  The  mercy-feat  muft  be  (prinklcd 
with  blood  5  mercy  cannot  be  vented  without  bloody 
truth  cannot  be  cleared  without  blood,  righteouf- 
ncfs  cannot  be  vindicated  without  blood,  and  peace 
cannot  be  purchafed  without  blood ;  Withut  Jked* 
ding  of  ,bhod  there  is  no  remijjion^  no  mercy  to  be 
vented,  no  peace  to  be  proclaimed  j  Chrijihatb  made 
peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crojsy  Col.  i.  20.  .  A  bloody 
bufband  bafl  thou  been  unto  me^  faid  Zipporah ;  but, 
O  how  much  more  may  Chrift  fay,  a  bloody  meet- 
ing hath  this  been  unto  me !  PFho  is  this  that  cometb 

from  Edom,  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  ?  If  a. 
Ixiii.  I.  Why,  what  is  the  matter  that  his  gar- 
ment is  dyed  with  blood  ?  Why  ?  when  mercy  and 
truth  met  together,  they  pre  fled  to  be  fo  near  one 
another  in  him,  that  they  prefixed  the  blood  out  of 
his  veins ;  and  fo  it  was  a  bloody  meeting :  And, 
when  righteoufnefs  and  peace  kifled  each  other,  it 
behoved  to  be  in  Chrifl ;  and  fo  the  fword  of  jurtice 
behoved  to  pierce  him  thro'  and  thro',  that  fo  thcfc 
fitcredlips  might  meet  and  kifs  each  other  in  his  heart; 
and  fo  it  was  a  bloody  kifs.  They  kifled  each  othjjc 
vrith  fuch  good-  will,  that  Chrifl:  was,  as  it  ^^cre,^ 
bruifed  betwixt  their  lips,  that  the  blood  might  ce- 
ment and  glue  tht;m  together.  One  wovild  think, 
fuch  a  bloody  kifs  would  be  no  pleafant  kifs ;  nay, 
but  it  pleafed  the  Father  to  bruife  him.  They  met 
together  on  a  fea  of  blood :  Thus  it  was  a  bloody 
meeting.     Again, 

8.  It  is  an  efficacious  meeting.  Many  meet  and 
aflemble  together,  and  yet  do  nothing  for  their 
meeting,  it  is  to  no  effedt ;  but  here  mercy  ana 
truth   meet  together  efficaciouflv,  co-operatively : 
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All  is  done  at  the  meeting  that  God  propofed  to  be 
done,  and  all  is  done  that  concerns  the  glory  of  God 
and  falvation  of  men  j  their  meeting  together  is  their 
working  together,  and  that  to  prfeftion  ;  For  God 
the  Lord  is  a  rock^  and  his  work  is  perfek.  Their 
meeting  together  is  their  building  together,  PfiiL 
Ixxxix.  2,  3.  1  havefaid^  mercy  Jhall  be  built  up  for 
ever :  T'hy  faitbfulnefs  Jkalt  thou  eftablijh  in  the  verj 
heavens.  There  is  mercy  and  truth  both  building, 
and  the  foundation  of  the  building  is  laid  in  Chrift ; 
1  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  cbofen^  &c,    . 

9.  It  is  an  unexpeSled  meeting,  it  is  beyond  the 
expedtation  of  men  and  angels.  If  friends  and  in- 
timates Hiould  meet,  and  falute  one  another,  it 
would  not  be  furprizing ;  but  to  fee  oppofites,  an- 
tipodes, and  antagonifts  meet  together,  and  em- 
brace each  other,  this  were  furprifing  and  unexpeft- 
ed :  So,  to  fee  light  and  darknefs,  love  and  enmi- 
ty, life  and  death  meeting,  how  unexpefted  were 
that  ?  Thus  it  is  here,  mercy  and  trutby  rigbteouf- 
nefs  and  peace^  thefe  attributes  of  God,  with  refpcft 
to  us,  were  oppofites  and  antipodes.  The  language 
of  truth  and  righteoufnefs  is,  death  and  damnation  to 
jhe  finner  5  the  language  of  mercy  and  peace  is,  life 
and  falvation  to  the  finner :  And,  when  a  finner 
finds  himfelf  purfued  to  death  at  the  inflance  of  di- 
vine juftice,  and  the  truth  and  veracity  of  a  God 
engaged  agalnfi:  him,  according  to  the  threatning  of 
.  the  law ;  O  how  unexpefted  a  rencounter  is  it,  wncn 
he  finds  mercy  and  peace  meeting  with  jujlice  and 
truthj  and  flopping  the  purfuit,  according  to  the 
•promife  of  the  gofpel,  to  the  credit  of  the  oppofitc 
parties,  faying,  Deliver  his  foul  from  going  dcmn  /# 
"^be  pit ',  I  have  found  a  ranfm^  and  fo  all  odds  arc 
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ic  cven>  all  oppofites  reconciled,  to  the  infinite 
prize,  and  beyond  the  expedtation  of  all  created 
ngs!     No  wonder  then,  upon  this  meeting  dif- 
ercd,  the  poor  foul  cries,  Is  this  the  nidnner  of 
p»,  O  Lwd?  O,  who  is  like  unto  thee  I  Nay,  there 
xone  like  unto  the  God  of  Jefurun,  that  rides  on  the 
foenfor  their  help^  and  in  his  excellency  on  the  fkies. 
10.  It  is  an   everlajling^   indiffolvable   meeting. 
her  meetings  will  adjourn  their  meetings  from 
le  to  time,  and  from  place  to  place;  yea,  other 
:etings  muft  part;    and,  when  they  part,   they 
y  never  meet  again ;  and  we  that  are  here  mef, 
ift  part,  and  never  all  meet  again  in  time ;  even 
feme  others  that  met  together  with  us  the  laft 
ir,  are  away  to  eternity.     But  O,  this  meeting 
:wixt  mercy  and  truths  righteoufnefs  and  peace^ 
I  meeting  where  there  is  no  parting ;  the  meet- 
r  is  from  everlafting  to  evcrlafting:    Their  meet- 
l  together,  and  kiffing  each  other,  is  an  eternal 
d  unchangeable  meeting,  and  an  eternal  and  un-« 
angeable  kifs ;    it  is  every  way  like  God,  with- 
t    beginning,  without  ending,  and  without  fuc- 
Sion.     Whatever  beginning,  iflue  or  increafe  it 
th  with  refpedt  to  its  manifcftation  to  us,  yet  in 
slf  it  is  ftill  the  fame  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  is  tm 
ne  yejlcrday^  to-day^  and  for  ever^  Heb,  xiii.  8. 
tbout  any  variablenefs  or  jlmdow  of  turning.     The 
Beting  never  breaks  up,  it  is  a  continued  meeting 
ver  to  be  diffolved,  and  there  they  kifs  one  ano- 
er  to  all  eternity ;  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever 
d  his  righteoufnefs  to  all  generations ;  and  becaufe     * 
utbj  meeknefs  and  righteoufnefs y    in  his  majefiy  h 
%ll  ride  profperoufy ;  and  of  the  increafe  of  his  go- 
mment  and  peace  there  fhall  be  no  end.     I  have  f aid, 
trey  fhall  be  built  up  for  ever*,    and  I  have  (aid» 
T  2  Tnitb 
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T'rutbJJ:an  be  ejlablijhed  in  the  heavens.  Why,  what 
is  the  meaning  of  all  thefe  expreffions?  The  language 
is  as  if  one  glorious  attribute  of  God  (liould  fay  to 
another,  O  the  fin  of  man  fets  us  all  as  it  were  at 
variance,  and  the  whole  creation  knows  not  how  to 
reconcile  God  with  himfelf,  if  he  fhould  favc  one 
(inner ;  but,  behold,  we  having  met  together  in  Chrift 
the  righteoufnefs,  the  ranfom,  the  atonement,  the 
propitiation ;  having  met  together,  we  (hall  never 
part  again  >  having  embraced  one  another  in  behalf 
of  thofe  poor  miferable  finners,  our  arms  (hall  never 
feparate,  that  are  clafped  together.  Mercy  and  truth 
have  met  together^  faying,  you  and  I  (hall  never 
part ;  righteoufnefi  and  peace  have  kijfed  each  Gtber^ 
faying,  you  and  I  (hall  never  funder,  nor  fu/pend 
the  embracement;  neither  death  nor  life,  nor  hell, 
nor  devils,  nor  fin  itfelf,  (hall  ever  feparate  us.  It 
is  a  bargain  among  us,  a  divine  match ;  they  have 
met  together  by  an  everlafting  covenant,  fealed  th« 
bargain  with  an  everlafting  kifs,  and  caft  a  knot  in 
an  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  which  is  the  band  <rf 
the  Union,  even  Chrift  j  for  the  covenant  does  Jlani 
faft  with  him^  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  28.  where  you  will  alfo 
ice  how  this  everlafting  meeting  is  eftabli(hed  in 
Chrift,  ver.  14.  ^uftice  and  judgment  are  the  baln^ 
tation  of  thy  throne^  or  the  eftabli(hment  of  thy 
throne,  as  it  may  be  rendered  \  And  mercy  and  truth 
jkallgo  before  thy  face.  And  ver.  21.  With  him  my 
band  fkall  be  eftabliJJoed,  and  my  faitbfulnefs  and  my 
mercy  JI:all  be  with  him.  And,  ver.  28.  My  mercy 
will  I  keep  for  him  for  ever.  Thus  it  is  an  everlaft- 
ing meeting. 

The  fourth  thing  propofed  was,  why,  or  for  what 
reafons  they  have  met  together,  and  kiffed  each 
other?    Why  have  the  perfections  of  the  glorious 
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God  confpired  fo  harmoniouilyy  and  met  together 
in  fuch  a  fwect  folcmnity  ?  Surely  fuch  a  meeting 
as  this  mud  have  noble  de(igns  in  view ;  and  I 
will  tdl  you  thefe  four  reafons  of  the  meeting,  or 
four  things  that  v^rere  to  be  concerted  at  this  great 
aflembly. 

I.  They  met  together,  to  concert  meafures  for 
advancing  the  glory  of  God  to  the  higheft.  This 
parJiament  of  heaven  met  .together  upon  wrays  and 
means,  for  bringing  in  the  greateft  revenue  of  praife 
and  glory  to  the  crown  of  heaven,  to  Father,  Son, 
and  holy  Ghofl:,  and  all  the  glorious  attributes  ojf  this 
ercat  and  eternal  God.  Thefe  attributes  confpired 
narmonioufly  to  fet  forth  and  glorify  themfelves 
moft  illuftrioufly :  They  met  together,  and  kiffed 
one  another,  that  they  might  glorify  each  other. 
The  glory  of  God  was  the  firft  and  laft  end  of  the 
meeting :  What  is  the  chief  end  of  man,  but  to 
glorify  God,  and  enjoy  him  forever?  And  O,  what 
is  the  chief  end  of  God !  It  is  even  to  glorify  him- 
felf  in  all  his  perfeftions,  and  to  enjoy  himfelf  for 
ever.  And,  how  does  God  glorify  himfelf  moft 
brightly  ?  It  is  even  in  Chrift  the  meeting-place  of 
thefe  perfedions,  with  a  view  to  our  redemption, 
7o  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  bis  grace  ^  wherein  he  batb 
made  us  accepted  in  the>Beloved^  Eph.  i.  6.  And  how 
does  he  enjoy  himfelf  moft  fweetly  ?  It  is  even  in 
Chrift,  Behold  mine  ele&y  in  whom  my  foul  delight^ 
tth.  I  was  daily  his  delight^  fays  Chrift,  while  my 
delight  was  mth  thefons  ofmen^  Prov.  viii.  30.  They 
met  together  to  put  a  crown  of  glory  and  honour 
upon  each  other.  Adani^  fin  and  rebellion,  and 
your  fin,  my  friends,  and  my  fin  (O  that  God-diftio- 
nouringevil,  fin!)  which  had  pulled  off  that  crown 
of  glory,  as  it  were,  from  the  head  of  the  great  King 
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eternal  and  immortal,  and  caft  it  into  the  mirc,  and 
ftained  it  with  filth  and  dirt:  Btit,  behold,  thefc  at- 
tributes of  God  meet  together  to  take  up  the  crown, 
to  rub  off  the  duft  and  dung  that  fin  liad  caft  Open 
it,  and  to  add  fome  more  fparkling  jewels  to  it  than 
ever,  and  fct  it  upon  the  head  of  their  fovereign,  to 
the  higheft  praifes  of  his  mercy,  juflicc,  truth, 
righteoufnefs  and  grace,  and  love,  and  holinefs,  and 
wifdom,  and  all  his  other  excellencies;  that  men 
and  angels  might  fing  and  fay,  Glory  to  God  in  the 
higkejiy  &c.  that  all  the  faints  might  fing  a  concert 
in  praife  of  the  meeting  betwixt  mercy  and  trutb^ 
jujiicc  zr\A  feace^  faying,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  14. 

yujlice  and  judgment  of  thy  throne 

Shall  be  the  dwelling  place : 
Mercy  accompany  d  with  truth 

Shall  go  before  thy  face. 

And  that  every  faint  might  fing  the  \vX\ihPfalm^  and 
9th  and  loth  verfes; 

Til  praife  thee  'mcng  the  people ^  LORD^ 

^Mcrg  nations  fng  will  I ; 
For  gf  eat  to  heav'n  thy  mercy  is^ 

^ky  truth  doth  reach  thejky. 

They  met  together,  to  put  a  crown  of  glory  upon 
the  head  of  Chrift,  Heb.  ii.  9.  in  whom  they  met. 
This  aifcnibly  did  convene  for  the  coronation  of  the 
Son  of  God :  For,  he  having  humbled  himfelf  and 
become  obedient  unto  deaths  even  the  death  of  the  crofu 
Gcd  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name 
above  every  name,  Philip,  ii.  10.  That  at  the  name 
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)/■  JESUS,  every  knee  Jhmld  bow^  of  things  in  hea-^ 
ven^  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  i 
and  that  every  tongue  Jhould  cpnfefs  that  Jefus  Chrifi 
\s  LORD,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.  Chrift 
iath  glorified  the  Father,  and  therefore  the  Father 
llorified  him,  ^(7^;^  xiii.  31,  32.  And  now  is  the 
%n  of  man  glorified,  and  God  is  glorified  in  him.  And, 
If  God  be  glorified  in  him,  God  fiall  alfo  glorify  him 
'n  himfelf.  Him  that  honour etb  me,  I  ivill  honour^ 
fays  God.  And  in  whom  does  this  take  place  to 
^erfecftion  ?  It  is  in  Chrift :  God  is  honoured  moft 
iiighly  by  him ;  and  therefore  he  is  honoured  moft 
fiighly  of  God.  Amen,  fo  let  it  be,  and  fo  it  fi^all 
he.  And  therefore  it  is  concerted  in  that  meeting, 
hat  all  the  faints  (hall  glorify  him:  Hence  that  royal 
ididt  comes  forth,  He  is  thy  Lord,  worjhip  thou  him, 
Pfal.  xlv.  II.  And  fo  we  find  them  doing,  Rev, 
f.  9.  Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  cfen  the 
^eals ;  for  thou  waft  fiain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God 
y  thy  blood.  It  is  concerted  in  that  meeting,  that  all 
he  angels  fhall  glorify  him  :  Hence  that  edift  comes 
brth,  Let  all  the  angels  of  God  worfioip  him.  Hob.  i.  6. 
Ind  fo  we  find  them  doing.  Rev.  v.  ii,  12.  / 
leard  the  voice  of  many  angels,  and  the  number  of  them 
vas  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand,  and  thoufands  of 
boufands,  faying  with  a  loud  voice,  Wortloy  is  the 
amb  that  was  fiain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches, 
ndwifdom,  and  ftrength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and 
le/fings.  It  is  concerted  in  this  meeting,  that  all 
he  creatures  in  heaven  and  earth,  iea  and  land,  (hall 
;lorify  him;  as  we  fee,  ver.  13.  But,  left  the  fin- 
ul  creatures  upon  earth,  like  you  and  me,  ftiould 
lot  glorify  him,  or  fee  his  glory,  it  is  concerted  in 
hat  glorious  meeting,  that  the  Holy  C^^oft,  the  eter- 
lal  Spirit,  one  God  equal  in  power  and  glory  with 
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the  Father  and  the  Son,  (hall  be  fcnt  down  to  the 
Cirth  to  gl'jrify  him,  yobn  xvi.  14.  ffe  Jhall  glorify 
me ;  for  he  Jhall  receive  oj  mine^  andjhew  it  untoyw. 
O,  hath  the  fpirit  of  God  been  fhewing  any  thing 
of  Chrift  among  you  this  day  ?  Any  thing  of  his 
grace,  fulnefs,  righteoufnefs,  fo  as  to  glorify  him, 
and  make  him  glorious  above  all  things  to  you  ? 
Why  then,  we  may  reckon  that  you  have  found 
fomething  of  the  faving  fruits  of  this  glorious  meet- 
ing 5  for  the  grand  dcfign  of  it  was  to  glorify  God 
in  Chrift,  by  the  Spirit.  They  met  to  concert  all 
things  relating  to  the  glory  of  the  Father,  in  the 
Son,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  They  met  to  confult 
their  own  glory  in  Chrift,  that  mercy  and  truth 
might  be  glorified  in  him. 

2.  They  met  together  to  concert  their  proper 
work,  in  carrying  on  this  great  end,  of  the  glory 
of  God,  and  his  perfcftions.  They  do  not  meet 
together  to  fit  idle,  and  do  nothing;  no,  they  meet 
together  to  concert  each  of  them  their  proper  bufi- 
nefs  :  As  Chrift  faid  to  his  friends,  Wberejore  was  it 
that  ye  fought  me?  JVi/i  ye  not  that  I mujl  be  about 
my  fatkys  bufinefs?  So  may  I  fay  here,  the  attri- 
butes of  God  met  together,  that  they  might  go  a- 
bout  God's  bufinefs.  What  bufinefs  ?  What  work 
belongs  to  each  of  them  feverally  ?  Why,  mercy 
and  truth  meet  together,  that  they  may  be  fent 
upon  an  embaflfy  together,  Pjal.  Ivii.  3.  God  Jhall 
fend  forth  his  mercy  and  his  truth  ^^  his  mercy  to  give 
in  the  promife  ofthe  gofpel,  and  his  truth  to  make 
out  the  fame :  Thus  mercy  and  truth  meet  together, 
that  they  may  be  fent  forth  upon  fome  gracious  ex- 
pedition, particularly  both  to  be  leaders  and  follow- 
ers to  the  remnjnt,  whom  God  appointed  untolifv. 
On  the  one  liand,  to  be  leaders;  hence  thcPfalmift 
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cries,  FJaL  xliii.  3.  O  fend  f&rtb  tby  light  and  thy 
truth  5  let  them  lead  me^  and  brin^  me  to  thy  holy  hill, 
and  to  thy  tabernacle.  Then  will  I  go  to  the  altar  of 
God^  to  God  my  exceeding  joy.  Behold  the  wonder* 
fill  bufinefs  of  mercy  and  truths  and  the  work  they 
are  fent  out  upon,  even  mercifully  to  lead  blind 
fouls  to  a  God  in  Chrift.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
18  to  be,  not  only  leaders,  bat  followers,  Pfal.  xxm. 
6.  Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy  fhall  follow  me  all  the 
days  of  my  life.  If  the  child  of  God,  under  any 
temptation,  refufe  to  be  led  hy  mercy  and  truth, 
and  give  up  with  them  as  his  leaders,  yet,  for  all 
that,  he  (hall  not  hinder  them  to  be  his  followers : 
he  may  run  out  of  God's  way,  but  mercy  will  fol- 
low and  bring  him  back ;  and,  when  mercy  follow, 
it  is  ever  in  company  with /ri^/i6:  And  O,  what 
think  you  of  this  wonder !  mercy  and  truth  meet 
together,  that  they  might  go  forth  together,  like 
two  pages,  to  follow  you,  believer,  through  all  tho 
ileps  of  your  wildernefs-journey ;  goodnefs  and  mercy 
fhall  follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life.  Here  is  a  piece 
of  work,  that  mercy  and  truth  have  met  together 
for,  even  to  be  fent  forth,  as  leaders  and  followers 
of  poor  eledl  finners,  till  they  be  out  of  all  hazard, 
in  Emmanuel'i  land  where  glory  dwells:  See  Pfal. 
Ixi.  7.  But  then,  as  mercy  and  truth  have  met  to- 
gether,  to  purfue  their  proper  work  j  fo  righeeoufnefs 
slnd  peace  have  kifTed  each  other,  for  purfuing  of 
theirs.  Well,  fay  you,  what  is  the  work  of  righ^ 
teoufnefs  and  peace  ?  You  have  a  word  in  the  laft 
vcrfe  of  this  Pfalm  where  our  text  lies;  righteoufnefs 
fhall  go  before  him,  andfet  us  in  the  way  of  his  Jieps. 
Divine  righteoufnefs,  difplaying  itfelf  in  Chrift  Jeius 
the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  goes  before  him  to  pre- 
pare his  way,  and  to  brings  us  to  God,  and  to  our 

duty. 
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duty.  '  And  to  be  fure,  whenever  rigbteoufnefs  gdes 
before,  peace  will  follow  after ;  for  the  fruit  ofrigb^ 
teoufnefs  ispeacey  whether  it  be  imputed  or  implanted. 
Here  then  the  work  of  right ecujnefi  znA  peace  kifling 
each  other,  is  to  bring  in  thefc  blcfled  effe(9s  in  tfieir 
order :  We  confider  them  as  divine  perfedlions  in  the 
text;  and,  in  thefe  efFedls,  righteoufnefs  leads  the  van, 
and  peace  comes  up  with  the  rear. 

3.  Thefc  attributes  confpire  harmonioufly,  t|;icy 
meet  together,  and  kifs  each  other,  for  this  reafon, 
that,  by  their  meeting  together,  they  may  concert 
the  diflblving  of  fome  unhappy  meetings.  Thefc 
oppofite-like  attributes  of  God  meet  together,  that 
fome  intimates  may  be  feparate,  and  fad  and  finful 
agreements  may  be  broken  up.  Ifa.  xxviii.  15'. 
there  is  a  fad  meeting  and  agreement  we  read  of; 
We  have  made  a  covenant  with  deaths  >cnd  with  hell 
are  we  at  an  agreement.  Why  ?  Is  not  this  the  cafe 
of  all  men  by  nature  ?  Yea  ;  but  how  is  this  fad 
and  miferable  meeting  diflblved?  See  verfe  16.  B^- 
holdy  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundation^  ajiche^  a  tried 
floney  a  precious  corner-Jlone^  a  fure  foundation: 
Judgment  alfo  will  I  lay  to  the  line^  and  righteoufneji 
to  the  plummet.  Well,  when  judgment  and  righ- 
teoufnefs mercifully  meet  in  Chrift,  the  fure  foun- 
dation, what  will  be  the  efFed?  It  follows,  ver. 
17,  18.  ^he  hail  Jhall  fweep  away  the  refuge  of  lies^ 
and  your  covenant  with  death  Jhall  Be  dif annulled^  and 
your  a^ecment  with  hell  Jhall  not  jland.  Whatever 
fad  afpcifl  this  fcripture  may  have  to  the  defpifers 
of  Chrift,  yet  it  hath  a  merciful  afpeft  to  all  the 
chofen  of  God,  and  all  that  defire  to  cleave  to  the 
Lord  Jefus;  yea,  there  is  here  a  foundation  of  faith 
laid  for  all  that  hear  the  joyful- found,  that  whatever 
finful  and  miferable  meetiii;^s  and  agreements  there 
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are  betwixt  hell  and  them,  betwixt  death  and  thein^ 
yet  it  cannot  ftand  before  this  glorious  meeting, 
which  was  defigned  to  break  up  and  diflblve  the  op- 
poiite  meetings  that  Rand  in  a  contrariety  thereto. 
There  arc  many  black  unions  which  this  blefled 
union  does  dijflblve,  and  there  is  no  diflblving  of 
them  but  by  this  blefled  meeting.  There  is  the 
black  union  betwixt  the  finner  and  the  law,  which 
is  the  foundation  of  the  black  union  betwixt  the 
finner  and  his  fin :  For,  when  the  union  betwixt 
him  and  the  law  is  diflblved,  then  the  union  be- 
twixt him  and  his  fin  is  dififolyed ;  according  to 
Rom.  VI.  14.  Sin  J}:all  not  have  dominion  over  you  i 
for  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace.  Now, 
what  is  the  covenant  of  grace  ?  Why,  mercy  and 
trutb  meeting  together,  righteoufnefs  and  peace  kit 
fing  each  other  in  Chrift  Jefus,  is  the  fubftance, 
the  marrow,  the  kernel  of  the  covenant  of  grace ; 
and  it  is  this  blefl!ed  meeting  that  diflfolves  the  union 
betwixt  the  finner  and  the  law,  and  fo  betwixt  the 
finner  and  his  fin.  O  view  the  glorious  defign  o£ 
this  meeting !  They  met  together,  that  you  might 
be  feparated  from  your  fad  aflbciates.  By  nature 
you  and  the  devil  had  met  together,  and  you  was 
a  flave  to  him ;  and  it  is  the  virtue  of  this  meeting 
in  Chrift,  that  diflblves  that ;  Thfeed  of  the  woman 
Jhall  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent.  The  world  and 
you  had  met  together,  and  you  took  pleafurc  in 
your  wicked  companions,  or  elfe  was  wholly  drown- 
ed in  worldly  affairs  j  O  it  is  the  faith  of  this  meet- 
ing that  diflblves  that !  This  is  the  viSory  that  over- 
comes the  world,  even  our  faith.  The  curfe  of  God 
and  you  had  met  together,  and  you  lie  under  that 
curfe,  till,  in  the  faith  of  this  meeting,  you  fhall 
fee,   that  Chriji  hath  become  a  curfe  for  us.     This 
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meeting  is  deHgned  for  the  breaking  up  of  all  thefe, 
and  the  like  unhappy  meetings.  They  met  togc- 
the  in  t  glorious  band,  to  loofe  all  the  knots  that 
the  devil  had  tied. 

4.  The/e  glorious  attributes  of  God  do  conrpire 
harmonjoufly,  they  meet  together  and  kifs  each 
other,  that  hey  might  concert  and  carry  on  fome 
happy  meetings,  and  make  up  fome  bleiTed  matches. 
Xnefe  oppoiicc-like  attributes  harmonioufly  meet, 
that  oppofites  and  irreconcileable  things  might  meet 
together  harmonioufly,  and  kifs  each  other,  whe- 
ther real  or  fceming  oppofites. 

(i.)  There  are  real  oppoiStes  that  meet  together 
harmonioufly,  by  virtue  of  this  glorious  meetings 
particularly  thefe  fix, 

I.  Thefe  oppofite-like  attributes  meet  together 
harmonioufly,  that  oppofite  natures  might  meet  to- 
gether, even  that  God  and  man  might  meet  toge- 
ther, and  embrace  each  other.  And  there  arc  thefe 
two  meetings  betwixt  God  and  man,  that  were  con- 
certed at  this  meeting ;  The  one  is  the  meeting  be- 
twixt God  and  man,  in  the  hypoflatical  union  of 
the  two  natures  of  Chrift,  our  Emmanuel^  God-rtnan^ 
in  one  perfon  ;  this  is  the  great  myjlery  of  godlinefs^ 
God  manifejied  in  the  Jkjh  j  and  this  is  the  founda- 
tion of  all  other  faving  and  merciful  meetings  be- 
twixt God  and  man :  The  other  is  the  meeting 
betwixt  God  and  man,  in  the  fpiritual  union  be- 
twixt Chrift  and  his  members,  in  one  myftical  per- 
Ibn,  by  the  bond  of  the  fpirit ;  For  be  that  is  joined 
to  the  Lord  is  onejpirit:  And  this  union  is  the  foun- 
dation of  all  fpiritual  communion  with  God.  Wc 
were  not  only  at  an  infinite  natural  difbnce  from 
Godj  as  we  are  creatures ;  but  at  an  infinite  morai 
diibnce  from  him^  as  we  are  aiminals  and  finners : 

But 
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But  the  attributes  of  God  met  together  and  kiiTed 
each  other  in  Chrift,  that  God  and  man  might  meet 
together  in  a  clofe  fpiritual  union,  and  kifs  eacb 
other  in  a  fweet  fpiritual  communion :  Whatever 
fpiritual  communion  you  have  with  God,  belie ver» 
this  day,  it  flows  from  this  glorious  meeting  of  the 
divine  attributes  in  Chrift  3  and  this  union  and  com- 
munion is  indeed  a  meeting  of  oppofre  natures :  God 
became  man,  and  took  on  our  nature,  and  ke  makes 
us  partakers  of  his  nature,  &c. 

2.  Thefe  oppofite-like  attributes  met  together, 
and  kifled  each  other,  that  oppofite  wills  might  meet 
and  embrace  each  other.  God's  will  and  ours  are 
oppofite;  this  is  indeed  a  branch  of  the  former,  but 
our  wills  are  the  great  forts  of  corrupt  nature,  that 
ftand  out  againft  God  and  his  will :  IVe  are  enmitf 
Qgaivfi  God^  and  not  fubjeB  to  the  law  of  God ^  neither. 
indeed  can  be.  Now,  how  comes  the  will  to  be  re- 
conciled to  God's  will  ?  It  is  only  by  Chrifl-,  in 
whom  the  perfeftions  of  God  meet  together  :  iTy 
people  Jball  he  willing  in  the  day  of  tloy  power. 

3.  Thefe  oppofitc-Iike  attributes  meet  and  ki(a 
each  other,  that  oppofite  perfons,  Jews  and  Gentiles^ 
man  and  man,  that  were  enemies  and  haters  of  ond 
another,  might  meet  together ;  that  Jews  and  Gen^- 
tiles  might  meet  together,  and  men  at  variance  with 
men  might  meet  together :  Hence  it  is  faid  of  him, 
in  whom  the  attributes  of  God  do  meet.  He  is  our, 
peace^  Eph.  ii.  14.  who  bath  made  both  one^  and  hath 
broken  down  the  middle  wall  of  partition :  Having 
abolijhed  in  hisfejh  the  enmity^  &c.  If  any  thing  flay 
the  enmity  to  God  or  man,  this  is  it 

4.  Thefe  oppofite-like  attributes  of  God  meet 
and  kiis  each  other,  that  oppofite  climates  might 
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meet  together ;  I  mean,  that  heaven  and  earth  might 
meet  together,  the  church  militant  and  the  chui'ch 
triumphant.     Heaven  and  earth  were  at  variance  by 
our  fin ;    but  now,  in  Chrift^  faints  in  heaven  and 
faints  on  earth  meet  together :  Hence  we  are  (aid  to 
be  come  to  the  general  ajfembly  and  church  ofthtfrfi^ 
born  that  are  written  in  heaven^  to  the  Jpirits  of  jufi 
men  made  perfeB.     All  believers  are  faid  to  be  thus 
come  to  mount  Zion,  the  heavenly  Jefufalem,  Heb.  xii. 
2^.     Yea,  in  Chrift,  angels  in  heaven,  and  men  on 
on  earth,  do  meet  together :    Hence  alfo  believers 
are  faid  to  become  to  the  innumerable  company  ofangth\ 
and  the  angel  of  the  Lord  encamps  about  tbem^  &c. 
Yea,  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth  do  meet  toge- 
ther, and  kifs  each  other  in  Chrifl:,  the  meeting- 
place,  CoL  i.  20.     Having  made  peace  by  the  blood  of 
his  crofsj  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  tohimfelf^  wbe- 
ther  things  in  heaven^  or  things  in  earthy  Eph.  i.  10. 
See  how,  upon  the  back  of  this  meeting  in  the  text, 
heaven  and  earth  are  faid   to  meet  together  in  the 
following  vcrfe;  Truth  Jhall  Jpring  out  of  the  earthy 
and  righteoufnefsjhall  look  down  from  heaven  \  which! 
infift  not  upon  here. 

5,  Thefe  oppofite-like  attributes  of  God  meet  and 
kifs  each  other,  that  oppofite  covenants  might  meet 
and  embrace  each  other,  even  the  covenant  of  worksi 
and  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  Chrift  the  meeting- 
place  of  the  divine  perfedtions:  Thefe  two  covenants 
do,  as  it  were,  join  hands  and  agree.  Did  the  co- 
venant of  works  command  perfedl  obedience  ?  and, 
being- broken,  did  it  demand  complete  fatisfa£tion  ? 
Behold,  Chrift's  obedience  to  the  death  anfwers 
both ;  God's  covenant  of  grace,  difpenfed  to  us,  is 
jkiftrChrift  fulfilling  for  us  the  covenant  of  works : 
Aiid'fo  in  him^hey  meet,  and  kifs  each  other;  For 
;:^::  be 
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be  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  rigbteoufnefs  to  every  one 
that  believetb.     Again, 

6.  Thefc  oppofitc-like  attributes  of  God  meet* 
and  kifs  each  other,  that  oppofite  thoughts  might 
meet  together,  and  embrace  each  other,  even  God's 
thoughts  and  our  thoughts.  How  oppofite  thefe 
arc,  you  may  fee,  Ifa.  Iv.  8,  9.  For  my  thoughts  are 
not  your  thoughts^  nor  yournvdys  my  way t-,  far ^  as  the 
heavens  are  higher  than  the  earthy  fo  are  my  ways 
higher  than  your  ways^  and  my  thoughts  than  your 
thoughts.  Some  have  prefumptuous  dioiights,  while 
they  look  only  to  God's  niercy,  and  fo  they  think 
certainly  God  will  have  niercy  upon  theni^  tho'  yet 
they  are  flrangers  to  Chrift;  thefe  are  oppofite  to 
God's  thoughts,  he  hath  no  thoughts  of  fhewing 
mercy  that  way.  Others  have  defpairing  thoughts, 
while  they  look  merely  or  moftly  to  God's  juftice, 
and  fo  their  thought  is,  O,  will  God  have  mercy 
on  fuch  as  I  am  1  and,  he  cannot  in  juftice  fave 
fuch  a  one  as  I !  Thefe  thoughts  are  alfo  oppofite 
to  God's  thoughts  :  My  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts. 
0  then,  how  (hall  thefe  oppofite  thoughts  meet 
together?  Why,  let  a  man  view  the  mercy  and 
juftice  of  God  met  together,  and  harmonioufl^ 
kifting  each  other  in  Chrift,  fo  as  to  fee  God  ia 
Chrift  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf.  If  your 
thoughts  be  fpiritualized,  to  difirern  mercy  venting 
itfelf  through  the  facrifice  that  fatisfies-  divine  juf- 
tice, then  Qod*s  thoughts  and  your  thoughts  meet 
together,  and  kifs  each  other.  Thus  the  divine 
attributes  meet  together  harmoniouiy,  that  real  op- 
pofites  may  meet  together  .  harmonioufly :  This 
glorious  meeting  lays  a  foundation  for  thefe  happy 
meetings. 

(i.)  Thcr€ 
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(2.)  There  are  fceming  oppofites,  that  meet  to* 
gether  harmonioufly,  by  virtue  of  this  glorious 
meeting;  as> 

I.  Thefe  oppodte-like  perfedions  of  God  meet 
together,  and  kifs  each  other  harmonioufly,    that 
cppofite-like  providences  might  meet  together,  and 
kifs  each  other.     There  are  frowning  providences, 
and  fmiling  providences,  crofTes  and  comforts  in  the 
believer's  lot ;    here  is  providence  that  favours  the 
promife,  and  there  is  a  providence  that  feems  to 
contradid  the  promife ;    here  is  an  up,  and  there 
is  a  down :     Well,  how  (hall  thefe  walk  together? 
Why  ?  They  meet  and  embrace  each  other  in  Chrift, 
the  meeting-place;    for  all  things  work  together  for 
good  to  them  that  loFoe  him^  and  are  the  called  according 
to  his  purpofe.     Hence  we  will  find,  not  only  light 
and  darknefs  in  the  believer's  lot,  but  fometimes 
light  and  darknefs  meeting  together.     Zech.  xiv.  7. 
there  you  read  oi2Ldayj  that  is  neither  day  nornight  i 
yet  a  day  known  to  the  Lord-,  neither  clear  nor  dark^ 
out  at  evening-time  it  Jhall  be  light:  There  evening* 
darknefs  uChering  in  the  morning-light.    Hence  they 
have  occafion  both  iofng  of  mercy  and  of  judgment^ 
becaufeof  their  meeting  together,  and  kiffing  each 
other,  and  working  together  for  good :    Behold  the 
crofs  and  the  crown  meeting  together* 

2.  Thefe  oppofite-like  perfedlions  of  God  meet 
together,  and  kifs  each  other,  that  oppofite-like 
defires  may  meet,  and  embrace  each  other.  While 
mercy  defires  oiy  life,  and  jujlice  feems  to  demand 
our  death ;  thefe  are  reconciled  only  in  Chrift,  io 
whom  mercy  and  tnab^  rigbteoufnefs^axxd  peace  meet 
and  embrace  each  other.  But  look  to  our  own 
defire  of  God's  glory,  and  our  (alvation,  men  and 
angpls  could  ni:ver  have  contrived  how  thefe  two 

defires 
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cfires  could  be  reconciled,  if  mercy  and  truth  had 
ot  met  together,  and  kiffed  each  other ;  for  the 
lory  of  God's  truth  and  righteoufncfs,  in  the  thrcat- 
ing  of  his  law,  fecms  to  reft  fatisfied  with  no- 
iing  lefs  than  our  deftruftion  5  and  therefore  to 
tfirc  God's  glory,  would  have  been  to  dcfire  our 
wn  damnation ;  and  confequently  in  defiring  our 
wn  falvation,  we  may  have  defired  God's  diflio- 
our :  But  no\y  this  blefTed  contrivance  of  infinite 
rifHom  lets  us  fee  how  thefc  two  are,  not  only 
xonciled,  but  made  infeparable  ;  Having  fet  forth 
'hrijl  to  be  the  propitiation^  through  faith  in  his 
body  to  declare  bis  righteoufnefs  in  the  remijfion  of 

3.  Thefe  feemingly  oppofitc  attributes  meet  and 
lis  each  other,  that  feemingly  oppofite  graces 
light  meet  and  embrace  each  other  \  for  example, 
everence  and  confidence.  How  (hall  fear  and  rcve-- 
ence  meet  together  v/iih  faith  and  confidence?  Why, 
*tith  and  righteoufnefs  are  at  the  meeting,  and 
lierefore  fear  and  reverence  becomes  us  j  but  mercy 
nd  peace  are  alfo  on  the  bench,  therefore  faith  and 
toly  confidence  may  boldly  ftep  in  :  We  have  bold^ 
efs  to  enter  into  the  holiefi  by  the  blood  of  Jefus. 

4.  Thefe  oppofite-like  attributes  meet  and  em- 
race  each  other,  that  oppofite-like  duties  may 
icet  together.  Prayer  and  praife  feem  oppofite 
tities  in  fome  cafes ;  prayer  fuppofes  our  wants  to 
c  great,  otherwife,  why  (hould  we  pray?  Praife 
sppofes  our  enjoyments  to  be  great,  otherwife, 
irhy  (hould  we  praife  ?  Well,  truth  and  righteoufnefs^ 
bcfe  awful  attributes,  prefent  at  the  meeting,  fay, 
vc  have  nothing  in  ourfclves,  therefore  we  ought 
0  pray  ;  but  mercy  and  peace  fay,  we  have  all,  we 
bave  enough  in  Chrift,  and '  therefore  we  ought  to 

Vot.  II.  U  praife 
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praifc.  Humiliation  and  gloriation  feem  oppofite 
duties  ;  but  the  feemingly  oppofitc  attributes  of 
God  meeting  together,  bring  alfo  thefe  duties  to 
meet  and  embrace  each  other.  Is  truth  and  righ^ 
teoufnefs  in  the  company  with  mercy  and  peace? 
Then  humiliation  is  our  duty ;  but,  is  mercy  and 
peace  in  company  with  truth  and  rigbteoufnefs? 
Then  gloriation  is  our  duty ;  let  him  that  glories 
glory  in  the  Lord. 

5.  Thefe  feemingly  oppofitc  attributes  of  God 
meet  and  embrace  each  other,  that  feemingly  op- 
pofitc experiences  may  meet  and  embrace  each 
other,  atid  be  reconciled,  tho'  feemingly  irreconcile- 
able.  There  are  fad  experiences,  and  f'weet  exp*- 
riences :  O  here  is  the  fad  experience  of  a  guilty 
confcience,  a  powerful  corruption,  and  a  conquer- 
ing temptation  ?  Can  ever  that  bg  reconciled  with 
the  experience  of  holy  peace,  pardon  and  vidtory  I 
Yea,  here  is  a  foundation  laid  for  the  reconciliation 
of  thefe  oppofites.  l(  juflice  and  mercy  have  met 
together,  then  a  guilty  confcience  and  a  mercy-feat 
may  meet  together  ;  a  prevalent  corruption  and  par- 
doning purifying  blood  may  meet  together ;  as  they 
did  in  the  Pfalmift's  cafe,  PfaL  Ixv.  3.  Iniquities 
prevail  againji  me:  But  as  for  our  tranfgre^tmSf 
thou  wilt  purge  them  anvay.  The  fad  experience  of  . 
fatherly  anger,  or  the  feeling  of  divine  wratfa> 
may  meet  with  the  fweet  experience  of  felt  love 
and  favour ;  for  mercy  ^nd  ju/lice  are  met  together^ 
Jfa.  liv.  7,  8.  The  fad  experience  of  perplexing 
thoughts  may  meet  with  the  fweet  experience  of 
fpiritual  confolation,  and  be  fwallowed  up  therein^ 
fince  truth  and  jujlice  have  met  with  mercy  and 
peace :  Hence  it  was  that  thefe  two  met  together 
ill  Davidy  Pfal.  xciv.  19.  In  the  multitude  of  my 
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roughts  'Within  me^  thy  comforts  delight  tnyfouL  O  ! 
\  fuch  a  fad  experience  confident  with  an  intereft 
1  Chrift  ?  Why  ?  Both  terrible  and  aniiablc  at- 
ibutes  of  God  meet  together  in  Chrift,  and  therc- 
)re  it  is  not  ftrange  that  the  faddeft  and  fweeteft 
Kpcriences  meet  together,  fo  as  not  to  be  incon- 
ftent  with  tlic  ftate  of  a  believer  that  is  in  Chrift. 
I'd  fee  ^wiwXjuflice  and  lovely  mercy  meeting  toge- 
lier  in  a  fweet-fmelling  facrificc,  is  a  greater  wonder, 
lan  to  fee  your  faddeft  and  fweeteft  experiences 
leeting  in  Chrift,  to  make  up  a  Hallelujah,  praife 
f  the  Lord ;  and  the  former  meeting  is  the  reafon 
f  this. 

6.  Thefe  irreconcileable-like  attributes  of  God 
teet  and  embrace  each  other^  that*irreconcileablc-* 
ke  fcriptures  might  meet  together  and  embrace 
ich  other.  How  (hall  Exoa.  xxxiv.  7.  He  will 
f  no  means  clear  the  guiltyy  or  juftify  the  finner, 
c  reconciled  with  Rom.  iv.  5.  where  he  is  faid  to 
tftijy  the  ungodly  ?  O  how  can  thefe  two  oppofites 
jcet  together  ?  Why,  mercy  and  truth  have  met 
>gether  in  Chrift,  to  make  up  a  match  betwixt 
icm:  A  ranfom  IS  found,  z  propitiation  hfet  forth  ^ 
^hy  then,  thefe  oppofite-like  fcriptures  may  meet 
igcther,  and  kifs  each  other.  He  will  by  no  means 
^ear  the  guilty^  without  a  ranfom,  a  propitiation : 
STcll,  is  the  ranfom  found,  and  the  propitiation 
:t  forth  ?  Then  he  will  juftify  the  ungodly  on  that 
round ;  Deliver  his  foul  from  going  down  to  the 
\t^  I  have  found  a  ranfom.  Now,  he  can  juftify 
le  finner,  and  be  juft  in  fo  doing,  while  he  draws 
im  into  Chrift  by  faith,  Rom.  iii.  25,  26.  Thus 
ou  fee  the  reafons  of  the  meeting.  In  a  word,  they 
icet  together  upon  a  defign  to  bring  the  ercatelt 
ood  out  of  the  greats  ft  cvU,  and  the  highcft  glo^y 
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out  of  the  deepeft  mifery,  to  the  praife  of  aU  God's 

glorious  perfeftions. 

The  Jffb  thing  propofed  was  the  application  in  a 
few  inferences.  Is  it  fo,  that,  in  the  falvation  of 
finriers  by  Jefus  Chrift,  the  glorious  attributes  and 
perfedtions  of  God  do  thus  harmonioully  confpire, 
and  embrace  each  other?  Then  hence  we  may 
fee, 

I.  What  a  dreadful  tvW Jin  is,  which  fets  all  the 

attributes  of  God,  as  it  were,  at  odds,  and  puts  all 

the  world  into  confulion,  and  every  thing  out  of 

order ;  it  fets  heaven  and  earth,  and  all  things  in 

them,  at  variance  one  againft  another.    To  think 

light  of  fm,  is  to  think  light'of  this  glorious  meet* 

ing  of  divine  attributes,  that  met  together  to  break 

this  rebellion,  and  take  order  with  this  horrid  infur* 

redtion  againft  heaven.    O  what  a  great  matter  is 

the  falvation  of  a  finner !  Ere  that  can  take  place« 

this  grand  meeting  muft  be  cal^led  ;  all  the  injured 

attributes  of  God  muft  have  an  honourable  repa-* 

ration.     Juflice  muft  be  fatisfied,  truth  vindicated, 

rigbteoufnefs  cleared  :  And,  in  order  to  all  this,  a 

furety  muft  be  provided,  even  a  God   in  our  na^ 

ture ;  the  guilt  muft  be  imputed  to  him,  and  the 

iniquity  of  us  all  muft  be  laid  upon  him  ;  and  then 

a  bloody  tragedy  muft  be  a£ted  upon  his  foul  and 

body,  till  he  fink  to  death  under  Uie  weight  of  ia« 

finite  wrath.     But, 

2.  Hence  (ee  what  a  wonderful  perfon  our  Ijori 
yefus  Cbriji  is,  in  whom  fo  many  wonders  mocl 
together.  It  is  in  him  that  mercy  and  trutb^  rigbr 
teoufnefs  and  peace  do  meet  together,  and  kifs  each 
other.  Here  all  the  bright  perfeftions  of  the  di- 
vine nature  do  glorioufly  confpire;  here  is  tha 
bright  conftellation  of  all  the  divine  attributes  (hin- 
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ing  forth  in  him,  and  every  ftar  performs  its  revo- 
lution in  this  orb.  Behold  in  him  the  bright  glory 
and  excellency  of  God's  grace  and  love,  a  vrhole 
Trinity  in  concert,  each  perfon  to  perform  his  own 
part,  and  each  attribute  its  own  work ;  and  Cbriji 
the  image  of  the  invifible  God  Jet  forth  to  jbe  a  glo- 
rious theatre,  on  which  men  and  angels  might  fee 
the  fplendor  of  the  tranfadlion ;  He  is  the  brigbtnefs 
eftbe  Fathers  glory  y  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  per-- 
fon.  Here  is  the  great  myftery  ofgodlinefs^  God  ma-- 
nife/led  in  theflejh^  and  all  his  attributes  meeting  to- 
gether, and  killing  each  other,  in  our  Emmanuel^ 
God-man.  There  are  two  things  meet  in  Chrifl^ 
which  (hould  make  him  wonderful  to  us :  The 
one  is,  all  our  fins  meet  together  on  him,  that  they 
may  be  condemned,  according  to  that  word,  Ifa. 
liii.  6.  T^be  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of 
us  ally  or  made  them  to  meet  on  him :  The  other 
is,  all  the  attributes  of  God  meet  in  him,  that 
they  may  be  glorified :  And  indeed  there  is  nofaving 
or  fatisfying  knowledge  of  any  property  of  God,  but 
what  is  to  be  had  in  Chrift.  To  fee  God  to  be  a 
merciful,  juft,  true,  righteous,  good  and  holy  God, 
is  neither  a  faving  nor  a  fatisfying  fight,  unlefs  we 
fee  thefe  attributes  meeting  in  Chrifl  for  our  fal- 
▼ation ;  and  to  fee  this,  is  to  fee  the  glory  of  God 
in  the  face  of  Chrifl.  Here  fee  the  glory  of  di- 
vine mercy !  What  is  pardoning  mercy  ?  It  is 
God's  free  gracious  acceptance  of  a  finner,  up- 
on fatisfadion  made  to  his  juflice,  in  the  blood 
of  Jefus :  Nor  is  any  difcovery  of  mercy,  but 
as  relating  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  juflice,  con- 
lifient  with  the  glory  of  God;  mercy  cannot  be  feen 
favingly,  but  as  meeting  with  jujiice  in  Chrift.  Here 
alfo  we  fee  the  glory  of  divine  truth  in  the  exadt 
accomplifhment  of  all  his  threatninMandDtottvvfe^* 
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That  original  threatninp;  and  comminatioh,  whence 
all  other  thrcatnings  flow,  Gen.  ii.  \j.  In  the  day 
thou  eat  eft  y  thou  jhalt  furely  die^  backed  with  a  curfe. 
For  curjed  is  every  one  that  continues  not  in  all  things^ 
&c.  is  in  him  accomplifhed  fully,  and  the  truth  of 
God   therein    cleared    to  our  falvation,    while  be 
taftcd  death  for  us^  and  was  made  a  curfe  for  us ;  fo 
that  in  every  threatning  his  truth  is  made  glorious. 
And,  as   to    the   promifes,    they   are   all  yea  and 
amen    in  Chrijl  Jefus^  to  the  ^lory  of  God  by  us^ 
2  Cor.  i.  20.     And  fo  of  all  the  other  attributes  of 
God,  they  are  made  glorious  and  exalted  in  Chrift 
to  our  falvation.     Hence  when  Chrift  defired  his 
father  to  glorify   his  name,  fohn  xii.  28.  to  make 
his  name,  that  is,  his  nature,  Tittd  properties,  and 
pcrfeftions,  all  glorious  in  the  work  of  redemption^ 
that  he  had  in  hand ;  he  was   inftantly   anfwered 
from  heaven,  I  have  both  glorified  ity  and  will  glcri^ 
fy  it  again  ;  I  will  give  my  attributes  their  utmoft 
glory  in  thee. 

3.  Hence  fee  the  difference  betwixt  the  law  and 
the  gofpel.     One  great  difference  betwixt  them  lies 
in  this,  that,  in  the  law,  the  finncr  that  hath  vio- 
lited  the  fame,  may   fee  truth   Handing   engaged 
againft  him,  but  no  mercy  in  company  with  truth} 
and  righteoufnefs  in  arms  againft  him,  but  no  jf^eacC 
in  company  with  rigktcoufiefs.  Ju/lice  without  mercy 9 
and  war  without  peace^  to  the  (inner,  is  the  motto  o^ 
the  law:  For  therein  truth  and  righteoufnefs  incc^ 
together,  but  mercy  and  peace  arc  not  at  the  meet--- 
ing  J  and  fo  the  language  of  the  law,  to  you  thaC 
arc  out  of  Chrift,  and  under  the  law,  is,  no  mercy^ 
no  peace,  tpt  the  wrath  of  God,  the  vengeance  60 
God,  the  curfe  of  God  upon  yon,  and  that  fo  fur^ 
a?  God  is  a  God  of  truth  and  rig;hteoufncfs  :  Therq^ 
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is  the  law.  But,  in  the  gofpel,  mercy  and  peace 
come  into  the  meeting,  and  make  up  a  match  be- 
twixt all  the  oppofite-like  parties,  to  the  higheft 
glory  of  God,  and  the  greateft  happinefs  of  the 
(inner ;  and  they  feal  the  match  with  a  kifs  of  infi- 
nite  complacency,  fo  that  the  fum  of  the  Gofpel  is 
this,  mercy  and  truth  are  met  together^  righteoufnefe 
and  peace  bave  kijjed  each  other. 

A.  Hence  we  may  fee  what  is  the  fountain-head 
ana  foundation  of  all  true  communion  ztiAfeUcwJIoip 
with  God  and  man.     This  glorious  meeting  is  the 
foundation  of  all  other  happy  meetings,  fellowfhip 
with  God,  and  an  happy  meeting  with  him,  is  a 
ftream  that  flows  from  this  fountain.     We  could 
never  have  met  with  God,  or  got  a  kindly  kifs  or 
embrace  in  the  arms  of  his  favour  and  love,  if  this 
divine  meeting  and   embracement    had  not  made 
way  for  it.     Fellowfhip  with  man,  or  the  com- 
munion of  faints,  is  a  rivulet  that  flows  from  this 
fpring.     When  faints  meet  together  for  prayer  or 
praifcs,  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit,  and  un- 
der a  gale  of  heaven ;  when  their  hearts  are  fired 
with  love  to  God,    and  to  one  another    in  him; 
what  is  this  ?  It  is  jud   a  live-coal  cafl:  in  among 
them   from  the  altar,  Chrift  Jefus,  where  all  the 
attributes  of  God    meet  together,    and    kifs    each 
other  3  and  hence  true  fellowihip  with  God,   and 
with  the  faints,  are    both    declared  to  be  in  and 
through  Chrift  Jefus,   i  John  i.  3,  That  which  ive 
have  feen  and  heardy  declare  we  unto  you ^  that  ye  alfo 
may  have  fellowjhip  with  us  :  jind  truly  our  fellowjijip 
is  with  the  Father y  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrijl.  The 
harmony  of  the  attributes  of  God  in  Chrift,  is  the 
fountain  of  all  the  harmony  among  the  faints :  The 
little  harmony  that  takes  place  among  them  in  our 
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day,  and  the  rarity  of  holy  fcllowlhip-meetingSt 
flows  from  the  little  faith  of  this  heavenly  divine 
meeting ;  for  all  the  faints,  that  are  under  the 
lively  views  thereof,  cannot  but  defire  to  meet  to- 
gether, and  embrace  each  other  harmonioufly,  in 
me  arms  of  mutual  love. 

5.  Hence  fee  the  malignity  of  the  fin  of  unbe-^ 
ltej\  the  great  employment  whereof  is,  to  fpoil  the 
harmony  of  the  divine  perfeflions,  and  to  do  its 
utmoft:  to  dijjblve  that  glorious  meeting,  and  fepa-^ 
rate  what  God  hath  joined,  faying,  in  effeft,  they 
have  not  met  together,  nor  kifled  each  other.  This 
we  may  difcern  in  the  unbelief,  whether  of  fecure 
or  awakened  (inners :  See  it  in  the  unbelief  of  the 
fecure  iinner,  who  fets  truth  and  rigbteoufnefs  out 
of  the  meeting,  faying,  God  is  a  merciful  God,  and 
IJkall  have  peace ^  though  I  ivalk  in  the  imagination 
of  my  own  hearty  adding  drwikennefs  to  thirfi:  Thus 
they  hope  in  God's  mercy,  and  fpeak  peace  to 
themfelves,  while  they  never  view  the  truth  and 
rigbteoufnefs  of  God,  and  how  the  credit  thereof 
fliall  be  faved,  or  the  honour  thereof  repaired  : 
And  hence,  as  faith  is  faid  ^o  fet  to  thefeal^  that 
God  is  true^  or  that  he  is  a  God  of  truth ;  fo  un- 
belief is  faid  to  make  God  a  liar.  To  fancy  that 
God  will  have  mercy  on  their  fouls,  without  re- 
garding the  truth  of  his  threatnings,  is  to  make  God 
a  liar,  and  fay,  mercy  and  truth  have  not  met  to- 
gether ',  to  think  that  God  will  be  at  peace  with 
them,  while  his  rigbteoufnefs  and  juftice  are  not 
fatisfied,  is  to  make  God  a  liar,  and  fay,  rigbteouf- 
nefs and  peace  have  not  met  together.  Thus  the 
unbelief  of  the  fecure  finner  puts  truth  and  righte- 
cufnefs  out  of  the  meeting.  Again,  on  the  other 
ha:hd,  the  unbelief  of  the  awakened  finner  puts 
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mercy  and  peace  out  of  the  meeting,  faying,  O 
he  is  a  God  of  truth,  and  how  (hall  he  have 
mercy  on  the  like  of  me  ?  He  is  a  God  of  awful 
juflice  and  righteoufnefs^  and  how  will  he  be  at 
peace  with  me  ?  What  is  the  language  of  this, 
but  that  mercy  and  peace  have  not  met  with  truth 
and  rigbtecufnefs?  Here  is  a  making  God  a  liar  alfo, 
and  Separating  what  God  hath  in  the  gofpel  de- 
clared to  be  joined.  Behold  then  the  malignity  of 
unbelief;  it  breaks  the  glorious  meeting,  and  will 
not  let  them  kifs  one  another.  The  prefuming 
finner  will  not  let  God  have  the  glory  ot  his  truth 
and  righteoufnefs,  the  defpairlng  finner  will  not  let 
God  have  the  glory  of  his  mercy  and  grace ;  both 
are  in  a  concert  with  the  devil  to  break  the  har- 
mony of  the  meeting.  But  O,  may  virtue  come 
firom  that  glorious  meeting  in  Chrift,  to  the  poor 
finful  meeting  in  this  houfe,  for  dafhing  your  un- 
belief to  pieces,  that  we  may  fee  mercy  and  truth 
meet  together^  righteoufnefs  and  peace  kifjing  each 
ctberl 

6.  Hence  fee  fure  and  noble  ground  for  the 

bMnefs  and  confidence  of  faith  in  Chrift ;    In  whom 

ve  have  boldnefs  and  accefs  with  confidence  by  the 

faith  of  him,  Eph.  iii.  12.     Here's  an  anfwer  to 

all  the  objeftions  of  unbelief  and  dijEdence,  the  chief 

whereof  lies  here ;   O,  fays  unbelief,  may  I,  (inful 

guilty  I,  lay  hold  on  the  promife  of  mercy  and 

peace  in  the  gofpel,  when  I  fee  the  great  ordinance 

of   the  divine  threatning  hard  charged  with  pthe 

trath  and  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  ready  to  be  dif- 

charged  againfl   me  with  thunder  and  lightning, 

faying,   no  mercy,  no  peace  ;   He  that  made  thee 

mil  not  have  mercy  upon  thee  j  and,  There  is  no  peace^ 

fays  my  God,  to  the  wicked?    Mercy  and  peace  in 
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the  promife  then,  fays  unbelief,  cannot  take  place 
with  refpcft  to  me  ;  for  truth  and  righteoufnefs  in 
the  threatning  ftand  in  the  way,  like  a  faming 
fvord^  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life.  Nay, 
|>ur,  fays  faith,  here  the  promife  and  the  threat- 
ning  have  met  together,  and  kifTed  each  other  in 
.  Chrift ;  mercy  in  the  promife,  and  jufticc  in  the 
threatning,  have  met  and  agreed  in  him,  in  whom 
all  the  promifes  are  yea  and  arUen^  and  in  whom 
all  the  threatnings  are  fully  executed,  by  drawing 
cut  his  heart-blood.  Thus  then,  we  have  boldnep 
to  enter  into  the  holiejl  by  the  blood  of  JefuSy  Hcb. 
ar.  19.  By  a  new  and  living  way  which  be  bath 
confecrated for  us  through  the  vail  ofhisflejh :  There^ 
fore  let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  hearty  in  full  af-- 
furance  of  faith.  O  what  ground  for  the  boldnefs 
and  affured  confidence  of  faith,  with  particular  ap- 
plication, notwithftanding  the  threatning  !  The 
threatning  hath  nothing  to  fay  to  me,  faith  faith, 
for  Chrift  hath  fpoken  with  it  already,  and  fpoken 
it  out  of  breath ;  he  hath  left  it  fpeechlefs  and  breath- 
lefs ;  not  a  breathing  of  wrath  in  it  towards  me. 
The  believer  may  have  a  million  of  doiibts,  while 
his  unbelief  keeps  the  chair ;  but  let  gallant  faith 
come  in,  and  take  the  room,  it  will  difpel  them  all. 
Let  once  unbelief  break  the  harmony  of  this  meet- 
ing of  divine  attributes  in  Chrift,  and  then  nothing 
but  doubts  of  God*s  favour  and  mercy  muft  enfue; 
but  let  faith  view  the  harmony,  and  fee  them  meet- 
ing and  kiffing  each  other,  and  then,  according  to 
the  meafure  of  faith,  fuch  will  be  the  meafure  of 
holy  boldnefs,  confidence  and  perfuafion  of  the 
favour,  mercy  and  good-will  of  God  in  Chrift, 
with  particular  application  to  the  perlon  himfelf. 
Take  away  unbelief  from  faith,  and  then  not  a 
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finglc  doubt  will  remain  behind  :  Unbelief  creates 
all  the  doubts  that  are  in  the  believer,  his  faith  hath 
no  part  in  them.  The  general  doubtful  faith  of 
the  Papijis  is  not  faith,  but  unbelief;  and  there- 
fore no  wonder  that  our  forefathers  abjured  it  in 
our  national  covenant.  Behold  the  fure  ground  and 
firm  bottom  that  faith  (lands  upon,  even  the  mu- 
tual meeting  and  embracement  among  the  divine 
perfe£tions  in  Xi^hrift,  If  you  break  and  feparatc 
the  meeting  by  unbelief,  then  your  confidence  is 
broken,  and  your  peace  with  God  marr'd ;  but,  if 
you  keep  them  together  in  your  view  by  faith  in 
Chrift,  then  you  have  boldnefs,  confidence  and 
affiance  on  this  ground  j  yea,  then  God  in  Chrift, 
and  you  meet  together,  and  kifs  each  other. 

7.  Hence  we  lee  what  is  the  beft  mark  of  a  be- 
liever in  Chrift,  for  your  trial  and  examination  : 
Try  it  juft  by  this,  What  view  have  you  got  of  this 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  oF 
the  attributes  of  God  meeting  and  embracing  each 
other  in  him?  Have  you  feen  the  glory ^  and  felt  the 
virtue  of  this  happy  meeting  ? 

I.  Have  you  feen  the  glory  of  it?  When  once 
in  a  day  you  had  feen  the  attributes  of  God  in 
arms  againft  you,  becaufe  of  your  finful  rebellion 
againft  God,  and  when  you  had  feen  the  truth  of 
God  pronouncing  the  fentence  of  the  law,  and  his 
righteoufnefs  and  juftice  ready  to  inflict  the  fentence, 
and  execute  the  fame  with  curfes  and  vengeance, 
making  you  defpair  of  mercy,  and  give  up  with 
all  hope  and  expedtation  of  peace  with  God  by  the 
law  of  works ;  have  you  thereupon  got  a  view  of 
the  harmonious  meeting  of  thefc  attributes  of  God, 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  as  the  furety,  the  facrifice,  the 
ranfom,  the  propitiation,  in  whom  the  truth  and 


300  The  barmonjf  cf  the 

veracity  of  God  is  accompli(hed»  and  the  righto* 
oufnefs  and  juftice  of  God  fatisfied  ?  And  (6  mercy 
and  peace  vented  glorioufly,  without  detriment  to 
any  other  excellency  or  peffeflion  of  God.  Hath 
nothing  fatisfied  your  confcience,  but  the  view  oiF 
this  meeting  betwixt  mercy  and  jufiice^  in  the  death 
of  Chrift,  and  kiffing  each  other  in  his  mediation  ? 
Hath  God  and  you  met  together  this  way,  and 
made  your  heart  joyful  to  kifs  and  embrace  this 
wonderful  device,  as  worthy  of  God,  and  fuitable 
to  you?  Have  you  feen  his  glory  at  this  rate? 
Then,  in  God's  name,  I  pronounce  you  a  believer 
in  Chriil ;  For  God^  who  commanded  light  to  Jbine 
eut  of  darknefs,  bath  finned  into  your  hearty  to  gsw 
you  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  his  glory  in  the  face 
cf  Cbrijl ;  and  Chrift  and  you  met  together,  and 
kiifed  each  other ;  whether  it  was  in  the  day  of  firft 
believing,  when  you  fled  to  him  for  refuge  or  in 
the  day  of  after- manifeflation,  when,  upon  the 
back  of  difmal  hiding  on  God's  part,  or  grievous 
backfliding  on  yours,  the  Lord  drew  afide  the  vail, 
and  gave  you  a  glance  of  his  glory  ^  whether  it  was 
by  fomc  word  of  grace,  fweetly  and  powerfully 
coming  in,  and  opening  your  underflanding,  to  fee 
this  harmonious  meeting,  or  by  fome  fweet  drop- 
pings of  the  blood  of  fprinkling  upon  your  con- 
science, by  which  blood  the  meeting  is  cemented 
together.  Have  you  feen  this  glory,  whether  in  a 
fecret  corner,  or  publick  ordinance  >  whether  at 
the  market-crofs  of  the  gofpel,  where  this  glorious 
meeting  is  proclaimed,  or  at  a  communion-table^ 
where  it  is  fealed.  It  is  all  one,  it  was  heaven 
begun. 

2.  Have  you  felt  the  virtue^  as  well  as  feen  the 
glory  of  this  harmonious  meeting  of  the  divine  at- 
tributes 
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tributes  in  Cbrift?  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  Beholding^  as  in 
^  gWh  fbe  ghry  of  the  Lordy  we  are  changed  into 
the  fame  image  from  glory  to  glory  ^  as  by  thefpirit  of 
the  Lord.  Surely,  if  you  have  fcen  this  glory,  you 
have  felt  fomething  or  this  virtue,  by  changing  you 
from  glory  to  glory.  It  is  true,  many  that  have  gqt 
a  difcovery  of  this  glory  of  the  Lord,  can  never 
think  that  they  have  felt  the  fandtifying  virtue  there- 
cfy  and  this  keeps  them  down  in  the  pit  of  difcour- 
agement;  it  is  true,  they  that  are  not  (andtified, 
and  made  holy,  they  difcover,  that  they  never  ber 
held  this  glory  of  the  Lord:  For  this  meeting  of 
attributes  makes  a  meeting  of  graces  in  the  perfoa 
that  fees  it  favingly.  But  you  muft  remember^ 
that  this  virtue  will  never  be  perfectly  felt,  tiil  this 
glory  be  perfectly  beheld  in  heaven,  where  voe  jhall 
be  like  him  J  becaufe  ive  Jhall  fee  him  as  he  is :  Ahtf 
therefore  fince  you  cannot  judge  and  try  yoiirifolf 
by  a  perfect  fandlification,  try  it  by  the  beginnings 
of  it  5  this  transforming  virtue,  this  fanftifyingvir- 
tuc  is  prefent  with  you,  though  you  cannot  difccrn 
it.  But  that  you  may  through  grace  difcem  fonrc-- 
thing  of  it,  let  me  afk  you.  What  makes  you 
wreftle  in  fecret  fometimes  againft  fin,  if  it  be  nqr 
feme  fandifying  virtue?  What  makes  the  preva- 
lence of  fin  to  humble  you  to  the  duft  ?  What 
makes  you  lament  your  own  unholinefs  and  impu-^- 
rity  ?  What  makes  you  long  and  groan  for  conipleat 
vi^ory  over,  apd  freedom  from,  fin  ?  What  makes 
you  glad  of  any  vidtory  over  your  corruption,  when 
this  glory  (hines  ?  What  makes  your  heart  to  rife 
againft  fin  ?  and,  when  fin  prevails^  what  makes 
you  find  yourfelves  uneafy,  and  continually  out  of 
your  element,  till  the  Lord  return,  and  until  yoii 
get  a  new  dip  in  the  Jordan  of  the  blood  of  the 
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Lamb  ?  you  have  no  mercy  on  your  lufts,  and  are 
at  no  peace  with  them,  but  ftill  crying  vengeance 
upon  them  !  Why,  it  is  juft  the  fandlifying  virtue 
that  flows  from  this  view  of  the  glory  of  God  in 
Chrift,  in  whom  mercy  and  peace  meet  with  truth 
and  rigbteoufnefs.  If  you  fall  and  flumble  at  any 
time,  believer,  it  is  not  like  the  tumbling  of  a 
horfe,  that  makes  you  run  the  £i(ler?  So  as  you  get 
more  good  of  one  fall,  than  a  natural  man  will  get 
of  a  hundred  duties,  while  it  mstkes  you  ftill  the 
more  humble  and  watchful,  and  circumfpeA  and 
dependent.  Why,  by  all  this  it  appears  (what- 
ever be  the  defcft  of  your  fandification)  that,  hav- 
ing beheld  the  glory  of  God,  you  are  changed  into 
the  fame  image  from  glory  to  glory;  you  have  fccn 
the  glory,  and  felt  the  virtue  of  this  harmonious 
meeting  of  divine  attributes  in  Chrid.  But  then 
again, 

8.  Hence  we  may  fee  ground  of  terror  to  all 
chriftlefs  unbelieving  fouls,  that  never  have  feen 
the  glory,  nor  felt  the  virtue  of  this  harmonious 
meeting,  and  live  carelefs  about  either  of  thefe.  What 
ihali  I  fay  ?  If  our  gofpel  be  bidy  it  is  bid  to  tbem 
that  are  Iq/l^  z  Cor.  iv,  3,  4.  J«  unborn  the  God  of 
this  world  bath  blinded  the  minds  of  tbem  that  believe 
noty  leji  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Cbriji  fbould 
Jhine  into  them.  May  be,  you  are  prcfuming  up- 
on the  mercy  of  God,  while  yet  your  eyes  arc  blind* 
ed,  that  you  do  not  fee  the  truth  of  his  threatnings 
ftanding  againft  you :  And  therefore,  O  blafphemer^ 
do  not  think  that  he  will  be  a  God  ot  mercy^ 
and  not  a  God  of  truth?  Nay,  his  mercy  will  ne- 
ver be  vented,  unlefs  the  glory  of  his  truth  be  (aved. 
May  be  you  are  fpeaking  peace  to  yourfclf,  faying, 
IJball  have  peace )  while  yet  your  eyes  are  blinded, 
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that  you  do  not  fee  how  God's  being  at  poace  with 
a  finner  is  confiftent  with  his  righteoufnels  in  taking 
vengeance  upon  fin.    O  then,  blafphemer  and  pre- 
fumer,  do  you  think  that  God  will  be  a  God  of 
peace^  and  not  a  God  of  rigbteoujnefs?    Know  it 
then   in   the  Lord's  name^    O   finful,  unbelieving 
wretch,  that  as  there  is  no  mercy  for  you,  to  the 
difcredic  of  God's  truth  ;   fo  no  peace,  to  the  dif- 
honour  of  his  righteoufnefs.     You  expefl:  mercy 
and  peace  feparate  from  truth  and  righteoufnefs ; 
and  therefore,  mercy  and  peace  fhali  be  feparate 
from  you,  and  truth  and  righteoufnefs  will  meet 
with  you  in  fory,  and  with  a  vengeance.     Your 
falie  hope  of  mercy  and  peace  makes  you  merciful 
to  your  luds,  and  at  peace  with  your  idols  >  but  the 
truth  and  righteoufnefs  of  God,  which  you  exclude 
from  the  meeting,  will  hide  mercy  and  peace  for 
ever  from  your  eyes. ;  Jufticc  inftead  of  mercy,  war  ■. 
inflead  of  peace,  will  enfue  ;  for  truth  and  rightcr 
oufoefs  will  execute  judgment  upon  you,  for  the 
abufe  of  mercy  and  peace.    Whib,  through  unbe^ 
lief,  you  do  not  fee  or  approve  their  meeting  togo^ 
ther,  and  kiffing  each  other  in  Chrift  :    While  you,- 
ace  in  this  cafe,  you  cannot  meet  with  God^   tho', 
you  may  meet  with  his  people  at  ordinances,  or  at  a 
communion-table,  yet  God  and  you  never  met  to-  - 
gether :  Nay,  you  have  other  company,  the  devils 
and  you  meet  together,  and  your  luils  and  you  em- 
brace each  other ;  the  wocld  and  you  meet  together,  , 
and  its  vanities  and  you  do  kifs  each  other;  the  law 
and  you  have  met  together,  and  its  curfe  and  you 
do  embrace  each  other.    But,  becaufe  you  do  not 
fee  the  terrible  curfes  and  threatnings  that  you  are 
under,  remember,   that  in  a  (hort  while,    death 
and  you  will  meet  together,  and  its  cold  arms  andi. 

you 
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you  muft  embrace  each  other ;  ancl^  if  thi^  gofpel 
be  hid  to  you,  then  after  that,  hell  and-  jorj  will 
meet  together,  and  the  flames  of  divine  wrath  and 
you  will  embrace  each  other  to  eternity ;  and  the 
motto  written  upon  the  door  of  your  hell  will  be, 
^be  vengeance  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs^  fir  the 
abufe  of  mercy  and  peace.  Let  this  word  of  terror 
finic  into  your  confcience,  O  gracelefs,  chriftlefs, 
unbelieving  foul,  that  never  fawthe  glory,  nor  felt 
the  virtue  of  this  bleflcd  meeting,  and,  Gattio  like, 
care  for  none  of  thefe  things.  But  on  the  other 
hand, 

9.    Hence,  from  this  doftrine,   fee  ground  of 
comfort  to  all  believers  in  Chrift,  who  have  fcen  the 
glory,  and  felt  the  virtue  of  this  harmonious  meet- 
ing of  di\dnc  attributes  in  Chrift.    This  dbftrine  is 
as  comfortable  to  you,  as  it  is  terrible  to  others. 
Can  you  fay  before  God,  That  thefe  laft  two  marks 
arc  your  experience?   Then  I  can  fay,  that  all  the 
comforts,  that  iffue  from  that  glorious  meeting  in 
Chrift,  belong  to  you  5  and  God  allows  you  frong 
conjblationj  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  the  hope  fet 
before  you :'  For  that  city  of  refuge  to  which  you 
have  fledi  is  the  centre  of  the  meeting,   and  the 
place  appointed,  where  they  kifs  one  another  har- 
monioufly.     Why  fay  you,    fVhat  concern  have  F 
in  their  meeting  and  embracing  each  other  ?     O  be- 
liever, they  met  together  for  your  fake,  and  kiflcd : 
one  another  out  of  kindnefs  to  you:  For  there  vras 
DO  real  jarring  among  them,  but  air  the  apparent 
jarring  was  about  you,  and  how  they  fhould  be  glo- 
rified in  your  falvation  ;  and  when  infinite  wifdom 
found  the  ranfom,  and  fo  the  v^ray  how  they  fhoold 
all  be  glorified  in  your  eternal  happinefs,  thtiY  they 
hugged  each  other  in  their  arms,  as  it  w^re^  in  a 
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ra^ure  tof  joy,  fdr  your  fake,  Prov.  viii.  31.  His 
delights  were  with  the  Jons  of  men.  It  was  not  one 
attribate  only,  that  had  its  delight,  fatisfadtion  and 
gldiy,  'tis  delights  in  the  plural  number  y  for  all  the 
attributes  of  God  had  their  delights:  And  about 
what  was  it  ?  Why,  the  counfcl  ^  peace  was  con- 
cerning you  J  for  bis  delights  were  with  the  fons  of 
inen.  And  you  having  feen  the  glory  of  this  de- 
vice, and  felt  fomething  of  the  virtue  thereof,  God 
and  you  have  met  together,  and  Chrift  and  you  have 
killed  each  other ;  he  hath  embraced  you,  and  you 
have  embraced  him;  ^nd  that  embracement  is  a 
pledge  and  earneft,  that  he  and  you  will  meet  to- 
gether in  heaven,  and  embrace  each  other  to  eter- 
nity. This  meeting  and  embracement  is  founded 
Upon  the  harmonious  meeting  and  embracement  of 
the  divine  attributes  in  Chrift  j  and  therefore  it  (hall 
be  fure,  abiding  and  everlafting ;  and  all  thefe  at- 
tributes are  engaged  for  your  comfort  and  fupport, 
and  this  glory  of  the  Lord  you  fhall  for  ever  be- 
hold :  For  Chrift,  in  whom  all  thefe  glorious  per- 
fe<5Kons  meet  together,  hath  prayed  for  it,  John  xvii. 
14.  Fatljer^  I  will y  that  thefe  whom  thou  hajl  given 
me^  &c.  Here  then,  believer,  is  ground  of  com- 
fort to  you,  in  every  cafe :  comfort  againft  defer^^ 
iion.  Is  it  long  fince  Chrift  and  you  met  together, 
and  kifled  each  other  ?  Behold,  here  is  the  reafonj 
why,  he  will  never  altogether  leave  you^  nor  forfakg 
you  I  but  ftill  meet  with  you  now  and  then,  when 
he  fees  it  fit,  and  give  you  the  other  kifs  of  his  in- 
finitely bleffcd  lips,  and  embrace  of  his  arms,  till 
you  come  to  the  intimate,  immediate  embrace** 
ments  of  his  love  in  glory ;  why,  becaufe  mercy 
and  truth  are  met  together,  righteoufnejs  and  peace 
have  kiffed  each  other.  So  fure  as  mercy  and  troth 
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are  met  together,  as  furely  will  the  Liord  meet  whk 
you.  Here  is  comfort  againft  the  law^  when  it 
comes  in  as  a  covenant  upon  your^confcience,  iay« 
ing,  Pay  what  thou  oweft^  or  otherwije  thou  art 
curfedy  and  muft  go  to  bell  \  and  the  law,  fpeaking 
in  the  name  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs^  feems  terri- 
ble :  But  you  may  foon  anfwer  by  faith,  and  fay, 
O  laWy  the  demand  is  jujl  indeed^  and  agreeable  to 
truth  and  righteoufnefs ;  but  you  miftake  the  perfim  : 
For  truth  and  righteoufnefs  have  already  met  with 
mercy  and  peace,  in  the  per/on  of  Chrifi  my  bujband^ 
who  endured  all  my  hell^  and  became  a  curfe  for  me  i 
and  therefore  I  have  no  ground  to  fear  the  bell  thou 
threatnefly  nor  the  curfe  thou  denouncefi^  nor  any  Ham 
blenefs  thereto.  Here  is  comfort  againft  Satan  and 
his  temptations :  For  this  blefied  meeting  in  Chrift 
did  concert  his  ruin,  and  the  bruifing  of  his  head. 
Here  is  comfort  againft  church- divijions  and  commo^ 
tions :  When  neither  minifters  nor  private  chriftians 
do  meet  together,  or  embrace  one  another  with 
love  and  amity ;  is  this  fad  and  affliding  to  you  ? 
Here  is  a  meeting,  that  may  give  you  comfort  In 
that  cafe:  For  no  member  of  that  meeting  will  ever 
fall  out  among  themfelves,  or  fall  out  with  you. 
Here  is  comfort  againft  your  jarring  with  friends : 
What  do  I  know  but  there  is  fome  here  that  cannot 
get  lived  in  peace  with  fuch  a  friend  or  relatioD» 
nor  their  chriftian  liberty  enjoyed,  becaufe  of  their 
frowns  ?  And  may  be  they  are  as  aliens  to  you,  not 
in  fpeakin?  terms  with  you ;  you  cannot  meet  to- 
gether with  them  cordially,  nor  embrace  one  ano* 
ther  amicably :  But  let  this  be  your  comfort  in  that 
cafe,  mercy  and  truth  are  met  together,  righteoufnefs 
and  peace  have  hiffed  each  other  \  and  you  have  got  a 
kifs  by  the  by,  and  that  is  better  than  all  the  kind- 

nefs 


Mvitte  attribtdes  difplafi.  J07 

Be6  6f  all  the  friends  in  the  world.  Here  is  com* 
fort  mixtiik.ptiblick  calamities  that  feem  to  be  ap«» 
proaching»  or  perfonal  trials  that  may  be  coming 
upon  you>  Here  is  a  cordial^  though  afflidtion  and 
you  meet  together;  thoughi  in  a  little,  death  and 
you  meet  together ;  yet  this  meeting  of  divine  at- 
tributes in  Chrift,  your  glorious  head,  fpeaks  com* 
fort  and  fafety  to  you  in  every  cafe.  Though  you 
ihould  die  diftradted,  this  meeting  cannot  be  dif- 
folyed ;  and  you,  having  feen  the  glory,  and  felt 
the  virtue  thereof,  (hall  be  fure  to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fit of  it  to  eternity :  Tea^  furely  goodnefs  and  mercy 
Jhall  foUwD  you  all  the  days  of  your  life^  and  you 
JhaU  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  for  ever. 

lo.  The  laft  inference  is.  Hence  fee  the  duty  of 
all  that  hear  and  know  this  joyful  found.  Never 
was  there  a  fweeter  found  in  heaven,  or  in  earth  : 
And  what  is  the  duty  of  all  you  that  hear  it  ?  Surely, 
the  news  of  fuch  a  glorious  and  harmonious  meeting 
of  the  divine  perfedlions,  about  the  falvation  of  fin- 
oers  in  and  by  Chrlft  Jefus,  (hould  be  joyfully  re- 
ceived. Here  are  the  good  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all 
people^  Luke  ii.  10.  When  Eltfabetb  the  mother  of 
Jobny  and  Mary  the  mother  of  Jcfus  our  Lord,  met 
together  and  faluted  each  other,  the  babe  leapt  in 
EUfabetlis  womb  for  joy.  Behold,  here  is  yet  a  mord^^ 
wonderful  meeting  and  falutation  among  the  jarring- 
like  attributes  and  perfccflions  of  God  \  and  furely, 
if  the  babe  of  grace  be  in  your  womb^  it  mil  leap  for 
joy,  when  you  perceive  fuch  a  blciTed  meeting  and 
ialutation.  O  may  it  not  bring  our  heart  to  our 
mouth,  and  make  it  flutter  within  us,  when  we 
hear  of  fuch  a  falutation  as  this,  mercy  and  truth  are 
met  together!  &c.  And  again.  What  is  your 
duty,  believer,  who  not  only  hears,  but  knows  this 
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joyful  found  ?  Your  duty  is>  npt  only  to  rejoice  in 
this  matchlefs  harmonious  conjunAion  of  divine  at<- 
tributes  in  Chrifl:,  but  to  exemplify  the  fame,  by  ail 
harmonious  conjun£tion  of  graces  and  holy  virtaict 
in  you.     Let  mercy  and  truth  meeting  together,  at 
divine  attributes,  in  Chrift,  be  exemplified  by  mercy 
and  truth  meeting  together,  as  divine  virtues  in  you: 
Let  righteoufnefs  and  peace  kiffing  each  other  in 
him,  be  exemplified  by  righteoufnefs  and  peace  kif«- 
iing  each  other  in  yoif :  Let  the  meeting  of  mercy 
and  truth  engage  you  to  be  merciful  and  true  j  mer^ 
ciful^  hzz2L\x{^  your  heavenly  Father  is  merciful  y  and 
true^  becaufc  he  defires  truth  in  tbi  inward  pans. 
Let  the  embraces  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace  engage 
you  to  be  righteous  and  peaceable»  mat  is,  to  be 
ftudents  of  purity  and  peace :  For  the  Hvijdom  that 
is  fromabovCy  isjirftpure^  and  then  peaceaMe^  J^m. 
iiu  17.     It  is  declared  in  the  verfe  follovi^ing  our 
text,  that  it  is  the  defign  of  thefe  perfeflions  of 
God,  looking  down   harmonioujly  from  heaven,  to 
make  fuitable  graces  fpring    up  from  the  earth: 
Truth  foall  fpring  out  of  the  earthy  and  righteauffiefi 
fhall  look  down  from  heaven.   When  the  Son  of  righ*- 
teoufnefs,  in  whom  all  the  excellencies  of  God  do 
ihine,  looks  down  3  then  as  the  natural  fun,  {hed« 
ding  its  influences,  makes  fruit  to  fpring  up  from 
the    earth  5    fo    the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  looking 
down,  and  (bedding  abroad  his  influences,  make! 
truth,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit,  to 
fpring  out  of  the  earth,  out  of  the  heart,  the  foil 
where  they    are  fown,    in   regeneration-     O  doet 
mercy  look  down  from  heaven  to  you,  in  friendfhtp 
with  truth  j  fhall  not  this  mcrcv  make  you  merci- 
ful to  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  others,  by  doing  them 
ill  the" temporal  and  fpkitual  good  that  you  can? 
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And  flull  God  manifeft  his  truib^  in  conjunftion 
wirh  nurcy  cowards  you  3  and  will  you  not  be  a 
friend  to  truth,  even  to  all  the  precious  truths  of  his 
gofpel  ?  Shall  not  truth,  in  oppoficion  to  hypocrify^ 
be  your  ftudy  \  and  truth,  in  oppofition  to  error, 
be  your  concern  ]|  and  this  truth,  in  conjunction  with 
mercy  \  For,  when  truth  is  in  any  hazard,  (hould 
not  mercy  to  your  own  foul,  and  the  fouls  of  others, 
make  you  zealous  for  it  ?  And  mercy  to  your  chiU 
dren  and  the  generation  that  is  to  come  after  you, 
on  whom  we  (how  no  mercy,  if  truth  be  not  tranf- 
mitted  purely  to  them,  as  it  was  by  our  forefk-i 
tbers  to  us,  at  the  eypence  of  their  blood,^  how-* 
ever   now  the   waters  of  the  fanSuary  arc  trou- 
bled. Again,  does  rigbtewfnefs  and  pence  look  down 
irom   heaven,    kindly    embracing    each    other   io 
your  behalf,  believer  ?  And   (hall  not  you  be  a 
iiudent  of  righteoufnefs,  in  oppofition  to  all  unrigh^ 
teous  and  unholy  ways  3  and  of  peace,  in  oppo- 
■£tion  to  contention  and  difcord  ?  Jis  much  as  poff 
^/f,  foUim  peace  with  all  men^  and  hoUnefsy  mtb^it 
wbicb  no  manjhall  fee  tie  Lord.    Does  God  glorify 
his  righteoufnefs  towards  you ;  and  will  you  ftudy 
no  righteoufnefs  in  your  converfation  towards  God 
and  man  ?  Does  God  fpeak  peace  to  you,  and  will 
you  be  at  war  with  him,  and  love  to  live  in  war 
with  any  of  his  ?  Shall  that  be  the  difpofition  of 
any,  with  whom  God  is  at  peace  ?  O  tell  it  not  in 
Gath  !  Surely  there  are  none  here,  that  have  tafted 
of  this  fweet  peace  of  God,  but  they  would  defire 
to  live  at  peace  with  all  men,  and  oarticularly  all 
the  faints.     They  would  delire  to  fee  all  the  ho- 
neft  miniilers  of  Scotland  meeting  together  more 
kindly    than    they    do,    and   embracing  each  o- 
ther.    Some  indeed  are  at  this  time  reproached  as 
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enemies  to  peace  in  the  church ;  but  the  matter  is, 
peace  muft  not  be  ftadied  feparately  from  rightc^ 
oufncfs,  nor  mercy  feparately  from  truth,  but  all 
as  meeting  and  embracing  one  another :  For  mercy 
and  peace,  without  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  is  a 
cruel  confpiracy  againfl  God  and  man.  Now,  cer- 
tain things  have  pad  toncerning  the  truths  of  God, 
and  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  in  our  day,  which 
fome  think  will. (land  infamous  .till  doomVday  ; 
and,  this  truth  and  righteoufnefs  being  the  great 
rainifterial  truft,  fome  chufed  rather  to  be  reproach- 
ed by  the  world  as  enemies  to  peace,  than  be  chal- 
lenged by  God  and  their  own  confcience  as  betrayers 
of  the  truft.  However,  O  believer,  ftudy  you  thro* 
grace  to  get  a  match  made  up  betwixt  mercy  and 
iruthy  righteoufnefs  and  peace  in  you,  feeing  there 
can  be  no  merciful  peace  to  the  prejudice  of  righte- 
ous truth :  And  ftudy  to  get  all  thefe  attributes  of 
God  exemplified  in  your  heart  and  life,  and  the 
ical  and  imprefs  thereof  upon  your  foul,  you  be^ 
ing  uni,|:ed  to  Chrift,  in  whom  all  thefe  glorious  ex- 
cellencies of  God  do  meet  together  with  harmoni- 
ous embracements.  Out  of  Cbriffs  f^^^^fi  do  ym 
receive^  and  grace  for  grace.  As  the  child  receives 
member  for  member  from  the  father,  and  the  pa- 
per letter  for  letter  from  the  prefs;  fo,  beholding 
liis  glory,  be  you  changed  into  the  fame  image,  by 
reeeiving  mercy  for  mercy,  truth  for  truth,  righ- 
teoufnefs for  righteoufnefs,  and  peace  for  peace : 
Out  of  his  fulnefs  do  you  receive  grace  for  grace» 
holinefs  for  holinefs,  and  an  holy  virtue  fuitable  to 
every  holy  perfeftion  that  is  iii  him,  and  all  thefe 
harmonioufly  meeting  together  and  kifting  each 
other  in  you  :  Let  no  heavenly  grace  or  holy  duty 
1;^  excluded  out  of  the  meeting  :  Let  faith  and 
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repentance  meet  tipgether,  let  love  and  new  obe- 
dience kifs  each  o^her  ^   let  knowledge  and  prac- 
tice meet  together/  and  prayer  and  praifes  embrace 
each  other.     Yea,  let  oppofite-Iike  graces  meet  har- 
moniouily  in  you ;  let  humility  and  boldnefs  meet 
together,    let  godly  forrow  and  holy  joy  embrace 
each  other.     Here  is  the  gofpel-holinefs  we  call 
you  to,  in  a  fuitablenefs    to  thefe  harmonious  at* 
tributes  of  Qod  in  Chrift :  If  the  world  call  you 
Antinomansy  know  it  is  the  will  of  God^jhat  by 
vett'doing  you  put  to  Jilence  the  ignorance  of  foolijb 
men,  t  Pet.  ii.  15.    Let  the  mouth  that  reproaches 
the  gofpel  be  ftopt  by  the  power  of  it  in  your  walk. 
The  world  will  furely  reckon  you  the  greatcft  ftars, 
that  give  the  greateft  light :  Therefore  let  your  light 
fo  Jhine  before  men^  that  others  feeing  your  good  worh 
may  glorify  GoJ;    even  the  works  of  mercy  and 
truth,  righteoufnefs  and  peace,  hand  in  hand  to- 
gether ;  And   thus,  for  the   fake   of  the  glory  of 
God,  the  honour  of  Chrift,  and   the  credit  of  the 
gofpel,  let  the  world  know,  that  you  have  feen  the 
glory,  and   felt  the  virtue  of  thefe  perfedlions  of 
God,    barmonioufly  meeting  and  embracing  each 
other  in  Chrift.     Here  is  your  duty  and  work,  be- 
liever,   in  the  wilderncfsj    and  now,    in  all  youf 
ibortcomings  therein,  ftill  look  again  to  Gods  holy 
tempky  to  Chrift  the  meeting-place  of  thefe  divine 
perfe^ions  :  This  is  the  mercy- feat,  of  which  God 
fays,  Exod.  xxv.  22.  There  will  I  meet  with  thee ^ 
and  commune  with  thee  from  between  the  Cherubims. 
And  every  new  meeting  with  God  there,  will  bring 
in  new  ftrength  for  all  your  work  and  warfare  in 
time,  till   God  and  you  meet  together,  and  cm- 
brace  one  another,  in  glory  through  eternity  ? 
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And  now,  believer,  I   know  yoa  would  defirc 
that  others  fhould  fliare  of  the  fanie  happincfs  with 
youi  and  therefore  pray  that  a  ihort  concluding 
word  may  be  blefled  with  power  to  thpufands  that 
bear  me.     O  ye  that  are  by-Jianders   and  bearers 
only,    in     whatever  corner  of  this   houfe  round 
about  me,  whether  you  be  in  my  view  or  not^ 
you  are  in  God's  view ;  and  I  have  a  word   from 
nim  to  you  all :  And,  as  I  have  told   yoy  what  a 
terrible  thing  it  is  to  live  and  die  in  unbelief  with 
refp?£t  to  this   glorious  device,    fo  now  I  wouldi 
tell  you  your  duty  in  this  matter,  and  how  yoij 
may  ihare  of  the  bleHlngs  and  benefits,  in  time 
apd  for  ever,  that  flow  from  this  glorious  meeting 
and  embracement ;  and  jt  is  by  kiffing  the  Son  of 
God,  in  whom  all  thcfe  iittributes  of  God  do  kif^ 
and  embrace    each  other,   PfaL  ii.  12.     Kijs  tb( 
Sofiy  lejl  be  be  angry y  and  ye  perijh  from   tbe  ipay^ 
^-^hen  his  'ii;raih  is  kindled  but  a  little :  Blejfed  art 
all  they  that  trufi  in  him.     Blefled  are  all  they  that 
kifs   and   embrace   him.      Would  ypu  then  (ha.rG 
of  the  grace  and  glory  that  iflue  from   this   wout 
derful  meeting,  and  ineffable  embracement  among 
the  divine  perfedions,  in  Chrift  the  Son  of  God  r 
O  then,  come  and  kifs  the  Son :  O  down,  down 
with  carnal  thoughts,    carnal    kiffing,   carroufing, 
and  cajoUingi    here,  here  is  an  obje<a  worthy  of 
the  moft  endeared  embraces  of  the  immortal  fouU 
O  come,  and  kifs  the   Son,  by  believing  in  him, 
and  applying  the  benefits  of  this  glorious  traniao? 
tion  to  yourfelf :  And,  be   who  you  will,  if  you 
kiis  and  embrace  the  Son,  you  will  find  thefe  glo- 
rious attributes  of  God  kiffing  and  embracing  you, 
and  hugging  you  in  their  arms,    as  a  darling  oi 
heaven,  and  a  fpecial  favourite  m  the  houfe  of  God^ 
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re  t^e  attributes  of  God  CQAbracing  one  another 
Chrift  ?     O  fiee  into  their  embraces,  bv  fleeing 
to  Chrift,  Say  mt^  Cbrifi  is  in  heaven^  bow  fikM 
cmirfice  him  ?    For  the  word  is  nigb,  even  in  y^ur 
TUtb^  and  in  your  hearty  Rom«  x.  S.  q.  d.  So  near 
l^e  iQ  this  word,  that  you  may  kifs  him  with  your 
iputhy  as  it  were,  and  embrace  him  in  your  hearty 
id  to  take  in  his  word  of  grace,  and  Cbrift  in 
^  is  to  embrace  him.     What  do  you  fay  againft 
hrift  ?    Are  you  afraid  that  truth  and  righteMfnefs 
DnTpire  againft  you,  and  hinder  mer^  and  peact 
om  ever  meeting  with  you,  and  embracing  you  f 
\  DO,  fear  not ;  only  believe,  that  mercy  and  trutif 
re  met  together^  and  that  righteoufneji  and  peac^ 
we  kijfed  each  other  in  Chrift.     Truth  will  nof 
and  in  the  way  of  mercy ;   for  they  have  met  to» 
ether  :  JRighteoufnefs  will  not  ftand  in  the  way  of 
f^e  \  for  they  have  kiffed  each  other.     He  is  in« 
eed  an  infinitely  juft  God,  to  take  vengeance  upon 
n  i  but  jujlice  will  not  hinder  mercy  from  coming 
3  you :   Only  believe  that  juftice  and  mercy  ar^ 
scpnciled  in  Chrift,  fo  as  mercy  can  vent  itfelf  to^ 
lards  you,  to  the  credit  di  jujiiix.    But  6  !  may 
jch  a  black-mouthed  finner  as  I,  as  black  as  hell 
d4  the  devil,  expert  a  kifs  of  fuch  an  infinitely  faif 
eJTus  ?     Is  that  to  be  expected,  that  fuch  oppofites 
bpuld  meet  in  one  another's  arms?     Yet,  allow 
ae,  though  a  black  finner  like  yourfelf,  to  be  the 
lappy  mefienger,  b)  tell  you  in  God's  name,  tha^ 
c  you  as  black  as  you  will,  fuch  a  meeting  and 
mbracing  betwixt  Chrift  and  you,  is  more  to  be 
xpe&ed,  than  ever  men  or  angels  could  have  ex« 
ledled  that  infinite  juftice  and  mercy  (hould  have 
net  together,  and  kified  each  other  in  a  God- man  ^ 
nd  this  unexpected  meeting  is  the  very  ground 

upon 
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upon  which  jrour  expeAation  of  a  meeting  vreS^^ 
and  embracement  of  God  in  Chrift  is  to  be 
fbonded  :  O  then,  come,  and  kifs  the  Son.  Why, 
but  I  cannot,  fay  you ;  I  think  I  would  fain  do  it; 
but  I  cannot  get  at  him,  to  kifs  and  embrace  him. 
Tndeed  this  kindnefs  mufl  begin  on  his  fide  j  and 
therefore,  O  pray  that  he  would  come  and  meet 
you  with  a  kifs  of  infinite  love.  Say  with  the  church, 
Song  i.  2.  Let  him  kifs  me  nvitb  the  Jdjfes  of  bis 
mmtb :  for  bis  love  is  better  tban  wine.  If  that  be 
the  language  of  your  foul,  O  I  cannot  embrace 
him ;  but  my  heart  fays,  O  let  him  come  and  cm- 
brace  me,  and  draw  me  out  of  the  embracements 
of  all  my  former  lovers,  and  lufts,  that  I  may  never 
kifs  any  idol  in  the  world  again,  but .  may  live 
and  die  in  the  arms  and  embraces  of  the  fon  of 
God  ;  Is  that  the  language  of  your  foul  before  the 
living  GOD?  why  then  the  embracement  betwixt 
Chrift  and  )rou  is  begun,  that  (hall  never  have  an 
end ;  for  it  is  a  pledge,  that  he  and  you  (hall  meet 
together  in  heaven,  and  embrace  each  other  to 
eternity. 

Now,  though  I  hope  that  this  glorious  meeting 
of  divine  perfedtions  in  Chrift  hath  put  forth  fomc 
virtue  to  draw  in  fome  poor  foul  to  the  match  ;  yet 
I  fear  that  the  moft  part  are  yet  but  idle  hearers  and 
fpedlators,  as  if  they  were  not  concerned ;  but  O 
Unconcerned  foul,  be  who  you  will,  O  yet,  will 
you  come  and  fee  this  great  fight  1  O  come  and  fee 
the  greateft  fight  that  ever  was,  or  will  be,  in 
heaven  or  earth,  a  bujh  burnings  and  not  confumed : 
all  the  burning  and  (hining  attributes  of  God  meet- 
ing together  with  infinite  harmony  in  the  bufh  of 
our  nature,  and  yet  the  bu(h  able  to  bear  tbe  ghry^ 
2Sech«  vi.  13.    O  conie  and  wonder  I    Here  is  the 

wonder 
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,der  of  men  and  angels !  For  this  is  a  wonderful 
iting  to  them :  And  the  name  of  the  meeting- 
€  is Juftly  called,  wonderful!  O  come  and  par« 

;  for  the  meeting  is  concerning  your  ialvation 
Sirift :  His  deligots  were  with  the  fons  of  men. 
ome  and  fing  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  this 
iderful  harmonious  embracement  of  divine  per« 
ions  in  Chrift,  efpecially  you  that  partake,  fo  as 
be  the  elory,  and  feel  the  virtup  thereof.  O  will 
fing  with  your  hearts,  and  lips,  and  lives,  fay- 
.  Glory  to  Gody  that  his  attributes  have  met  to« 
ler,  and  kiffed  each  other,  in  Chrift  ;  and  that 
r  the  like  of  me  got  a  kifs  by  the  by :  Glory  fo 
f^  that  there  is  no  breaking  off  this  meeting,  nor 
dng  of  thefe  embraces,  by  fin,  Satan^  earth  or 
1 ;  but  that  they  o^ect  and  embrace  each  other 
eternity.  And  tho'  you  cannot  remember  to  fing 
that  has  been  faid,  yet  I  hope  the  weakefi:  me« 
ry  may  remember  to  fing  the  beft  note  of  all 

fermon  every  day,  faying,  Glory^  glory^  glory 
yody  that  mercy  and  truth  are  met  together^  rigb^ 
fneji  and  peace  have  kijfed  each  other. 
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The  beil  bond,  or  furefl  engagement. 

A   SERMON   preached   immcdiatdjr 
.    before  the  adminiftration  of  the  iacrft- 

ment  of  the  Lord*s-fupper,  at  Dutth 

fermliney  July  i(jy  1724, 

^  ■  ■  ■        ■  ■        ■   ■  n   ■  '      -     -' 

By  tte  Rev.  Mr.  Ralph  Ekskine, 


JV  ^^  i^  '^'^  '^  engaged  his  heart  to  ifp^oacb 
unto  me  ?  foiib  the  Lord 

MY  friends,  after-  the  firft  Adonic  heart  de^ 
parted  from  |he  Lord,  fo  as  to  violate  tjbp 
covenant  of  works,  never  a  heart  of  all  his  pofterity 
could  or  would  have  approached  unto  God  again, 
but  had  remained  in  their  natural  enmity  againft 
him,  had  not  the  fecond  JlJam  fo  engaged  his  heart 
unto  God  in  our  favour,  as  to  draw  the  hearts  of 
many  after  him  :  And  if  we  could  this  day  look 
into  Chrift's  heart,  and  difcover  his  heart-kindneis 
in  this  matter,  fo  as  to  knit  our  hearts  to  him,  and 
to  God  in  him,  and  get  the  knot  fealed  in  the  la- 
crament  with  God's  fcal ;  it  would  make  this  a  day 
to  be  much  remembered  to  all  eternity.  O  then, 
let  your  hearts  be  looking  up  to  the  Lord,  that  you 
inay  fee  into  the  heart  and  bofom  of  this  fcripture, 

and 
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and  into  the  myftery  of  this  great  queftioDi  ff^  h 
this  that  engaged  bis  hearty  &c  ?  .      *         ^ 

The  Lord  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah  had  bteti 
[X)mfcrting  his  church,  by  feveral  eXcelknt  promi^ 
fes  relating  to  their  return  oat  of  the  Bab^lomjb  cap^ 
tivity,  typic^of  the  glorious  things,  referved  for  the 
Church  in  the  days  of  the  Meffias  i  Particularly  in 
the  preceding  part  of  this  verfe,  it  is  promifed,  that 
&i^  Oiall  be  bleft  with  an  excellent  government! 
Hfeir  tuAles  Jhall  be  oftikmfelvesy  they  fliall  not  have 
ftrangers  and  enemies  to  be  their  judges,  but  thele 
of  their  own  nation,  ^heir  CkrOemon  Jhall  proceed 
frpm  the  midft  of  them.  This  hath  a  reference  ta 
Chrift  our  Governor,  David  our  king,  as  you  majf 
fee  by  comparing  this  with  verfe  9th,  Tbey  Jhall 
firve  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king^ 
wb6m  I  n&ill  raife  up  unto  them.  This  governor  is 
of  ourfelves,  being  in  all  things  made  like  unto  his 
brethren  j  /  will  caufe  him  to  draw  near,  and  he  Jloall 
approach  unto  me.  It  is  a  fingle  perfon  that  is  fpoken 
of,  and  the  perfon  is  the  GOVERNOR,  and 
die  GOVERNOR  is  CHRIST.  God  the  Father 
did  caufe  him  as  mediator  to  draw  near  and  ap-- 
proach  to  him  ;  he  commanded  and  authorized  him 
to  do  it ;  he  fandified  and  (ealed  him  for  this  end  \ 
he  appointed  and  anointed  him  for  this  purpofe,  and 
he  accepted  of  him,  and  declared  himfelf  wclUplea^ 
fed  in  him ;  and  therefore  he  fpcaks  of  it  with  won*^ 
derful  pleafure.  Who  is  this  that  engaged  his  heart  to 
approach  unto  me?  When  God  draws  a  perfon  neaf 
tt>  him,  he  is  even  delighted  with  that  approach  to 
him,  whereof  he  himfelf  is  the  caufe ;  much  more 
if  it  be  fuch  a  perfon  as  here  the  governor  of  Ifrael^ 
for  vfbo  is  this^  &c?  Here  is  the  event  of  the  excell 
lent  promifes  that  were  made  io  Ifraely  by  way  ol 
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anticijIatioD.of  fome  objedion  that  might  be  made, 
How  (hall  all  this  be  done  2  Why  Chrift  the  go- 
vtroor  hath  engaged  for  all  that  either  God  calls  for 
horn  you,  or  that  he  promifes  to  you.  He  is  om 
that  (hall  not  fail  nor  be  difcouraged,  till  he  hath 
fet  judgment  in  the  earth,  Ifa.  xlii.  4.  Thus  all 
the  promifes  come  to  us  in  Chrift ;  they  come  from 
God  through  him  and  fhould  lead  us  up  to  him, 
in  whom  they  are  all  Tea  and  Amen.  They  arc 
rivulets  that  fweetly  flow  and  run  forth  from  the 
ocean  to  the  city  of  God,  to  the  houfe  of  the  mourner, 
to  the  field  of  the  withered,  to  the  habitation  of 
the  hungry  and  thirfty,  yea,  to  the  grave  of  the 
dry  bones,  to  make  the  dry  land  fprings  of  water, 
and  to  make  the  wildernefs  to  bloflbm  as  the  rofe. 
What  thefe  excellent  promifes  are,  that  thus  run 
forth,  you  may  fee  in  the  preceding  part  of  the 
chapter :  For  example,  ver.  17.  Tho'  the  wound 
feem  incurable,  God  will  make  a  cure  for  it ;  and 
tho'  you  be  ca(l  off  at  all  hands,  and  caft  out  at  every 
door,  and  none  fcek  after  thee,  yet  I  will  ieek  thee 
out ;  and  tho'  deferted  and  defpifed  of  thefe  that 
are  about  thee,  yet  I  will  put  honour  upon  thee, 
yea,  1  will  glorify  thee,  and  thou  Jk alt  not  befmall^  as 
it  is  ver.  1 9.  And  the  fum  of  all  the  promifes  is  ^r^ 
22.  Te  Jball  be  my  people^  and  I  will  be  your  God-,  I 
will  work  in  you  all  that  you  want,  that  is,  Tou  Jball 
be  my  people ;  and  I  will  be  to  you  all  that  you  need, 
that  is,  1  will  be  your  God.  O  that  we  could  take 
bold  of  this  promife !  It  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  I  will 
make  you  holy,  and  what  I  would  have  you  to  be, 
for  ye  Jkall  be  my  people ;  and  I  will  make  you  happy, 
for  /  will  be  your  God.  O,  but  upon  what  confi- 
deration,  or-  on  what  account  will  he  do  all  this  ? 
My  text  opens  the  ground,  for  who  is  this  tbat^  &c« 

Why 
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Why  will  he  do  fo  much  kindnefs  to  any  poor 
9iforin  of  AianC%  houfe  ?  Why»  becaufe  Chrift,  as 
mediatory  hath  engaged  his  heart  to  approach  unto 
Sod  in  their  ftead,  to  do  all  that  was  requifite  for 
naking  a  vent  to  this  kindne&  and  favour  of  God 
x>ward8  man.  I  know  that  fome  take  the  words 
Co  be  ipoken  of  the  people  of  God^  their  drawing 
near  by  faiths  and  in  point  of  duty  engaging  them- 
fdves  to  approach  to  him,  though  his  grace.  This 
is  a  confequent  that  follows  upon  the  other,  and 
therefore  I  (hall  not  exclude  it  trom  its  own  place 
in  the  application  of  this  fubjed,  if  the  Lord  will. 
But  with  the  belt  interpreters^  that  I  have  feen,  I 
apprehend  it  is  fpoken  of  Chrift,  holding  out  his 
undertaking  for  an  elcA  world  in  the  covenant  of 
redemption  or  grace,  and  becoming  our  furety,  en- 
gi^ing  himfelf  to  the  Father  for  us,  in  the  view  of 
our  having  ruined  ourfelves,  and  broke  our  credit 
with  God.  The  firft  Adam^  our  natural  and  fede« 
ral  head  in  the  covenant  of  works,  broke  the  co» 
venant,  and  violated  the  engagement  that  he  made 
of  approaching  to  Cod,  with  his  perfeA  perfonal  obe- 
dience  ;  and  fo  he,  and  we  in  him,  loft  all  our  power 
with  God.  But,  behold,  the  fecond  Adam  having 
his  heart  filled  and  fraughted  with  love  to  a  com^ 
pany  of  jQnful  miferable  worms,  fuch  as  are  here 
prefent,  undertakes  the  engagement  that  Adam 
brake :  And  he  being  a  perfon  of  entire  credit,  the 
bargain  was  agreed  to,  and  God  ifTues  out  all  blef* 
fings  on  his  account :  For  lobo  is  this  that  engaged 
bis  beartt 

In  the  words  you  may  obferve,  (i.)  The  proper 
work  and  office  of  our  Lord  Jefus  as  mediator,  viz. 
to  d^proacb  unto  Gody  and  that  for  us,  and  in  our 
room  and  ftead,  as  the  high-priefi  of  our  profef^ 

fiOflji 
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fion.    Tha  pf lefts  are  iaid  to  draw  htaf  to  Qo4l 
hev.  ic»  3.  and  xxi.  17,  18.     It  is  iaid  ^mi.  xft 
21.   that  Mofes  drew  near  unto  the  thick  datJbid^ 
nvbert  Ood  was.    So  did  Chrifti  our  great  Mt^ 
draw  near  and  approach  unto  God,     (a.)  Obfertc^ 
in  the  words^  his  cordial  complianoe  with  cliii 
work ;  He  engaged  bis  heart  to  it,  he  received  « 
commandment  of  the  Fatheri  who  caufed  him  to 
approach,  he  being  the  original  caufe  and  IjpriBgf 
as  the  conneding  particle  (pr)  doies  fhew  %  fir  mi 
is  this  that  does  approach?  Could  any  do  it  withodt 
me ?    No,  tht  Father  was  firft  at  works  but Chrift 
was  as  wUling  to  the  work  as  his  Father  Wis  tt 
employ  him ;  He  engaged  his  heait  to  It,  that  ii$ 
be  bound  and  obliged  himfelf  to  it }  he  tiadortboll 
for  his  heart,  as  Ibme  read  it ;  he  undertoc^  fyt  his 
foul  that  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  it  (hoald  be  mwic 
an  offering  for  fin }   His  own  voluntary  ctttbpUaftc^ 
with  his  Father's  will,  and  his  compailioQ  to  falleiir 
man,  engaged  him  >  and  he  was  hearty  and  tt&lute^ 
ftte  and  cnearful  in  it,  and  m|de  nothing  of  thl^ 
difficulties  that  ftood  in  the  way.     (3.)  You  havdv 
here  the  Angularity  of  this  fa^,  and  the  woDder*^*^ 
fulnefs  of  it,  expreffed  in  the  queftion,  fTh^  is  tUf 
that  engaged  bis  heart  to  approach  unto  mef  It  poinlft 
out  the  greatnefs  of  the  perfon,  the  admirable  ni^ 
ture  of  the  work  he  effays;     Chrift  is  in  all  thil 
matter  truly  wonderful  ;   and  when  it  is  a  God 
that  expreffes  it  in  this  manner,  we  may  well  a(k  it 
with  admiration.  Who  is  this  that  enfgaged  hit 
heart  to  fach  an  undertaking?    And  then,  (4.)  Yoa 
have  the  divide  teftimony  annexed  to  the  whole^ 
ki  thefe  words,  faith  the  Lord.     Here  is  a  nobl6 
'^ound  for  faich,  even  the  teftimony  of  the  G6d  of 
Urutb;;  Let  the  mouth  of  unbelief  be  flopt^  for  thfc 
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jiouth  pf  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it.  G6d's  teftimony 
is  our  feciirity,  and  we  xitt,A.  no  better  than. the  word 
E)f  a  God  teftifyirig  concerning  his  eternal  fon. 
Who  is  this  that  engaged  bis  heart  to  approach  unto 
me  ?  faith  the  Lord. 

OBSERVE,  That  our  Lord  Jifis  Chri/i,  the 
eternal  Son  of  God,  cordially  and  willingly  engaged 
himfelfto  approach  unto  God  in  the  work  and  hLfmefs 
if  our  redemption. 

I  fhall  endeavour  to  clear  this  dodrine,  and.  up- 
an  it  fpeak  to  the  fevcral  parts  of  the  text,  in  the 
following  method :  After  that  we  have  cleared  the 
:ruth  of  the  dodrine,  we  (hall,  !•  Shew  what  a 
jvonderful  perfon  this  is  that  engaged  his  heart  to 
ipproach  unto  God  ;  as  feems  to  be  pointed  out 
n  this  queftion,  IVho  is  this?  2.  The  nature  of 
Jie  work  that  he  engages  himfelf  in,  while  it  is  an 
engagement  to  approach  unto  God.  3.  The  fin- 
jularity  of  the  fcict,  included  in  the  manner  of  the 
:xpreflion,  IVho  is  this  that  engaged  his  heart  to  ap^ 
broach  unto  God  f  4.  The  reafons  of  the  doctrine  5 
)r,  why  Chrift  came  under  this  engagement:  To- 
jether  with  the  reafons  of  our  faith  concerning  it ; 
)r,  why  it  is,  that  JEHOVAH's  teftimony  is  add- 
td  in  tlicfc  words,  faith  the  Lord.  5.  Draw  fome 
nferences  by  way  of  application  of  the  dodlrine,  as 
he  Lord  (liall  pleafe  to  aflift. 

Now,  before  I  proceed  to  the  method  here  laid 
lown,  I  would  offer  you  fome  fcriptural  proofs  of 
;hc  dodlrine.  That  Chrift  willingly  engaged  him- 
self herein,  is  evident,  (i.)  From  his  accepting  of 
:he  work  and  oflice,  Pfal.xl.  7,  8.  JFhen  facrifce 
md  offering  icould  not,  then  faid  he^  Lo,  I  come,  &c. 
ompared  y^'wh  Ileb.x.  5,  6,  7.  (2*)  From  his 
reckoning  it  his  glory  and   honour,  that  he  hath' 
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taken  this  office  upon  him  at  his  Father's  call  j  as 
is  plain  from  that  exprcflion,  Heb.  v.  4,  c.  No 
man  takes  this  honour  to  bimfelf^  but  be  that  ts  caUei 
ofGod^  as  was  Aaron  :  So  Cbrijl  ghrified  mt  btrnfelf^ 
to  be  made  an  bigb^prieft  3  but  be  that  faid^to  bim^ 
Tbou  art  my  fon^  to  day  have  I  begotten  tbee ;  ^Tbou 
art  a  prieji  for  ever.  (3.)  From  his  promiiing  to 
depend  on  his  Father  for  his  help  and  afiiftance  io 
the  work,  Ifa.  xlix.  5.  Though  Utm\  be  not  gatbereJ, 
lays  Chrift,  yet  Jhall  I  be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  tie 
Lord,  and  my  God  fhall  be  my  Jlrengtb^  Ifa.  1.  7. 
5^^  Lord  God  will  help  me^  therefore  Jhall  1  not  ie 
confounded;  therefore  will  I  fet  my  face  like  a  fints 
and  I  know  that  I  Jhall  not  be  ajhamed.  Hence  it 
was,  that  he  endured  the  crofs,  and  defpifed  the 
(hame.  /  will  put  my  truji  in  him,  fays  Chrift, 
Heb.  ii.  13.  (4.)  From  his  promifing  fubjedtion  to 
his  Father's  will,  in  bearing  reproaches',  and  laying 
down  his  life  for  thefe  that  were  given  to  him, 
Ifa.  I.  5,  6-  I  was  not  rebellious ^  neither  turned  away 
fny  back.  I  gave  my  back  to  the  fn^ers^  and  my  cheeks 
to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair :  I  hid  not  my  face 
from  Jhame '  and  fpitttng.  And  John  x.  1 7.  I  lay 
down  my  life^  and  this  commandment  have  I  received 
of  my  Father.  And  (5.)  According  as  he  proroiied, 
fo  did  he  accomplifli  the  promife  ;  his  heart  was  fet 
upon  the  work  in  the  hardeft  part  thereof,  /  haivi 
a  haptifm  to  be  bapfifed  with,  and  bow  am  IJiraitned 
till  it  be  accomplijhed?  And  he  never  was  at  reft 
till  he  could  fay,  It  is  fniped ;  I  have  glorified  tbee 
on  earthy  I  have  fnijfjed  the  work  which  thou  gavejl 
me  to  do^  John  xvii.  4.  Thus  he  fulfilled  the  en- 
gagement he  came  under.  Ar.d  then  (6.)  He  ex-* 
pecf.ts  the  glory  promifed  to  him,  and  the  accoqT- 
plifhment  of  the  glorious  promife  that  was  made  to 
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iiim  bpon  his  fnlfiliing  his  engagements,  John  xvii. 
4,  5.  /  have  glorified  thee  on  the  earth :  And  now^ 
O  Father y  glorijy  thou  me  with  thine  own  Jelf^  with 
the  glory  which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  was. 
Yea,  he  challenges  it  as  his  due  every  way,  ver. 
24.  Father^  I  will  that  thefe  whom  thou  hafi  given 
me^  be  with  me  where  I  am ;  that  they  may  behold  my 
glory  which  thou  haft  given  me :  For  thou  haft  loved 
me  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.  And  thus  in 
all  thefe  things  you  fee  the  truth  of  the  do&rine 
cleared. 

lit  Head.  The  firft  thing  I  promifed  was,  to 
ihew  what  a  wonderful  perfon  this  is,  that  engages 
his  heart  to  approach  unto  God ;  as  is  pointed  out 
by  the  queftion.  Who  is  this  ?  There  are  thefe  fol- 
lowing things  wonderflil  in  this  perfon's  engaging.* 

Firfty  Who  is  this?  lanfwer,.  who  but  the  eter- 
nal Son  of  the  eternal  Father,  one  God  with  him 
and  the  eternal  Spirit,  even  the  King  eternal  and 
immortal,  who  is  faid  to  be  over  all  God  blejfed  for 
ever,  Amen,  Roft.  ix.  5.  Amen  fays  the  apoftle, 
and  Amen  let  our  hearts  fay  to  it,  by  putting  the 
crown  of  abfolute  divine  fovereignty  and  fupremc 
Deity  upon  the  head  of  our  LORD  JESUS  this 
day,  in  opix)fition  to  the  damnable  error  of  Ari^ 
anifm^  that  is  like  to  take  deep  root  in  Britain  and 
Ireland^  and  fpread  like  a  gangrene,  and  eat  like  a 
cancer.  Who  is  he  as  to  his  perfon  ?  He  is  the 
Son  of  God :  And  who  is  he  as  to  his  nature  and 
elTence?  He  is  the  fame  in  fubftance,  equal  in 
power  and  glory  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  He  is  God  bv^er  all  blefTed  for  ever ;  and 
curfed  is  the  communicant  that  (hall  not  fay  Amen. 
Under  the  great  feaV  of  the  factiament  of  the  Lord^ 
fupper,  we  make  the  apoille's  coDf^on  of  faicb, 
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1  John  V.  20.  that  if  any  afk  who  is  this  ?  We 
anfwer,  THIS  IS  THE  TRUE  GOD,  AND 
ETERNAL  LIFE.  This  glorious  engager,  the 
Lord  Jefus,  whofc  death  we  commemorate,  is, 
with  refpedt  to  his  divine  nature,  the  true  Gbdj 
and  he  hath  upon  his  vefture  and  upon  his  thigh 
written  this  name.  King  of  Kings ^  and  Lord  of 
Lords.  This  is  the  eternal  word  that  was  made 
fiefh ;  he  took  on  him  our  nature,  and  became 
man,  that  he  might  appeafe  God.  The  infinitely 
great  quality  of  the  perfon  does  highly  commend  his 
loving  undertaking  and  engagement.  But,  Secondly^ 
Who  is  this  ?  It  is  one,  who,,  though  be  was  in  the 
form  of  God ,  and  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal 
nvith  Gody  yet  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervanty 
and  was  made  in  the  likejicfs  of  man  ;  and  being  found 
in  fajhion  as  a  man^  he  humbled  himjelf  &c.  PhiL 
ii.  6,  7,  8.  It  is  he  who,  tho'  his  generation  cannot 
be  declared^  bis  goings  forth  having  been  from  of  old, 
from  everla/iing  j  yet  engaged  to  be  made  oj  a.  wo- 
man,  made  under  the  law,  to  redtkn  them  that  were 
under  the  law,  and  was  cut  off  out  of  the  land  of 
the  living.  It  is  he  who,  tho'  he  was  the  prince 
of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the  king  of  kings, 
yet  engaged  to  become  a  fervant  to  fervants,  and 
accordingly  girds  himfelf  to  ferve  them,  and  to 
waf}^  their  feet,  John  xiii.  4,  5.  It  is  he  who,  tho* 
he  be  admirable  in  his  fovcreignty,  his  kingdom 
being  over  all,  yet  is  matchlefs  in  his  conde- 
fcenfion,  Tho'  he  is  one  that  could  never  have  been 
known,  unlefs  he  had  made  himfelf  known  5  yet 
he  hath  fhown  himfelf  to  be  one  that  is  mighty 
in  word  and  deed,  faying,  It  is  Itbatfpeak  in  rigb^ 
4eoufnefs^  mighty  tofave^  Ifa.  Ixiii.  i.  It  is  he  who, 
tho*  he  be  the  only  Son  and  dearly  belovrd  : '  O  )d. 
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yet  engages  to  quit  his  Father's  company,  and  bear 
his  wradi  and    indignation.      ff  it    had   been  a 
fimple   privation   of  his   Father's  countenance  for 
a  little,  it  had  been  more  than  all  the  fons  of  men 
were  worth;  for  he  was  daily  from  eternity  his 
Father's  delight ^  rejoicing  always  before  him^  Prov. 
viii.  30.     But  it  muft  be  more  ;  he  engager  to  take 
our  fin  and  guilt  upon  him,  to  bear  our  griefs,  and 
over  and  above  to  undergo  his  father's  wrath ;  in- 
fomuch  that  tho'  the  father's  delight  in  him  was 
never  changed  or  altered,  yet  he  engaged  to  become 
foch  a  ftrange  object  of  his  delight,  as  that  he  fhould 
delight  to  bruife  him,  and  take  pleafure  in  making 
him  a  facrifice,  Ifa.  liii.  10.  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to 
hruije  him ;  he  took  pleafure  in  bruifing  him  in  the 
mortar  of  his  infinite  vengeance,  till  he  bruifed  his 
blood  out  of  his  heart  and  veins,  and  his  foul  out 
3f  his  body;  for  he  fweat  great  drops  of  blood  in 
the  garden,  yea,   bled  to  death  on  the  crofs,  and 
^hcn  gave  up  the  ghoft.     Who  is  this  ?  Who  but 
be  who  was  the  jpleafant  objecfl  of  God's  infinite 
ove,  becoming  the  pleafant  objedi  of  his  infinite 
«rrath  ?  Chrift  was  loved  of  the  Father  in  his  dy- 
ng,  and  for  his  dying  in  our  ftead ;  he  loves  him 
n  himfelf,  and  loves  him  as  a  facrifice ;  for  it  was 
r  facrijice  of  afweet  fmelling  favour  unto  God^  Eph. 
^  2.     But  O  dear-bought  to  Chrift  was  this  love! 
;,  Who  is  this  ?  Who  but  that  glorious  one,  whom 
vc  have  infinitely  difobliged  by  our   fin,  and  had 
liftngaged  to  do  us  any  favour,  by  our  revolt  from     \ 
lim,  by  breaking  our  engagements  in  the  covenant 
f  works,  and  by  continual  rebellion  againft  him, 
nd  vexing  his  holy  fpirit,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  10.     Who  is 
lis  ?  Even  he  whom  the  party  that  he  engages  for 
n  the  one  fide,  does  moft  loath  and  defpifc ;  for 
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3:  .-  iL'irjtJ  «tt^  ^^rfdcd  jf  awf ;  w€  bid  as  it  mre 
ffi.-  'lirTs  — 7z?r  ir« :  ar  acr  deffijed^  mnd  ive  efieemi 
hm  \zr .  Eli  ycr  he  ccjiges  for  thcfc  that  were 
X  i-iir^ai  rpccixccn  icii  enmity  to  him:  For, 
%  -  .c  wc  wcr^  yec  esexries,  he  engages  for  us ; 
E-  -;:  i  nr  zs€  ingTuly^  Rom.  v.  6.  And  Gadcom" 
n^^L^  Tts  iicvif  :nsiiri  uSy  in  tbet^  'artile  we  ivere 
yr:  i^cttr^^  Crrri  diiid  fir  aj,  verle  8.  And  nvben 
^<f  ^zcTf  rarw:^-  tstf  wen  ncmcikd  to  God  by  the 
dd^':  f*'  cu  jin^  ▼enc  lo.  He  loved  them  that 
Lai'SC  hia.  Ajiic,  4-  ^Vho  is  this  ?  He  is  one 
tnn  xh:«xi  in  co  cccd  of  ns,  being  infinitely  happy 
Li  brm  'i^Lf,  arc  hid  loil  nxhicg  tho*  all  mankind 
hxi  ceriifced  for  ever ;  and  yet,  before  we  were 
EDC  hippy,  he  wocld  cxpote  himlelf  to  the  greateft 
mii'cry,  reiblTing  that  he  would  not  be  happy  with- 
out us.  He  would  rather  coaie  and  endure  the 
czTitradiciin  of  Jinrxri  a^ain/i  bimplf  reproach,  blaf- 
phemy,  and  aU  manner  of  indignities ;  tbo*  be  nvai 
ricb^  yet  fzr  cur  fake  te  became  peer ;  and  tho'  he 
was  exalted  to  the  highclt,  ye:  he  would  be  hum** 
bled  to  the  loweft.  Let  all  the  excellencies  of  heaven 
and  earth  be  put  togedier  ;  let  all  the  pcrfcftions 
that  ever  the  world  heard  of,  ard  infinitely  more  ; 
let  them  be  all  gathered  together,  and  infinity  add^ 
cd  to  them,  and  all  fliining  in  one  perfon,  and 
that  is  Chrift,  O  how  rich !  How  glorious !  And 
yet  this  perfon  engages  to  die  for  vile  worm%  whom 
he  might  have  trampled  under  his  feet  for  ever. 
5,  Who  is  this?  Why,  he  is  one  that  could  lay 
his  hand  upon  both  parties  that  were  at  variance, 
CJod  and  man ;  and  lb  lay  hold  on  both,  and  bring 
them  t(\^cihcr  in  himfelf,  tho'  at  an  infinite  diftancc 
from  one  another.  Col.  u  20,  21.  He  batb  made 
/S-iUY  /;v  the  blood  of  his  crofs^  and  reconciled  heaven 
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end  earth.     He  is  one,  that  was  able  ndt  only  to 
rt move. the    partition  betwixt  Jews  and  Gentries^ 
n  an  and  man,    but  to  take   down  the  partition* 
v^ail  betwixt  God  and  man,  to  bring  the  (inner  to 
God,  and  God  to  the  firmer,  2  Pet/\\u  18.  Cbrift 
bath  once  Juffered for  firiy  tbejuji  Jor  the  unjufi^  that 
be  might  bring  us  to  God.     God  is  in  Chrifl:  recon- 
ciling the  world  to  him  (elf ;  and  (b  he  is  one  that 
brings  both  together,  by  his   almighty  arm ;  T&x 
manjhall  be  the  peace  j  this  God-man  is  our  peacc^ 
being  a  friend  to  both  parties :  Being  God,  he  is 
fuch  a  friend  to  God,  that  he  will  let  him  want 
iK>thing  of  his  due,  he  will  give  juftice  every  far- 
thing, and  retrieve  the  whole  glory  that  fin  had 
defeced ;  and  being  man,  he  is  fuch   a  friend  to 
man,  that  he  will  pay  all  our  debt,  recover  all  our 
lofs,  yea,  and  gain  much  more  to  us  than  ever  we 
loft.     6.  Who  is  this  ?  He  is  one,  whofe  name  is 
called  wonderful^  Ifa.  ix.  6.   But  who  can  tell  the 
wonders  of  his  perfon,    wonders  of  his    perfec- 
tions,  the  wonders  of  his  offices,  relations,  jippear- 
ances,  birth,    life,    death,    refurredtion,   afcenfion 
and  inter ceflion  ;  the. wonders  of  his  righteoufnefs, 
the  wonders  of  his  purchafe,  the   wonders  of  his 
love  in  its  heighth  and  depth,  length  and  breadth, 
in  its  eternity,  efficacy  and  conftancy  ?  He  is  one 
whofe  name  is  wonderful^  whole  followers  that  bear 
his  name  are  for  figns   and  wonders,  Ifa.  viii.  1 8. 
Behold i  I  and  the  children  which  thou  haft  given  me 
are  fr  figns  and  wonders.   Zech.  iii.  18.   Ihou  and 
thy  J  e Hows  that  ft  before  thee  are  men  wondered  at; 
and  indeed,  the  more   of  Chrift  they  have  about 
them,  the  more  they  do  become  a  world's  wonder, 
as  Chrift  himfelf  was.     What  IhaU  I  fay  ?  Time 
would  fail  to  fpeak  of  thefe  things,  and  to  men- 

Y.4  tion 


'3ii8  The  beft  bmd^ 

tion  his  wonderful  aSs,  his  wonderful  counfels,  his 
wonderful  way  upon  the  earth,  and  in  the  hearts 
of  his  people;  his  wonderful  works  towards  the 
children  of  men,  both  in  judgment  and  mercy; 
and  his  wonderful  conduft  towards  his  own  chil- 
dren. Let  it  fuffice  that  this  is  he,  whofe  name  is 
and  fhall  be  called  WONDERFUL. 

2d  Head.  The  fecond  thing  propofed  was  to 
fpeak  of  the  nature  of  the  work  he  engages  himfelf 
in,  while  it  is  faid,  he  engaged  his  heart  to  ap- 
proach unto  God.  The  pricfts  under  the  law,  their 
approaching  unto  God,  did  but  adumbrate  and  (ha- 
dow  forth  our  great  High-Prie{Fs  approach  unto 
God,  in  our  ropm  and  (lead.  In  order  to  clear  this 
point  then,  in  the  general,  1  premife  thefe  two 
things,  ifti  All  mankind  were  barr'd  out  from  the 
prefence  of  God,  fo  as  they  could  not  approach  to 
him  in  their  own  perfons ;  and  that  by  a  threefold 
bar.  I.  The  bar  of  a  broken  and  violated  law  or 
covenant  of  works.  The  covenant  of  works,  ye 
know,  was,  DO  2Lnd  LIl^Ej  otherwife  ye  (hall 
die  :  In  which  covenant  the  precept  was  D  O,  and 
the  promife  was  LIFE^  and  the  penalty  was 
DEATH.  Man  by  his  fin  hath  broken  the  pre- 
cept of  doing,  forfeited  the  promife  of  life,  and  in- 
curred the  penalty  of  death :  Now,  if  ever  we  ap- 
proach to  God  in  mercy,  this  broken  precept  muft 
be  repaired,  this  forfeited  life  muft  be  redeemed, 
this  incurr'd  penalty  muft  be  executed,  and  endured. 
Here  is  a  bar  that  neither  men  nor  angels  can  draw 
and  take  out  of  the  way,  in  order  to  our  approach 
unto  God.  2.  The  bar  of  God's  injured  perfedi- 
ons,  particularly  God's  infinite  holimfs^  which  ftands 
up  for  the  defence  of  the  precept  of  the  law,  info- 
ixiuch  that  none  can  approach  to  a  holy  God,  unlcfs 
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his  holinefs  be  vindicated  by  a  perfedt  obedience. 
Again,  God's  infinite  jufiice^  which  ftands  up  for 
the  penalty  or  threatening  of  the  law,  infomuch  that 
none  can  approach  to  a  juft  God,  unlefs  his  juftice 
be  fatisfied  by  a  compleat  facrifice.  Now,  as  our 
natural  want  of  conformity  to  the  lawj  makes  the 
holinefs  of  God  ftand  in  the  way  of  our  approach 
to  him  \  fo  our  natural  want  of  ability  to  give  fa- 
lasfadtion,  makes  the  juftice  of  God  to  be  a  bar 
^gainfl:  our  approach.  O  who  will  draw  this  bar  of 
God*s  injured  perfedtions!  3.  The  bar  of  natural 
enmity  and  fin  on  our  part,  Ifa.  lix.  2.  Tour  iniqui^ 
ties  tm)e  feparated  betwixt  you  and  your  Gody  fo  as 
we  cannpt  approach  to  him.  We  are  enemies  to 
God  by  wicked  works :  This  is  a  bar  that  cannot  be 
broken,  but  by  an  Almighty  arm.  Thus  I  fay, 
all  mankind  was  barred  out  from  the  prefence  of 
God,  there  was  no  approaching  to  him,  idly,  I 
premife.  That  the  work  of  him  who  (hall  ap- 
proach to  God,  in  our  ftcad,  and  as  our  reprefen- 
tative,  muft  include  the  breaking  of  thefe  bars. 
He  that  will  engage  to  approach  unto  God  as  oui* 
head  to  brinjg  us  back  to  God,  muft:  engage  to 
break  thofc  bars ;  and  fo,  i.  To  break  the  bar  of 
a  violated  covenant  of  works.  And  accordingly, 
Chrifl:  comes,  and  by  his  obedience  to  the  death, 
he  magnifies  the  law  and  makes  it  honourable : 
The  precept  of  the  law  that  we  had  broken,  he 
muft  fulfil,  by  obeying  perfeftly.  The  promife  of 
eternal  life  which  we  had  forfeited,  we  muft  reco- 
ver by  redeeinir.g  the  forfeiture,  bringing  in  ever- 
lafting  rightcoufnefs :  The  thrcatning  and  penalty  of 
eternal  death  he  muft  endure,  or  the  equivalent,  by 
coming  under  the  curfe  of  the  law.  2.  To  break 
the  bar  of  God's  injured  perfections,  by  vindicating 
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the  holinefs  of  God,  and  (ktisfying  the  juftice  of 
God»  that  fo  thefc  and  the  like  injured  attributes  of 
the  divine  M.jefly  may  not  ftand  in  the  way  :  fori 
vrhile  they  do,  there  is  no  approaching  unto  God, 
3.  To  break  the  bar  of  man's  natural  enmity 
againft  God,  otherwife  he  that  engages  himfelf  to 
approach  unto  God,  cannot  bring  us  to  God  with 
him. 

Thefe  things  being  premifed,  we  may  the  more 
eafily  fee  what  is  the  work  that  the  Lord  Jefus  en- 
gaged his  heart  unto,  in  approaching  unto  God: 
He  comes  to  God  in  our  ftead,  who  could  not  ap- 
proach in  our  own  perfons  :  It  is  below  Ihe  majefty 
of  a  great  king  to  treat  and  tranfadt  immediately 
with  a  guilty  rebel  and  traitor ;  and  fo  it  is  below 
the  majefty  of  the  great  God,  to  tranfad  immediate-  ' 
ly  with  wretched  finners  :  And  who  then  will  ; 
approach?  Therefore  he  tranfadls  immediately 
with  Chrift,  a  perfon  of  equal  dignity  with  him- 
felf as  to  his  divine  nature,  and  a  perfon  able 
to  break  all  thefe  bars,  and  fo  make  an  open  door 
for  himfelf  as  Redeemer,  and  then  for  all  the  re- 
deemed at  his  back,  to  approach  unto  God  as  their 
eternal  reft  and  happinefs :  And  all  this  he  does,  by 
fulfilling  the  broken  law ;  for  he  came  to  fulfil]  all 
righteoufncfs  by  fatisfying  God's  injured  perfec- 
tions, infomuch  that  God  is  well  pleafed  for  his 
righteoufncfs  fake,  and  by  deftroying  man's  natu- 
ral enmity,  infomuch  that  they  are  reconciled  to 
God  by  the  death  of  his  Son. 

But,  more  particularly,  I  would  ftiow  here,  (!•) 
What  engagements  Chrift  came  under.  (2,)  What 
approach  did  he  make  to  God  under  thefe  engage- 
ments. (3.)  Under  what  confiderations  are  we  to 
view  the  God  to  whom  he  engages  to  approach. 

(4.)  In 
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(4.)  In  what  ftatioQ  did  he  engage  to  approach  unto 
God.  Fir/i^  What  engagements  did  Chrift  come 
under,  when  he  engaged  himfelf  to  approach  unto 
this  God  ?  He  came  nnder  engagements  about  the 
whole  work  of  our  redemption.  And,  ifi^  He 
engaged  to  put  himfelf  in  xh^form  of  afervant^  by 
taking  on  him  our  nature,  and  taking  our  place 
in  law^  that  fo  the  law  might  reach  him  in  the 
flcad  of  the  guilty  (inner  ^  otherwife  the  law-curfe 
due  to  us  could  never  have  reached  him.  Now,  td 
this  engagement  belong  feveral  things,  which  I 
fliali  fliordy  deliver  in  fo  many  fcriptural  expref- 
iions.  He  engaged  to  be  made  of  a  woman^  made 
under  the  Jaw,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the 
law.  ^He  engaged,  even  be  who  Anew  no  Jin^  to  he 
made  Jin  for  w,  that  we  might  be  made  the  right eouf* 
nefs  of  God  in  him.  And  thus,  2dly^  He  engaged  to 
fatisfy,  not  only  the  law,  in  all  its  commands  and 
demands,  but  alfo  all  the  injured  attributes  of  the 
Divine  Majefty  by  bringing  in  everlafting  righte- 
GUfnefs :  He  engaged  to  give  himfelf  a  facrifice^  and 
to  give  his  foul  an  offering  for  Jin^  and  to  give  his  life 
a  ranfom  for  many:  He  engaged  to  make  peace  by  the 
bhad  of  his  crofs,  and  fo  to  repair  the  breach  betwixt 
God  and  man,  making  way  by  his  blooJ  to  the  ho- 
ly of  holies,  that  we  might  have  boldnefs  to  enter 
into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  by  a  new  and 
living  way^  confecrate  to  us  through  the  vail,  that  is  to 
fay  hisjiejfh,  that  we  might  come  again  to  God  with 
fuU  ajjurance  of  faith.  And  in  order  to  this,  ^^ly^ 
Hp  engaged  to  redeem  by  power  as  well  as  by  price, 
and  make  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  power ; 
and  that  having  bruifed  the  head  of  the  fcrpent, 
and  deftroyed  the  works  of  the  devil,  h^JIjould  bring 
forth  bis  prifoners  out  of  the  pit  wherein  there  was  no, 
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water ;  he  engaged  to  lead  captivity  captive^  to  take 
the  prey  from  the  mighty y   that  the  lawful  captive 
might  be  delivered y  Ifa.  xHx.  24,  25.  and  fo  to  rc- 
flore  the  loft  image  of  God  upon  man,  and  to 
make  them  partakers  of  the  divine  nature.     And 
thus  \thlyy   He  engaged  not  only  to  deftroy  fin 
and  condemn  it  in  the  flefh,  becaufe  it  tended  to 
deftroy  God's  law,  to  darken  his  glory,    and  to 
ilrike  at  his  being,  as  well  as  to  ruin  the  (inner  \ 
but  alfo  to  dejiroy  deaths  and  bring  life  and  im- 
mortality   to   light  :    He  engaged    to    come^    that 
ive  might  have  life^    and  that  we  might  have  it 
more  abundantly  :    And   in    all   thefe   Chrift    be- 
comes engaged  to  the  Father  for  our  debt,  for  our 
duty,  and  for  our  fafety.     And  as  he  became  en- 
gaged to  God  for  us,  fo  he  became  engaged  to  us 
for  God  J  that  having  engaged  to  God  for  our  debt, 
we  fhould  be  juftified ;  having  engaged  for  our  du- 
ty, '  we  fliould  be  faniflified ;   and  that  having  en- 
gaged for  our  fafety,  we  (hould  be  glorified,  and 
fefely  brought  to  heaven',  to  be  for  ever  with  the 
Lord.   I.  He  engaged  for  our  debt,  that  it  (hould 
be  paid  every  farthing,  to  the  uttermoft  that  the  in- 
finite holinels  of  God  could  command  in  the  pre- 
cept of  the  law,  and  to  the  uttermoft  that  the  in- 
finite juftice  of  God  could  demand  in  the  threat- 
ning  of  the  law  3   and  fo  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the 
uttermoft,  becaufe  he  ever  lives  to  make  interceflion 
upon  the  ground  of  that  compleat  payment  that  he 
made  by  his  obedience  unto  death.    And  here  ftands 
the  ground  of  our  juftification  before  God ;    this 
ground  he  engaged  to  God  for  us  to  lay  down,  and 
upon  this  ground  he  engages  to  us,  that  we  (hall  be 
juftified,  faying,  I  will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighte^ 
oufiwfs^  their  fins  and  iniquities  will  I  remember  n6 
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more.  2,  He  engaged  riot  only  for  opr  debt, ,  but 
for  our  duty  :  having  engaged  to  God  to  make  a 
%purchare  of  all  grace  and  holinefs  for  us,  he  engaget 
in  his  promife  to  us,  fo  give  us  the  new  heart  and 
the  new  Spirit^  to  make  us  know  the  Lordy  and  to 
put  his  Jpirit  within  usy  and  caufe  us  to  walk  in  bit 
fiatutes ;  to  put  his  fear  in  our  hearts^  that  we  Jhall 
not  depart  from  him ',  and  confequently  that  we  fhall 
not  fin  the  fin  unto  death,  nor  live  and  die  under 
the  power,  of  fin  ;  and  that  /in  Jhall  not  have  a  find 
dominion  over  us  \  but  that  the  law  of  the  fpirit  ef 
life  in  Chriji  Jefus  Jloall  jree  us' from  the  law  of  fn 
and  death.  And  in  confequcnce  of  thefe,  two  en- 
gagements for  debt  and  for  duty,  3.  He  alfo  engages 
for  our  fafety,  faying  to  the  Father,  /  give  them 
eternal  life^  and  they  Jl^all  never  perijhj,  neither  fhall 
any  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand,  John  x.  28.  He  en- 
gages to  the  Father,  that  of  all  that  he  hath  given 
bim^  bejloalllofe  nothing y  but  Jhall  raije  it  up  again  at 
the  l(^  day  \  and  that  thty  Jt^ll  all  be  with  him  where 
be  isy  to  behold  his  glory.  And  hence  iflue  all  the 
promifes  wherein  alio  he  engages  to  us  for  God,  fuch 
as,  that  be  will  fave  us  from  faUi7ig,  and  prefent  us 
fault lefs  before  tl:>€  prefence  of  bis  glory  with  exceeding 
joy ;  and  that  though  we  may  be  fomctimes  carried 
captive  of  our  enemies  by  conftraint,  yet  that  we 
fhall  overcome  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  fit 
with  him  on  his  throne^  even  as  he  overcame y  and  is 
fit  down  with  his  Father  on  his  throne  :  And  that 
no  crofs  (hall  come,  but  what  Ihall  be  for  our  ad- 
vantage in  the  end,  whatever  for  the  prefent 
it  feem  to  be  to  our  fcnk  ;  but  that  all  things  Jhall 
work  together  for  our  good  who  love  him,  and  are  the 
called  according  to  his  purpofe. 
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This  leads  to  a  queftion,  Why,  fay  you,  tvho 
may  expcA  a  (hare  of  this  engagement  of  Chrift  ? 
D*.  es  he  engage  in  behalf  of  us  all  ?  I  anfwer,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  concerns  all  that  hear  me,  that  he 
engaged  in  behalf  of  all  that  were  given  him  of  the 
Father  5  and  that  none  of  all  that  hear  this  gofpd 
may  look  upon  themfelves  as  fhut  out,  he  expreflet 
It  thus,  John  vi.  ^7*-  M  that  the  Father  bath  givek 
me  Jhall  come  to  me^  and  him  that  comet b  to  me,  I  mil 
in  no  wife  caji  out.  And  confequently  he  engages 
in  behalf  of  all  that  (hall  not  exclude  themfelves 
from  the  benefit  of  this  glorious  engagement  by 
their  final  unbelief,  in  rejeding  this  Chrift,  and  re« 
fufing  to  be  faved  on  thefe  terms,  which  Chrift  en^ 
gaged  to  fulfil.  And  fo  the  door  is  open  to  you  all, 
to  put  in  for  a  full  ftiare  of  all  that  Chrift  hath  en* 
gaged  to  do  %  efpecially  if  you  think  that  your  own 
pcrfonal  bonds  and  engagements,  vows,  jpromifes 
and  covenants,  are  not  fo  good  and  fufncient  as 
Chrift's  perfonal  engagement  in  your  ftcad :  Think 
you  foy,  my  friends  ?  O  then,  here  is  a  good  bar- 
gain for  you  ;  you  that  have  no  money  to  pay  your 
debt,  no  grace  to  perform  your  duty,  no  ftrength 
to  fccure  your  fafety,  O  here  is  a  Chrift  engaging  to 
God  for  your  debt,  your  duty  and  your  fafety :  O 
let  your  heart  fay  with  application,  Amen^  it  is  t 
good  bargain  for  me  \  and  if  fo  God  hath  before- 
hand faid  Amen^  fo  let  it  be.  In  a  tvord,  the  fum 
of  Chrift's  engagement  that  he  came  under  in  his 
approach  to  God,  was  to  fulfil  God's  law,  to  vin- 
dicate his  holinefs,  to  fatisfy  his  juftice,  to  bear  his 
wrath  in  our  ftead,  and  to  be  made  (in  for  us,  and 
fo  to  be  made  a  curfc  for  us,  i  Cor.  v.  laft.  GaL  \\\. 
1^.  He  engaged  to  be  made  a  facrifice,  a  rahfom, 
la  propitiation  for  us,  and  to  be  ail  that  the  glory  of 

God*s 


or  furejl  engagement.  335 

God*8  pcrfedlions  in  the  matter  of  our  falvation  re- 
quired. Thus  he  engaged  himfelf  to  approach  to 
God. 

SecmJfyy  What  approach  did  he  make  to  God 
under  thefe  engagements?  In  (hort,  (1.)  it  was 
ft  near  approach,  by  God's  own  allowance  and  ap- 
pointment. See  the  context,  /  ivi/I  caufe  him  to 
draw  near^  and  be  /hall  approach  to  me.  We  be- 
hoved to  have  flood  at  an  infinite  diflance  from  God 
to  all  eternity,  had  not  Chrift  been  allowed  to  come 
near  in  our  flead.  But  behold,  he  ftiade  a  near 
approach  under  the  fhadow  of  lawful  anthority  ; 
his  Father  authorifed  him  therein,  and  caufed  hirn 
to  approach :  God  the  Father  is  the  primary  caufe 
of  our  falvation.  ^bis  commandment^  fays  Chrifl:, 
have  I  received  of  my  Father^  John  x.  15.  It  is  his 
Father's  will  that  he  came  to  do,  Pfai  xl.  8.  And 
how  near  Chrift  approaches  to  God  in  our  ftead^ 
under  this  authority,  allowance,  and  command, 
who  can  tell  among  men  or  angels  ?  For  he  came 
fo  near,  as  to  lay  his  hand  upon  God ;  yea,  to 
take  God  and  all  his  glorious  perfections,  all  his 
feemingly  jarring  attributes  in  his  arms,  as  it  were, 
and  reconcile  them  one  to  another,  and  bind  them 
together  with  the  band  of  infinite  amity  and  har- 
mony to  the  higheft  glory  of  each  of  them,  in 
the  matter  of  our  falvation  :  And  hence,  upon  this 
near  approach,  it  was  faid,  mercy  and  truth  are  met 
together,  right eoufnejs  and  peace  have  kijjed  each  other. 
Therefore,  (2.)  It  was  a  bold  approach  by  God's 
own  afliftance,  as  well  as  near  by  his  allowance. 
This  is  evident  alfo  in  the  text,  /  will  caufe  him  to 
draw  near ;  and  wbo  is  this  that  engaged  his  heart  to 
approach  unto  mef  faith  the  Lord.  It  was  a  bold  and 
cuuragious  approach  indeed  3  but  it  was  by  his  Fa- 
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thcr's  help  and  afliftance.  Ifa.  L  7.  Hbe  Lord  God 
V)ill  help  me^  therefore  Jhall  I  not  be  confounded  i  yea, 
therefore  have  I  Jet  my  face  like  a  flint.  It  was  fucb 
a  bold  adventure,  as  none  could  have  made  but 
himfelf  And  yet,  (3.)  it  was  an  bumble  approach : 
For  tho'  he  was  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thought 
it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  yet  he  bumbled 
bimfelf  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant, 
Philip,  ii.  8.  He  became  his  Father's  humble  fer- 
vant in  the  work  of  our  redemption ;  Behold  tnyfer^ 
vant  whom  I  uphold.  He  ferved  him  in  a  (late  of 
humiliation,  from  the  time  of  his  incarnation  to 
the  time  of  his  exaltation.  He  was  meek  and  low- 
ly, while  he  offered  his  humble  fervice  to  God  fot 
our  fake,  and  his  humble  fervice  to  us  for  God's 
fake,  (looping  down  to  wafh  our  feet,  to  wafli  our 
hearts,  to  wa(h  our  confciences,  to  waCh  our  fouls 
in  his  own  blood,  faying,  If  I  waflo  thee  nct^  thou 
hafl  no  part  in  me.  His  approach  to  God  was  an 
humble  and  reverential  approach,  with  holy  filial 
fear  and  regard  of  his  Father ;  therefore  it  is  (aid, 
Heb.  v.  7.  that  in  the  Jays  of  bis  flcflo^  he  offered  up 
prayers  and  fupplications^  "xith  (Irong  crying  and  tears^ 
to  him  that  was  able  to  farce  him  from  deaths  and  was 
beard  in  that  he  feared.  How  humbly  did  he  cry 
to  his  Father  in  the  garden,  when  he  faid.  Father^ 
if  it  be  thy  ivill,  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me ;  nevertb^ 
lefs  not  my  will^  but  thine  be  done :  Now  is  my  foul 
troubled,  and  what  fl:all  I  fay?  Father,  fave  me  from 
this  hour ;  but  for  this  caufe  came  I  to  this  hour ; 
Father,  glorify  thy  name.  It  was  in  the  faddeft, 
earned,  and  deeped  humility,  that  he  approached 
to  his  Father  in  this  work.  (4.)  It  was  a  folemn 
approach.  Who  is  this  that  engaged  his  heart  to 
approach  to  me?    It  is  I,  fays  Chrid ;  and  he  fays« 
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it  with  a  folcmnity,  Lo  I  come^  Pfal  xl.  j.  Lo  \ 
cx)pie,  in  the  volume  of  thy  book  it  is  written  of 
mcj  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God.  Lo 
I  CorXit ;  as  if  he  had  faid,  let  heaven  and  earth  be 
witnefles  to  this  approach  of  mine ;  let  God  and 
all  the  creatures  of  God  atteft  it ;  for  I  am  not 
afhamed  of  this  work  which  the  Father  hath  given 
me  to  do.  Lo  I  come.  Other  charaAers  of  this 
approach  may  fall  in  upon  the  next  general  head  ; 
Therefore  I  eo  to  the  next  particular  here  premifed, 
which  will  alfo  further  illuflrate  the  nature  of  this 
approach. 

Thirdfy^  Under  what  confideration  are  we  to  view 
the  God  to  whom  he  approached  ?  IVbo  is  this  that 
engaged  his  heart  to  approach  unto  ME  ?  What  ME  ? 
Ic  is  to  me,  fays  Jehovah.  And  here  we  would 
confider  the  God  to  whom  he  approached  in  our 
ftead,  in  thefe  following  refpedts.  (i«)  He  engaged 
to  approach  unto  God  as  an  abfolute  God*  ChriH: 
the  fecond  peribn  of  the  adorable  Trinity  perfonally 
confidered,  engaged  in  our  name  to  approach  to 
God,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghoft  ejfentially  con- 
fidered, to  approach  to  the  throne  of  infinite  ma- 
jefty.  We  have  to  do  with  a  God  in  Chrift,  in 
all  our  approaches;  and  may  not  approach  to  a 
God  out  of  Chrift,  other  wife  we  would  be  con- 
founded: But  Chrifl  had  to  do  with  a  God  by 
himfelf.  Chrift  is  mediator  )3etwixt  God  and  man, 
but  there  was  no  mediator  betwixt  God  and  Chrift : 
Chfifl:  muft  approach,  as  well  as  he  could,  to 
God  himfelf  immediately,  that  we  thro'  his  me- 
diation might  have  accefs  to  God.  *  It  was  a  faying 
of  Luther  s^  Nolo  Deum  ahfolutum^  Lord  deliver  me 
from  an  abfolute  God,  a  God  out  of  Chrift  ;  for  as 
he  is  terrible  to  iinners,  fo,  in  himfelf  confidered,  he 
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dwells  in  light  to  which  no  man  can  approach^  1  Tim, 
vi.  i6.     But  this  inacceflible  being  is  the  God  to 
whom  Chrift  did  approach,     (2.)  He  engaged  to 
approach  unto  God  as  a  commanding  God,  command- 
ing perfedl  obedience  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
covenant  of  works,  commanding  perfedt  obedience 
in  man's  own  perfon  as  the  condition  of  life  :  And 
now,  feeing,  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  a  change 
of  perfons  is  allowed,  but  no  change  of  the  terms 
or  conditions,  but  that  our  holy  God  will  ftill  be 
a  commanding  God,  Chrift   accepts  of  the  terms, 
and  engages  to  ful61  the  condition  of  life^  be  the 
command  what  it  will.     Lo^  I  €ome  to  do  thy  will. 
Father,  what  is  thy  command  ?  I  come  to  thee  as 
a   commanding   God,    a    law-giver,    to  obey  thy 
law  ;  yea,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart  5  or,  as  it  is 
in  the   Hebrew^    it  is  /;/  the  midjl  of  vty  bowels. 
None  that  had  any  blemifh  was  to  approach  or 
come  near  unto  God,  Lev.  xxi.  21.     If  there  had 
been  any  blcmiQi  in  the  perfon  or  rightcoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  he  could  not  have  approached  to  an  infi- 
nitely holy  and  commanding  God ;  and  his  com- 
ing to   God   under    this  condderaiion,  is  juft  his 
coming  under  the  law,  or  under  the  command   ia 
our  ftead,     (3.)  He  engaged  to  approach  unto  God 
as  a  tbreatnirig  God^  threatning  death   and    wratl^ 
to  the  tranfgreffors   of  his  command,  and  faying « 
as  Lev.  x.  3.    /  will  be  fanSlified  by  all  that  ap-^ 
proach  or  come  nigh  unto  me  \    I  will   either   b^ 
fanftified  by  them,  or  fanftified  upon  them  :  Anc:^ 
thus  he  had  God  to  deal  with,  not  only  as  a  com-— 
mander  and  law-giver  requiring  obedience,  but  a^ 
a  judge   requiring    fatisfadtion   when   the   law  x&s^ 
broken.    He  approaches  to  God,  not  only  as  God  oW- 
infinite  holinefs,  whofe  command  muft  be  obeyed  g^ 
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but  as  God  of  infinite  juftice,  whofc  thrcatning  muft 
be  executed :  And  tlierefore,  he   coming  to   God 
in  the  ftcad  of  thcfe  that  had  broken  the  command, 
and  incurred  the  threatning,  it  niuft  follow,  that, 
(4.)  He  engaged  to  approach  to  God  as  an  angry 
God^  an  offended  deity\  and  an  avenger  of  blood  : 
The  Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  ally  and  under 
this  load  of  fin  and  guilt  he  approaches  to  the  God, 
that  was  to  take  vengeance  upon  fin  in  his  perfon, 
and  all  the  vengeance  that  fin  deferved  :  He  engag- 
ed to  approach  to  God,  as  a  difpleafcd  and  incenfed 
God,  that  he  might  pleafe  him  by  his  obedience, 
and  pacify  him  by  his  fatisfadion.     He  engaged  to 
approach  to  that  God,  who  is   a  confuming  fire  to 
finners ;  and,  taking  their  fins  along  with  him,  he 
goes  into  the  very  inidft  of  that  devouring  fire,  which 
would  have  devoured  and  deftroyed  the  finner  him- 
felf  eternally,  that  he  might   quench  the  flame  of 
that  fire  with  his  blood,  tho'  he  was  burnt  to  death 
in  the  caufe,  that  we  might  not  burn   for  ever  in 
hell.     What  is  Jiell  but  the  fire  of  God's  wrath  ? 
It  is  juft  God  himfelf  as  a  confuming  fire,  that  is 
the  hell  of  hell.     It  was  the  lamentable  moan  of  a 
man   upon  his  death-bed  once,  We  have  fome  in 
this  life  that  ivill  go  to  a  quire  for  us,  fome  that  ivill 
fay  mafsfor  us,  fome  that  'u:ill  ph'U)  for  us,  a7id  feme 
that  ijoill  pray  for  us ;  but  0  where  is  there  one  that 
v:i II  go  to  hell  for  us !  But  behold,  here  is  one  that 
engaged   his  heart  to   approach   to  God  as  a  con- 
fuming fire,  and  fo   to  go  to  hell,  and  quench  the 
fire  of  it  for  us  5  yea,  and  to  drink  off  the  cup  of 
God's  red-hot  boiling  vengeance  to  the  bottom.  For 
he  engaged  to  approach  to  God  as  a  God  of  terrible 
xnajefty,  being  content  that  infinite  juftice  (hould 
ad:  upon  him  a  tragedy  of  blood  and  wounds,  that 
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our  falvatlon  might  be  obtained  without  any  de** 
triment  to  divine  juftice,  and  to  the  higheft  glory  6f 
all  the  other  divine  perfeQions.  When  Chrift  ap- 
proached to  God  as  an  abfolute  God,  he  came  near, 
as  it  were»  to  the  feat  of  his  majefty,  to  prefent 
himfelf  in  our  ftead ;  v^hen  he  approached  to  God 
as  a  ccmmanding  God,  he  came  near,  as  it  were,  to 
the  throne  of  his  holinefs,  and  there  he  was  an 
obedient  fubjeft  in  our  flead  ;  when  he  approached 
to  God  as  a  tbrcatning  God,  then  he  came  near, 
as  it  were,  to  his  bench  of  judgment,  and  there  he 
was  a  condemned  pannel  at  the  bar  in  our  flead  > 
and  when  he  approached  to  God  as  an  angry  and 
offended  God,  then  he  came  near,  as  it  were,  to  the 
tribunal  of  juftice,  the  fiery  tribunal  of  his  indig* 
nation,  and  there  the  fentence  was  executed  upon 
him,  while  he  gave  himfelf  to  incenfed  juftice  in 
our  ftcad.  Now,  Chrift .  having  thus  approached 
to  God  according  to  his  engagement,  the  God  to 
whom  he  approached  is  fo  well  pleafed  with  this 
approach  of  his,  that  now,  by  an  z&.  paffed  at  the 
fame  tribunal  of  juftice  where  he  was  folemnly  con- 
demned to  death  in  our  room  and  ftead,  he  is  as 
folemnly  juftificd  and  abfolved  in  our  ftead ;  there- 
fore he  is  faid  to  be  jujiijied  in  the  Jpirit,  i  Tim. 
iii.  1 6.  and  Chrift  himfelf  fays,  £&  is  near  that  juf- 
tifics  me,  Ifa.  1.  8.  And  therefore  the  Lord  is  well 
pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs-fake :  And  when  the 
fpirit  of  Chrift  convinces  of  righteoufnefs,  he  will 
demonftrate  this  from  that  argument,  that  Chrifl 
hath  gone  to  his  Father,  ^obn  xvi.  lo.  And  now 
the  approach  that  he  makes  to  God,  is  to  a  God 
whom  he  hath  pleafed  and  pacified  in  our  behalf^ 
whofe  majefty  ne  hath  allayed,  whofe  command 
he  hath  fiilfilled,  whofe   tfaireatoing  he  hath  fuf- 
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tamed,  and  whofe  wrath  he  hath  endured,  and 
for  whofe  loving-kindnefs  he  hath  made  a  vent ; 
and  accordingly  it  is  vented  by  an  audible  voice 
from  heaven,  faying,  7i&/j  u  my  beloved  Son  in  whom 
I  am  well  pleafed.  Whatever  approach  now  it  is 
that  Chrift  makes  unto  God,  as  an  advocate  at  the 
Father's  right-hand,  it  is  in  the  virtue  and  value  of 
that  engaged  approach  that  I  have  mentioned  ;  and 
fo  it  is  now  to  a  God  whom  he  hath  pleafed  and 
pacified  :  And  whatever  approach  we  make  to  God 
m  himi  it  is  to  a  God  reconciled  in  him^  Rom. 
V.  10.  Thus  you  fee  under  what  confiderations  we 
are  to  view  the  God  to  whom  Chrift  did  engage  to 
approach,     jind  who  is  ibis^  &c. 

Fourthly^  In  what  ftation  did  he  engage  to  ap- 
proach unto  God  ?  i.  He  engaged  to  approach  unto 
God  in  the  ftation  of  ^furety  j  therefore  he  is  cal- 
led tbcfurety  of  the  better  tejiament :  A  furcty  fur 
God  to  us,  that  all  that  he  hath  promifed  in  his 
word  (hall  be  made  good ;  for  in  bim  are  all  the 
promifes  Tea  and  Amen^  and  he  is  engaged  to  fee 
them  accompliflied :  Alfp  as  a  furety  for  us  to  God, 
having  given  his  hand  to  his  Father,  that  all  our 
debt  ftiould  be  paid.  Chrift  fays  to  his  Father,  in 
a  manner,  as  Faul  faid  to  Pbilemon  concerning  One^ 
Jimus^  Philem.  18,  19.  If  be  batb  wronged  thee, 
or  oweth  tbee  ought ^  put  that  on  mine  account  5  /  Paul 
bave  written  it  with  mine  own  band,  I  will  repay  if. 
So  fays  Chrift,  fince  thefe  poor  finners  have  wrong- 
ed thee,  O  Father,  by  their  fin,  and  owe  thee  an 
infinite  fum,  a  debt  of  obedience  and  fatisfadion, 
put  it  on  mine  account  -,  I  Jefus  have  written  it  with 
mine  own  hand,  I  will  repay  it :  I  give  my  bond 
for  it,  fubfcribed  with  my  own  hand  j  Lo  I  come  to 
do  it,  in  the  volume  of  thy  book  it  is  written  of  me. 

Z  3  fccA 


34^  •  ^te  bejl  bond^ 

And  indeed  he  is'  a  furety  that  gets  all  the  debt  to 
pay,  and  all  the  duty  to  perform  for  the  debtor 
and  bankrupt.  2.  He  engaged  to  approach  to  God 
in  the  ftation  of  a  mediator ^  tliercfore  called  the  me^ 
diator  of  the  new  covenant ;  He  is  fent  of  God  to 
negotiate  a  peace  betwixt  God  and  man ;  and  ac- 
cordingly he  is  our  peace^  and  travels  betwixt  the 
parties  in  order  to  their  reconciliation.  He  is  a 
repairer  of  breaches^  and  a  rejlorer  of  that  which  he 
took  not  aivay^  Pfal.  Ixix.  4.  For,  as  mediator,  he 
reftores  that  glory  to  God,  which  he  took  not  away; 
that  obedience  to  the  law  which  he  took  not  away  ; 
that  holinefs  to  man  which  he  took  not  away  ;  that 
beauty  and  order  to  the  world  which  he  took  not 
away  ;  that  agreement  and  concord  betwixt  heaven 
and  earth,  betwixt  man  and. man,  which  betook 
not  away.  3.  He  engaged  himfelf  to  approach  un- 
to God  in  the  flat  ion  of  an  Ambajfador^  to  fervc 
him  in  that  ftation  ;  and  hence  he  is  fo  often  called 
thtfent  of  God.  Chrift  magnifies  his  office  as  being 
the  fent  of  God,  John  iv.  34.  My  meat  is  to  do  the 
nvill  of  him  that  fent  me,  and  to  finijh  his  work.  John 
v.  30.  I  fcek  not  mine  own  willy  but  the  will  of  the 
Father  which  hath  fent  me.  Chrift  magnifies  the 
faith  that  believes  on  him  as  the  fent  of  God  ;  TA/i 
is  the  work  of  God^  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  be 
bath  fent.  Yea,  I  have  obferved,  that  Chrift  is 
fpokcn  of,  as  the  fent  of  God,  betwixt  forty  and 
fifty  times  in  that  one  Gofpel  according  to  John :  He 
is  fent  as  the  Father's  ambaflador,  with  the  Father's 
feal  appended  to  his  commiflion;  Him  bath  God 
the  Father  fealcd.  4.  He  engaged  to  approach  to 
God  in  the  ftation  of  a  mean  fervant;  for  he  made 
Wmfclf  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the 
form  of  a  fervant ;  yet  a  faithful  i^vw^iXit  faithful  in  all 
bis  houfe  5   a  fervant  according  to  God's  heart,  and 
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^%  righteous  as  God  would  have  him  to  be.  By 
bis  knowledge  Jhall  niy  righteous  feroant  jujlify  many. 
A  fervant  whom  God  glories  in ;  behold  my  Jervant^ 
&c.  I  might  here  (how  you  how  he  engaged  to  ap- 
proach unto  God  in  the  ftation  of  a  prophet,  prieft, 
and  king ;  a  witnefs,  leader,  and  commander,  IJa. 
Iv,  4.  But  what  I  have  faid,  is  fufficient  to  give  us 
fome  view  of  the  nature  of  the  work  he  engaged 
himfelf  to,  in  approaching  to  God.  Therefore 
I  come  to  / 

The  third  general  head  propofed,  which  was, 
to  fpeak  of  the  Angularity  of  the  faft,  intimated  in 
the  cxpreffion,  Who  is  this  that  engaged  his  heart  to 
approach  unto  me  ?  Now,  that  this  was  a  fingular 
engagement,  will  appear  both  from  the  matter  and 
the  manner.  JP/Vy?,  Confider  the  matter  of  this  en- 
gagement, and  we  will  fee  the  fingularity  of  it,  if  we 
obfervc  the  myfteries  that  lie  in  the  bofom  of  this 
engagement  -,  particularly  thefe  fix.  i/?  Myftery  in 
this  engagement  is,  that  herein  we  may  fee  the  glory 
of  the  eternal  God  vailed  with  flefh,  and  dwel- 
ling in  a  tabernacle  p(  clay;  Without  controverfy 
great  is  the  myftery  of  godlinefs^  God  manifefled  in 
the  jleft^.  To  fee  the  fun  in  the  firmament  convert- 
ed to  a  clod  of  duft,  or  the  higheft  feraph  in  hea- 
ven to  a  crawling  worm,  had  been  but  a  fmall 
matter  if  compared  with  this,  heaven  and  earth, 
time  and  eternity,  finite  and  infinite  together  in  one 
pprfon :  Here  is  the  ancient  of  days  becoming  a 
young  child,  Tb  us  a  child  is  born:  Here  is  the 
everlafting  fountain  of  joy  becoming  a  man  of  for-- 
rows  and  acquainted  with  grief:  Here  is  the  great- 
eft  beauty  of  heaven  and  earth  with  his  vifage 
marred  more  than  any  man^  and  his  form  than  the 
fins  of  men:  Here  is  the  creator  of  the  world,  to 
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whom  the  earth  and  its  fulncfs  belong,  yet  deftU 
tute  of  houfc  and  hold  :  He  foxes  have  boles,  and 
tbf  birds  of  the  air  mjls,  &c-  2^  Myftery  wrapt  up 
in  this  engagement,  is,  that  here  we  may  fee  the 
glorious  lawgiver,  whofe  will  is  a  law  to  men  and 
angels,  fubjeaing  himfelf  to  his  own  law,  and  tha( 
ip  the  ftead  of  rebels,  that  hfith  violated  his  law, 
apd  contemned  his  authority  ;  for  be  nvasmade  of  a 
woman^  made  under  tie  law,  to  redeem  them  that 
nvere  under  the  law.  ^d  Myftery  here  to  be  fccn  is, 
that  which  might  make  us  fall  afwpon  with  wont 
der  and  amazement,  that  the  blefied  God  fliQuld 
in  a  manner  become  a  carfed  fiqner,  that  curfed 
finners  might  be  blefled  in  him :  Behold  the  cvef 
blclTed  God  becoming  a  curfe,  Gal.  iii.  13.  An4 
to  be  made  a  curfe,  is  a  ftronger  word  yct  thaa 
curfed.  Behold  the  ever  holy  God  becoming  fin, 
2  Cor.  v.  la/l ',  and  to  be  made  fin,  is  a  ftronger 
word  yet,  than  to  be  a  finner.  He  became  a  un^ 
rer  by  imputation,  even  he  who  knew  no  fin,  that 
we  might  be  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him.  He 
put  his  name  in  our  blood,  and  wrote  down  him-s 
fcif  the  finner,  that  our  names  might  be  put  in  his 
bond,  and  we  might  be  righteous  through  his  righr 
reoufnefs.  Byt  for  the  blefled  God  to  becop)e  a 
curfe^  and  the  holy  God  to  become^/i,  is  more  than 
if  all  the  angels  in  heaven  (hou^d  become  devils. 
Is  there  not  fomewh^t  finguUr  here  ?  i^tb  Myftery 
wrapt  up  in  this  engagement,  is,  that  here  we  fee 
the  creditor  becoming  furety  for  the  debtor,  ai^d 
paying  the  debt  that  was  owing  to  himfelf.  The 
eternal  Son  of  God  was  as  much  injured  bj  our 
fin  s^s  the  Father  was,  and  yet  he  engaged  to  come 
and  fatisf^  his  own  juftice.  ^tb  Myftery  here  |nT 
volvcd,   is,  in   this  engagement  we  may  fee  the 
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Judge  of  all  the  earth  brought  under  condemna- 
tion; condemned  by  bis  own  Father,  whom  h« 
never  ofiended ;  condemned  by  the  law,  which  he 
qever  broke  ;  condemned  by  iinners  whom  he 
came  to  £ive  from  condemnation  ;  condemned  tQ 
death,  tho'  he  be  the  trord  of  life,  and  hath  the 
ken  of  h^U  4nd  death  in  bis  hand,  and  at  his  girdle, 
tti  Myitery  to  be  feen  in  this  engagement,  is,  that 
here  we  may  obfi;rYe  juftice  raging  againft  the  in-f 
pocent,  and  abfolving  the  guilty,  and  yet  without 
any  iniquity  or  injuftice :  a  God  of  love,  and  a  com-p 
psmionate  Father,  forgetting  as  it  were,  his  bowels 
tpwards  his  only  Son,  and  taking  pleafure  in  his 
death ;  ^tnr  it  ple^fed  the  l^rd  to  bruife  bim  i  and 
vpt  receiving  thefe  into  his  arms  and  bofom,  who 
bad  violated  his  law,  and  contenmed  his  authority, 
aqd  grieved  his  fpirit.  And  by  this  means,  here 
we  fee  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  fulfilled  in  thefe 
that  had  brokep  the  law,  and  never  obeyed  one  of 
its  precepts*  Here  we  may  fee  the  poor  guilty  fin- 
ner,  that  fiands  condemned  by  the  law,  condemned 
by  juftice,  condemned  by  confcience,  yet  put  in 
cafe  to  challenge  the  whole  world  to  lay  any  thing 
tq  l)is  charge,  Rom.  viii.  33.  By  this  means  alfo 
we  fee  the  debt  paid  and  yet  pardoned,  the  guilt 
of  the  finner  puni(hed  and  yet  forgiven.  In  a  word, 
there  wa$  this  fingular  in  it,  that  he  engaged  to 
h(\t\g  the  greateft  good  put  of  the  greateft  evil.  Sin 
is  the  greatei^  of  all  evils,  and  that  whereby,  of 
any  thing  in  all  the  world,  God  is  mod  diftio- 
noured  5  and  yet  there  is  nothing  by  which  God 
brings  greater  glory  to  himfelf  than  by  the  fall 
of  man  :  Upon  thefe  ruins  mercy  Jhall  be  built  up 
Jor  ever,  fays  God  :  and  mercy  magnified  to  the 
higheft  in  a  way  wherein  juftice  is  fati$fied  to  the 
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utmoft :  Sin  being  condemned  by  a  facrifice,  li/e 
bought  by  a  death,  and  the  gates  of  heaven  opened 
by  a  crofs.  The  myfteries  contained  in  this  en- 
gagement fliew  it  to  be  fingular:  And  thus  the 
matter  of  the  engagement  diibovcrs  the  fingularity 
of  the  fadt. 

2.  Confider  the  manner  of  it,  and  here  the  fin- 
gularity thereof  will  further  appear :   How  did  he 
engage  ?     (i.)  He  engaged  alone  ^  there  was  none 
that  -would  or  could  engage  to  do  this,    but  he. 
Jfa.  Ixiii.  3.     /  ha'De  trod  the  wine-prefs  ALONE^ 
and  of  the  people  there  was  none  with  me ;  among  all 
the  creatures  of  God,  there  was  none  to  take  part 
with  him  in  treading  the  wine-prefs  of  the  Father's 
wrath.     He  faw  that  there  was  no  man^  and  won-- 
dred  that  there  was  no  inter ccjfor ;  therefore  bis  own 
arm  brought  fahation,  and  his  righteoufnefs  it  fuf- 
tained  him^   Ifa.  lix.   16.     (2.)  He  engaged  fully ^ 
to  do  all,   to  fiifFer  all,    to  purchafe  all,   to  apply 
all,  and  to  be  all  in  all;   he  engaged  not  only  to 
do,  but  to  fiiffcr,   i  Pet.  ill.  18.     Chrift  hath  once 
fuffered  for  fin,   the  juft  for  the  unjuft,    that  he" 
might  bring  us  to  God ;   not  only  to  fuffer,   but  to 
die,   and  to  die  for  enemies,   rebels,   and  traitors, 
fuch  as  were  given  him  of  the  Father ;   and  not 
only  to  die,  but  to  continue  for  a  time  under  the 
power  of  death,  tho'  he  was  life  itfelf,  and  could 
in  an  inftant  of  time  have  rifen  up  from  the  grave 
that  he  was  laid  into.     (3.)  He  en  gaged  j^^^/)^ ;  his 
Father's  caufing  him  to  approach,   did  not  hinder 
the  freedom  of  his  engagement  ^   for,  as  God,  be 
and  his  Father  are  one^   and  have   but  one   divine 
will  ;   and,   as  man,  his  will  is  fweetly  fubjeft  to 
the  divine  will.     He  engaged  fo  freely,   that  there 
was  nothing  in  us  that  could  move  him  but  mifery; 
there  was  none  of  us  that  could  defire  him  to  do  it; 
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be  engaged  before  we  had  a  being :  There  was  none 
n  heaven  or  earth  that  could  compel  him  to  it: 
md  there  was  nothing  that  he  had  to  expedt  from 
IS  for  his  pains,  we  could  never  reward  him  for 
lis  work:    And  all  that  we  (hould  do  to  eternity,  is 
jnly,   thro*  his  grace,   to   blefs  him  for  what  he 
iath  done.     (4.)  He  engaged ^r/«/>^,  and  that  both 
in  point   of  conftancy  and  courage.     In  point  of 
:otirage^  he  engaged  in  the  work  couragioufly,  tho* 
lie  had  juftice,  and  wrath,  and  hell,  and  heaven, 
ind  all  againft  him,  yea,  and  poor  man  alfo,  for 
whom  he  engaged  ;  yet  how  couragioufly  did  he  go 
thro'  with  his  work,  fo  firmly,  as  not  to  be  moved 
with  difcouragements  ?  He  went  and  fet  his  face  up 
to  yerufakm^  vihere  he  was  to  be  crucified;   and 
you  fee  wherewith  he  encouraged  himfclf,   PfaL 
xvi.  8.   compared  with  ASis  ii.  25.     Becaufe  the 
Lord   is  at  my  right  band^   I  Jhall  not  be  moved  i 
God's  band  was  upon  the  man  of  bis  right  band^ 
uptm  the  Son  of  man  whom  he  made  ftrong  for,  bim^ 
felfi   and  therefore  the  right  band  of  the  Lord  did 
valiantly^  the  right  hand  of  the  Lord  was  exalted^ 
the  right  band  of  the  Lord  did  valiantly.     He  en- 
gaged firmly  as  in  point  of  courage^  fo  in  point  of 
con/iancy ;   he  never  took  his  word  again,  but  flood 
to  the  bargain  :  Neither  fear  of  the  wrath  of  his  Fa- 
ther, nor  fenfe  of  the  unworthinefs  of  the  finner, 
nor  yet  the  frequent  falls  and  relapfes  of  his  people^ 
could  make  him  alter  3   he  forefaw  all  their  relap- 
fes into  fin,  and  into  the  fame  fins,  yet  could  it 
not  move  him  to  break  the  bargain ;  therefore,  Re^ 
turn  ye  backjliding  children^  I  will  beal  your  backflid^ 
ings,  Jer.  iii.  22.  yea,  1  will  beal  your  backjliding^ 
and  love  you  freely,  Hof  xiv.  4.     Your  inconftancy, 
might  he  fay,  (hall  not  make  me  inconflant  too; 
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he  hates  putting  away,  and  continues  in  his  love- 
(5.)  He  engaged  timeoufiy  and  fpeedily;  he  did  not 
linger,  for  the  matter  could  not  admit  of  a  delay; 
When  our  neck  was  on  the  block,  and  the  ax  of 
divine  judgment  coming  down,  as  it  were,  to  give 
the  fatal  flroke,  he  cries  fpeedily.  Hold,  hold  thy 
band.  What,  might  God  fay,  will  you  conie  and 
be  a  facrifice  in  their  flead  ?  No  fooner  is  the  mo- 
tion made  to  him,  than  prefently  he  was  on  fire 
of  love  to  be  thus  employed  and  fubftituted  in  our 
flead  as  a  facrifice,  Lo  I  come  ;  he  fpeaks  like  one 
ready  to  run.  When  the  plague  was  begun,  Mdfet 
commands  Aaron  to  go  quickly  into  the  congrega- 
tion to  make  an  atonement.  Num.  xvi.  46.  The 
fentence  of  divine  wrath,  which  is  a  terrible  plague, 
was  gone  out ;  and  therefore  Chrift  does  ipeedily 
engage  to  make  the  atonement.  And  fo*  (6.)  He 
engaged  heartily ^  he  engaged  his  heart  to  approach 
unto  God.  This  being  the  main  particular,  with 
refpedt  to  the  manner  of  the  fad,  or  that  branch 
of  the  fingularity  of  it,  exprefly  mentioned  in  the 
text ;  therefore  let  us  efpecially  take  notice  of  this. 
He  engaged  bis  heart  to  approach.  He  engaged  his 
heart,  that  is,  not  only  did  he  engage  for  his  foul^ 
as  fome  underftand  it,  that  his  foul  (hould  be  an 
offering  for  fin,  but  alfo,  he  engaged  bis  heart,  that 
is,  he  engaged  willingly ;  and  fo  it  was  with  the 
greateft  franknefs :  Lo  I  come.  Father ;  thy  wDI 
is  my  will.  He  engaged  his  heart,  that  is,  he 
engaged  cordially,  cheerfully  and  affedlionately ;  / 
delist  to  do  thy  mil,  O  my  God  I  We  never  read 
that  Chriil  had  a  fad  heart  to  quit  for  a  while  that 
joy  and  pleafure  that  he  had  in  heaven  ;  Why,  what 
was  the  matter?  You  fee  it,  Prcfv.  viii.  31.  he  had 
fo  much  pleafure  and  fatisfa(!lion  in  the  work  he 

•  had 
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bad  engaged  in,  that  it  is  (aid.  His  delights  vHtH 
HJDith  the  fons  of  men^  rejoicing  in  the  hdbitable  farts 
of  bis  earthy  even  the  places  where  his  £k:k  patients 
lay.  It  was  not  for  any  pleafure  that  he  took  in 
habitable  places ;  nay,  it  was  not  places,  but  perfons 
in  fuch  and  fuch  a  place :  Some  of  my  lick  pa- 
bents  lie  in  this  corner  of  the  worlds  and  fome  of 
them  in  that  corner  ;  fome  of  them  lie  among  the 
ifleSi  and  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  ;  fome  of 
them  lie  in  yonder  ille  of  Britain^  fome  of  them  ia 
Scotland ;  and,  may  I  not  fay,  ibme  of  them  lie  in 
Fife^  and  fome  of  them  in  Dumfermline  ?  He  re- 
joiced in  the  habitable  places  of  the  earth,  where  he 
had  iick  patients  to  vifit  and  heal ;  his  delights  were 
with  the  fons  of  men :  For  his  heart  was  engaged 
b  his  work;  he  heartily  confented  to  it  from  all 
eternity.  And  though  eternity  cannot  be  divided 
into  parts,  yet,  to  fpeak  after  the  manner  of  our 
conception,  he  fpent  the  reft  of  that  eternity  in  re« 
joicing  in  the  thoughts  of  it. 

But  more  particularly,  that  his  heart  was  engaged, 
will  appear,  if  you  confider,  i.  That  not  only  did 
he  give  his  hearty  confent  from  all  eternity,  but  fo 
foon  as  ever  he  had  created  the  world  by  his  Almighty 
arm,  then  prefently  he  falls  about  this  work  and 
bufinefs :  For  he  was  (lain  from  the  foundation  of 
die  world.  It  is  true,  he  came  not  perfonally  for 
die  fpace  of  about  four  thoufand  years  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  world;  but  though  he  came  not  in 
rar/bn^  yet  he  came  by  Proxy :  The  infinite  wit 
dom  of  God  thought  fit  to  order  matters  fo,  that 
many  a  iacrifice  was  fent  to  be  a  (hadow  of  this  good 
diing  that  was  to  come,  and  many  a  fervant  did  he 
fend  to  afifure  them  that  he  was  a  coming.  2.  When 
the  fulnels  of  time  was  come,  that  he  appeared  oh 
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the  ftage  of  this  earth,    he  (hewed  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  life,  how  much  his  heart  was  engaged 
in   his   mediatorial    work.     When   he  was   yet  a 
child,  and  his  parents  toil  him,  and  found  him  in 
the  temple,  and  began  to  chide  with  him  :  What, 
fays  Chrift,  Luke  ii.  49.  How  was  it  that  ye  fought 
me  ?  wijl ye  not  that  I muji  be  about  my  Fathers  bu^ 
nefs  ?     Never  did  a  hungry  man  delight  more  in 
meat,  than  Chrift  delighted  in  the  work  of  our  re- 
demption:   It  was  his  meat  and  drink  to  do  the 
will  of  him  that  fent  him.     3.  That  his  heart  was 
engaged  in  the  work,  appears  from  his  zeal  againft 
every  thing  that  had  a  tendency  to  hinder  his  going 
on  to  the  hardeft  and  higheft   part  of  his  work. 
What  can  be  more  expreflive  of  a  heart  engaged 
in  the  work,  than  that  pafTage  you  have  ?   Mattb. 
xvi.  23.    There  Peter   began    to   rebuke  Chrift, 
when  he  fpake  of  his  fuffering  ;   Be  it  far  from 
thee^  Lord.     One  would  think,  that  Chrift  would 
have  taken  this  in  good  part,  and  that  it  was  love 
in  Peter  :    But  we  never  read  that  Chrift  took  any 
thing  fo  ill.     He  turned  about  like  a  man  in  the 
greateft  paffion,  and  fays,   Get  thee  behind  me^  So- 
tan :  Never  was  fuch  a  word  heard  from  the  niouth 
of  Chrift,  and  that  fpoken  to  a  faint.     It  is  Peter^% 
voice,  but  the  devil  hath  tuned  it  ?     What  would 
become  of  an  eledl  world,  if  I  fhould  ftop  here? 
Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan.     His  heart  was  en^ged 
to  the  work.     4.  It  appears  from  his  longing  to  pay 
the  debt  which  he  had  engaged  to  pay  :   /  tan)e  a 
baptifm  to  be  baptized  with,  and  how  am  Iflraitmi 
until  it  be  accomplijhed?    He  longed  to  be  plunged 
over  head  and  ears,  as  it  were,  in  the  ocean  of  di- 
vine wrath ;  and  when  it  came  near  to  the  time  of 
his  deaths  it  is  noted^  Luke  xix.  18.  He  went  before 

afcending 
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Icending  up  to  ^Jerufdem^  as  a  child  that  is  going 
ith  his  friends  to  a  place  where  he  deiires  to  be, 
ms  out  before,  as  being  fond  to  be  forward  5  fo 
brift  went  before,  and  all  the  way  he  was  talking 

it  to  them,  as  wc  ufe  to  talk  of  what  we  pant 
ter  :  Yea,  when  it  came  near  to  his  fufFering,  he 
nnot  forbear  telling  his  difciples,  that  mtb  dejire 
defired  to  eat  that  pajji/oery  wherein  he  faw  as  in  a 
afs  how  he  was  to  fufFer.  And  when  Judas  went 
rth  to  betray  him,  he  faid,  fVbat  thou  dojl^  do 
ickly^  John  xiii.  27.  and  when  he  was  gone,  he  re- 
iced,  and  faid,  Now  is  the  Son  of  man  glorified^ 
\d  God  is  glorified  in  him :  He  reckoned  the  work 
me,  becaufe  the  inflrument  that  fet  all  a-work 
is  gone  out.  And,  at  the  end  of  the  14th  chap- 
r  of  Johny  he  brake  off,  as  it  were,  in  the  midfl 
'  his  fermon,  and  fays,-  ^rife,  let  us  go  bcnce.  Of 
I  works,  preaching  was  moft  pleufant  to  him;  but 
rhold  he  breaks  off,  and  goes  out,  that  he  might 

taken  and  crucified,  that  the  occafion  might  not 
:  flipt.  And  then  he  does  not  ftay  till  Judas  found 
m  out :  No,  he  goes  forth  to  the  place  where 
udas  dnd  his  band  were,  and  offered  himfelf  a 
illing  facrifice.     When  they  laid.    We  fcek  Jefus 

l^azarethy   he  anfwers,    /  am  hcy   John  xviii. 

5 ;  and  when  Peter  would  have  rcfcucd  him  he 
de  him  put  up  his  fword,  faying,  l^he  cup  which 
f  Father  hath  given- me  to  drink,  fkall  I  not  drink 
f  Yea,  when  he  was  beaten  and  buffeted,  how 
i  he  give  his  back  to  the  f miter Sy  and  bis  cheeks  to 
*m  that  plucked  off  the  hair  ?  He 'was  led  as  a  lamb 
the  Jlaughter^  and  as  a  fl^eep  before  his  fhearers  is 
mby  fo  he  opened  not  his  7nouth.  Yea,  when  hang- 
g  on  a  crofs,  he  had  enough  to  provoke  fo  great 
^irit  to  have  refcued  himfeff,  when  they  cried. 
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Come  down,  iUid  we  will  believe  thee ;  if  thoii 
canft  fave  thyfelf,  we  will  believe  that  thdu  caiift 
feve  others :  Nay,  fay  they,  be  faved  others^  but 
bimfelf  be  cannot  fave.  He  might,  like  a  Sampfin^ 
have  broken  down  the  pillars  of  heaven  and  earth 
about  their  ears ;  but  he  bears  all  patiently.  And 
then,  how  his  heart  was  engaged,  appears  in  the 
very  lad  a£t :  He  bowed  bis  beady  and  cried  out  with 
a  joyful  heart,  it  is  fnijhedi  the  work  which  my 
Father  gave  me  to  do,  is  fini(hed ;  the  work  which 
I  engaged  my  heart  unto,  is  finished :  And  fo  he 
gave  up  the  ghofl,  committing  his  fpirit  into  his 
Father's  hands,  as  a  pledge  and  token  that  the  en- 
gagement was  fulfilled.  And  now,  this  work  be- 
ing accomplifhed,  {hall  we  not  think  that  his  heart 
is  as  mucn  engaged  to  the  work  of  redemption  by 
power^  as  it  was  to  the  work  of  redemption  by 
price?  Yea,  He  bath  entred  into  beaven^  wm  to  ap* 
pear  in  tbe  prefence  of  God  for  us,  Heb.  ix.  24.  ^ 
wben  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  kf 
tbe  deatb  of  bis  Son ;  bow  much  more^  being  reconcikd^ 
fhall  we  be  faved  by  bis  life  ?  He  that  was  dead  is 
alive,  and  lives  for  evermore ;  and  he  ever  lives  to 
make  interceflion  for  us.  He  lives  to  apply  by  tbe 
power  of  his  fpirit,  what  he  purchafed  by  the  price 
of  his  blood.  Thus  you  fee  the  Angularity  ot  the 
fad,  both  as  to  the  matter  and  manner  of  it ;  and 
how  his  heart  was  engaged  to  approach  unto  God  t 
And  fo  far  is  he  from  repenting  of  the  bargain^  that 
never  a  repenting  thought  has  been  in  his  heart  to 
this  day,  with  refped  to  the  whole  of  this  work. 

4th  Head.  The  fourth  thing  propofed,  was,  to 
give  the  reafons  of  the  do&rine,  why  Chrift  did  fi> 
heartily  come  under  this  engagement,  together  widl 
the  reafons  of  our  faith  about  itj  or,  why  it  »,  that 
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hwah"%  teftimony  is  added  in  thefc  words,  faith 
f.  Lord.     Who  is  this^  &c.  faith  the  Lord.     Now, 

to  the  fir  ft  of  thefe,  viz.  the  rcafon  why  Chrift 
1  fo  cordially  engage  in  this  work  j  there  are 
tk  four  reafons  cfpecially  that  I  would  ofFcr. 
>  He  engaged  his  heart,  from  obedience  to  his 
ther's  command  j  /  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  ffiy 
d.  God  the  Father  chofe  him  to  this  fervic^ ; 
bold  my  fervant  whom  I  have  choferty  mine  eleSl, 
^  and  he  authorized  him  in  it,  and  caufed  him 
approach.     This  commandment  have  1  received  of 

Father,  idly^  He  engaged  his  heart,  from 
J  to  his  Father's  glory.  Tho*  the  whole  crea- 
1  of  men  and  angels  had  been  offered  up  as  a 
lole  burnt-offering,  it  would  not  have  repaired 
J  honour  of  God  for  one  fin  whereby  his  honour 
mpaired :  But  Chrift's  engagement  is  what  brings 
>rc  glory  to  God,  than  if  all  mankind  had  flood, 
yet  fallen  a  facrifice  to  divine  juftice ;  therefore 
rift,  from  a  zeal  to  his  Father's  glory,  did  come 
3er  this  engagement ;  the  zeal  of  Gixl's  houfe  did 

him  up.     By  this  engagement  all  the  attributes 
God  are  glorified  :    God  had  a  mind  to  fet  out 

love  and  mercy  to  the  utmoft,  and  herein  it  is 
ic  more  than  any  other  way,  John  iii.  1 6.  God 
loved  the  nvorld^  &c.  We  may  behold  here  the 
gbth  and  depth,  and  length  and  breadth  of  the 
c  of  God,  in  taking  his  tJon  out  of  his  bofom, 
ere  he  lay  from  eternity,  and  giving  him  for 
He  looked  over  all  the  copies  of  his  love, 
ce  and  mercy  that  he  had  written  in  all  his 
mer  v/orks,  and  found  them  fliort  of  the  thing ; 
refore  it  is  his  will  to  write  his  love  in  letters  of 
od,  upon  him  who  is  an  infinite  fpirit  with  him* 
':  And  that  this  may  be  done,  he  gives  him  a 
VOL.  II.  A  a  body  J 
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body ;  A  body  haft  thou  given  me^  that  this  body, 
this  human  nature,  might  be  a  facrifice  for  fin. 
God  had  a  mind  to  fet  forth  the  glory  of  his  juftice 
to  the  utmoft,  and  by  this  engagement  it  is  done 
What  thoVthe  whole  world  were  drowned  in  a 
deluge  of  water,  or,  as  Sodoin^  burnt  to  afhes? 
What  tho*  all  the  poftcrity  of  Adam  were  doom'd 
to  everlafting  burning  ?  What  tho*  every  (pirc  of 
grafs  or  atom  of  duft  were  a  rational  creature,  and 
for  fin  thrown  into  hell  ?  This  would  be  indeed  an 
excellent  adt  of  juflice :  But  what  is  all  this  to  the 
juflice  executed  upon  Chrift,  when  he  flood  in  oar 
ftead?  What  are  all  other  judgments  to  his  bloody 
fweat  in  the  garden,  and  his  expiring  groans  upon 
a  crofs  ?  Here  is  the  higheft  aft  of  juftice  imagin- 
able, to  make  the  foul  of  his  dearly  beloved  Son 
an  offering  for  fin,  when  imputed  to  him.  Sec 
IRom.  iii.  25.  Heie  the  awakned  fword  of  juftice 
is  drunk  to  full  and  complete  fatisfadtion  with  the 
moft  noble  blood  that  ever  was  or  could  be.  God 
had  a  mind  to  fet  forth  his  holinefs  to  the  utmofl  1 
Now  the  perfeft  obedience  of  men  and  angels  might 
fet  forth  his  holinefs ;  but  v^'hat  is  all  this  to  the 
obedience  of  the  Son  of  God,  whofe  obedience  docs 
indeed  magnify  the  law  ?  God's  law  was  never  ho- 
noured, and  his  holinefs  never  fhined  with  fuch  a 
fparkling  luflre.  God  had  a  mind  to  fet  forth  his 
power  to  the  utmoft ;  and  now  the  arm  of  omnipo- 
tency  was  not  fo  much  manifefted  in  laying  the  foun- 
dation of  the  earth,  and  flretching  out  the  heavens 
as  a  curtain,  and  turning  the  wheels  of  providence^ 
as  in  bringing  about  the  falvation  of  finners  by  Chrift) 
the  power  of  God  fupporting  Chrift  under  that  load 
of  wrath,  which  would  have  crufhed  ten  thoufand 
worlds.    FJal.  Ixii.  n.    Once  have  I  heard,  yea 

twice, 
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invite^  that  power  belongeth  to  the  Lord.     Once  have 
I  heard  it  in  the  work  of  creation  and  providence^ 
but  far  more  glorioufly  in  the  work  of  redemption, 
wherein  he  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers,  bruif- 
cd  the  head  of  the  ferpent,  deftroyed  tlie  works  of 
the  devil,  difarmed  death>  and  knocked  off  the  fet- 
ters of  our  fpiritual  captivity.     In  a  word,  God  had 
a  mind  to  fet  forth  his  wifdom  to  the  utmoft.    Wif- 
dom  (hines  every  nioment  in  the  work  of  creation, 
it  glitters  every  day  in  the  work  of  providence ; 
but  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  are  hid  in  Chrift. 
Here  is  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myftery,  the  ma- 
nifold wifdom  of  God,  particularly  in  uniting  the 
mofl:   diflant  extremes;    the    divine    and   human 
nature  are  united  in  one  perfon,   the  juftice  and 
mercy  of  God   united  in  joint   harmony  for  the 
£ilvation  of  finners,  without  robbing  each  other  of 
their  right,'  and  fo   God   and  man   united  in   an 
eternal  fellowfhip :    Stubble  is  made  to  dwell  with 
devouring  fire,  without  being  deflroyed;  and  weak- 
ncfs  to  behold  glory,  without  being  overwhelm- 
ed ;    yea,  flraw  is  made  to  dwell  with  everlafling 
burnings,  Ifa.  xxxi.   14.  IVbo  among  us  can  dwell 
With  devouring  fire^  &c.  ?     Why,  even  the  believer 
can  dwell  with  a  God  of  terrible  majefly  and  infi- 
nfte  juftice,  and  dwell  there  with  fatisfaftion,  and 
without  hazard  of  being  confumed,  becaufe  of  this 
engagement  of  Chrift,  whereby  juftice  is  infinitely 
fatisfied.     Thus,  I  fay,  God  had  a  mind  to  fet  forth 
the  glory  of  his  perfeftions:  Now,  zeal  for  this 
glory  of  God  engaged  the  mediator's  heart  to  this 
work,     ^dly,  He  engaged  his  heart,  from  a  view  of 
His  Father's  reward,  Heb.  %\u  2.  Fcr  the  joy  that 
was  fet  before  him,  he  endured  the  crofs,  &c.  and 
now  is  fet  down  at  the  right- band  of  God.  Heb.  ii.  9* 

A  a  2  Hi^ 
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His  Father  promifed  him,  that,  having  drank  of  tk 
brook  in  the  way,  he  then  fhould  lift  up  his  head  \ 
and  accordingly,  he  having  bumbled  bimjelf^  &c. 
therefore  God  bath  highly  exalted  bim^  PhiL  ii.  8,  9. 
In  a  word,  it  was  the  Father's  promife  to  him,  that« 
upon  his  making  his  foul  an  offering  for  Jin^  beJhouU 
fee  his  feed,  and  fee  the  travail  of  bis  foul  and  be  fa- 
tisfied:  And  therefore  his  heart  was  engaged  to  the 
work,  a^thly.  He  engaged  his  heart  to  this  work  \ 
Why  ?  It  was  even  out  of  love  and  pity  to  loft  fin- 
ners :  He  faw  us  helplefs  and  hopelefs,  and  lying  in 
our  blood  \  Bnd  then  our  time  was  a  time  of  love. 
Chrift  was  drawn  to  this  work  5  but  what  was  it 
that  drew  him?  Even  a  cord  of  love :  Love  brought 
him  out  of  heaven,  and  love  nailed  him  to  a  crofs, 
and  love  laid  him  in  a  grave,  and  love  made  him 
rife  again,  and  mount  up  to  heaven  to  agent  our 
caufe.  On  what  defign  came  he  to  the  world?  It 
was  a  defign  of  love.  What  ficknefs  died  he  of? 
He  was  even  fick  of  love,  and  died  in  love.  O  (hall 
not  this  love  beget  love,  and  engage  our  hearts  to 
him,  whofe  heart  was  engaged  to  this  work  out  of 
love  to  us?  In  a  word,  it  was  to  engage  the  heart 
of  finners  to  him,  and  fo  to  make  way  for  their  ap^ 
proaching  unto  God  in  him.' 

Secondly^  As  to  the  reafon  of  our  faith,  in  the 
laft  words  of  the  text,  it  is  built  upon  a  Thus  faitb 
the  Lord  I  Who  is  this,  Gfr.  faith  the  Lord.  There 
is  JEHOVAH'S  teftimbny;  and  why  is  this  add- 
ed  ?  Why  ?  (r.)  Becaufe  nothing  is  more  quieting 
to  the  confcience  of  a  finner  than  the  teftimony  of 
a  God  concerning  a  Saviour :  God  by  his  Holy  Spi- 
rit in  the  word  teftifying  of  Chrift  to  the  confcience, 
faying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  unborn  I  am  well 
pkafed'j  true  peace  of  confcience  is  grounded  upon 

this 
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diis  teftimony,  (2,)  Nothing  is  more  fccuring  to 
the  ibul ;  for  God's  tcftimony  is  our  fecurity,  PfaL 
xix.  J.  The  tejiimony  of  the  Lord  is  fure.  It  is  very 
fure^  Pikl.  xciii.  5.  Here  is  ground  for  the  affu- 
rance  of  faith,  the  fure  word  and  teftipiony  of  a 
God  that  cannot  lye.  (3.)  Nothing  is  more  rejoic- 
ing to  the  heart,  Pfal.  xix.  8.  and  PfaL  Ix.  6.  God 
both  fpoken  in  bis  holinefsy  I  will  rejoice ;  Why  ? 
Nothing  fpeaks  out  more  love  than  this,  when 
JEHOVAH  fays  the  word,  as  well  as  does  the 
work.  The  foul  cannot  but  rejoice  when  the  Lord 
fpeaks  in  to  it;  at  leaft,  here  is  ground  of  joy  un- 
fpcakable,  John  xv.  11.  Tbefe  things  have  I  fpoken 
to  yoUy  that  my  joy  might  remain  inyoUy  and  that  your 
joy  might  be  full.  (4.)  Nothing  is  more  filencing 
to  unbelief  than  this :  Why  ?  Here  is  the  very  ut- 
moft  length  that  unbelief  can  go :  For,  fays  the 
unbelieving  heart,  If  God  would  fay  it,  then  I  would 
believe  it.  Well,  T'hus  faith  the  Lord  comes  in  here, 
to  ruin  and  filence  your  unbelief.  Here  is  the  rea- 
fon  of  our  faith :  For  you're  to  obferve  two  things 
in  the  text ;  the  one  is,  the  glorious  objeSt  of  faith, 
a  Chrift  engaging  himfcif  in  our  ftead :  The  other 
is  the  convincing  reafon  of  faith ;  it  comes  with  ^ 
Thus  faith  the  Lord.  Now,  in  order  to  get  dur 
faith  fixed,  and  brought  to  a  full  afTurance  and 
certainty^  we  are  not  fo  much  to  look  to  the  ob- 
jeSi  of  faith,  or  the  thing  to  be  believed,  as  to  the 
reafon  of  faith,  and  the  ground  of  it,  namely,  God's 
teflimony,  he  fays  it :  His  truth  and  veracity  is  at 
the  flake  to  give  a  fecurity :  It  is  the  great  word  of 
the  great  God.  It  is  not  the  greatnefs  of  a  promife 
that  draws  our  faith,  but  the  fidelity  of  the  promi- 
fer;  nay,  the  greater  the  promife  is,  the  more  will 
we  doubt  of  it,,  unlefs  there  be  a  ground  for  be*- 
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licving  it.  If  a  man  of  undoubted  integrity  come 
and  tell  you  ever  fo  great  things  that  he  is  to  do 
for  you,  and  give  to  you,  the  greatnefs  of  the  things 
promifed  is  not  the  reafon  of  .your  believing  him ; 
nay,  the  grtater  they  are,  the  further  will  you  be 
from  believing :  But  the  reafon  of  your  believing  is, 
becaufe  the  man  is  honeft  and  able,  and  a  perfon  of 
intire  credit,  whom  you  can  truft.  Even  fo  it  is 
here  ;  there  is  a  great  thing  propofed  to  our  faith, 
that  Chrift,  the  fent  of  God,  is  engaged  for  our 
complete  falvation  j  and  upon  this  ground  he  pror 
mifes  in  the  text,  ///  ie  your  God,  and  ye  Jhall  be 
my  people.  But,  the  greater  it  is,  the  further  are  we 
from  believing  it;  and  therefore  we  muft  have  a 
reafon  for  our  faith;  Well,  it  is  here,  the  God  of 
truth  fays  it,  and  we  are  to  take  it  upon  the  t^^i- 
mony  of  the  God  that  cannot  lye.  When  Abraham 
was  ftrong  in  the  faith,  and  againft  hope  believed 
in  hope,  was  it  the  greatnefs  of  the  promife  that  fup- 
ported  his  faith,  or  the  reafonablenefs  of  it  ?  No, 
no ;  his  body  and  Saraffs  both  were  dead  :  But  he 
confidered  the  veracity  and  ability  of  the  God  that 
promifed,  Rom.  iv.  21.  He  was  fully  perfaaded  that 
he  thaf  had  promifed  was  able  to  perform.  When 
Mofes  was  fent  to  Ifrael  in  Egypt ^  tQ  tell  them  that 
the  fet  time  was  come  that  they  were  to  be  deli-. 
vered  from  their  Egyptian  thraldom  and  bondage, 
and  to  be  brought  to  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey  j  here  is  a  great  promife :  But  O,  fays  MofeSy 
how  will  they  believe  this  ?  Why,  fays  God,  go 
tell  them-  that  I  AM  hath  fent  you,  even  the  God 
of  leingi,  that  can  give  a  being  to  what  I  fay.  I 
was  known  to  their  forefathers  by  the  name.  Lord 
God  Almighty ;  becaufe  I  did  mightily  for  them,  ta 
wit,  Abrabflm,  Ifaac,  apd  Jaeob :    And  now  I  am 
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le  to  accomplifh  my  promife  that  I  made  to  them 
cerning  their  feed ;  therefore  I  will  be  known 
9  to  them  by  the  name,  lam  that  I  am.  I  have 
beings  in  myfelf  from  eternity,  and  can  give  a 
ig  .to  my  promife.  Here  is  a  good  ground  for 
r  faith.  If  we  look  not  to  this  ground,  the  great* 
I  of  the  promife  will  overfet  our  faith,  while  the 
1  fays,  O,  it  is  too  good  news  to  be  true !  It  is 
great  fqr  mc  !  And  fo  we  reafon  ourfelves  out 
ur  faith :  But,  O  !  fee  who  fays  it,  and  that  it 
le  word  of  JEHOVAH,  and  here  is  firm  footing 
your  faith. 

tb  Head.    Fifth  thing  propofed,  is  the  applica- 
of  this  dodrine,  in  fome  inferences.     Is  it  fo, 
Chrift,  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  did  thus  cor- 
ly  engage  himfelf  to  approach  unto  God  in  the 
k  and  bufinefs  of  our  redemption  ?  Then  hence 
may  infer  the  following  particulars.     We  may 
I.  The  grcatnefs  of  our  ruin  by  nature,  and 
fad  cafe  that  mankind  is  in,  that  not  one  of  all 
poftcrity   oiAdam  can  or  dare  approach  unto 
I,  or  come  under  engagements  for  this  end.     If 
do,  we  engage  ourfelves  to  what  is  impoffible 
erform,  and  we  approach  to  a  fiery  tribunal, 
re  we  are  doom'd  to  eternal  death,  unlefs  we 
e  under  the  wings  of  this  glorious  engager  and 
oacher  to  God.     This  God  will  fliew  no  rer 
.  to  any  perfonal  bond  or  engagement  of  ours : 
our  perfonal  credit  is  forfeited  and  broken,  not 
originally  in  Adam^  by  the  violation   of  the 
nant  of  works,  but  actually  in  our  own  perfons  : 
never  kept  a  word  that  we  promifed  to  God, 
lever  kept  our  engagemqnts  to  God  a  day  to 
cid  5  and  therefore  God  will  nqt  XxyjSi.  us.     I'm 
A  a  /J.  far 
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far  from  difallowing  of  pcrfonal  covenanting  and 
engaging,  when  it  is  put  in  its  due  place,  that  is, 
after  a  man  hath  once  clofed  with  Chrift  as  the 
principal  engager,  and  then  vows,  thro*  his  grace, 
and  under  the  covert  of  his  engagement,  from  gra- 
titude, to  ferve  the  Lord,  and  walk  in  his  ways: 
But  for  all  other  kinds  of  engagements,  let  us  know, 
that  God  will  take  none  of  our  bonds  without  a 
furety.     And  we  are  blind,  if  we .  do  not  fee  that 
our  credit  is  forfeited.    Look  to  our  national  engage- 
ments, covenant,  and  SOLEMN  LEAGUE;  and 
I  believe  our  national  credit  is  forfeited  and  broken: 
Never  a  nation  was  more  folemnly  engaged  to  God, 
and  yet  never  any  national  engagement  was  more 
folemnly  broken  and  buried;  the  credit  of  our  mi- 
nifters  and  people,  of  our  nation  and  church,  funk 
into  the  depth  of  defedlion,  divifion,  error,  fccurity 
and  carnal  compliances.     And  whereas  our  fore- 
fathers tranfmitted  to  us  their  pofterity,  precious 
truths,  and  pure  confeflions  of  faith,  worthy  of 
the  name  of  reformers ;  how  are  we  like  to  tranf- 
init  to  our  pofterity  a  world  of  trafh  and    lumber, 
inftead  of  precious  treafure ;    while,  among  other 
things,  old  reformation-principles  and  doftrines  are 
like  to  be  carried  down  to  fucceeding   generations 
after  us,  under  the  notion  of  wildnejs^  newfchemes^ 
and  Antinomian-cant.    And  as  we  ought  to  be  hum- 
bled this  day  for  the  breach  of  our  national  covenant 
and  folemn  league ;  fo  we  may  fee  what  is  ncccffary, 
in  order  to  the  reviving  of  a  covenanted  work  of 
reformation,  and  of  our  folemn  engagements,  even 
that  the  generation  be  brought  to  acquaintance  with 
Chrift,  as  the  very  firft  engager  in  their  ftead ;  and 
then,  that,  under  the  acceptable  covert  of  his  en- 
gagement, they  come  under  obligations,  thro*  his 
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grace,  to  approach  unto  God,  by  returning  to  him 
and  to  their  duty.  O  that  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and 
revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  were  poured 
out  for  this  end !  However,  as  our  national  engage- 
ments are  fadly  broken,  fo  look  to  your  baptifmal 
engagements,  your  communion-engagements,  and 
all  your  other  particular  engagements  to  duty,  and 
fee,  that  as  our  national,  fo  our  perfonal  credit  is 
forfeited ;  for  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  caufes  our 
departure  from  the  living  God,  every  moment.  And 
this  is  fuch  an  univerfal  difeafe,  that  there  is  not 
one  oiAdam'^  race  that  God  can  now  truft  without 
a  furety,  nor  allow  to  approach  to  him  without  a 
mediator. 

2,dly^  Hence  fee  the  glorious  excellency  of  C|irift, 
and  the  fufficiency  of  this  wonderful  engager  for 
his  people,  in  that  be  was  able  to  ^approach  to  an 
offended  God,  and  able  to  ftand  there  in  the  finners 
ftead,  and  to  plead  for  their  good ;  able  tp  ftand  the 
trial  of  infinite  holinefs  and  impartial  juftice,  and 
where  nothing  was  to  be  forgiven ;  was  able  to  fatisfy 
all  that  the  law  and  juftice  could  demand,  and  to 
fini(h  every  thing  that  was  neceffary  to  be  done  in 
reference  to  man's  falvation  and  the  work  of  redemp- 
tion. O  fee  his  glory,  fee  his  glory  !  O  glorious  en- 
gager, glorious  approacher!  Behold  his  glory,  and 
the  glory  of  God  in  him  I  If  you  fee  any  thing  of 
this  glory  to  captivate  you,  then  the  God  who  com- 
manded light  to  (hine  out  of  darknefs,  hath  (hined 
in  your  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge 
of  his  glory  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

3^/|f,  Hence  fee,  what  is  the  gofptl-way  of  a 
iinner's  engaging  to  duty,  and  approaching  to  God: 
Why,  it  is  juft  to  take  on  with  this  engager,  and 
fb  to  engage  under  him ;    and  to  take  on  with  this 
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engaged  for  all  -,  he  is  able  to  anfwer  all  that  you 
can  fay,  and  therefore  let  all  challengers  and  him 
make  up  matters  betwixt  them.  In  a  word^  right 
engagement  is  to  engage  upon  Chjift's  engagement. 
'What  is  that  ?  It  is  juft,  as  it  were,  to  lay  a  wager 
upon  Chrid's  head.  Til  wager  upon  his  head, 
that  ril  get  to  heaven,  in  fpite  of  all  the  devils  in 
liell ;  I'll  wa^er  upon  his  bead,  that  the  head  of 
the  ferpent  (hall  be  bruifed ;  Til  wager  upon  his 
head,  that  fin  (hall  not  have  dominion  over  me , 
ril  wager  upon  his  head,  that  I  {hall  perform  duty, 
and  do  all  things  thro'  him  ftrcngthning  me ;  TU 
wager  upon  his  head,  that  my  fins  (hall  be  forgiven 
me,  as  the  Jews^  you  know,  confeflTed  their  fins 
upon  the  head  of  the  facrifice  fhadowing  Chrift. 
And  what  was  the  gofoel  of  it?  Why,  when  it 
was  done  in  the  faith  of  Chrift  the  great  facrifice, 
it  was  in  effedt  to  fay.  Til  wager  upon  the  head  olF 
this  facrifice,  that  as  it  is  fufficienc  for  the  expia- 
tion of  my  fins,  fo  all  my  fins  (hall  be  pardoned 
upon  this  ground.  What  fay  you,  man  ?  Will  you 
venture  all  that  concerns  your  holinefs  and  hap- 
pinefs,  grace  and  glory,  duty  and  dignity  ;  will  you 
venture  all  upon  Chrift  ?  Will  you  wager  and  en- 
gage upon  his  head  ?  Then  in  God's  name  you 
fhall  gain  the  day.  But  here  is  alfo  a  teft  of  right 
approaching  to  God  in  all  duties  and  ordinances, 
and  at  a  communion-table ;  why,  it  is  juft  as  it 
were  a  coming  to  the  chamber  of  divine  prefence, 
fo  as  to  come  in  at  Chrift's  back,  fetting  him  be- 
fore you  as  the  firft  approacher  to  ufher  you  in  j 
lam  the  way,  and  no  man  cometh  to  the  Father  but 
by  me.  It  is  to  come  to  God  in  the  faith  of  Chrift's 
having  approached  to  him  before  you,  and  to  come 
boldly,  never  fearing  that  his  infinite  holinefs  ihall 
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da(h  fuch  a  filthy  firmer,  nor  that  his  infinite  jufl 
tice  fhali  confound  fuch  a  guilty  finncr.  Why, 
your  ufher^  that  hath  gone  before  you  to  the  pre- 
fence  of  this  holy  and  jufl  God,  hath  before  gratified 
his  holincfs,  and  fatisfied  his  juflice.  Here,  I  fay, ' 
you  fee  the  right  engaging,  and  right  approaching. 

^tbly^   and  Laftlyy   Faffing  all  other  inferences 
that  might  be  drawn  from  the  dodtrine ;  hence  fee 
the  duty  of  all  that  hear  this  gofpel,  and  what  the 
Lord  is  calling  you  to  this  day  4  it  is  even  this,  that 
your  Heart  be  engaged  to  approach  unto  him,  whofe 
heart  was  engaged  to  approach  unto  God  in  your 
ftead  5  that  fo,  approaching  heartily  to  Chrifl,  you 
may  approach  confidently  to  God  in  him  j  for  there 
is  no  approaching  to  God  but  by  taking  Chrift  by 
the  way.     O  then,  let  your  hearts  be  engaged  to 
approach  unto  Chrifl;  this  is  the  very  defign  of  all 
that  we  have  been  faying,  even  to  engage  your 
hearts  to  the  Son  of  God.     And,  O  Sirs,  what  14 
all  the  world  will  engage  your  hearts,  if  the- en- 
gaged heart  of  Chrifl  do  it  not  ?  He  is  come  here 
this  day  to  court  your  hearts,  the  very  heart  of  a 
Saviour  is  come  down  to  court  the  heart  of  a  finner, 
and  tQ  court  you  with  this  argument,  that  his  heart 
is  fo  much  upon  you,  that  he  engaged  his  heart 
to   approach  unto    God  in  your   flead.       Away 
with  the  devil's    logick.    May  be  it  was  not  for 
me  that  Chrijl  engaged^   nor  for  me  that  be  ap-^ 
froacbed   to  God,  Jor  there  is   but  a  feleSf  num- 
ber^ tbat  were  eleSled  from  eternity^  for  whom  be  en- 
gaged and  approached.     In  order  to  fhut  this  ob- 
jedtion  out  of  the  way,  let  me  tell  you,  firs,  that 
fecret  things  belong  to  Gody  but  to  us  the  things  tbat 
are  revealed.-    Let  an  infinitely   wife  God   anfwer 
for  his  own  decreeSj  as  well  as  he  can  j  but  you  dare 
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not  be  anfwerable  to  God  for  meddling  uith  them ; 
and  you  meddle  too  far,  if  the  thoughts  thereof 
difcourage  you   from  coming  to  Chrift  this  day. 
Will  it  be  a  good  anfwer  for  you,  before  the  bar 
of  God  ?  Lord,  I  thought,  perhaps  I  was  not  ele^fled, 
and  therefore   my  heart  could  never  be  engaged  to 
Chrift.     What  anfwer  can  you  expedl  from  God, 
but  fuch  a  one  as  this,  Wretch  that  thou  art,  had 
you  not  my  revealed  will  to  be  a  rule  of  your  duty? 
And  did  not  I  reveal,  that  upon  the  peril  of  dam- 
nation you  was  to  clofe  with  my  Chrift  ?  And  what 
had  you  to  do  with  my  fecret  decree  \   How  durft 
you  attempt  to  be  wife  above  what  is  written  ?  Who 
but  the  devil  could  fuggeft  that  to  your  hearty  that 
you  was  not  an  ele(^  ?  And  he  was  a  lyar  for  faying 
fo,  for  he  told  you  what  he  did  not  know  himfelf. 
How  does  the  devil  adl  herein  likd  himfelf,  while 
he  would  carry  you  up  to  the  pinacle  of  the  temple 
of  eternal  predeftination  at  the  firft  inftant,  that  you 
may  thence  throw  yourfclf  down  from   the  bat- 
tlement of  heaven  to  the  bottom  of  hell,  which 
was  the  way  himfelf  went,    and  he  would  have 
you  along  with  him  ?  O,  will  you  regard  the  ruin- 
ing  fuggeftions  of  a  black  d^vil,  more  than  the 
kindly  motions  of  a  Saviour  ?  O,  will  you  rather 
out-flioot  the  devil  in  his  own  bpw,  and  draw  an 
argument  for  faith  from  what  was  done  from  all 
eternity.    Tit.  i.  2.     Was  eternal  life  promifcd  in 
Chrift  before  the  world  began  ?  Was  all  engaged  for 
from  eternity  ?  Then  there  is  the  lefs  ado  for  me, 
when  this  promife  of  eternal  life  comes  diredted, 
and  offered  to  me ;  for  to  you  is  the  word  of  this  fal- 
vation  fent^  that  Chrift  hath  engaged   for  all  that 
concerns  our  falvation ;  and  we  have  nothing  ado 
but  thro'  grace  to  confent  that  this  engager  be  ours, 
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to  ^0  ill  for  us.  From  all  eternity  the  mediator's 
heart  was  engaged  to  the  work  of  our  redemption  } 
and  from  this  infinitely  high  and  eternal  tower 
there  arc  ropes  of  divine  promifes  hanging  dowD» 

for  us  to  lay  hold  on  with  our  hearts :  For tbe 

promife  is  to  us  and  to  our  children^  and  to  all  that 
are  afar  tff.     Ahd  when  our  hearts  cleave  to  any 
of  thefe  promifes  that  are  faftcned  to  Chrift's  en- 
gaged heart,  then  our  hearts  are  carried  up  in  God's 
order  to  the  knowledge  of  the  divine  counfels,  and 
go  up  the  fcripture-ftair ;  while  Satan  would  have 
us  begin  «  the  top,  that  we  may  fall  down  head- 
long.    Now,  among  thefe   promifes  that  are  let 
down  from  Chrift's  engaged  heart  for  us  to  em^- 
brace  with  our  heart,  there  is  one,  "Jer.  xxxi.  3* 
/  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlafting  lovc^  therefore 
wth  loving'kindnefs  will  I  draw  thee.     O  firs,  here 
is  a  cord  of  love  let  down,  and  the  upper  end  of 
it  is  faflened  to  Chrift's  heart,  and  the  lower  end  of 
it    hanging  down  the  length  of  your  hearts :  And, 
O,  (hall  not  Ch rift's  heart  and  yours  be  knit  toge- 
ther this  day  !  Here  is  a  cord  to  bind  his  heart  to 
your  heart,  and  your  heart  to  his  heart.     O  ftrong 
cord  of  God's  making !  O  (hall  not  the  Saviour's 
heart  and  the  finner's  heart  meet  together  this  day? 
Will  the  heart  of  a  Jefus  gain  no  heart  in  this  houfe 
to  day  ?  Yea,  we  hope  there  fhall  be  a  meeting  of 
hearts  betwixt  him  and  a  remnant  here.     O  then, 
finner,  come  in  to  his  heart,  for  his  heart  is  open  ; 
and  I  have  a  commiffion  to  tell  you,  that  his  heart 
is  open  to  you,  and  ppened  fo  wide  that  you  may 
all  go  in  to  his  opened  heart.     It  is  not  a  bard 
heart  like  yours  5  No,  no :  If  he  had  been  as  hard- 
ned  againft  you,  as  your  hearts  were  hardened  a- 
gainft  him,  he  would  never  have  engaged  fo  hear- 
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tily  to  approach  to  God  for  you,  nor  ever  font  us  to 
tell  you  his  heart's  love  towards  you.     O  believe  it 
upon  his  word,  Jer.  xxxi.  20.  He  is  not  hard- 
hearted; no,  his  heart  is  a  melting  hearty  faying,  / 
do  eameftly  remember  youjlill^  my  bowels  are  troubled 
for  yWy  I  will  fur  ely  have  mercy  on  you:  From  the 
very  time  that  I  engaged  for  you,  which  was'  from 
all  eternity,  I  do  earneftly  remember  you  (lill :  and 
now  the  time  of  love  is  come,  the  time  of  letting  out 
my  heart  toward  you ;  my  bowels  are  founding  for 
you,  and  my  heart  is  melting  over  you^  and  warm 
drops  of  love  are  falling  down  from  my  melted 
heart  to  your  hard  hearts,  that  they  may  be  melt- 
ed and  diiTolved,  fo  as   both  mine  and  yours  may 
be  melted  into  one,  and  being  run  together  with  the 
fire  of  my  everlafling  love,  they  may  be  engaged  to 
each  other  for  ever.     O  Sinner!  Sinner!  Sinner!  O 
enemies!  Enemies  to  God,  enemies  to  Jefus!  O 
heard-hearted  finner  I  Words  and  rods,  and  calls  and 
threatenings,  fermons  and  facraments  have  not  melt- 
ed your  heart  j  and  if  you  go  to  hell,  the  flames  of 
hell  will  never  melt  your  heart :    But  here  arc  the 
flames  of  infinite  love  from  the  heart  of  a  God- 
man  5  what  will  this  do  ?  A  God  of  love  is  come 
down,  and   muft  not  the  mountains  melt  before 
liim  ?  Yea,  mountains  of  enmity  and  unbelief,  and 
the  hard  flinty  heart  will  melt  like  wax  before  him. 
A  live  coal  from  the  flaming  altar  of  Chrift's  engag- 
ed heart,   is  come  down  to  put  fire  to  your  frozen 
heart     O,  is  the  bleflTcd  fire  kindled  yet  ?  Is  your 
heart  engaged  to  him  or  not?  If  not,  will  you  con- 
fider, 

JF/Vy?,  What  a  fad  thing  it  is,  if  your  heart  (hall 
not  be  engaged  to  approach  unto  him :  It  fays, 
the  heart  is  engaged  to  fome  others  than  to  Chrifl, 

that 
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that  your  heart  is  engaged  to  idols  and  lufls^  and 
'yoii  cannot  find  in  your  heart  to  fign  a  bill  of  di- 
vorce from  thefe.     But  O,  will  you  tell  me,  if 
your   heart   be  engaged   to  the  devil,  engaged  to 
the  world,  and  engaged  to  the  flefh  and  the  lufts 
thereof,  and  engaged  to  wicked  company,  and  en- 
gs^ed  to  corrupt  courfes,  and  that  you  cannot  be 
difengagcd  from  them,  nor  break  thefe  engagements, 
nor  your  covenant  with  hell  ?  O  Will  any  of  thefe 
lovers  to  whom  your  hearts  are  engaged,  will  any 
of  them  engage  to  approach  to  God  in  your  ftead, 
as  Chrift  hath  done  ?  Will  any  of  them  engage  to 
bring  you  to  heaven,  or  to  keep  you  out  of  hell  ? 
Nay,  are  they  not  engaged   rather  to   ruin  your 
fouls  for  ever,  if  they  can  ?  And  why  (hould  your 
hearts  be  engaged  to  your  greateft  enemies,  that 
would  lead  you  to  deftrudion  ;  and  hot  engaged  to 
Chrid:,  who  engaged  his  heart  to  approach  unto 
God  for  your  falvation  and  redemption  ?  If  your 
hearts  be  not  engaged  to  Chrift,  it  (ays  you  are,  at 
bcft,  married  and  engaged  to  the  law,  you  are  go- 
ing about  to  eftablifh  a  righteoufnefs  of  your  own, 
hoping  to  pleafe  God,  and  procure  falvation  to  your- 
fclvesby  your  prayers  and  good  duties:  Your  lan- 
guage is  like  that  of  the  wicked  fervant,  that  faid, 
\Have  patience  with  me^  and  I  will  pay  thee  all.    You 
are  not  yet  pleafed  to  have  one  to  undertake  for  all 
in  your  ftead  y  and  therefore  O  fad  is  your  ftate,  for 
you  ftand  under  a  pcrfonal  obligation  to  pay  all  in- 
deed  :  You  are  tf  debtor  to  do  the  whole  law ;  and  yet, 
,  becaufe  of  your  failure,  you  are  under  obligation  to 
bear  the  whole   curie  of  the  law.     O  terrible !  If 
^you  ftay  there,  you  muft  approach  to  the  tribunal 
of  God  in  your  own  perfon.     O  how  will  you  ap- 
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proach  to  God  without  him !  You  will  find  God 
out  of  Chrift  a  confuming  fire. 

zdly^  ConiSdcr  how  fweet  it  is  to  have  your  hearts 
engaged  to  him,  whofc  heart  was  engaged  to  ap- 
pronch  to  God  for  you :  Why  ?  He  is  before-hand 
with  you  ;  his  heart  was  engaged  to  you  before 
ever  yours  were  engaged  to  him,  yea,  from  aH 
eternity ;  and  you  may  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeaka- 
ble  and  fall  of  glory.  Tho'  your  debt  be  never 
fo  great,  he  is  engaged  to  pay  it  •,  tho'  your  fins  be 
never  fo  heinous,  he  is  engaged  to  pardon  them  j 
tho*  your  corruptions  be  never  fo  ftrong,  he  is  en- 
gaged to  fubdue  them  J  tho'  your  enemies  be 
never  fo  mighty,  he  is  engaged  to  conquer  them ;  and 
tho'  the  promifcs  be  never  fo  precious  in  themfelves, 
and  unlikely  to  he  accomplirfied  to  you,  yet  he  is 
engaged  to  fulfil  them ;  only,  while  you  arc  here, 
on  this  fide  yordan^  he  will  accomplifli  them  in  his 
own  time,  and  in  his  own  meafure,  and  according 
as  your  need,  your  work,  and  his  glory  do  call  for 
it.  Yea,  he  is  engaged  to  perform  all  your  work 
in  you  and  for  you,  and  to  perfedl  ftrength  in  your 
wcaknefs :  He  is  engaged  to  guidfe  you  by  his  coun- 
fel,  and  bring  you  to  his  glory,  and  to  lead  you 
fife  thro'  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death  inta 
Immanueh  land :  He  is^  engaged  for  your  debt,  your 
duty,  your  fafety  and  all.  O  what  a  load-ftone  is. 
this,  to  draw  the  heart,  and  engage  the  afiedtion 
of  any  rational  foul  to  engage  with  one  that  en- 
gages for  all  that  you  need  in  time  and  eternity. 
Why,  fay  you,  but  muft  I  engage  to  do  nothing  ? 
0  that  old  covenant,  do  and  tive^  flicks  faft  with 
you :  7bere^  man  wa^  engaged  to  do  all ;  but  O 
here  Chrift  is  engaged  to  do  all.  Why,  man,  if 
you  can  do  any  thing  wuhout  Chrift,  you  may  try 
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your  hand ;  but  why  will  you  give  Chrift  the  lyc, 
who  fays,  fFitbcut  me  ye  can  do  nothing  ?  And  if 
that  be  a  truth,  O  how  fwcct  is  it  to  have  a  heart 
engaged  to  him,  that  has  engaged  to  do  all  1  Yoa 
may  know  from  your  expericnee,  how  fad  a  thine; 
it  is  to  take  any  part  of  the  engagement  upon  ypur- 
fclf  alone^  and  on  your  own  head :  For  it  never 
j^idcs  a  touch ;  and  when  you  break  your  engage- 
ment, then  you  are  quite  difpirited,.as  if  the  cove** 
pant  of  grace  were  broken  ;  and  thus  you  turn  your 
.covenant  of  duties  to  God's  covenant  of  grace,  and 
U>  the  covenant  of  grace  to  a'  covenant  of  works ; 
and  in  that  cafe,  no  wonder  that  you  find  the  law 
9  hard  and  heavy  taik-niafler.     But  the  covenant  of 
jgrace  is  Chrift's  engaging  to  Ao  all :   It  is  not  a 
bargain  that  God  is  makii^  with  you,  for  he  will 
not  make  a  bargain  with  fuch  as  you.  God  knows 
you  are  a  bargain-breaker  ^  but  it  is  a  bargain  made 
with  Chrift,  wherein  Chrift   hath  engaged  to  God 
to  do  all  for  you,  becaufe   you  can   do  nothing : 
And  now  he  courts  your  heart  to  fall  in  with  this 
device  of  glorious  and  free  grace. 

2diy%  Confider  who  it  is  that  is  courting  your 
heart.  It  is  he  to  wi)om  the  heart  of  God  is  en- 
gaged 5  Behold  my  fervant  whim  I  uphold^  mine 
flcB  in  whom  my  foul  dclightetb.  God's  heart  was 
engaged  to  Chrift  from  eternity,  not  only  becaufe 
be  was  his  eternal  Son,  but  alfo  becaufe  he  en- 
gaged his  heart  to  approach  to  him  on  your  ac- 
count. God's  heart  is  fo  much  engaged  to  him  for 
that  very  reafon,  that  he  declares  three  times,  with 
an  audible  voice  from  heaven.  This  is  my  beloved  in 
vbom  1  am  well  f  leafed  \  and  all  that  he  feeks  is  that 
you  be  well  pleafed  too.  And  O  you  are  ill  to  pleafe, 
if  that  which  pleafes  God,  will  not  pleafe  you ;  and 
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your  heart  is  ill  placed,  if  it  be  not  engaged  to  hiA 
to  whom  God's  heart  is  engaged.  God  the  Father 
put  him  upon  this  work,  out  of  good- will  to  you  i 
lie  caufed  him  to  approach  on  your  account ;  and 
he  is  pleafed  with  his  engagement  and  approach  \ 
and  nothing  in  the  world  will  plcafe  God  fo  much) 
nor  make  him  take  fo  much  pleafure  in  you,  as 
your  being  well  pleafed  with  Chrift  and  his  under- 
taking, fo  as  to  find  your  heart  engaged  to  him 
for  it :  For  then  you  will  pleafe  him  more  than  ever 
your  iins  difpleafed  him  ;  and  you  will  honour  him 
more  than  evct  your  fins  difhonourcd  him :  Yea, 
then  he  will  get  full  fatisfadion  for  all  your  fins ; 
becaufe  that  glorious  engager,  whom  you  clofc  with, 
hath  fully  contented  his  heart ;  and  fo  you  will  fatisfy 
his  juflice  itiore  than  your  eternal  damnation  in 
hell  could  do.  O  the  heart  of  God  is  engaged  to 
him,  and  the  hearts  of  angels  are  engaged  to  him, 
and  the  hearts  of  all  thb  redeemed  arc  engaged  to 
him  :  O  fhall  all  hearts  be  engaged  to  him  but  yours! 
O  there  would  be  a  joy  in  heaven,  and  it  would  be  a 
day  of  the  gladnefs  of  Chrifl's  heart,  and  it  would 
give  a  glad  heart  to  God,  angels  and  faints,  if  your 
hearts  were  engaged  to  Chrift. 

4/%,  Confider  whofe  heart  he  is  courting  :  You 
perhaps  think,  furely  it  will  be  fome  very  good 
heart  that  will  pkafe  him.  Indeed  I  know  none 
that  have  a  good  heart  by  nature ;  and'  yoti  that 
think  you  have  a  good  heart  to  God,  do  but  de- 
ceive yourfelvcs :  But  O  he  is  even  cburtine  the 
love  of  that  heart  that  is  fuU  of  enmity  againft  him ; 
his  love  is  feeking  to  break  your  enmity  this  day. 
What  fort  of  a  heart  have  you,  my  friends?  Be  what 
fort  of  a  heart  if  will,  he  Is  feeking  "it;  My  Sohy 
give  me  thy  hctirt.     Is  it  a  wicked  hearty  and  *a 
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wandrlng  heart,  an  unbelieving  heart,  g  deceitful 
heart?  Is  it  the  heart  of  a  Mamffeb  in  Compa<9: 
with  Satan  ?  Is  it  the  heart  of  a  Mary  Magdalene^ 
out  of  whom  were  caft  feven  devils?  Is  it  the 
worft  heart  in  all  the  world,  and  the  wqrfl  heart 
that  ever  was  in  the  world,  a  hard  heart,  a  ilpu( 
heart,  a  ftony  heart,  a  heart  full  of  hell,  and  a  heart 
like  the  devil  ?  It  is  even  the  heart  that  he  is  feeking 
and  courting  this  day :  He  engages  tq  give  you  a 
new  heart  and  a  new  fpirit ;  and  if  you  fign  his 
engagement  with  your  heart,  faying,  cpntcnt.  Lord; 
he  will  make  your  heart  to  his  mind  by  degrees, 
and  your  heart  fhall  be  according  to  his  heart.  What, 
fay  you,  is  that  poflible,  that  he  is  courting  fuch  a 
heart  as  mine  ?  Would  it  not  be  prefumptipn  for 
fuch  an  one  as  me,  vile,  filthy,  black  and  ugly  me, 
to  expeft  fo  much  good  at  the  hand  of  fuph  an  one 
^  Chrift  ?  What,  man  ?  when  God  calls,  is  it 
prcfumption  in  you  to  anf\yer  his  call?  No,  it  is 
the  greatefl  prefumption  in  the  world  to  fit  his 
call,  and  refufe  his  kind  embraces,  when  he  offers 
to  take  you  into  his  very  heart.  When  Cbrifl:  of- 
fered to  waih Peters  feet,  O  did  it  not  ill  become 
him  to  fay,  LorJ^  thou  JJoalt  never  ivajf)  my  feet  f 

iohn  xiii.  ?•     Be  your  feet  never  fo  foul,  and  your 
eart  never  fo  black,  you  have  the  more  need  to 
Jet  Chrift  wafli  you. 

^thfyy  Co.nfider,  that  the  prefent  opportunity  is 
a  fpecial  feafon  of  letting  out  your  heart  upon  him, 
when  he  is  coming  fo  near  to  you  in  this  work. 
It  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  niifs  the  tide  when  it  is 
flowing.  So.me  of  your  friends  ancj  neighbours  are 
in  eternity,  fince  the  laft  communion  here ;  and 
ou  may  never  hear  another  aftion-fermon  all  your 
ifc :  And  tho'  you  may  hear  other  fcrmons,.  yet 
Bb  3        -^  It 
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it  is  but  now  arid  then  that  thcf  wind  blovtrs,  and 
that  the  fpirit  breathcS  >  arid  it  is  dangerous  to  rc^ 
fift  the  motions  that  would  blow  yoti  into  the  happy 
harbour  of  Chrift's  engaged  heart:    If  there  be 
a  gale  of  hf  aven  iuft  now  blowing,  yet  it  may  be 
over  before  an  hour  b6  paft.      O  (hall  not  your 
heart  be  engaged  urito  Chrift  !  What  if  death  apr 
jiroach  to  you,  and  cut  the  thread  of  your  life  in 
two  ?  O  you  would  be  more  niiferable    than  the 
devil  to  all  eternity  ;  for  he  never  hid  fuch  an  of- 
fer as  this.     Death  is  approaching,  judgment  is  ap- 
proaching, eternity  is  approaching,    and    yet  your 
heart  not  approaching  to  Chrift  j  wO  is  me,  what 
will  come  of  you ! 

6tbfy,   Confidcr,    that  Chrift    hath   fulfilled  his 
tngagepient  to  the  Father  for  you,  by  bringing  in 
cverlafting  righteoufnefs ;  and  God  hath  accepted  it, 
and  is  ^elUpleafed  with  it  as  the  condition  of  the 
covenant,  and  all  the  promifcs  thereof:  And,  upon 
this  account,  the  promife  is  made  to  you,  as  fol- 
lows immediately  upon  the  text,  I  wilt  be ycur  Gcd^ 
andyc  Jkall  be  my  people.    I AVILL,  and  ye  SHALLe, 
is  the  tenor  of  the   promife  3  bccaufe  Chrift  hath 
fulfilled  the  condition  of  it,  fo  as  you  have  nothing 
to  do,  but  to  fay  with  the  heart,  T^hy  ivill  be  done. 
And  if  your  heart   be  engaged  to  him,  and  made 
willing,  the  God  who  commends  Chrift  fo" highly 
to  you  in  the  words  of  the  text,  will  turn  it    over 
to  your  commendation,    faying,    Wko    is  ibis  that 
engaged^  &c.     Now,  fay  not,  that  you  want  fuch 
and  fuch  qualifications  and  conditions  requifite  in 
thefc  that  give  their  heart  and  hand  to  the  Son  of 
God ;  if  your  heart  ftand  off  from  him  on  this  ac- 
count, it  argyes  a  heart  in  league  with  the  law  as 
a  covenant  of  v/orkf;^  which  is  but  a  black  bargain 
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now,  for  any  of  the  fallen  race  of  Adam ;  but  the 
better  tcftament  is  a  better  bargain,  where  Chrift 
hath  engaged  for  all  fully,  and  you  are  only  to  take 
all  freely ;  and  never  a  good  qualincatioi}  will  yoi; 
have  acceptable  to  God,  till  your  heart  be  engaged 
Co  him  whofe  heart  was  engaged  to  give  all.     If 
your  heart  be  not  thus  engaged    to  Chrift,    to  be 
obliged  and  indebted  to  him  for  all,  then,  tho'  you 
had  a  thoufand  times  more  qualifications  than  you 
would  be  at,  yet  you   (hall  go  to  he)l  with  them, 
and  perifti  eternally  :  And  if  your  heart  be  once  en- 
gaged to  Chrift,  then,  tho*  you  had  ten  thoufand 
good  qualifications,  you  will  count  them  all  but  dung 
tor  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  as 
Faul  did.     It  is  faid  of  the  creditor,  concerning  his 
two  debtors,  Luke  vii.  42.     When  they  bad  nothing 
to  pay^  he  frankly  forgave  them  all.     So  long  as  you 
think  you  have  fomething  to  p^y  your  own  debt^ 
or  hope  that  you  (hall  have  fomething  to  make 
payment  with,  you  are  not  in  God's  way  of  for- 
givenefs  \  but  when  you  have  nothing  to  pay,  not 
a  penny  in  your  purfe,  either  to  pay   your  debt  of 
obedience  and  facisfadion  to  the  law  as  a  covenant» 
or  your  debt  of  duty  to  the  law  as  a  rule,  and  are 
content  to  take  a  cautioner,  then  he  frankly  for- 
gives all.     And  fo  the  beft  qualification  is  for  you 
to  fee  that  you  have  nothing,  no  money  nor  money- 
worth,  that  you  may  be  obliged  to  Chrift  for  all. 

What  fay  you,  Man  ?  Is  your  heart  engaged  to 
him?  I  think  fo,  may  fome  fay;  but  it  may  be 
only  a  flafti,  becaufe  I  have  a  deceitful  heart.  Why, 
Man,  be  your  heart  never  fo  deceitful,  yet  if  there 
be  fuch  a  heart-warming  in  your  bfeaft,  as  makes 
you  fubfcribe  to  his  engagement  to  do  all  for  you, 
aad  to  make  you  k>ly  as  well  as  bappy^  and  to  free 
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you  from  fin  as  well  as  from  hell,  if  it  be  focK 
as  makes  you  come  out  of  yourfclf,  faying,  I 
dare  engage  for  nothin^^  but  my  heart  goes  into 
Chrijiy  as  engaging  to  God  for  all ;  Then,  in  God^s 
great  name,  I  will  fay,  it  is  a  good  fla(h  indeed,  even 
a  flafh  of  heavenly  fire,  kindled  at  Chrift's  warm 
heart  towards  you,  which  will  never  cool  to  eter- 
nity, tho'  your  Uve-poal  (hould  come  under  the 
afhes  again. 

What  (hall  I  fay  ?  O,  is  there  any  here,  whofe 
hearts  are  not  yet  engaged  to  Chrift  ?  O  many, 
many  ;  but  wo  is  me  that  there  ftiould  be  any.  O 
drunkard,  fwearcr,  fabbnth-breaker,  whoremonger, 
mocker,  here  is  a  good  bargain  for  you,  even  you 
whom  we  cannot  allow  to  come  to  a  communion* 
\  table ;  yet  we  allow  you,  yea  God  allows  you  and 
commands  you,  and  we  in  his  awful  name  and 
authority  command  you  to  come  to  Chrift,  and 
take  a  full  pardon  of  all  your  fins,  and  fubfcribc  to 
Chrift's  whole  engagement;  and  you  fliall  have 
a  title  not  only  to  the  communion-table  below,  but 
to  the  communion-table  above  that  /hall  never  be 
drawn.  Away,  man,  away  with  all  objeftions 
againft  Chrift :  Let  your  objeftions  be  ten  thou- 
fand  times  more  apd  greater  than  they  are,  there  is 
no  room  for  one  of  them  here ;  for  Chrift*s  engage^ 
ment  to  do  all  things  for  you,  anfwers  all  difficul- 
ties to  you :  AncJ  therefore,  be  ye  never  fuch  an 
incarnate  devil,  there  is  no  objeftion  you  can  make^ 
but  it  is  anfwered  here,  if  your  heart  be  not  en- 
gaged to  fome  other  lovers.  O,  fay  you,  I  have 
pot  power,  I  cannot  get  my  wicked  heart  engaged 
to  him.  O  doleful  and  miferable  cafe !  What  is 
this,  -that  infinite  love  and  everlafting  kindncfs, 
•% flaming  out  of  Chrift -5  heart  upon  you,  capnot  en- 
gage 
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^ge  yowr  heart  unto  him !  O,  is  there  no  power 
in  this  love  ?  Is  not  love  ftrong  as  death,  and  the 
coals  thereof  coals  of  fire,  which  have  a  moft  ve- 
hement flame  ?  O  here  is  a  ftrong  flame  that  is 
able  to  melt  the  hardeft  heart  to  the  fweeteft  con^r 
pliance;  and  therefore,  O  will  you  bring  thefe  ftrong 
cords  of  death  by  which  your  heart  is  held,  bring 
them  to  this  fire,  and  it  will  burn  and  burft  theoi 
afunder.  Do  not  refift  the  powerful  love  and  pre- 
cious grace  of  God,  but  be  content  to  let  it  into 
your  heart,  and  it  will  draw  and  engage  it.  And  * 
therefore  feeing  no  argument  will  do  but  an  ar- 
gument of  power,  and  feeing  almighty  power  ufc8 
to  ride  in  the  chariot  of  this  gofpel  of  grace ;  O 
then,  Will  you  join  with  me,  and  fay,  O  powerftd 
arm  of  JEHOVAH^  come  and  draw^  come  and 
drawi  U  exalted  JESUSy  come  and  draw.  By  the 
power  of  tbyfpirit.  Awake^  O  arm  of  the  Lord,  and 
put  onjlrength,  and  let  the  right  hand  of  the  Lord  do 
gallantly.  Let  all  heart-leagues  with  fufts  and  other 
lovers  than  Chrift  be  broken  this  day,  and  Chrift 
alone  have  the  whole  heart  engaged  to  him ;  and 
let  all  the  people  (zy  Afnen^  fo  be  it,  Lord.  And 
if  your  heart  fay  Amen,  I  hope,  your  heart  is  en- 
gaged and  made  willing  in  a  day  of  power  ^  and  be- 
ing niade  willing  to  come  to  his  Chrift,  you  ftiall  be 
made  welcome  to  come  to  his  table ;  having  figned 
his  engagement  to  approach  to  Gpd  in  your  ftead  to 
do  all  for  you,  you  may  approach  with  boldncfs 
to  God  in  him,  and  expedt  the  fame  welcome 
yrith  your  cautioner  that  goes  before  you.  Who 
fs  this  that  engaged  bis  heart  to  approach  unto  me^ 
faith  the  Lordh     ' 

A  DI3^ 
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NO  W,  my  friends,  after  the  g^eat  work  « 
over,  I  would  afk  you,  (wheuier  you  have 
been  communicants  or  not)  have  your  hearts  been 
engaged  to  Chrift:  this  day,  as  the  glorious  en*> 
gager  and  approacher  to  God  for  you  ?  I  would 
tell  you,  if  your  hearts  have  been  engaged  to  him, 
then  your  hearts  have  been  difengaged  from  all 
things  befides  him  :  Ye  have  been  brought  to 
forfake  your  father's  houfe,  and  the  people  that  are 
yours,  and  to  fay,  Wbai  have  I  to  Jo  any  more  with 
idols?  There  hath  been  a  mutual  donation  betwixt 
Chrift  and  you,  as  man  and  wife  give  up  them- 
felves  to  one  another.  Ye  have  rendered  up  your 
love  to  him,  inflead  of  all  other  lovers  to  whom 
your  hearts  were  engaged  before ;  and  ye  look  up- 
on yourfelves  as  bound  in  love  and  gratitude,  never 
to  give  a  back-look  to  any  other  lover,  fo  long  as 
your  prefent  hufband  lives  5  and  behold  he  lives 
for  ever  and  ever ;  Whereas  your  former  hufband, 
particularly  the  law,  is  dead,  and  ye  are  dead  to 
it,  Rom.  vii.  4.  and  are  to  expeft  nothing  from  it, 
becaufe  you  have  all  and  more  than  all,  in  him  to 
whom  ye.  are  now  engaged,  and  whofe  heart  is 
engaged  to  you.  Yea,  as  ye  have  rendered  up  your 
love  to  him  as  your  hufband,  fo  ye  have  rendered  up 
your  arms  to  him  as  to  your  Lord  :  Ye  have  fur- 
rendered  all  the  weapons  that  have  been  weapons  of 
unrighteoufnefs,  to  be  weapons  of  rightcoufnefs  un- 
to holincfs,  never  to  fight  againft  him  any  more» 
but  r-ather  to  fight  under  his  banner  againft  all  his 

enemies^ 
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enemieS)  efpeciatly  under  fais  banner  of  love ;  for 
the  Love  of  Chrift,  will  coDflrain  you  both  to  work 
and  war.     Now, 

Ft'rfiy  A  word  to  you  whofe  hearts  have  never 
yet  been  .engaged  to  Chrift.     O  .do  ye  know  what 
for  a  cafe  ye  are  in  ?  and  whence  is  it  that  your 
hearts  are  not  engaged  to  Chrift?     Why,  ye  are 
even  ignorant  of  glorious  Chrift :  For  they  that  know 
his  name  will  love  him,  and  put  their  truft  in  him ; 
but  you  are  alienated  from  the  life  of  God  thro*  the 
ignorance  thac  is  in  yoii,  and  enemies  in  your  minds 
by  wicked  works:   Your  carnal  mind  is  enmity 
againft  God,  and  is  not  fubjedt  to  the  law  of  God ; 
and  your  darkned  mind  is  enmity  againft  Chrift,  and 
is  not  fubjcd  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  Thus  ye 
are  enemies  to  the  Lord  of  life,  and  care  not  for  him  to 
be  your  Lord :  Ye  are  enemies^to  the  word  of  life,  and 
care  not  for  that  word  to  be  your  rule :  Ye  are  ene- 
mies to  the  fpirit  of  life,  to  the  grace  of  life,  the  light 
of  life,  and  the  way  of  life :  Ye  are  dead,  and  under 
the  power  of  death  and  of  fin,  under  the  power  of 
fecurity  and  heart-obduration,  having  no  favour  of 
Chrift  about  you ;  under  the  power  of  a  fordid  choice, 
whereby  ye  fct  up  the  bafeft  of  objecfts  above  out 
Lord  and  Mafter,  whom  yet  the  tongues  of  Sera- 
phims  are  not  worthy  to  adore :   Behold,  ye  are 
choofing  feme  bafe  lufts  and  idols  in  his  room,  or 
elfe  infolently  capitulating  with  him  upon  the  moft 
ignoble  and  ignominious  terms,  to  engage  your  heart 
to  him  and  to  your  lufts^  both  to  him  and  to  the 
world,   to  him  and   to  other  lovers  to  be  hug- 
ged in  jput  bofoms  with  him,  as  if  he  were  a  mi- 
nifter  of  fin,  and  a  flave  to  ferve  your  lufts  ;  or  at 
bcft,  ye  put  him  off  with  trifling  delays  from  your 
heartj  aqd  kt  him  ftanc)  at  the  door  and  knock, 

without 
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v^ithout  ever  having  your  heart  engaged  to  come 
to  hirn,  or  to  let  him  come  to  you.  Well,  is  that 
the  matter  with  yoii  ?  What  is  this  that  thou  art 
doing,  poor  foul  ?  Shall  there  be  no  gathering  of 
the  people  to  Sbilob  for  your  part  ?  Shall  never  our 
Lord's  ;train  and  retinue  be  any  whit  the  more  for 
you  ?  What,  (hall  he  have  no  train  ?  Glory  to  him, 
that  he  will  have  a  retinue  to  attend  him,  and  no 
thanks  to  you  ;  there  (hall  be  a  number  to  follow 
the  Lamb  to  heaven,  tho*  ye  (hould  follow  the  De- 
vil to  hell.  But  O,  may  I  yet  befpeak  you  in  the 
name  of  Jefus?  And,  O  Jefus,  may  I  beg  thy  leave 
to  be  thy  fpokefman,  to  tell  them  thy  words }  And 
now,  fince  he  hath  fet  me  here,  and  given  me  leave 
to  fpeak  for  him,  I  mufl  tell  you  fome  of  his  words 
to  you. 

And,  Firfi^  I  will  tell  you  what  is  his  complatmng 
"word  upon  you  ;  Te  will  not  come  to  me^  that  ye 
might  have  life :  All  day  long  have  I  Jlretcbed  forth 
my  bands  to  a  difobedient  and  gainfaying  people. 

Againy  I  will  tell  you  what  is  his  lamenting  word 
over  you,  O  Jerufalem^  Jerufalem ;  O  Dumferm-^ 
line,  Dumfermline,  how  often  would  1  have  gathered 
you  as  a  hen  doth  her  chickens  under  her  wings^  but 
you  would  noty  you  would  not  I 

Again^  I  would  tell  you  what  is  his  ajlonijbing 
wordy  Be  ajiomjhedy  O  heavens^  at  this^  and  be  bor-^ 
ribly  afraid;  for  my  people  have  committed  tWQ 
great  evils^  they  have  forfaken  me  the  fountain  of^ 
living  waters^  and  hewn  out  to  themfelves  broken 
cijierns  that  can  bold  no  water :  They  rcjcdl  fiil- 
nefs  itfelf,  and  turn  to  an  empty  worlds  as  if  it 
were  their  heaven  and  their  happinefs. 

Further^  I  muft  tell  you  what  is  his  weeping 
wordy  and  O  (hall  he  weep  alone,  and  nope  drop  ;i 

•  teaf 
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tear  with  him,  while  he  is  grieved  at  the  hard- 
tiefs  of  your  heart,  and  with  the  tear  in  his  eye 
weeping  over  the  city,  and  faying,  O  if  thou  hadft 
known  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  that  belong  to 
thy  peace  !   but  the  time  approaches  when  they 
(hall  be  hid  from  thine  eyes ;  the  time  of  defola- 
tion  is  coming,  becaufe  thou  knoweft  not  the  time 
bf  thy  vifitation.     Do  ye  expecft  that  thefe  days 
will  always  laft  with  you,  and  that  you  will  never  be 
deprived  of  fermons,  and  miniflers,  and  facramentsP 
Nay,  they  (hall  be  hid  from  your  eyes.     Your  fa- 
thers, where  are  they  ?   And  the  prophets  do  they 
live  for  ever !   Nay,  fince  the  laft  communion  here,! 
one  of  our  dear  helpers  in  this  prelbytery,  from 
-whofe  lips  you  ufed  to  hear  the  joyful  found, 
is  gone  away  to  the  communion-table  above ;   and 
^lory  to  God,  that  he  got  a  full  gale  of  heavenly 
wind,  to  drive  him  in  with  holy  joy  and  triumph 
to  the  harbour  of  glory.   Bijt  now,  O  finners,  have 
ye  no  regard  to  Chrift  weeping  over  you,  and  fay- 
ing, O  if  ye  knew  the  day  of  your  vifitation,  be- 
fore the  fhadows  of  the  everlafting  evening    be 
drawn  upon  you !  and  O  that  you  knew  the  things 
that  belong  to  your  peace,  before  they  be  hid  from 
your  eyes! 

But  again,  I  muft  tell  you  what  is  his  wrathful 
and  tbreatning  word.  If  you  believe  not  that  I  am 
he^  ye  (liall  die  in  your  ^ns ;  and  how  (hall  ye 
cfcape,  if  ye  negle£t  fo  great  a  falvation !  If  they 
^leaped  not  who  refufed  him  that  fpake  on  earth, 
TOUch  more  fliall  we  not  efcape,  if  we  turn  away 
:  from  him  that  fpeaketh  from  heaven. 

And  O,  what  if  it  come  to  his  farewel  word! 

t  go  my  way,  and  ye  (hall  fee  me  no  more  till  he 

*  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  every  eye  (hall 

fee 
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fee  him ;  and  then  you  will  come  to  that  word  with 
k,  who  live  aiid  die  with  a  heart  never  engaged  to 
him :  you  will  come,  I  fay»  to  that  word  with  it,  0 
mcuntains  and  bills  fall  upon  us^  and  bide  us  from  the 
face  cf  the  Lanib. 

And  how  dreadful  will  his  hfi  v)ord  be  to  you^ 
depart  from  me  ye  curfed^  into  everlajling  fre^  pre* 
pared  for  the  de^al  and  bis  angels  !  Yc  did  cat  and 
drink  in  my  houfe,  and  at  my  table,  but  I  know 
you  not,  depart  from  me :  Yc  adventured  to  ap^ 
proach  to  my  tabic;  but  your  hearts  were  not  en- 
gaged to  approach  to  me ;  nay,  your  hearts  departed 
from  me  y  therefore  depart  with  a  vengeanccj  D^- 
part  from  me  ye  curfcd. 

But  becaufe  it  is  not  come  to  that  with  you  as 
yet ;  nay,  it  is  yet  a  day  of  fiilvation :  I  woujd  tell 
you  next,  his  expojiulating  word^  or  his  intreating 
wordi  he  would  ikin  take  his  word  of  wrath  again , 
that  ye  whofe  hearts  are  faying,  Away  witb  bim^ 
may  yet  take  your  word  again  :  He  is  faying,  l^by 
will  ye  die,  O  boufe  of  JJrael?  Ai  1  live,  I  have  no 
pleajiire  in  your  aeatb-,  O  tarn  ye,  turn. ye:  Comc» 
come,  the  door  is  yet  open,  the  door  of  falvation 
,  is  cad  up  wide  to  the  walls,  that  ye  may  all  run 
in  J  the  draw-bridge  of  mercy  is  not  yet  taken  up, 
the  day  of  mercy  is  prefcnt,  the  day  of  judgment 
is  but  coming,  and  now  I  am  looking  to  you,  and 
ye  are  looking  to  me  >  and  if  ye  be  not  looking  on 
me,  ye  that  are  behind  the  pillars  and  galkdcs 
there,  I  hope  ye  are  hearing  me  :  And  there- 
fore, in  the  view  of  that  awful  day,  when  wc  (hajl 
fee  and  hear  at  another  rate,  beforfe  the  flamiog 
tribunal,  I  take  witneiTes  here,  in  prefence  of  the 
great  God,  and  all  this  numerous  company,  that;  I 
am  giving  you  a  new  offer  of  Chrift,  as  an  cngagjcr 
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to  do  all  for  you  ;  and  that  if  you  will  but  confent 
to  take  him  and  give  him  employment,  yea,  that 
if  you  do  not  rejeft  him,  you  (hall  have  him.  None 
here  (hall  have  it  to  fay,  they  got  nothing  at  this 
communion :  For  lo,  you  have  got  an  offer  of 
Chrift ;  and  if  you  go  away  without  him,  and  live 
and  die  without  him,  we  (hail  be  witnefTes  againft 
one  another  at  the  great  day  of  his  appearance.  O 
now  is  the  acceptable  time,  &c.  O,  are  ye  pleafed? 
Are  your  hearts  pleafed  with  one  to  be  a  cautioner 
for  you,  to  (ave  you  both  from  fin  and  hell,  and 
that  will  engage  for  debt,  and  duty,  and  fafety, 
and  pave  your  way  for  approaching  to  God's  glo- 
rious prefence  for  ever  ?  Will  ye  have  him  for  your 
head  and  captain  ?  I  allude  to  the  words  of  yefb^ 
tbab^  Jud.  xi.  9.  If  I  fight  for  you,  and  prevail^ 
fkall  1  be  your  bead?  O  yes,  yes,  fay  they  ;  well,  fo 
fays  Chrift  to  you,  if  I  engage  to  fatisfy  juftice  for 
you,  and  anfwer  all  law-demands  for  you,  and 
take  away  all  your  fins,  and  fight  all  your  battles^ 
and  do  aD  your  'work  in  you  a?id  for  you ;  (hall  I  be 
your  head  ?  O  is  your  beart  engaged  to  fay,  yes  ?  O 
my  friends,  old  and  young,  that  are  here,  do 
your  hearts  fay,  Amen^  Amen^^  content  to  have 
him  as  a  prophet,  to  take  away  the  darkncfs  of  my 
mind;  content  to  have  him  as  a  prieft,  to  take 
away  the  guilt  of  all  my  fins ;  and  content  to  have 
him  as  a  king,  to  take  away  the  power  of  all  my  lufts 
and  idols,  and  to  make  me  holy  and  happy  in  himfelf, 
that  his  name  may  be  glorified  in  me,  and  his  grace 
magnified  for  ever  ?  O  then,  I  hope,  the  day  of 
falvation  is  begun,  that  (hall  be  celebrated  with  joy 
to  eternity.  Therefore,  let  me  clofe  with  a  word, 
in  the  next  place, 

2dly,  To 
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2,dly^  To  you  whofe  hearts  are  engaged  to  the 
Lord  Jefus,  whether  you  have  been  communi- 
cants or  not ;  and  becaufe  fome  fuch  may  be  in 
doubts  whether  ever  they  have  believed  in  Chrift 
truly  and  favingly.  Why,  if  your  hearts  be  truly  en- 
caged to  Chrifl,  never  make  a  queflion  about  your 
oelieving  ^  for  a  heart  engaged  to  him  is  the  beft 
Relieving  in  the  world,  Rom.  x.  lo.  With  the  heart 
man  believeth .  unto  righteoufnefs ;  and  if  your  doubt 
remain,  the  beft  way  of  getting  it  refolved,  is,  to 
let  your  heart  go  out  upon  him  anew,  as  the  gl(>- 
rious  engager  and  approacher  to  God  in  your  room. 
Are  ye  afraid  you  come  fliort  of  heaven  ?  So  yc 
may  indeed,  unlefs  Chrift  had  engaged  to  bring 
you  there ;  but  if  you  lay  ftrefs  upon  his  engage- 
ment, there  is  no  fear.  Are  you  afraid  you  come 
fhort  of  duty?  So  you  may  if  you  be  the  only 
engager;  but  will  you  truft  Chrift  for  nothing f 
Where  is  your  faith  in  his  engagement,  to  do  all 
for  you  and  in  you  ?  What  may  fome  fay,  would  you 
have  us  all  to  turn  AntviomianSy  to  do  nothing,  and 
engage  to  do  nothing,  but  truft  all  to  Chrift  ?  The 
Lord  pity  a  poor  deluded  world  that  is  wedded  to 
a  covenant  of  works.  Will  you  tell  me,  Man,  h 
that  Antinomianifm,  to  come  out  of  yourfelf  to  Cbrsjl 
for  righteoufnefs^  to  anfver  all  the  demands  of  the 
law  as  a  covenant  of  works ;  and  to  come  out  of  youn 
felf  to  Chriji  for  firengtb^  to  anfwer  all  the  command^ 
of  the  law  as  a  rule  rf  life  and  holinefs^  and  fo  to  en* 
gage  for  nothing  in  your  own  perfon  alone  ^  becaufe  God 
cannot  truft  your  peffonal  bond^  but  to  take  Chrijl  for 
your  cautioner^  and  to  lay  Jirefs  on  his  engagement^ 
And  feeing  you  cannot  approach  to  a  holy  and  juft 
G(>d  in  yourfelf,  to  look  to  Chrift  as  the  firft  ap- 
proacher for  you,  and  then  to  approach  to  God  ia 
/  4  t-^* 
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.  If  you  thus  engage  upon  Chrift's  head,  ac- 
ing  to  his  proiiiife,  then  engage  to  what  yoii 
;  and  if  you  approach  to  God  in  his  own  name^ 

you  may  approach  with  boldnefs. 

you  think  of  engaging  in  your  own  name  and 
>n,  and  of  approaching  in  your  own  name  and 
5n,  that  is  the  old  covenant-way  of  engaging 
approaching;  and  therefore  no  wonder  then, 
lat  be  your  way,  that  you  be  overwhelmed 
\  fears  and  doubts,  and  difcouragen^ents. 
ut  let  gallant  faith  come  in  and  fay,  Chrift  hath 
iged,  and  therefore  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
:  to  him  for  ail,  and  in  the  ufe  of  means  de- 
1   upon  him ;  Chrift  hath  approached  befofe 

and  therefore  iipon  the  red  carpet  of  his  juftice- 
fying  blood,  ril  go  into  the  holy  of  holies, 
\  into  the  prefence  of  a  juft  and  holy  God.  O 
5  you  thus  approached  to  God  at  this  occafion  ? 
low  not,  fay  ye  ?  I  would  be  glad  to  know. 
y,  if  ye  would  judge  of  your  approach  to  God 
[thrift,  judge  of  your  approach,  not  by  the 
fure  of  it;  for  believers  are  permitted  only 
etimes,  as  it  were,  to  wafh  his  feet  with  their 
5,  like  Mary\  though  at  other  times  they  may 
allowed  to  lie  in  his  bofom,  like  the  beloved 
iple.  Judge  not  of  your  approach,  by  the  mat- 
Df  that  which  he  gives  you  5  for  fometimes  you 
^  be  feeking  one  things  and  he  may  give  ano- 

:  It  may  be  ye  were  feeking  a  feaft  of  joy  s 
if  he  hath  given  you  a  feaft  of  godly  forrow, 
:  is  as  good  for  you.  Judge  not  of  your  ap- 
ich  by  your  former  •  experiences :  It  may  be, 
nerly  you  have  been  like  a  lamb  in  his  bofom, 
ng,  under  a  fenfe  of  his  love,  Tfoi  is  my  be-^ 
i  \  and  now,  perhaps,  you  muft  lie  like  a  dog 
^oL.II.  Cc  u; 
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at  his  feet,   faying,  under   a  fenfe  of  (in,  Trutb^ 
Lord^  I  am  a  dog :  Well,  that  is  a  token  of  more 
a  coming.    Judge  not  of  your  approach  by  your 
own  fenie  and  apprehenfion ',  for  David  was  not  in 
a  defperate  cafe  when  he  was  crying,  as  PfaL  ziii. 
1.  How  long  wilt  thou  forget  tne^  OZord^  for  evert 
Hm  long  wilt  thou  hide  thy  face  from  me?  When 
your  longings  are  increased,  though  your  ftrength 
be  fmall,  yet  it  is  a  notable  feaft  >  for  he  will  ia- 
tisfy  the  longing  foul,  and  fill  the  hungry  with  good 
things.     Be  thankful  if  you  get  as  much  as  keeps 
your  foul  in  life>  tho'  you  don't  get  much.   Know, 
that  though  he  will  be  faithful  to  the  accomplifb* 
ment  of  all  his  promifes,  and  to  do  all  that  he  hath 
engaged  for,  yet  the  times  and  feafons  are  in  hb 
hand,  aad  he  hath  his  own  meafnre  of  commu-- 
nication  ;  if  fome  of  you  received  what  you  would 
be  at,  you  would  grow  really  giddy,  and  be  ready 
to  cry  with  Peter^  It  is  good  for  us  to  be  bercy  and 
forget  the  other  work  that  God  hath  for  you  in  the 
world.     He  is  engaged  by    promife ;    but   know 
moreover,  that  he  accomplices  his  promife  accord- 
ing to  your  need,  and  h  is  for  your  good  and  advan^ 
tage,  and  according  as'he  hath  work  and  buiinefe 
to  put  in  your  hand.     Now,  fome  here,  I  hope, 
have  got  their  hearts  engaged  to  approach  to  a  God  in 
Chrift,  upon  the  ground  of  Chrift's  engagement  to 
approach  to  God  in  their  room ;  and  1  hope  they 
can  fay  it  with  holy  confidence,  that  their  hearts  have 
been  drawn,  and  they  have  been  caufed  to  approach 
to  God :  And   if  fo,  then,    I  hope,  you  can  fay 
of  the  water  of  the   well   of  falvation,  O  fwcer, 
fweet !  O  how  fweet  are  thy  words  to  my  tafte ! 
fweeter  than  honey   to  my  mouth !  And  that  all 
other  things  in  a  world,  are  but  empty  trafli,  loft 

and 
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Qhd  dung,  in  comparifon  of  himi     O  the  gallant 
fops  of  the  world  would  think  fhame  of  themfelves, 
if  they  knew   how   much   contempt   the  poorcft 
faints  on  earth  do  pour  tipon  them,  and  all  earthly 
glory  and  gallantry,  when  they  get  near  to  God ! 
Surely,    if  you  have    attained  this  approach  to  a 
God  in  Chrift,  it  hath  brought  you  to  a  great  won- 
dring  at  the  grace  of  God.     O  what  am  I  ?  and 
Hvhat  is  my  lather's  houfe  ?  Why   did  he  pafs  by 
my  neighbour,  my  hufband,    my  wife,    my  bro- 
Iher,  my  lifter,  and  fix  his  love  upon  me  the  vileft 
of  them  all  ?  It  hath  brought  you  to  great  humi- 
lity and  abafement ;  Now  mine  eyes  fee  tbee^  tbere^^ 
fore  I  abhor  myfelf  &c.     And  alfo  to  a  great  long- ' 
ing  after  more   fellowfliip    and   communion  with 
him ;  O  when  wilt  thou  come  unto  me  !  0  wbenjhall 
I  come  and  appear  before  thee  !  O  to  depart  in  peace, 
for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thyfahation  !  O  to  be  among 
the  four  and  twenty  elders  that  are  before  the  throne  I 

0  to  be  drinking  at  the  fountain-head !  Why,  what 
means  this  language,  poor  foul  ?  It  feems  you're 
juft  lying  in  his  lap  ;  He  hath  loved  you  with  an  ever^ 
lafting  IcFve^  and  therefore  with  loving'-kindnefs  hath  he 
drawn  yoti :  His  heart  is  engaged  to  you,  and  your 
heart  is  engaged  to  him  ;  the  Tpirit  hath  been  fent 
to  knit  Chrirt's  heart  and  your  heart  together,  and 
the  knot  fhall  never  be  loofcd ;  Him  that  cometb, 

1  will  in  no  wife  cafi  out.  And  now  that  he  is  en- 
gaged to  do  all  for  you,  O  does  not  equity  and  gra-- 
titude  require,  that  you  be  wholly  engaged  to  him,  and 
that  for  ever  ?  Let  your  hearts  be  more  engaged  to 
him  than  ever  ?  Let  your  affcdions  be  engaged  to , 
love  him ;  let  your  wills  be  engaged  to  obey  him 
in  his  preceptive  and  providential  will  j  let  your 
thoughts  be  engaged  to  think  upon  him  and  his 

C  c  2  loving- 
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loving- kindnefs ;  let  your  tongues  be  engaged  to 
fpeak  to  his  praife,  In  its  temple  Jball  every  onejpeak 
^his  glory ;  let  your  whole  life  be  engaged  to  his 
fervicei  and  all  fo  engaged  as  to  depend  on  him  for 
all.  He  hath  engaged  for  all,  that  you  may  depend 
on  him  for  all ;  and  all  the  fervice  you  perform 
will  be  vain  and  to  no  purpofe,  unlefs  it  be  done 
in  the  faith  of  his  engagement  to  do  all  in  you  and 
for  you.  The  believer  hath  two  hands,  the  one  a 
holding  hand,  and  the  other  a  working  hand ;  like 
a  woman  fpinning  at  the  wheel,  (to  ufe  a  homely 
£mile)  the  one  hand  holds  the  thread  and  draws 
it  down,  and  the  other  hand  goes  round  and  fets 
about  the  wheel  j  now,  if  flie  do  not  hold  the 
thread  conflantly  with  the  one  hand,  it  is  to  no  pur- 
pofe tho'  the  other  hand  go  round  with  the  wheel : 
Even  fo  it  is  here ;  the  one  hand  of  the  believer  is 
the  hand  of  faith,  whereby  he  takes  faft  hold  of 
Chrift,  and  draws  grace  and  virtue  from  him ;  the 
other  is  the  hand  of  obedience  and  fervice,  which 
is  accepted  only  in  Chrift,  and  upon  the  (core  of 
his  engaging  for  all,  and  to  do  all  our  work  in  us 
and  for  us.  Now,  if  the  hand  of  faith  let  go  the 
hold  of  Chrift,  fo  as  not  to  draw  virtue  from  him, 
nor  depend  upon  his  engagement,  it  is  in  vain  that 
tliC  other  hand  of  obedience  and  fervice  does  go  its 
round  j  but,  when  faith  keeps  faft  hold  of  Chrift's 
engagement,  then  there  is  profitable  fervice  and  ac- 
ceptable obedience ;  for  we  are  accepted  in  the  be- 
loved. Let  faith  take  a  view  daily  of  your  privi- 
leges in  Chrift  ;  O  how  ftrengthning  for  your  work 
and  warfare  would  it  be  to  you,  if  you  had  the  live- 
ly faith  of  his  engagement !  It  would  make  you 
approach  to  God  in  every  duty  with  boldnefs,  did 
)ou  believe  that  his  honour  is  engaged  for  your 

through- 
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igh-bearing, . till  you  get  to  glory;  that  his 
fulnefs  is  engaged^  his  power  is  engaged,  his 
;  is  engaged,  his  truth  is  engaged,  his  credit 
the  ftake ;  for  he  jiath  faid,  /'//  never  leave 
nor  forfake  thee ;  /  will  put  my  fpirit  within 

and  caufe  thee  to  walk  in  myjiatutes:  Is  he 
engaged  ?  Then  let  faith  keep  a  faft  hold  of 
ngagement;  and  when  faith  is  like  to  lofe  the 

remember,  that  he  who  hath  engaged  for 
'  thing  that  concerns  you,  hath  ehgaged  for 
too,  having  promifed  to  keep  your  i&ith  that  it 
ot,  and  to  keep  you  by  his  power  thro*  feith  to 
ion.  Therefore,  in  the  want  of  faith,  look  to  his 
;ement  for  it  \  and  in  the  weaknefs  of  faith,  look 
s  engagement  to  ftrengthen  it  i  and  in  the  trial 
ith,  look  to  his  engagement  to  fupport  it.  Let 
our  faith  depend  upon  your  faith,  but  your 

and  dependance  be  wholly  on  Chrift,  for  all 
you  need  with  refpeft  to  work  and   warferc, 

or  difficulty,  foul  or  body,  grace  or  glory, 
or  eternity;  then  will  God  put  your  name 
[thrift's  together,  faying,  Who  is  this  that  w 
i  his  heart  to  approach  unto  me? 
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The  gradual  conqueft :  Or,  Heaven  woa 
by  little  and  little. 

Two    SERMONS    preached    at    Camoci^ 
JulyiAy  1727. 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ralph  Erskine. 

D  E  V  T.  vii.  22. 

'And  the  Lord  tby   God  mU  put  mt  tbefe  maim 
before  tbee  by  little  and  little. 

YOU  that  have  been  right  communicants  at 
this  occafion,  you  have  been  upon  the  field 
of  battle,  fighting  in  the  name  and  Arength  of  tho 
Lord  againft  your  fpiritual  enemies ;  what  viOtoij 
you  have  got,  I  cannot  tell :  But  fome  may  per- 
haps be  faying,  O I  find  my  enemies  to  be  yet  ftrong 
and  mighty,  iniquities  prevail  againft  me,  and  I 
fear  I  {hall  never  attain  to  the  fiill  pofieffion  of  the 
heavenly  Canaan^  there  are  fo  many  and  ftrong 
nations  of  enemies  in  the  way  which  I  cannot  get 
conquered.  To  fuch  as  may  be  thus  exercifedj 
the  words  of  my  text  may  be  welcome  news,  7be 
Lord  tby  God  will  put  out  tbefe  nations  before  tbee  by 
little  and  little.  We  have  here  God's  promife  to 
Ifrael  of  old,  concerning  their  being  brought  to  the 
poffeflion  of  the  earthly  Canaan^  which  you  know 
was  a  type  of  the  heavenly  Canaan  3  and,  left  they 

(hould 
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Should  be  difcouraged  by  the  difficulty  of  the  con« 
queft,  (o  many  enemies  being  in  the  way,  he  ani- 
mates them  againft  the  greateft  difcouragement.  i. 
If  they  objeAed  the  number  of  their  enemies,  and: 
their  ftrength  3  be  anfwers  that  objedion,  ver.  17, 
18.  He  had  deftroyed  greater  enemies  than  thefe 
for  them ;  and  he  that  had  done  the  greater,  would 
eafily  do  the  leis ;  he  that  began  the  work  would 
finifh  it.  z.  If  they  objeded  The  weaknefs  of  their 
own  ftrength  and  forces,  he  anfwers  that  objedibn, 
ver  J  20,  21.  Their  greateft  encouragement  was» 
that  they  had  God  among  them,  a  mighty  God, 
and  terrible ;  and  if  God  be  with  us,  if  God  be 
for  us,  we  need  not  fear  the  power  of  any  creature 
againft  us.  3.  If  they  objeded  the  flow  progrefs 
of  their  arms,  and  feared  that  the  Canaanites  would 
never  be  fubdued,  if  they  were  not  expelled  at  the 
firft ;  to  this  it  is  anfwered,  in  the  words  of  our 
text,  The  Lord  thy  God  will  put  out  thefe  nations 
by  little  and  little.  Where  you  may  obfcrve  two 
things,  (i.)  Ifraer%  enemies  defcribcd ;  they  arc 
called  nations^  becaufe  of  their  multitude  and  power. 
(2.)  IfraeFs  conqueft ;  The  Lord  thy  God  will  pjut 
them  out  before  thee  by  little  and  little.  Where  you 
may  obfcrve  both  tho  glorious  conqueror,  and  the 
manner  of  the  conqueft. 

ly?,  T\it  conqueror  h  GoA^  defcribed  byhisfo- 
vereignty  over  them,  the  Lord ;  and  by  his  proprie- 
ty in  them,  thy  God.  He  it  is  that  fights  their 
battles. 

2dly^  The  manner  of  the  conqueft  :  He  will  do, 
it,  I.  Effectually  \  He  wi/ put  them  out.  2.  'Re- 
markably ;  He  will  put  them  out  before  thee.  3 .  Gra-- 
dually^  which  is  the  fpecial  thing  here  noticed  in  the 
manner  of  the  conqueft,  namely,  by  little  and  little^ 

C  c  4  The 
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The  fame  you  read,  Exod.  xxiii.  29,  30.  The  wit 
dom  of  God  is  to  be  remarked  in  the  gradual  .con- 
queft  of  his  peoples  enemies ;  and  it  is  in  real  kind- 
nefs  to  the  church,  that  her  enemies  are  fubdued  by 
little  and  little. 

Now,  Ifrael  being  typical  of  the  church ;  and 
the  land  of  Canaan  typical  of  heaven ;  and  l^raeh 
conquefl  over  the  nations,  their  enemies,  typical  of 
the  Spiritual  conqueft  of  the  Lord's  people  over  their 
fpiritual  enemies;  and  the  manner  of  God's  dealing 
u^ith  them  for  the  moft  part  typical  of  the  way  <tf 
God's  dealing  with  his  people  in  all  ages:  TherelFore 
I  would  deliver  to  you  the  gofpel  of  this  text,  and 
open  it  in  this  one  dodlrinal  obfervation  : 

Tiat  as  the  true  Ifrael  of  Gad  have  nations  of  ene^- 
mies  in  their  way  to  the  poffeffionof  the  beawnfy  Ca^ 
ruian ;  fa  the  Lord  their  God  will  conquer  tbefe  nations 
hy  little  and  little. 

I  fhall  endeavour  to  open  and  confirm  this  doc- 
trine in  the  following  method,  i.  Inquire  who  arc 
the  true  Ifrael  of  God.  2.  Speak  a  little  of  the 
heavenly  Canaan^  which  they  will  be  brought  to  the 
polTelTion  of.  3.  Inquire  what  nations  of  enemies 
they  have  in  their  way.  And,  4.  Speak  a  little  of 
the  conqueror,  the  Lord  their  God.  5.  The  man- 
ner of  the  conqueft,  his  putting  them  out  before 
them  by  little  and  little.  6.  The  reafon  of  this  gra- 
dual conqueft,  7.  Make  application.  And  in  all 
thefc  I  fhall  endeavour  as  much  brevity  as  poflible. 
Mean  time,  look  to  the  Lord,  that  he  would  give 
fomc  word  with  power,  and  with  a  bleffing, 

FIRST  HEAD. 
T:ht  frjl  thing,  Who  are  the  true  Ifrael  of  God. 
to  whom  this  promife  is  made  In  the  myftical  and 

fpiritual 
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fpiritual  fcnfc  of  it  s   They  are  not  all  Ifrael  that  are 
of  Ifracl. 

1,  The  true  Ifrael oi  God,  whom  he  will  bring 
to  the  heavenly  Canaan^  are  a  people  whom  he  hath 
fet  apart  for  himfelf,  and  feparated  from  the  reft  of. 
the  world,  as  Ifrael  was.  The  true  Ifrael  arc  fet 
apart,  not  only  by  election  from  eternity,  but  by 
effedual  calling  in  time.  '  As,  in  the  firft  creation^ 
God  feparated  the  light  from  the  darknefs^  and  made 
the  one  day^  and  the  other  night  i  fo,  in  efieSoal 
calling,  he  feparates  the  eleft  from  others,  as  light 
from  darknefs :  He  leaves  the  reft  of  the  world 
buried  in  their  own^'obfcurity,  and  makes  the  others 
children  of  light.  By  efFedual  calling  they  get  con- 
vincing grace,  others  are  left  ftupid  and  feared  s  they 
get  enlightening  grace,  and  others  are  left  in  the  dark ; 
they  get  renewing  grace,  and  others  are  left  in  their 
enmity ;  they  get  perfuading  and  enabling  grace  to 
believe,  others  are  left  in  their  unbelief,  and  remain 
children  of  difobedience  and  unperfuadablenefs:  This 
people  have  I  formed  for  myfelf  &c.     Hence, 

2.  The  true  Ifrael  of  God  are  a  people  whom  he 
hath  brought  out  of  Egypt  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  as  ^ 
rael  was  in  a  temporal ;  and  that  with  a  high  hand, 
and  outft retched  arm.  He  hath  brought  them 
out  of  the  Egypt  of  a  natural  ftate,  and  out  of  the 
houfe  of  bondage  ^  from  their  natural  bondage  to 
fin  and  Satan,  their  bondage  to  the  law  as  a  covenant 
of  works,  putting  them  to  the  hard  taik  and  into- 
lerable labour  of  doing  for  life ;  a  tafk  much  worfc 
than  the  Egyptian  bondage,  of  making  bricks  with- 
out ftraw :  He  has  brought  them,  I  fay,  out  of  the 
houfe  of  bondage  with  a  high  hand  ;  no  power  in 
the  world  being  able  to  loofe  their  bonds,  if  the 
power  of  a  God  hi^d  not  been  put  forth  for  thi^t 
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.  end.  Th^  are  a  people  redeemed,  not  only  by  the 
price  of  the  mediator's  blood,  but  alfo  by  the  power 
of  his  fpirit :  by  his  power  he  hath  begun  to  pl^ue 
thdr  enemies,  and  to  drown  them  in  the  red-fea 
of  his  Uood  $  for  they  wercame  by  the  AloaJ  of  the 
Lamb. 

3^  The  trae  Jfrael<>i  God  are  a  people  acquainted 
vnth  travelling  in  the  wilderneis,  from  Sinai  to  Zion^ 
Mlfraei  was ;  I  mean,  from  the  law  to  the  gofpel, 
from  the  covenant  of  works  to  the  covenant  of 
grace.  As  Ifrael  at  Sinai  was  amazed  at  the  fight 
of  God  appearing  in  his  terrible  majefty,  and  after- 
wards were  brought  into  covenant  with  him ;  fo 
the  true  Ifrael  of  God  are  a  people  that  have  been 
humbled  with  the  views  of  God*s  holinefs  and  in- 
finite juftice  in  the  command  and  threatning  of  the 
law,  and  been  made  to  flee  for  refuge  to  the  hope 
fet  before  them  in  the  gofpel  covenant ;  they  have 
conoe  from  Sinai  to  Zion^  to  Jefus  the  mediator  of 
the  new  covenant  and  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling. 

4.  The  true  Jfrael  of  God  are  a  people  acquainted 
with  the  conduA  of  the  pillar  of  cloud  and  of  fire, 
as  Ifrael  was ;  I  niean,  they  have  gotten  the  fpirit  of 
Chrift  to  be  their  guide  in  the  way  to  Canaan  :  If 
any  man  have  not  the  fpirit  ofCbrifi^  he  is  none  of  bis ; 
and  if  any  man  have  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  guided 
thereby,  and  led  into  all  truth,  and  out  of  all  the 
paths  of  damnable  error.  There  is  a  leading  of  the 
fpirit  by  a  fecret  invifible  hand,  and  by  the  means 
of  the  word,  that  all  the  Ifrael  of  God  are  partakers 
of  even  a  voice  behind  them,  faying,  this  is  the 
way,  and  that  is  not  the  way  j  and  all  his  (hecp 
know  his  voice. 

5.  The  true  Ifrael  of  God  are  a  people  fed  with 
Manna  from  heaven  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  as  Ifrael 

was 
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was  in  another  fenfe :  They  are  a  people  that  eat 
the  bidden  manna  \  they  have  bread  to  eat>  the  world 
knows  not  of,  even  the  bread  of  life  that  came  down 
from  heaven :  They  live  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God^ 
Chrift  is  the  Jlpba  and  Omega  of  their  life,  the  food 
find  medicine  of  their  life,  the  reftorer  and  preferver 
of  their  life ;  they  cannot  live  without  him.  The 
worldling  lives  upon  his  riches,  the  carnal  man  lives 
upon  his  lufts,  hypocrites  live  upon  their  profeflion, 
legalifts  live  upon  their  duties ;  but  the  true  J^rad 
ct  God  live  in  the  way  of  duty,  upon  Chrift  him- 
felf,  as  their  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fandtification 
and  redemption.  If  I  have  any  wifdom,  Chrift 
is  my  wifdom  ;  if  any  righteoufnefs,  Chrift  is  my 
righteoufnefs  j  If  any  holinefs,  Chriftjs  my  fanfti- 
fication :  Chrift  is  my  ALL,  my  life,  my  ftrength^ 
my  treafure,  &c. 

6.  The  true  Ifrael  of  God  are  people  acquainted 
with  wreftling  with  God  for  the  bleffing,  as  Jacob 
was,  who  thereupon  obtained  the  name  of  Ifrael  ^ 
and  all  believers  are  thereupon  called  the  feed  of 
Jacob  that  fliall  not  feek  bis  face  in  vain.  They 
arc  a  people  whofe  life  of  faith  is  adled  much  upon 
their  knees,  or  in  a  way  of  praying  in  the  name  of 
Chrift,  and  in  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  ;  Fraying  in  tbe 
Holy  Gb^/l  i  Tbis  is  tbe  generation  of  them  tbat  feek 
tbee,  tbat  feek  tby  face,  O  Jacob's  God.  They  arc 
always  wanters,  and  that  mdccs  them  always  feekers 
and  beggars. 

SECOND    HEAD. 

Second  thing  was  to  fpeak  a  little  of  the  heavenly 
Canaan  that  they  will  be  brought  to  the  pofleflioxi 
of.  I  would  hold  it  forth  in  thefe  four  particulars, 
J»mely  in  its  types^  epithetSy  parts  and  properties. 
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(i.)  In  its  types.  The  types  of  the  heavenly  Ca^ 
naan  were  manifold.  I  {hall  name  a  few  of  them. 
J.  The  earthly  Canaan  was  a  type  of  the  heavenly 
and  celeftial  Canaan.  How  magnificently  does  the 
Lord  fpeak  of  Canaan  !  It  is  called  a  goodly  land^  a 
holy  landy  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey  ^  yet 
this  land  was  but  a  type  and  (hadow  of  the  heavenly. 
2.  Paradife  was  a  type  of  this  heavenly  Canaan. 
Tho^  all  the  pleafant  orchards  and  comely  things  in 
the  world  were  united  in  one,  they  could  not  come 
that  length  as  to  compete  with  the  earthly  paradife, 
for  pleafure  and  comelinefs,  when  God  placed  our 
firft  parents  there  in  their  innocent  ftate.  Yet  what 
vras  it  but  a  faint  refemblance  of  the  heavenly  para- 
dife ?  nothing  but  a  (hadow  of  it.  3.  Thtfabbatb 
was  a  type  of  this  heavenly,  happy,  and  eternal 
fabbath  of  reft.  Indeed  it  is  but  a  reftlefs  reft  the 
Lord's  people  have  here;  when  they  reft  in  the 
Lord  at  any  time,  their  reft  is  foon  difturbed: 
even  tho*  they  can  fay  at  times,  Return  to  thy  reft, 
O  myfoul^Jor  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee  \ 
How  foon  does  the  devil  and  the  ill  heart,  and  the 
world,  difquiet  them  a^ain  ?  But  there  remains  a 
reft,  a  fabbatifm,  for  the  people  of  God,  when 
they  ftiall  reft  from  their  laoour,  reft  from  fin  and 
forrow.  4.  Thic  tabernacle  was  a  type  of  the  hea- 
venly Canaan  I  the  Lord's  prefence  filled  the  taber- 
nacle: O  how  does  his  glorious  prefence  fill  heaven^ 
and  fill  all  the  hearts  of  the  heavenly  inhabitants  I 
Glorious  things  are  fpoken  of  the  earthly  Zion^ 
how  much  more  glorious  things,  may  be  fpoken  of 
the  new  Jerufalem  above!     But  then, 

(2.)  We  may  confider  this  htz^v^vXy  Canaan  in  its 
epithets-,  as,  i.  It  is  called  a  houfe^  John  ziv.  2. 
A  manjion  houfe^  a  prepared  place.    In  my  father  s 

boufe 
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boufe  are  many  manfions  i  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  fcr 
you.  O  what  a  noble  houfe  is  it»  where  glory  dwells! 
What  a  brave  houfe  will  it  be,  when  the  Father  of 
the  family  will  be  in  the  midfl:  of  the  houfe,  and  all 
his  children  about  him,  all  his  eledt  gathered  to- 
gether from   all  corners  of  the  earth ;    where  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrif^,   Chrift 
himfelf  the  elder  brother,  and  all  the.  younger  bre- 
thren will  dwell  together !     z.  It  is  called  the  jof 
of  the  Lord. .  Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.  Joy 
here  enters  into  the  believer,  but  there  the  believer 
enters  into  joy  s  he  enters  as  it  were  into  an  ocean  of 
joy,  and  it  is  the  joy  of  his  Lord  Jefus.    How  great 
is  the  joy  that  our  Lord  entered  into,  as  the  reward 
of  his  obedience  unto  death  ?    Of  which  it  is  faid» 
Heh.  xii.  2.  ih^it^  for  the  Joy  ^  that  was  fet  before  bim^ 
be  endur£d  the  crofs^  &c.    That  fame  joy  the  faints 
are  to  enter  into  j  In  thy  prefence  there  is  fulnefi  of 
joy^  &C.     3.  It  is  called  life^  eterml  life^  kom.  vi, 
laft.     T^he  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jefm 
Chrifi  our  Lord.    Life  is  fweet ;   and  the  more  ex- 
cellent the  life  is,  the  more  fweet.    A  living  flie  is 
more  happy,  by  reafon  of  life,  than  the  glorious  fun 
in  the  firmament.     The  rational  life  is  yet  more 
fweet  3    the  life  of  grace  is  yet  fweeter  than  any  of 
thefe :    But  the  life  of  glory  is  fweetefl:  of  all,  and 
this  life  is  eternal,  it  is  life  for  evermore.    4.  It  is 
called  a  kingdoniy  a  heavenly  kingdom^  2  Tim.  iv.  i8. 
The  Lord  jhall  preferve  me  to  his  heavenly  kingdom. 
Yea,  fuch  a  kingdom,  that  here  all  the  fubjei^s  are 
kings.     One  faid  of  Rome  once,  that  it  was  Ref^ 
publica  Regum^  a  commonwealth  of  kings ;   it  is 
true  of  heaven,   it  is  a  commonwealth  of  kings, 
they  are  all  kings  and  priefts  unto  their  God  :   And 
there  all  the  kings  have  their  crowns,  a  crown  of 
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glory,  righteoufncfs  aixl  joy :  They  will  havt  thcif 
Uirones ;  To  him  that  overcomes  mil  I  give  to  fit  with 
meonfny  throne^  &c.  They  will  have  their  royal 
robes,  their  robes  of  glory  and  palms  of  vidory. 
But  again, 

(3  J  ^^  ^^J  confider  this  heavenly  Canaan  in 
its  parts.    There  are  efpecially  thefe  rour  parts  of 
heaven  and  glory  mentioned  in  fcripture,  namely, 
vijon^  likenefsy  love^  fatisfaSion.    The  firft  part  of 
it,  is  the  vtfion  of  God,  i  Cor.  xtii.  12.  Now  we  fee 
through  a  glafs  darkfy^  iut  then  face  to  face.    Patberi 
Invill  that  thefe  whom  thou  haft  given  me^  may  be  with 
me  where  I  am^  to  behold  my  g^^    New  cabinets  of 
rich  treafure  will  be  opened  op  to  them  every  mo* 
ment  to  eternity.     2d  part  of  it  is  likenefs^  which 
follows  upon  the  former^  i  John  iii.  2.  Wi  fbail 
be  like  him^  for  we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is.     This  is 
the  native  fruit  of  beholding  Chrift,  to  be  thereby 
brought  to  conformity  to  him,  2  Cor.  iii-  laft,     3d 
prt  of  it  is  love.     This  follows  upon  the  former. 
Likenefs  breeds  love,  even  upon  earth;  then  will 
the  faints  be  made  perfedl  in  love,  i  Jobniy.  18. 
O  what  flames  of  love  will  burn  in  heaven !    Every 
faint  will  be  a  flame,    4th  part  of  it  is  fatisfa&imi^ 
which  proceeds  from  the  reft,  Pfal.  xvii.  \2M.  I  will 
behold  thy  face  in  righteoufnefs ;  when  lawake^  I  fhall 
be  fatisfed  with  thy  likenefs*     All  this  is  begun  on 
earth  in  the  heirs  of  glory.     The  brighter  view  a 
believer  gets  of  Chrift,  the  more  likenefs ;  the  more 
likenefs,  the  more  love ;  and  the  more  love,  the  more 
fatisfadion.     But  O  when  there  fhall  be  perfed 
ieeing,  there  will  be  perfect  likenefs;  when  perfcd 
likenefs,  perfefl:  love ;  and  when  perfeft  love,  per- 
fcft  fatisfadlion  and  joy  :    Then  the  ranfomed  of  the 
4  Lord 
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Lordjhall  return^  and  come  unto  Zion  withfongs^  and 
everlafiing  joy  upon  their  beadsy  &c.    J^a.  xxv.  la 

(4.)  We  might  confider  this  heavenly  Canaan  in 
its  properties.     It  is  another  fort  of  inheritance  than 
the  earthly  Canaan,    i.  It  is  a  glorious  inheritance  : 
It  is  glory  itfelf  j  yea,  an  exceeding  great  and  eter^ 
nal  weight  of  glory ^  2  Cor.  iv.  17.     God,  who  is 
every  where  prefent,  is  there  gloriouily.    To  make 
a  weak  alluiton,  the  fun  in  the  firmament  is  in  this 
or  that  place,  by  his  rays  and  beams ;  but  in  the 
firmament  in  a  glorious  manner :  So  God  is  here 
on  earth  in  his  grace,  and  the  rays  of  his  counte- 
nance ;  but  in  heaven  in  a  glorious  way,    O  there 
the  faints  are  indeed  all  glorious  within  and  without 
both ;   their  bodies  glorious  like  unto  Chrift's  glo^ 
rtous  body,  when  once  diey  are  raifed  ;  their  fouls 
glorious,    becaufe  perfed  in  holinefs.     2.  It  is  a 
heavenly  inheritance,    therefore   called  a  heavenly 
kif^m  (as  I  faid)  in  oppofition  to  earthly  king- 
doms.   There  the  great  King  is  heavenly,  the  fub- 
jefts  are  heavenly,  the  work  is  heavenly,  the  reward 
heavenly,  the  company  heavenly,  the  converfe  hea- 
venly, all  heavenly^     3.  It  is  a  purchafed  and  pro^ 
mifed  inheritance ;  called  a  purchafed  pojfefpon^  Eph. 
i.  14.  The  crown  is  purchafed,  the  throne  purchaied, 
the  robes  purchafed,    and  all  purchafed   by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb:;   which  makes  them  fing  that 
melodious  fong,  worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flam. 
And  as  it  is  purchafed  fo  it  is  promifed  in  Chrift 
before  the  world  began,  2  TVw.  i.  9.  and  7/V.  i.  2. 
The  earthly  Canaan  was  a  promifed  land ;  they  had 
it  by  promife  made  io  Abraham  firft,  and  in  him  to 
them  :  So  is  heaven  promifed  to  Chrift,  and  in  him 
to  all  the  fpiritual  IfraeL    4.  It  is  an  eternal  inheri- 
tance,  I  Fet.  i.  4.  An  inheritance  incorruptible^  un- 
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deJUedy  and  that  fadeth  not  away.  The  earthly  &- 
noon  was  but  temporary,  fubje^  to  be  laid  dcfolate 
for  the  fins  of  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  accord- 
ingly it  was  laid  wafte,  and  remains  fo  to  this  day : 
But  the  heavenly  Canaan  is  an  inheritance,  that  is 
not  liable  to  corruption  nor  defilement,  and  there- 
fore it  fades  not  away.  It  cannot,  like  the  former. 
be  infefted  with  enemies,  or  ill  neighbours,  nor  with 
any  plague  or  malady.  T^be  inhabitants  of  the  land 
Jball  not  fay  ^  I  amjick.  It  is  a  place  of  perfed  health, 
without  any  ficknefs;  and  a  happy  immortality, 
without  any  death,  or  fear  of  death  :  A  bleft  eter« 
nity  ;  for  when  thoufands,  thoufands,  thoufands  of 
years  are  gone,  their  happinefs  is  but  beginning. 
Earthly  kingdoms  fade,  and  this  world's  monan£s 
die;  but,  in  that  .everlafting  kingdom,  death  if 
fwallowed  up  in  vi£tory.  If  it  were  to  have  an 
end  after  millions  of  years,  it  were  enough  to  make 
them  live  in  perplexity  and  trouble ;  but  it  is  eter« 
nal  and  everlafting.  There  is  a  fliort  delcription,  , 
from  the  word,  of  that  heavenly  Canaan. 

THIRD     HEAD. 

The  third  thing  is  to  (how  what  nations  of  ene- 
mies and  oppofitions  are  in  the  way  to  this  heaven- 
ly Zion.  See  how  many  and  mighty  nations  ftood 
in  the  way  of  IfraeFs  poffeffing  the  earthly  Canaan^ 
ver  I.  of  this  chapter  where  our  text  lies.  Seven 
nations  greater  and  mightier  than  they :  And,  after 
they  came  to  that  land  of  promife,  fome  of  thefc, 
nations  were  fuffered  to  dwell  among  them,  parti- 
cularly the  Jeiu/ites,  that  were  like  prickles  in 
their  eyes,  and  thorns  in  their  fides.  And,  in  pro- 
cels  of  time,  God  ilirred  up  other  nations  againft 

dhem. 
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them,  fof  juft  and  holy  caufcs  j  as  the  Philijlines^ 
the  Moabites^    the  Ammonites^    that  coaftcd  near 
their  dwelling ;  befides  the  AJfyriam  and   Babylo^ 
nians  from  remoter  countries,  that  led  them  captive. 
And,  befides  outward  enemies  and  foreign  invaflonS) 
they   were  not  a  little  vexed  and  difquieted  with 
civil    and  inteftine  diflentions :  There   was   SauN 
houfe  againfl:  David*s^  and  David's  againft  Saul's-, 
Ifrael  againft  Judab^  and  Judah  againft  Ifrael^  Ma^ 
naffes  againft  Ephraim^  and  Ephraim  againft  Manaf- 
fes }  nations    thus  both  without  and   within,    and 
enemies   on  every  fide.      Now,   in  like  manner, 
there  are  great  and  mighty  nations  that  oppofc  the 
true  Ifrael  of  God  in  their  way  to  the  heavenly  Ca^ 
naan  above,  and  that  hinder  their  peaceable   pof- 
feflion  of  any  part  of  heaven  that  through  grace 
they  pofTefs  on  earth.     In  allufion  therefore  to  the 
feven  nations  here,  that  God  caft  out  before  Ifrael 
of  old ;  I  fliall  fhow  feven  of  thefe  nations  of  fpi- 
ritual  enemies  and  oppositions  that  are  in  the  way 
to  the  heavenly  Canaan^  and  that  difturb  the  Ifrael 
of  God  in  any  begun  pofTeffion  that  they  may  have 
here  through  grace.     I  only  premife,  that  as,  in  an 
outward  fenfe,  all  nations  of  the  earth  proceed  from 
one  root  and  original,  namely,  the  firft  man  Adam ; 
fo  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  moft  part  of  all  the  nations 
that  oppofe  our  happinefs  do  fpring  from  one  root, 
and  the  grand  root  is  original  fin  and  natural  cor- 
ruption :  Here  is  the  great  commander,  that  Teads 
forth   multitudes   of  nations  of   ad:ual  oppofitions 
againft  God,  and  the  Ifrael  of  God  that  are  bound 
for  the  heavenly  Canaan.     A  body  of  fin  and  death 
is  the  fertile  womb  that  brings  forth  fwarms  in  one 
day  ;  yea,  there  (as  it  were)  whole  nations  are  born 
at  once.'    But  more  particularlv,  there  are  thefe  fe- 
VoL,  II.  D  d  Yca 
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ven  nations  that  oppofe  and  vex  the  Jffrael  of  God 

in  their  way  to  Canaan. 

I.  A  nation  of  vain  thoughts.    We  are  by  nature 
vain  in  our  imaginationsy  Rom.  i.  2i.     and  thefe 
vain  thoughts  lodge  within  the  walls  of  Jerufalem^ 
yer.iv.  14.   0  Jerufalem,   wajh  tbirte   heart  frm 
loickednefs ;  how  longJJ:all  vain  thoughts  lodge  within 
thee  ?  Thefe  nations  lodge  within,  and  take  bed  and 
board  of  you,  and  eat  up  the  fap  of  your  fouls  3 
therefore,     when  David  fay s^  Pfal.  cxix.  113.    / 
bate  vain  thcughtSy  he  expreffes  them  with  a  word 
that  fignifies  the  fprig  and  branch  that  grows  in  a 
tree,  which  draws  the  fap  out  of  it,  and  makes  it 
fruitlefs.     Do  you   not  find  a  nation  of  this  fort 
fwarming  about  your  heart  every  day,  and  every 
hour  of  the  day?  Yea,  I  am  miftaken  if  thefe  Phi- 
lijlines  have  not  been  upon  you,  and  if  thefe  nations 
have  not  been  befetting  you,  and  befieging  your 
fouls  in  time  of  hearing,  praying,  cotnmunicatiDg 
at  this  occafion  ;  and  I  believe,  they  that  are  cxcr- 
cifed  and  bound  for  heaven,  will  find  a  need  of  al- 
mighty power  to  put  out  this  nation  before  them, 
tho'  there  were  no  more :  And  indeed   thefe  vain 
thoughts  are  like  the  flying  pofts  to  the  reft  of  the 
nations  that  may  be  named.     But  then, 

2.  There  is  a  nation  of  ivorldly  careSy  which  Chrift 
compares  to  briars  and  thorns^  that  choke  the  feed 
of  the  word,  Alarkiv.  19.  and  L//;J^  viii.  14.  This 
nation  goes  under  the  name  of  frugality ;  but,  if  you 
look  narrowly  to  its  armour,  you  will  find  the  motto 
thereof  to  be  careful  about  many  things^  but  nej^ 
leSling  the  one  thing  nccef}ary :  And  yet  this  is  fuch  a 
powerful  nation,  that  many  people  are  fubducd  by 
it,  fo  as  they  can  do  nothing  but  mind  earthly  things, 
and  fo  mifs  heaven,  and  come  fliort  of  falvation ; 

4  Yea, 


Heaven  won  iy  little  tind  little.   -  403 

Yea,  fuch  is  the  power  of  this  nation  even  over  the 
Ifrael  of  God,  that  he  is  obliged  in  a  manner  to 
fmite  them,  and  beat  the  world  out  of  their  heart 
with  a  rod  of  corredion,  Ifa.  Ivii.  ij.  For  the  ini^ 
quity  of  In  I  covetoufnefs  was  I  wroth ^  and  fmote  him  : 
Yea,  the  rod  of  God  will  not  do  it,  till  the  grace  of 
God  efficacioufly  be  exerted  5  /  hid  me^  and  was 
wroth ;  and  yet  be  went  on  frowardly  in  the  way  of  his 
heart :  But  fovereign  powerful  grace  fteps  in  j  I 
bavefeen  his  ways^  and  will  heal  him. 

3.  There  is  a  nation  of  doubts   and  fears ^    and 
finful  difcouragements,  and  unbelieving  objeftions, 
Pfal.  xlii.  6,  7.  The  foul  is  overfct  and  overwhelm- 
ed oft-times  with  thefe.     They  may  well  be  com- 
pared unto  a  nation  ^  they  are  fo  many,  that  no 
fboner  does  a  minifter  begin  to  anfwer  objections, 
but  the  unbelieving  heart  will  raife  a  thoufand  more; 
and  fo  mighty,  that  there  is  no  fubduing  of  them, 
till  Chrift  himfelf  rebuke  them,  as  he  did  the  rag- 
ing waves  of  the  fca,  with  a  word  of  power,  and 
fo  create  a  calm  in  the  foul.     This  is  a  nation  that 
rages^  like  the  heathen  fpoken  of,  Pfal.  ii.  and  /W- 
gines  many  vain  tlmigs  againjl  the  Lord  and  his 
Anointed  \  but  the  Lord  ftills  the  rage  with  the  rod 
of  bisftrength  that  he  fends  out  of  Zion,  when  he 
makes  a  people  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power.     He 
anfwers  the  doubts  and  objedlions  of  unbehef,  and 
ftills  the  fears  and  difcouragements  of  his  people, 
cjtber  by  a  word  of  power  let  into  the  heart,  fuch 
as  that,  Fear  not,  it  is  Ij  be  not  afraid:  O  thou  of 
Uttle  faith ^    ivberefore  didji  thou  doubt?  Or  by  a 
breathing  of  his  fpirit,  accompanying  a  word  that 
is  fpoken  to  the  car. 

4,  There  is  a  nation  of  ungodly  men  (ram  without, 
that  alfo  vex  and  Qppofe  the  I/rael  of  God  in  their 
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way  to  the  heavenly  Canaan^  PfiiU  xliii.  i .  Judge 
tney  0  God  J  and  plead  my  caufe  againjl  an  ungodly  na-^ 
tion :  This  is  a  nation  that  many  times  fupprefs  and 
bear  down  the  work  of  God  in  the  foul.  The 
company  and  influence  of  the  ungodly,  that  mock 
at  religion,  and  laugh  at  facred  thines,  is  a  great 
lett  and  impediment  to  the  falvation  ot  a  ibul.  And 
as  it  was  with  Ifrael  of  old,  fo  it  is  vvith  the  church 
in  all  ages,  (he  is  never  without  enemies  that  annoy 
her :  There  are  four  forts  of  ungodly  men,  that  the 
church  of  God  generally  complain  of;  the  Tyrant^ 
the  jitbeijly  the  Heretick^  and  the  Hypocrite :  Some 
of  thefe  would  fubvert,  and  others  pervert  her.  The 
Tyrant,  by  heart-hatred  and  open  perfecution  j  the 
Atbeijl,  by  profanity  of  life ;  the  Heretick^  by  cor- 
ruptnefs  of  dodlrine ;  and  the  Hypocrite^  by  pre- 
tences of  holinefs.  Thefe  nations  of  ungodly  men 
do  oppofe  the  Ijrael  of  God,  partly  by  force,  and 
partly  by  fraud  :  And  indeed  the  fecret  enemies  are 
ufually  the  moft  dangerous  of  the  two;  they  that 
ufe  fraud,  more  dangerous  than  thefe  that  ufe  force: 
For  thefe,  being  feen  and  known,  are  more  eafily 
avoided ;  but  the  other  not  fo  eafily  fhunned,  be- 
caufe  not  fufpedted. 

5.  There  is  a  nation  oi  mighty  kings,  and  powcr- 
fcr)  giants,  as  the  fons  of  jinak  are  called,  Num. 
xiii.  33.  How  many  great  kings  did  the  Lord  give 
into  the  hand  oi Ifrael?  Such  as  Og  king  of  Bafianj 
Sibon,  king  of  the  Amorites,  PfaL  cxxxvi.  18,  199 
20.  PJdl.cxxxv.  10,  II.  But  there  are  greater  kings 
and  potentates  than  thefe,  that  ftand  in  the  way  of 
the  poffcffion  of  the  heavenly  CanaaJi.  There  arc 
more  efpecially  four  kings,  mighty  kings,  to  be  fub- 
dued  :  For,  (1.)  h.%Jin  is  a  mighty  king,  that  reigns 
in  us,  and  over  ua  naturally ;  therefore   fays  the 
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ipoftle,  'RBtn*  vi.  12.  Let  not  fin  reign  inyourmortJ 
foJy :  So,  (2.)  Satan  is  a  mighty  king  in  his  own 
crritories  j  therefore  called  the  Prince  of  this  world, 
he  Prince  of  tbelnmer  of  the  air,  that  rules  in  the 
hearts  of  the  children  of  difobedience,  Eph.  ii.  2. 
3.)  Self  is  a  mighty  king:  It  competes  with  king 
cfus,  and  keeps  his  throne, -fo  long  as  the  loftinefs 
f  man  is  not  brought  down,  and  the  haughtinefs 
f  man  made  low,  IJa.ii.  \\.  that  the  Lord  alone 
nay  be  exalted  in  the  heart :  And  even  after  Chrift 
5  exalted  to  the  ihrone  of  the  heart,  felf  is  ftill 
ighting  and  working  for  the  throne.  It  is  a  king 
hat  all  the  world  adore,  (4.)  Death  is  a  niighty 
jng,  therefore  called  the  king  of  terrors.  Job  xviii. 
4.  He  is  a  king,  that  is  the  terror  of  kings,  as 
irell  as  inferior  fubjedls.  This  is  called  the  laji 
nemy  of  God's  Ifraeh,  The  laft  enemv  to  be  defiroyed 
p  death :  And  happy  they  that  get  the  fiing  of  death 
cmoved,  which  is  fin.  Sec  i  Cor.  xv.  54,  s^,  56, 
7.  Death  Jhall  be  fwallowed  up  in  vidiory.  Chrift 
;  the  vidtorious  conqueror  of  this  and  all  other  ene- 
lies  J  however  thqfe  are  mighty  kings  in  the  way, 
nd  fome  of  them  have  mighty  giants  in  their  ar- 
lics;  particularly  thefe  three,  king  Sin,  Satan, 
nd  Self  have  powerful  armies  to  fight  their  hellifli 
attles.     And  there  are, 

6.  A  nation  of  deceitful  lufis  in  the  heart ;  fo 
ailed,  Eph.  iv.  22,  Thefe  are  like  fo  many  d^eputies 
nd  officers,  captains  and  lieutenantSj  fighting  under 
le  banner  of  king  Sin,  king  Self,  and  king  Satan, 
gainft  king  JESUS,  the  God  of  glory.  O  what 
;varms  of  lufts  make  up  this  army  of  hell  I  If 
ou  will  travel  thro*  the  camp  of  your  heart,  you 
all  fee  an  armed  regiment  of  gigantick  lufts :  There 
ou  may  fee  grim  faced  ignorance^  arm'd  with  the 
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devirs  black  livery:  There  you  may  fee  eurk^ 
Atheifm  and  Unbeliefs  armed  with  lyes,  and  blafpne- 
mies,  and  bitter  invedives  againft  heaven  :  •  There 
you  v^ill  fee  cruel  enmity^  armed  with  a  bloody  fword 
of  forcible  oppolition  unto  God  and  Chrift  :  There 
you  will  fee  fubtle  hypoc'ify^  arn^ed  with  fraud  and 
flattery :  There  you  will  fee  brafen-faced  bardnefs  oj 
hearty  armed  with  a  brow  of  hrafs :  There  you  may 
fee  dultijh  fecurity^  armed  with  a  fearlefs  fpirit^  and 
a  ftupid  confcience  j  bold prejumption^  armed  with  % 
daring  countenance  ;  towering  pride^  armed  with  a 
robe  of  gaudy  attire,  and  an  eye  of  fcorn,  contempt 
and  difdain  ;  as  alfo  felf -righteous  confidence^  armed 
with  grofs  ignorance  both  of  the  fpirituality  of  the 
law,  and  rpyftery  of  the  gofpel.  There  is  a  power- 
ful nation  of  heart-plagues  and  deceitful  lufts,  that 
reigu  over  the  ungodly  world,  and  many  times  rage 
in  the  hearts  of  believers,  to  the  leadipg  of  thcna 
captivp. 

.  7.  There  is  a  nation  oiaBual  out-breakings  in  the 
life,  and  fins  in  the  converfation :  Thefe  are,  like 
the  common  foldiers  of  the  arniy  of  hell,  making| 
daily  excurfions  into  the  camp  of  Ifrael ;  yea,  every 
hour  of  the  day  they  are  breaking  out  on  this  hand^ 
arid  on  that  hand,  and  round  about  us  on  all  hands, 
in  innumerable  omiffions  and  commiffions.  Here 
breaks  out  intemperance  and  infobriety^  in  eating, 
drinking,  and  ufing  of  the  comforts  of  life  ;  there 
breaks  out  idle  words,  vain  talking,  unprofitable  con- 
verfation :  Here  appears  negligence  in  duty,  or  care' 
leffiefs  and  indifferency  in  hearing,  reading,  praying. 
communicating;  and  there  appears  wz/^^W/;?!^  ot 
time,  fabbath  and  week-days  both,  wafting  our 
precious  opportunities,  and  mifimproving  our  talents, 
without  endeavouring  to  do  good,  or  get  good,  x,o 
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glorify  Godj,  or  edify  thefc  that  arc  converfant  with 
us.     The  former  nation  I  mentioned  was  the  lu/is 
of  tlejkjh^  and  this  nation  is  the  works  oftbejlejh  : 
The  lufts  of  the  flefh  are  deceitfully  hidden  within  thfe 
walls ;  the  works  of  the  flelh  are  open  and  manifeft, 
making  continual  outward  excurfions.     You  have  a 
lift  of  them,  GaLv.  19,  20,  21.     Another  lift  of 
the  names  of  the  foldiers  of  this  army  you  may  read, 
2  Tim.  iii.  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  &c*  Men  Jhall  be  lovers  of 
tbemfehes :  There  goes  the  king  and  commander  in 
chidF,  felflove  j  and  then  follows  a  lift  of  the  com- 
mon foldiers,  covetous^  boajiers^  proudy  &c.     Now 
thefe  are  feven  nations  continually  in  arms,  and  at 
work  for  hell,  and  againft  heaven  :  The  nation  of 
^ain  thoughts  continually  flyiiig  poft  through  the 
reft  of  the  nations  for  intelligence  j  the   nation  of 
worldly  cares  continually  making  provifion  for  the 
flefli,  to.  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof  ^  the  nation  oidoubtSj 
and  unbelieving  fears  and  jealoujiesy  is  ftill  keeping 
watch,  and  ftanding  centinel  at  the  door  of  the 
heart,  to  keep  out  all  heavenly  mefTages,  and  ex- 
clude all  propofals  of  peace  with  heaven  ;.  the  nation 
of  ungodly  men  continually  guarding  the  out- works 
of  hell,  and  playing  their  battering-rams,    to  beat 
down  what  God,  and  Chrift,  and  the  gofpel  woild 
build  up ;  the  nation  of  mighty  kings^  that  I  men- 
tioned, are  ftill  iffuing  forth  new  commands  and  or- 
ders for  war  againft  heaven ;  the  nation  of*  deceitful 
lufisy  like  officers  of  the  army,  are  ftill  niuftering 
the  hoft,  leading  them  forth  to  the  field  of  battle, 
and  fetting  them  in  battle-array  ;  and  the  nation  of 
aSlualJins  ^nd  out-br^akings  arc  ftill  brandifliing  their 
fwords  and  fpears,  making   daily   and  hourly  ex- 
curfions  out  of  the  camp  of  hell,  and  incurfions 
upon  their  oppofites  and  antagonifts,  running  upon 
tftq  camp  of  Ifraely  to   deftroy  them,   and  hinder 
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their  inarch  to  the  heavenly  Canaan.  Now,  to  thcfc 
feven  nations  all  the  world  of  mankind  are,  by  na- 
ture kept  in  fubjedion  j  and,  which  is  worfe,  tbey 
are  willing  flaves  and  captives  to  them :  And  even 
the  Ifrael  of  God,  that  have  left  their  camp,  and 
fled  under  the  colours  and  ftandard  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chriil  the  capt^n  of  falvation,  are  many  times 
led  captive  by  them ;  they  arc  ftill  giving  battle  to 
Ifrael.  Now,  O  thou  that  art  bound  for  the  cc- 
leflial  Canaan^  what  thinkeft  thou  of  thefe  nations  ? 
Are  they  not  feven  nations,  greater  and  mightier 
than  thou  ?  Surely,  if  thou  haft  found,  to  thy  fad 
experience,  the  power,  and  policy,  and  pernicious 
influence  of  thefe  mighty  nations  upon  thee,  it  will 
be  welcome  news  to  hear  that  the  Lord  thy  God 
will  put  out  thefe  nations  before  thee  by  little  and 
little. 

FOURTH   HEAD. 

Tlie  Fourth  thing  that  I  propofed,  was,  to  fpeak 
a  little  of  the  conqueror  of  thefe  nations,  that  is, 
Tke  king  of  glory,  The  Lord  Jlrong  and  mighty^ 
The  Lord  mighty  in  battle.  Indeed,  they  that  have 
fuch  mighty  nations  to  fight  and  debate  with,  have 
need  of*a  mighty  conqueror  to  fubdue  them :  And 
he  is  here  faid  to  be  the  Lord  thy  God-,  where  he  is 
defcribed,  i.  By  his  name,  J EHOV AH.  2.  By 
his  relation  to  them  in  Chrift,  Thy  GOD. 

(i.)  Ifraefs  captain,  that  fights  their  battles,  is 
defcribed  by  his  great  name  Jehovabj  THE  LORD, 
in  capital  letters;  which  is  ordinarily  ufedin  all  our 
Englijh  tranflations,  to  intimate  that  in  the  origi- 
nal it  is  J  E  H  O  V  A  H :  And  it  is  a  name  that  points 
out  the  perfection  of  his  nature.     It  is  remarked, 
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that  all  along  the  firft  chapter  of  Genefis,  while  God 
was  yet  upon  his  creating  work,  he  is  called  ELO- 
CHIM,  a  God  of  power ;   but  in  the  fecond  chap- 
ter of  Genejis^  ver.  4.  God  having  com  pleated  his 
work,  he  is  then  called  JEHOVAH-ELOCHIM, 
a  God  of  power  and  perfection •     And  as  here  hq 
takes  that  name,  when  he  perfedte  what  he  had 
begun ;  fo  we  find  him  making  himfelf  known  by 
this  name,  when  he  appears  to  perform  what  he  had 
promifed  to  Ifraelj  Exod.  vi,  3.  I  appeared  to  Abra- 
ham, Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  ^  the  name  of  GOD  AL- 
MIGHTY ',   but  by  my  name  JEHOVAH  was  I 
not  made  known  to  tbem.      God   would  now  be 
known  by  his  name  JEHOVAH,  as  being,  i.  A 
God  performing  what  he  had  promifed,  and  fo  giv- 
ing a  being  to  his  promifes.     2.  A  God  perfecting 
what  he  had  begun,  and  fini(hing  his  own  work.- 
And  now,   the  fubduing  of  the  Canaanites  before 
Ifraely  was  a  work  that  God  had  promifed,  and  a 
work  that  now  he  had  begun ;  therefore  he  makes* 
himfelf  known  in  this  work  by  his  name  Jehovah^ 
a  performing  and   perfecting  God.     This  is  the 
powerful  conqueror,    that  all  the  true  Ifrael  of 
God  have  to  look  to,  and  depend  upon  for  de- 
ftroying  the  nations  of.fpiritual  enemies  for  them; 
This  name  belongs  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  equally 
with  the  Father,  and  the  eternal  Spirit.     It  is  he 
that  led  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt  by  the  hand  of  Mofes^ 
wrought  wonders  for  them,  and  brought  them  to 
Canaan^  and  delivered  their  enemies  into  their  hand ; 
by  all  which  was  typified  the  greater  falvation  and 
deliverance  that  he  was  to  work,  in  accomplifhing 
the  bufinefs  of  our  redemption  in  our  nature.   And, 
by  taking  to  himfelf  the  name  JESUS,  he  hath 
not  loft  the  name  JEHOVAH)  nay,  he  could  nor 
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be  a  ^€fu%^  if  he  were  not  Jehovah ;  he  ccmld  not 
deftroy  thefe  nations  I  have  named,  the  fum  of 
inrhich  is  fin :  For  to  deftroy  fin,  is  more  than  to 
make  a  world  :  Sin  cannot  be  deftroyed,  without 
fatisfying  that  infinite  juftice  that  fin  offended,  and 
glorifying  that  infinite  holineTs  that  fin  afironted, 
and  fulfilling  that  law  that  fin  had  violated,  and  ap- 
peafing  that  wrath  and  vengeance  that  fin  had  kin- 
dled. Further,  fin  could  not  be  deftroyed,  with-* 
out  deflroying  the  devil  that  begat  it,  and  the  wicked 
heart  that  brought  it  forth ;  all  which  requires  a. 
iiew  creation,  more  great  and  glorious  than  the  firft, 
and  belongs  to  none  but  JEHOVAH.  This  name 
points  out  the  divine  glory  of  our  redeemer,  and  con- 
queror, which  I  offer  in  thefe  two  further  remarks 
upon  it.  I.  This  great  name  JEHOVAH  (as 
thefe  that  invefligate  the  Hebrew  root,  obferve) 
fignifies,  being,  eflence,  fimple-exiftence,  or  felf-fub^ 
fiflence  \  and  imports  his  moft  fimple,  abfolute„ 
eternal  and  independent  being  and  exigence  ;  hav- 
ing his  being  in,  of,  andfirom  himfelf  s  and  firom 
whofe  infinite  being  all  creatures  have  their  finite 
being.  2.  This  great  name  JEHOVAH  compre- 
hends in  itfelf  the  three  jfi&^rrie^tenfes:  The  freterit^ 
fignifying  the  time  pad;  the  prefenty  fignifying  what 
is  now }  and  thtfuture^  fignifying  the  time  to  come; 
and  imports  that  defignation  given  to  Chrifi-,, 
Rev.  i.  4,  8.  which  is^  and  which  was,  and  which  is 
to  come.  Thus  he  is  the  I  AM  THAT  I  AM,  as 
he  is  called,  Exad.  iii.  14.  The  Alpha  and  Omega^ 
the  firji  and  the  Iqft ;  the  firft  without  beginning, 
and  the  laft  without  end.  O  but  they  that  have  fuch 
a  glorious  general  to  follow,  need  not  fear  to  take 
the  field  againft  the  nations !   He  is  JEHOVAH. 

(2.)  Ifraer^ 
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(2.)  IfraePs  captain  general  is  here  defcribed  bjr 
his  relation  to  them;  Tby  GOD,  Tie  Lord  thy  God. 
This  relation  is  ftated  upon  the  ground  of  a  nevr 
covenant  difpenfation^  even  a  covenant  of  promife 
in  Chrift  Jefus.  Of  this  covenant  there  was  an  old- 
tcftament  difpenfationj  under  which  this  people  of 
Ifrael  were ;  and  a  new-teftament  diipcnfation,  un- 
der which  we  are :  The  former  was  a  darker,  and 
this  is  a  clearer  and 'brighter  difpenfation  of  the  fame 
new  covenant.  The  old  covenant  of  works  being 
broken  and  violated  by  the  fin  of  man,  God  could 
not  in  honour  come  under  this  relation  again  to  fin- 
ners  but  upon  the  ground  of  a  new  covenant  eftab- 
lifhed  in  Chrift :  This  covenant  of  promife  was  firft 
difcovered  to  4dam  in  Paradife^  afterwards  to  A^ 
braham  and  others.  The  promife  of  that  new  co- 
venant was  fealed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  typically^ 
under  the  old  teflament,  by  the  facrifices  then  of- 
fered ;  and  adlually  at  Jerufalemy  when  he  gave  his 
life  a  ranfom  for  many.  Upon  the  footing  of  this 
covenant,  I  fay,  it  is,  that  he  afferts  this  relation. 
The  Lord  tby  Ood.  But  more  particularly,  for  ex- 
plaining this  relative  defignation,  Tiy  God,  we  may 
take  a  four-fold  view  thereof. 

I.  As  it  is  expreflive  of  the  ancient  federal  rela- 
tion betwixt  God,  and  Ifrael  of  old,  the  church  of 
the  Jews  under  that  difpenfation.  He  became  their 
God,  and  they  were  chofen  of  him  to  be  his  pe- 
culiar people,  beyond  all  other  people  in  the  world  ; 
as  you  fee,  Deut.  vii.  6.  For  thou  art  a  holy  peo-- 
pie  to  the  Lord  thy  God :  The  Lord  tby  God  hath  cbo^ 
fen  thee  to  be  a  fpecial  people  unto  bimfelf,  above  alt 
people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  He  made  known 
his  mind  with  refpedl  to  the  way  of  falvation  to 
them,  and  they  to  Qlhers,  Pfal.  clvii.  19,  20,  He 
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Ji^ewed  bis  word  unto  Jacob,  and  bis  Jiatutes  and  bis 
judgments  to  Ifrael  ^  he  hath  not  dealt  fo  with  ay  na^ 
tion.  And  having  taken  them  vifibly  into  a  Jco- 
venant  relation,  he  eflablifhes  his  covenant  with 
them  and  their  feed,  Deut.  x.  15.  The  Ijnrd  bad  de- 
light in  thy  fathers  to  love  them,  and  be  cbofe  their  feed 
after  them.  And  thus  he  iaid  to  Abraham^  Gen. 
xvii.  7.  I  will  efiablifb  my  covenant  between  me  and 
thee,  and  thy  feed  after  thee,  to  be  a  God  to  tbee^  and  to 
thy  feed.  Hence  fays  God  to  them,  Tou  onlj  have  I 
known  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth.  All  this  is 
laid  of  them,  even  with  refpeft  to  their  church- 
ilate,  abftradt  from  the  fingular  faving  privileges  of 
true  believers  among  them,  who  through  grace  were 
enabled  to  improve  thefe  great  advantages  they  en- 
joyed above  other  people.  By  virtue  of  this  relation 
that  he  ftood  in  to  them,  he  engaged^  as  the  Lord 
their  God,  to  put  out  the  nations  of  the  Canaanites 
before  them  by  little  and  little. 

2.  You  may  view  it  as  exprefSve  of  the  prefent 
federal  relation  that  God  (lands  in  to  the  vifible church 
under  the  new^teflament,  even  to  us  Gentilesy  as 
fucceeding  to  the  yews  in  their  church-privileges, 
together  with  fuperadded  advantages,  in  fo  far  as  the 
new-teftament  difpenfation  does  excel  that  of  the 
'  old.  As  it  was  faid  to  the  Jewijh  church.  The  pro* 
mife  is  to  you  and  to  your  children,  A(Sls  ii.  3  9.  and 
that  to  them  belong  the  adoption,  and  the  glory,  the 
covenant,  and  the  promife,  Rom.  ix.  4.  So  in  like 
manner  do  they  belong  to  the  chriflian  church,  we 
being  grafted  in  among  them,  to  partake  of  the  root 
and  fatnefs  of  their  olive-tree,  Rom.  xi.  ij.  Hence 
flows  a  common  interefl  that  all  the  members  of  the 
viiible  church  have  in  God  as  their  God,  and  Chrift 
as  their  head ;  not  only  as  an  head  of  eminency, 

but 
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but  as  an  head  of  influence  and  government.    All 
the  common  influences  fhed  among  the  members  of 
the  vifible  church  come  from  this  fource,  and  from 
thence    refult  alfo  many  excellent  privileges,   all 
which  are  fealed  in'  baptifm,   which  fucceeds  to 
the  feal  of  circumcifion  among  the  Jews.     Baptifm 
feals  to  us,  and  to  all  the  vifible  church,  a  common 
general  right  to  God's  covenant,  fo  as  we  may  war- 
rantably  plead  the  promifes,  and  that  promife  in  par-- 
ticular,  I  will  be  your  God,  and  ye  (hall  be  my  people ; 
which  is  the  fundamental  promiie.     Great  are  the 
privileges  that  belong  to  the  vifible  church,  that  do 
not  belong  to  thofe  that  are  without :   God  com- 
mits to  them  his  miniftry,  his  oracles  and  ordinances; 
by  the  means  of  which,  he  brings  forth  children, 
and  gathers  his  eledt,  fo  as  out  of  the  church  vifible 
there  is  no  ordinary  poflibility  of  falvation,  AEls  ii. 
lafl.     As  all  the  baptized  members  of  the  vifible 
church,  have  a  fealed  interefl  in  the  covenant  of  pro- 
mife,  fuch  as  lays  them  under  fpecial  obligation 
to  believe  in  Chrift  5    fo  they  have  a  claim,  beyond 
the  refl  of  the  world,  to  God  as  their  God  in  Cnrifl, 
and  as  their  Saviour  :  Yea,  all  the  church  vifible  arc 
faid  to  be  in  Chrift,  John  xv.  2.  even  thefe  branches 
that  bear  not  fruit,  and  that  fhall  be  taken  away,  i 
and  caft  into  the  fire.     Baptifm  feals  our  ingraft- 
ment  into  Chrifl,  that  is,  an  engraftment  common 
to  all  that  are  members  of  the  vifible  church,  befides 
the  faving  fpiritual   ingraftment  of  true  believers. 
Now  that  common  relation  that  you  all  have  to 
God,  as  church  members,  tho*  it  be  common  to 
believers  and  unbelievers ,  yet  it  is  in  itfelf  a  fpecial 
privilege,  whereby  you  are  exalted  above  the  reft 
of  the  world  that  are  without  the  church,   and 
gives  every  one  of  you  a  right  to  plead  this  promife 

to 
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to  be  accompli(hed  to  you  in  a  fpiritual  feofe,  fbi 
Lord  tby  God  will  put  out  tbefe  nations  before  you  bj 
little  and  little,  even  fuch  nations  of  fpiritual  ene- 
mies as  were  tvpified  by  the  Canaaniles  that  Ifrad 
had  to  deal  with.     But  then^ 

3.  You  may  view  this  relative  defignatioh,  TZjr 
COD,  as  exprefiive  of  the  fpecial  relation  he  ftands 
in  to  the  church  inviiible  militant  here  upon  earth  ^ 
I  mean,  to  true  believers,  the  living  members  of 
Chrift,  and  true  Israel  of  God,  whom  he  makes  fo, 
by  becoming  their  God  in  a  way  of  fovereign  free 
grace  in  and  through  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom  they 
Eave  a  peculiar  intereft  in  God  as  their  God,  and  a 
ipecial  title  to  all  the  promifes  of  the  new  covenant 
as  their  charter  5  all  the  promifes  thereof  being  Tea 
-and  Amen  in  Chrift  Jefus.     Now,,  it  is  in  this  fcnfe 
cfpecially  that  I  conlider  this  defignation.  The  Lord 
tly  God',  becaufe  it  is  the  fpiritual  intent  of  the  text 
that  I  treat,  namely,  as  it  does  typify  and  reprcfcnt 
the  fpiritual  deliverance  of  the  true  Jfrael  of  God 
from  their  fpiritual  enemies,  in  order  to  their  pof- 
feffion  of  the  heavenly  Canaan  j   yet  not  excluding 
the  great  appearances  the  Lord  makes  for  his  church 
vifible  on  earth,  coUedlivciy  confidered.     And  here 
it  is  proper  youobferve,  that  tho*  this  title,  TbeLcrd 
thy  Gody  be  oftentimes  in  fcripture  fpoken  of  with 
refpedt  to  a  vifible  church,  a  mixt  people  of  good 
and  bad ;  as  when  he  fays  to  I/rael,  I  am  the  Lord 
thy  God,  that  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
and  boufe  of  bondage  \  and  whereas  in  manyinftanccs 
it  is  fpoken  colleitively  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
church :   Yet  this  rule  is  to  be  obferved,  that  where 
the  Lord  is  mentioned  in  relation  thus  to  a  mixt 
people,  all  the  privileges  that  flow  from  fuch  a  rela- 
tion of  God  to  that  people,  are  but  common  privi- 

vilcges, 
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Vileges,  I  mean,  common  to  all  that  vifible  church. 
Thus  the  privilege  of  bringing  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  was  a  common  privilege,  common  to  all 
that  people,  good  and  bad  among  them  ^    and  fo ' 
was  this  privilege  of  cutting  off  the  nations  of  the 
i^anaanites  before  them  in  a  literal  fenfe,  and  pof^ 
feffing  them  of  the  earthly  Canaan :  And  therefore, 
tho'  God  be  called  the  God  of  a  church  or  people 
colledtively,  which  infers  many  excellent  privileges, 
tho*  common  to  them  all,  as  was  fhewed  above ; 
yet  he  is  not  their  God  in  the  fame  rcfpeft  as  he  is 
the  God  of  the  believer,  or  of  the  true  IfraeL    As 
they  are  not  all  Ifrael  that  are  ^Ifrael  (for  the  whole 
vifible  church,  God's  profeffing  people,  are  of  Ifrael^ 
but  only  true  believers  are  Ifraelites  indeed,  and  Jews 
inwardly,   the  true  fpiritual  circumcifion)  fo  thefe 
true  JJraelites  *  have  a  courfe  by  common,  having 
a  fpecial  and  peculiar  propriety  in  God  as  their  God, 
which  infersfpecial and peculiarprivileges.Andhencc, 
4.  You  may  view  this  defignation,  7^  God,  as 
€xprefiive  of  all  the  bleffings  that  are  imported  in 
this  fpecial  relation  that  he  flands  in  to  his  true 
IfraeL     And  indeed  the  privileges  imported  thus  in 
the  word,  Thy  God,  are  innumerable  and  unfpeak- 
able  :   His  being  their  God,  imports  that  they  have 
an  intered  in  all  that  he  is,  and  all  that  he  hath,  and 
all  that  he  can  do,  and  is  wont  to  do  for  thefe  whofe 
God  he  is.     Here  is  a  field  that  would  take  a  long 
eternity  to  travel  through.   Happy  is  the  people  nvbye 
God  is  the  Lord.     All  happinefs  in  time,  and  for 
ever  is  imported  in  it :    His  being  their  God,  im- 
ports all  the  relations  that  he  can  be  in  to  them,  for 
making  them  holy  and  happy  for  ever  in  himfelf  5 

that 
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that  he  is  and  will  be  their  Jun  to  enlighten  them, 
their  ffortim  to  in  rich  them,  their  fotber  to  pity  them, 
their  bujband  to  cherifh  them,  their  right foafnefs  to 
clothe  them,  their  guide  to  condudt  them,  their  ghry 
to  crown  them,  and  their  ALL  in  all.  But  the 
text  confines  me  to  thefe  relations  imported  in  this 
tide,  ^Tby  Gcd,  which  have  a  refpedl  to  his  deftroy- 
ing  their  enemies  before  them  by  little  and  litde.  I 
only  mention  two  of  thefe ;  i.  His  being  their  God, 
imports  that  he  is  ihtiv  friend,  tho'  their  enemies  be 
many.  a.  His  being  their  God,  imports  that  he  is 
their  /bie/d,  tho'  their  enemies  be  mighty. 

jjiy  Amidft  the  muhitude  of  enemies,  their  God 
is  ihc'it  friend.  And  indeed,  no  matter  who  be  our 
enemies,  if  God  be  our  friend.  If  God  he  for  usy 
lays  the  apoftlc,  who  can  be  againjl  us?  Rom.  viii, 
31.  And  he  is  a  friend  to  all  the^  to  whom  he  is 
a  God  in  a  peculiar  manner.  And  his  being  their 
friend  imports  the  removal  of  feud  and  enmity, 
his  anger  being  turned  away,  and  reconciliation 
made  up  through  Chrift,  whatever  was  the  former 
difference.  Jt  imports  the  acceptation  of  their  pcr- 
fons  into  favour,  and  the  obligation  he  lies  under 
as  a  friend,  by  virtue  of  the  new  covenant  of  grace 
and  promife  to  help  them  in  every  time  of  need, 
and  to  do  all  their  works  in  them  and  for  them,  and 
to  fight  all  their  battles.     Therefore, 

2dly^  tho*  their  enemies  be  mighty,  his  being 
their  God,  imports  that  he  is  their  fhield.  The  Lord 
God  is  a  fun  and  JJoield  to  them,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  11. 
The  fhields  of  the  earth  are  his ;  and  his  being  their 
fliield,  is  to  be  underftood  both  in,  a  defenfroe  and 
offenfive  way.  i .  He  is  the  Lord  their  God  and 
fliield  to  defend  them,  PfaL  vii.  10.  My  defence  is 
of  Gody  which  favcs  the  upright  in  heart.     Hence 

called 
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called  a  ^rcmg  tower^  and  rock  tf  defence^  a  biding 
place^  a  covert^  zjkadow^  to  flieltcr  them  from  the 
afTaults  and  attaqks  of  the  nations  of  enemies  that 
are  within  them^  and  round  about  them,  Ifa.  xxxii. 
2.  A  man  Jhall  he  a  tiding  place  from  the  wind^  a 
covert  from  the  tempeji^  as  rivers  of  'waters  in  a  dry 
place ^  and  as  the  Jbadaw  of  a  great  rock  in  a  v>eary 
land.     2.  He  is  the  Lord  their  God|  and  (hield,  for 
offending  all  their  enemies :  Hence  he  is  ikid  to  have 
«  fword  of  power  girded  on  his  thigh,  for  executing 
judgment  on  their  enemies^'  Deuf.  xxxii^4i,  42.  If 
I  whet  my  glittering  fwcrd^  and  mine  hand  take  bold 
^judgment J  I  will  render  vengeance  to  mine  enemies^ 
and  a  reward  to  tbem  that  bate  me ;  /  wili  make  mine 
arrows  drunk  witb  bloody  &c.  Read  alfo,  ver.  43.  and 
compare  it  with  Ifa.  Ixiii.  i,  2,  3,  4.  The  day  ofven-- 
gcance  is  in  mine  beart^for  t be  year  of  my  redemption 
is  come.     O  it  is  a  day  of  happy  vengeance  to  the 
Ifrael  of  God,  when  he,  as  their  mighty  conqueror, 
fubdues  the  nations  under  them,  and  takes  venge- 
ance on  all  their  powerful  lufls  and  fpiritual  enemies. 
A  day  of  vengeance  to  the  enemy,  is  a  day  of  re- 
demption to  his  friends.     But  this  leads  me  to 

TYi^f ftb  thing  propofed,  namely,  to  fpeak  of  the 
manner  of  the  conqueft-  Wc  have  heard  of  the 
conqueror,  here  defigned,  The  Lord  thy  God;  and 
now  the  manner  of  the  conqueft  is,  He  will  put  out 
tbefe  nations  before  thee  by  little  and  little.  And  here 
three  things  may  be  noticed  with  reference  to  the 
manner  of  the  conqueft;  i.  It  is  obtained  power- 
fully and  cfFedtually,  He  will  put  cut  tkefe  nations. 
2.  Vifibly  and  remarkably,  he  will  put  them  out 
before  tkee.  3.  Gradually  and  piece-meal,  byJittle 
and  little.  To  each  of  thefe  I  would  fpeak  a 
word. 
'  .  Vol.  II.  E  c  Firfi,^ 
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Firfi^  The  manner  of  the  conqaeft  is»  that  k  fa 
obtsdncd  powerfully  and  e^eSualhf :  ^tbe  Lard  ttj 
God  will  put  out  tbefe  nations ;  or^  as  it  is  rendered 
in  the  margin,  he  will  pluck  ^thefe  nations^  And 
fi>  it  is  further  explained,  ver.  %\.  of  this  chaptCTi 
he  will  deliver  them  unto  tbee^  am  Jtall  deftroy  tbem 
with  a  mighty  deftruBion^  till  they  be  deproyed  ut- 
terly^ And  be  wiU  deliver  their  kings  into  tbtneAandSf 
ver.  24.  and  Exod.  xxiii.  30.  ^  attk  and  Htth  mM 
I  drive  tbem  out.  Now,  thus,  in  the  fpiritual  con* 
queft,  the  nations  muft  be  put  oot;  And  the  Loid's 
putting  them  out,  does  import, 

I.  That  thefe  nations  of  luils  and  fpiritual  cnc* 
mies  have  ftrength  and  power  upon  meir  fidci  fb 
that  it  is  no  eafy  work  to  get  them  driven  out,  yea, 
utterly  impoflible,  unleis  the  Lord  our  God  under* 
take  it.  If  you  aik  where  the  ftrength  of  thcie  na-^ 
dons  lies,  and  particularly  the  ftrength  of  fin  ?  I 
anfwer,  in  thefe  four  things ;  (i.)  The  ftrength  of 
the  nation  of  fin  and  of  lufts  lies  in  their  root,  the 
body  of  fin  and  death  :  As  the  ftrength  of  a  tree 
lies  in  the  root,  fo  that  the  ax  muft  be  laid  to  the 
root,  if  you  would  deftroy  it  i  and  as  the  ftrength 
of  the  water  is  in  the  fountain,  fo  that,  if  you  would 
deftroy  it,  the  fountain  muft  be  ftopt  up;  fothe 
ftrength  of  fin  is  in  the  root  and  fountain  of  fin  that 
is  within.  And  hence,  (2.)  The  ftreneth  of  thefe 
nations  of  lufts  lies  in  the  relation  they  have  to  our 
felves :  And  hence,  for  a  man  to  deftroy  hia  lufts, 
is  to  deny  himfelf.  Thefe  nations  of  lufts  and  fins 
are  fuch  a  part  of  himfelf,  that  they  feem  to  be  .the 
beft  part,  and  the  moft  ufeful  part  of  himfelf;  bis 
right-hand,  his  right-eye,  his  members,  Col.  iii.  5. 
Mortify  therefore  your  members  that  are  upon  earth, 
(3.)Thc  ftrength  of  thcfc  nations  lies  in  the  com- 
mander 
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indnder  dnd  captain-general  that  leads  them  fbrth> 
that  is,  the  devil  5  the  great  quarter-mafter  that  fills 
fhe  heart,  as  it  ii  (aid  oi  Ananias^  Adls  v.  3.  Why 
hath  Satan  filkd  thine  hearty  to  lye  to  the  Holy  Ghofl^ 
and  keep  bank  part  of  the  price  ?  It  is  the  devil  that  fills 
the  heart  of  people  to  lye,and  fills  thcirheart  to  fwear, 
and  fills  their  heart  to  drink  and  debauch,  and  fills 
their  heart  to  keep  back  what  fervice  is  due  to  God. 
This  commander  is  a  ftrong  man,  and  cannot  be 
conquered  but  by  a  ftronger.  Yea,  (4.J  ilie  ftrength 
of  thefe  nations  of  fin  lies  in  the  law  of  works,  i  Cor. 
XV.  56.  T^be  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law.  Sin  hath  do- 
minion over  all  that  are  under  the  law,  and  not  under 
grace,  Rom.  vi.  14.  and  that  on  many  accounts, 
which  1  cannot  now  infift  upon  5  but  particularly, 
among  the  reft,  becaufe,  by  reafon  of  the  original 
breach  thereof,  they  are  under  the  curfc  of  it,  of 
which  curfe  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  a  great  part ;  fo 
that  no  lefs  power  than  that  which  can  pull  up 
the  root,  a  body  of  fin  and  death,  and  pull  down 
felf  and  all  the  members  of  it,  and  that  can  deftroy 
the  devil  the  captain  of  hell,  and  at  the  fame  time 
give  full  fatisfadtion  to  the  law  of  the  God  of  heaven ; 
no  lefs  power  can  deftroy  thefe  nations,  for  here 
their  flrength  lies.  The  Lord's  putting  them  out, 
fuppofes  and  imports  this  ftrength  and  power  that 
they  have  upon  their  fide. 

2.  It  imports  that  thefe  nations  of  lufts  and  fpi- 
ritual  enemies  have  the  poflcflion,  which  indeed 
is  alio  a  great  part  of  their  ftrength.  There  would 
be  no  need  of  driving  them  out,  if  they  were  not 
in  :  Nay,  they  are  in  poflcflion,  they  are  in  aftual 
pofliflion  of  the  imderfianding  of  all  men  by  nature, 
who  arc  therefore  alienated  from  the  life  of  God, 
thro'  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them.  They  have 
a^ual  poflcflion  of  the  ivill  \  hence  men  are  not  onl^ 

E  e  2  \xwN^- 


420  ^  gradual  conguef  i  Of,    - 

unwilling  to  let  thefe  nations  go  out,  and  as  unw'^« 
ing  as  Pbaraob  was  to  let  Ijrael  go,  tho'  plagued 
from  heaven  for  his  wilfulnefs ;  but  alfo  the  will  is 
filled  with  enmity  againil  God,  and  rifes  up  in 
arms  and  oppofition  againft  him,  and  in  &voar  of 
thefe  lufts.  Yea,  they  have  pofleffion  of  all  the 
powers  and  faculties  of  the  loul ;  they  are  deeply 
rooted  in  the  heart  and  nature,  as  the  "Jebufites  were 
in  the  land  of  Canaan  \  and  there  they  fortify  and 
intrench  themfelves,  fo  that  it  is  no  eafy  work  to 
drive  them  out :  Yea,  as  they  have  no  will  to  go 
out,  fo  out  they  will  never  go,  till  they  be  driven 
by  a  fuperior  power,  as  Chrift  drove  the  buyers  and 
fellers  out  of  the  temple,  who  turned  the  temple  of 
God  to  a  den  of  thieves.     Therefore, 

3,  It  imports  an  exerting  of  the  divine  power 
in  oppofition  to  thefe  nations,  in  order  to  their 
being  put  out  and  dedroyed ;  and  that  is  even  the 
almighty  power  of  God  in  Chrift,  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  Roniy,  viii.  13.  If  you  thro  the  Jpirit  nwrtify 
ibe  deeds  of  the  bodf^  youjhall  live.  It  is  not  by  dbc 
power  of  nature,  or  free-will ;  Not  by  migbt^  mr  iy 
power ^  but  by  myfpirit^fays  the  Lord  of  bofts^  Zecb. 
iv.  6.  When  the  conqueft  is  aftually  commenced 
in  a  foul,  the  fpirit  of  God  comes,  and  gives  battle 
€0  the  nations  of  the  Canaanitesy  the  luils  and  old 
inhabitants  of  the  heart,  and  takes  pofleffion.  How 
he  does  fo,  may  afterwards  more  appear;  Only,  I 
fay  here,  the  Lord's  putting  out  the  nations,  im- 
ports, that  his  almighty  power  is  adually  put  forth 
for  this  end. 

4.  It  imports,  that  this  power  is  and  fhall  be  ef- 
feftual  J  for  it  is  faid.  He  will  put  them  out  j  he  will 
drive  them  out  of  their  old  quarters,  and  deftroy 
themj    he    will  drive   them   out  of    the.  heart, 

out 
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out  of  the  houfe,  out  of  the  will,  out  of  the  af- 
fedWons,  out  of  all  the  forts  where  they  ftrength- 
ned  themfelvcs,  and  at  laft  but  of  the  world, 
when  he  compleats  his  Work  of  fandlification ;  for 
He  that  bath  begun  the  good  work^  will  per fedl  it^ 
Phil.  i.  6.  And  furc  there  is  no  true  hearted  jy2r- 
raelite  here,  but  will  fay.  Amen,  Lord  haften  the 
time  when  thefe  nations  of  luft  (hall  be  driven  out 
of  my  heart,  and  driven  out  of  the  world;  Lord, 
let  them  be  driven  to  hell  with  the  devil  their  cap- 
tain, and  let  me  be  quit  of  them  for  ever.  Well,  the 
day  of  their  compleat  extirpation  is  coming ;  The 
lard  thy  God  will  drive  out  thefe  nations.     But  then, 

Secondly^  The  manner  of  the  conqueft,  here  ex- 
preft,  is  vifible  and  remarkable  y  he  will  drive  them 
out  before  thee.  1  think  this  word  may  import  the 
vifible  and  remarkable  manner  of  the  conqueft ; 
and  more  pardcularly, 

I.  That  the  Ifrael  of  God  get  a  fight  of  their 
enemies.  Thefe  nations  are  in  their  view,  while  the 
Lord  their  God  is  driving  them  out,  and  while  they 
through  grace  are  led  to  the  field  of  batde  againfl: 
them  :  He  will  drive  them  out  before  thee.  They 
that  never  ^ot  a  view  of  their  fins  and  lufts,  nor  of 
the  ftieflgth  of  their  arms  s  that  never  faw  their  own 
corrupt  nature,  nor  experienced  the  power  of  cor- 
ruption in  their  hearts ;  they  are  yet  living  at  their 
carnal  cafe,  in  tlic  midfl:  of  thefe  nations,  and  un- 
der the  power  tlicreof :  They  are  alive  without  the 
law,  Rom.  vii.  9.  Tlie  commandment  hath  not 
come,  nor  liii  revived,  to  difcovcr  its  ftrength  to 
them  :  They  are  yet  foldiers  under  tlie  devil's  ban- 
ner: They  have  not  taken  on  with  Chrift :  The 
battle  with  the  nations  is  not  yet  begun ;  for  they 
never  yet  faw  them,  nor  viewed  their  ftrength. 
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2.  His  driving  out  the  nations  before  thena,  im-r 
ports,  that,  through  grace  the  Ifrael  of  God.  are 
made  adlive  herein.  It  is  before  tbee  they  (hall  be 
driven  out.  Being  afled  by  his  grace,  they  ad  j 
being  aroned  by  his  fpirit,  they  fight,  and  through 
the  fpirit  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body.  It  is  true^ 
fooietimes  the  ^rael  of  God  have  nothing  to  do  at 
all,  but  juft  tp  {land  dill,  as  it  w^re,,  g|xd  fee  the 
£tlvation  of  God  ;  tp  (land  fti|l,  and  fee  i[ibw  the  wa* 
ters  will  divide  to  let  them  through,  an^  how  they 
"will  return  to  drown  and  overwhelm  their  pnemies : 
But,  for  ordinary,  their  work  is  to  gofomip{ird^  in  the 
xiame  ^d  ftrength  of  the  Lord  tl^eir  Go()>  and  give 
battle  to  their  enemies,  that  they  may  be  deftroyed 
before  them,  and  under  the  banner  of  Chrift  Jefus 
the  glorious  c^ptaip  pf  ialyation,  to  fight  the  good 
fight  of  faith.     Yea, 

3.  His  driving  out  the  nations  before  them»  iQi? 
ports,  that  even  when  they  are  called  to  a£t  and 
fight,  they  (hall  have  no  ground  of  boafting,  but  ra? 
ther  of  blufhing,  when  they  confider  wh&t  part  it  is; 
that  they  adt  in  this  matter :  For  the  Lord  him/elf 
muft  be  the  agent  j  The  Lord  thy  Cod  will  pyimt  the 
72atiom  before  thee.  IfraeF^  captain  goes  before  theni| 
and  leads  the  van :  the  Lion  of  thp  tribe  of  Judak 
muft  go  before  them,  and  tear  their  enemies  to 
pieces :  It  is  he  that  fubdues  the  nations  under  th^m. 
He  hath  gone  before  them  already,  and  had  a  bloody 
battle  with  all  the  nations  of  hell  upon  mount  Oilr 
vary ;  there  he  fought,  and  overcame  principalities 
and  powers ;  there  he  condemned  fin  in  the  fiefh, 
and  deftroyed  the  ftrength  of  it,  by  nailing  the  law 
to  his  Crofs,  Col.  \u  14.  And  however  the  nations 
piay  rally  their  forces  again,  and  fecm  formidable 
and  dreadful,:  vet  their  ftrcngth  being  broken  in 

■     this 
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iSoM  bk)ody  engagement^  die  believer  hath  00  more 
to  do  in  effe^  out  to  hold  op  the  rtd  flag  of  the 
blood  of  Chrift  by'-fiuth,  and  dieo  be  overcomes 
by  the  blood  of  tM  lamb,  ttf^.  ziL  i.  The  great 
battle  is  already  fonght,  and  the  great  art  of  the  ^ 
belieirer,  in  all  the  lefler  battles,  lin  in  fetting  his 
captain  before  Jum  6ying»  lU  g^  m  the  firtnpb  \f 
the  Lord  I  far  m  tte  Lm^Imh^bme  Inghtemfnys  and 
firenpb  %  mwing  him  as  before  them  in  the  field, 
according  to  hia  piomifet  92r  Lordtby  Gad  mUput 
wt  tbefe  nations  hefare  tbee. 

4.  It  may  import,  thatv  as  the  Lord  their  God 
will  make  their  enemies  to  flee  befeie  their  fiice, 
fo  they  fball  be  witn^es  to  the  wonders  of  his 
^wer  in  oviertiirowing  the  nations  in  their  way. 
The  true  J^^  of  God  dare  hardly  call  themielvcs 
warriors  againfi  their  enemies,  but  rather  witnefies 
to  the  battk  of  the  Lord,  when  he  fights  for  them, 
«nd  makes  them  overcoiM,  and  tiien  gives  diem 
the  name  of  ^m^nenrs.  yea,  mart  tkm  cmquir$rs  • 
ttroagb  Aim  that  laved  tbem.  He  overcomes  for  them, 
and  then  crowns  them  as  the  overcomers,  ftying,  ^0 
Jbim  that  overcomes^  mU  1  give  to  Jk  mtb  me  on  my 
tbrom^  &c.  They  are  witnefies  to  his  exploits  a-* 
gainfl  their  enemies ;  for  his  ordinary  time  of  fight* 
sng  remarkably  for  them,  is,  when  their  flrength 
is  gone  i  and  wheo  he  ftes  their  power  is  gone,  and 
there  is  none  fhat  up  or  left,  by  reafon  of  the  pow- 
er of  their  enemies,  Deut.  xxxii.  36.  then  he  fleps 
in,  and  takes  vengeance  on  their  enemies.  And  in- 
deed the  day  of  power  is  a  day  remarkable  for  viAo* 
riesovcr  fin, Satan, the  world, and thelufls  thereof.  Do 
you  remember  the  day,  believer,  when  you  thought 
there  was  a  legion  of  devils,  a  nation  of  lufts,  an 
army  oi  corriiptions,  a  regiment  of  hell  within  you ; 
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but,  behold,  you  got  a  view  of  the  icaptain  of  fil-i 
▼ation  ready  to  put  out  thefe  nationB  before  yoa, 
and  you  got  grace  to  take  hold  of  him,  to  believe 
in  him,  and  fo  to  turn  to  flight  the  armies  of  the 
aliens  ?  Are  there  not  fome  remarkable  tinges,  when 
you  got  your  feet  fet  upon  the  neck  of  your  iufts? 
By  thee  I  have  run  through  a  troops  fays  Da^d^ 
Pfal.  xviii^  29.  tfW  by  my  God  I  ovirUap  a  wall.  It 
is  true,  the  conqueft  is  not  always  renuukabie ; 
for  fometimes  the  nations  compafsthem  about  like 
bees,  and  (ling  them,  and  torment  them,  aiid  pre*? 
vail  againft  them  ^  iniquities  fnrevail  agaiuft  me^  (ays 
David:  Yet  they  never  prevail  foiarfbut-that  graoe 
flill  renews  the  fight,  and  at  laft  obtains  the  vidtoryi 
tho'  yet,  through  many  ups  and  downs,  and  falir 
ings  and  rifings,  to's  and  fro*8»  and  changeSi  There- 
fore, 

Thirdly^  The  manner  of  the  conqueft  here  ex- 
preft  is  gradual,  by  littk  and  little.  This  is  the 
main  point  here  intended,  with  reference  to  the 
manner  of  the  Lord's  deftroying  the  nations :  Thcrci* 
fore  I  would  here,  i.  Show  what  may  be  imported 
in  this  his  putting  out  the  nations  by  little  and:  little. 
2.  By  what  feveral  ftcps,  ftrokes,  or  de|jrec8,vhc 
puts  out  the  nations  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe.  -' 

ifty  As  to  the  import  of  this  phrafCj'.Ajr /irfi 
and  little,  i.  It  fays,  that  the  Ifrael  of  God  are 
not  to  expedl  that  their  fpiritual  enemies  will  be  all 
vanquifhed  at  the  firft  onfet.  Tho'  the  vidory  be 
begun  whenever  the  foul  gets  into  Chrift,  and  un- 
der his  colours  who  is  the  captain  of  falvation,  yet 
the  commencement  of  the  fpiritual  war  is  not  the 
complcatment  thereof;  nay,  there  may  be  many 
a  battle  before  the  war  be  at  a  clofe,  and  the  vie- 
tory  compleat :  For  tho'  the  eqemy  hath  got  a  dead 
4  flroke. 
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:roke,  and  the'  the  nations  of  lufts,  like  the  beaft 
lentioned,  Dan.  vii.  12.  Have  their' domimon  taken 
way^  yet  their  lives  are  proltmgedfor  afeafon^  which 
ccafions  the  war  to  be  prolonged.  2.  By  little 
nd  little,  it  imports,  that  the  vlfible  advantages 
ver  the  nations  of  fpiritual  enemies  may  be  very 
nail :  Ifrael  may  be  at  a  time  but  holpen  with  a 
ttle  help,  Dan.  xi.  34.  and  get  a  little  reviving  iii 
leir  bondage,  Ezra^  ix.  8.  a  little  victory  at  a  time, 
fmall  advantage  againft  the  enemy:  But,  though  it 
e  fmall,  yet  the  day  of  fmall  things  is  not  to  be 
efpijed^  Zech.  iv.  lo.  for,  as  we  fay,  many  fmalls 
lake  a  great.  Therefore,  3.  The  Lord's  putting 
bem  out  by  Jittle  and  little,  imports,  that  tho'  the 
:veral  foils  be  fmall,  yet  they  are  fuccefsful  >  for 
y  little  and  little  the  nations  are  thus  put  out  and 
ifcomfited:  Every  new  battle  tends  to  the  ruin^- 
ig  of  the.  enemy  more  and  more.  Let  not  the 
eliever  fay  that  nothing  is  done,  becaufe  fo  little 
(done,  and  the  enemy  is  yet  alive. 'O^be  thia;ik- 
j1,  if  by  little  and  little  the  Lord  be^pibtting  them 
ut,  aqd  gradually  diminidiing  their  forces.  4.  By 
ttle  and  little,  it  imports  the  continUatioh  and  pro^ 
refs  of  the  war,  until  there  be  a  total  extirpation 
f  the  nations.  There  may  be  an  intermiflion  of 
Tokes,  now  a  ftroke  and  then  a  ftroke  given  to  the 
nemy ;  but  no  intermiflion  of  the  war  during  the 
lilitant  ftate,  no  proclamation  of  peace  with  the 
nemy,  no  league  with  any  luft  among  the  true 
frael  of  God.  Lufts  may  indeed  rife  and  rage, 
nd  rally  their  forces  again,  even  after  they  are 
Duted,  and  a  multitude  of  thefe  nations  may  gather 
Dgether ;  and  the  believer  may  be  in  great  fears  of 
le  iflue,  left  he  be  fwallowed  up  and  deftroyed 
efore  them :  till  by  faith  he  get  ^  new  recruit  of 

auxilir 
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auxiliaries  Bnd  Arength  from  heftvfcn,  and  then  he 
wflM  iay»  with  the  pialmifti  Pfal.  cxviii.  io»  ii. 
jrAr  natiOHs  compaft  me  about^  imt  in  the  mme  tftbi 
jMrd  mllidejircy  them  3  for  thtn  tberigbt  bandpftbe 
JJrd  does  vatiantfy.  Yet  ftill  it  is  by  litde  and  tittle; 
Jiere  a  little,  and  there  a  little ;  here  a  Utde  ftcbke 

E* ren  to  Satan's  kingdom,  and  there aiitftk  ftrake; 
re  a  litde  da(h  given  to  the  old  man  and  hii  liifl% 
and  there  a  little  dafh';  a  little  at  this  duty,  and  a 
little  at  another  $  a  little  at  this  fermon,  and  a  little 
«t  another  fermon ;  aC  this  facrament^  and  the  other 
hcrt^tntnti  till  the  finifliing  ilroke  be  given.  But 
this  leads  to  the  other  queftion  here.    \ 

2dfy^  By  what  fieps  and  degrees  is  the  conqoeft 
ever  the  nations  advanced  to  a  total  txtirpafcbn  of 
fAtm i  Bate  I  might  enquin,  i.  By  ^hat  dq^rees 
the  CQoqueft  is  advanced  by  Ifraets  captain  in  hie 
own  jpenen }  a.  By  what  degrees  it  is  aovanoed  i^ 
Jiim  m  their  .perfons } 

.  (i.)  By  what  degrees  the  conqueft  is  advanced 
and  compkated  by  die  captain  of  Srael^  the  Lofd 
Jeftts  Qtfift,  in  his  own  peribn  ?  Fll  cell  you  four 
temarkable  periods  of  his  conqueft;  wfaodn  you 
may  fee  four  remarkable  degrees  dioxof.  i)l  Pe- 
riod was  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  paradiie, 
immediately  after  the  fall  of  jidam :  There  he  pro- 
claimed war  between  the  feed  of  the  woman  ana  the 
.feed  of  the  ierpent ;  and  after  the  proclamation,  dur* 
-ing  that  Old  Teftament  period  he  kept  all  his  ibl- 
.diers  in  expectation  of  lus  appearing,  according  to 
4hat  promife  and  proclamation,  as  their  head  and 
general ;  fo  that,  in  the  faith  of  this  coming  Af^^Etfi, 
they  overcame.  2d  Period  was  in  the  remarkable 
combat  that  was  betwixt  the  two  heads  of  the  two 
contending  parties  on  mount  Calvary^  Chrift  on  the 

one 
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one  hand  J  and  the  fi^roeot  on  the  other  j  when  tho' 
the  ferpent  bruifed  hisoed  unto  blood,  yet  he  brake 
the  ferpent's  head  with  his  bloody  heel>  while  h 
death  be  dejlrcyed  bim  that  bad  tbe  power  rf  deaw^ 
tbat  is  tbe  devil ^  an4  vanquifhed  the  nations  of  hell, 
by  deftroying  their  commander's  power.  ^  Period 
was  in  the  aiter«-game  that  followed  upon  this  me* 
inorable  combat  j  when,  in  his  refurrefticxi  and  aC- 
ipenfion  unto  heaven,  he  difoiantled  all  the  nrriibns 
of  Satan,  diwded  tbe  Jpoif  witb  tbe  Jlrofq[^  bd  cMti^ 
mty  captive:  which  laid  the  foundation  foraiuo- 
cefsful  war  to  aU  his  Ifrael^  carried  on  between 
^cbaol  and  his  angels,  and  the  dragon  and  his  an<» 
gels  i  where  the  dragon,  havine  got  a  deadly  ftroke, 
cannot  prevail,  Jlev.  xii.  7,  8.  mo'  he  continue  thus 
to  rally  his  forces  againft  heaven,  and  all  that. bend 
heavenward  to  the  end  of  the  world.  And  then 
comes  the  ^b  Period,  in  that  confuounate  ftroke 
which  the  captain  of  falvation  will  ^ive  to  the  devil 
lind  his  armies,  at  the  great  day,  when  he  will  come 
in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with  power  and  great  glory : 
Then  death,  and  he  that  had  the  power  of  it,  flsall 
t>e  utterly  deftroyed ;  for,  tbe  Iqft  enemf  to  be  de^ 
Jlrcyed^  is  deatb^  i  Cor.  xvi.  56.  From  the  firft  to 
the  laft  .enemy,  not  one  ihdl  be  left  nor  fpared 
from  deftrq£tio(i :  Then  (in,  and  death  that  was 
(>rought  in  by  fin,  (hall  be  under  an  eternal  bani(h- 
ment,  never  more  to  appear  among  the  jyi'ael  of 
Qod.  Thus  you  fee  by  what  fteps  and  degrees  the 
conqueil  is  ciiR:£fcuat£d  by  the  Lord  Jefus  in  his  own 
|)erfon^ 

(2.)  By  what  degrees,  fay  you,  is  it  adually  ob- 
tained by  him  in  his  members  and  ibldiers,  when 
he  drives  out  the  nations  before  them  ?  Why,  i .  By 
little  and  little,  he  brings  them  to  the  field  of  battle 

againft 
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againft  the  nations,  in  a  jday  of  power,  when  di« 
fpiritual  war  is  beguri.  2.  By  little  and  little,  be 
carries  on  the  conqueft,  till  the  day  of  death,  when 
the  warfare  is  concluded. 

ijfy  I  fay,  by  little  and  little,  he  brings  them 
forth  to  the  field  againft  the  nations  of  lufts  that  iland 
In  their  way  to  the  htaLVtt\\^  Canaany  and  that  in  a 
day  of  power,  in  a  day  of  converfion,  whea  the 
fpiritual  war  is  comme^-'.ced  in  th^  nian's  pcrfon. 

^leji.  How  does  the  Lord  tlicir  God  bring  them 
forth  againft  the  enemy  ? 

I  do  not  limit  the  Lord  to  this  or  that  way  j  he 
IS  fovereign :  But  I  fpeak  of  the  ordinary  fteps  and 
degrees,  by  which  he  brings  any  poor  finncr  that 
was  under  the  powbr  of  fii)  and  Satan,  mixed  with, 
and  under  the  power  of  the  nations  of  hell;  by 
which,  I  fay,  he  brings  them  to  the  iield.  There 
are  feveral  fields  that  the  captain  of  falvation  leads 
them  thro',  before  they  be  oh  the  field  of  battle, 
where  the  nations  are  put  out  before  them. 

1.  He  leads  them  to  the  field  of  confiderHtim^  and 
makes  them  there  bethink  themfelves  what  a  fad 
ftate  and  condition  they  are  in,  while  waging  war 
againft  heaven,  under  the  devil's  banner.  What  am 
I  doing?  and,  where  ami  going?  and,  what  will 
be  the  end  of  thefc  things,  and  of  living  in  the  fer- 
.vice  of  thcfc  nations  of  lufts  ?  And,  O  where  will  be 
my  landing-place  to  eternity,  if  this  be  my  courfe? 
Many  never  go  fo  far  towards  the  heavenly  Canaan^ 
as  to  ftcp  into  this  field  of  confideration.  iT^e  ox 
kncivcth  his  oumtTy  ami  the  nfs  his  mafters  crib  \  but 
f  frael  docs  not  btc\v,  my  people  do  not  confider^  Ifa. 
1.  3.  But,  ah  !  many  never  fo  much  as  turn  their 
faces  towards  the  field  of  battle  againft  their  lufts, 
^'^  Ion  or  as  thev  do  not  enter  on  tliis  field  of  confi- 

deration : 
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deration :  Therefore^  when  the  Lord  begins  a  good 
worl^  on  his  people^  he  brings  them  firfl  to.confider 
their  waysj  /  thought  upon  my  ways^  and  turned  my 
fe^t  to  tby  tejlimmies..  May  he  he  brings  them  to  it 
by  fome  rouzing  providence,  whereby  be  flops  their 
career  in  wickednefs,  and  hedges  up  their  way  with 
thorns,  as  he  ftopt  Manajfes^  and  held  him  in  the. 
thorns  of  Babykn^  till  he  began  to  coniider  and  know 
that  the  Lord  was  God^  and  that  he  was  fighting 
againlft  God^ 

2.  Another  little  advance,  while  by  little  and  little 
he  leads  them  forth  to  battle,  is  his  bringing  them 
next  to  the  field  of  concern.     This  naturally  follows 
upon  due  confideration.     The  man  is  brought  to 
fee  the  hazard  and  danger  he  is  compafTed  with,  and 
to  be  afraid  of  the  iiTue.  Some  may  make  a  flep  into 
the  field  of  confideration  a  little,  but  they  presently 
ftep  back  again,  without  going  forward  to  the  field 
Df  concern :  But  when  the  Lord  hath  a  mind  to  bring 
Dne  forward  to  the  camp  for  war,  he  brings  them 
Into  the  field  of  great  concern^  where  they  are  filled 
with  a  greater  concern  about  falvation  than  ever 
they  had  about  any  thing  in  the  world,  faying  with 
ihejaylor^  O!  Wbatfiallldotobefaved?  and  with 
Rtf/^r's  hearers,  Men  and  brethren^  ^hat  JljaU  we  do? 
\%  there  any  falvation  for  me,  that  have  been  fight** 
ng  againfl  God  all  my  days  ? 

3.  Another  litde  advance  i?,  his  bringing  them 
rom  the  field  of  concern  to  the  field  of  re/ilefnefs^ 
ven  to  a  reftlef;  endeavour. to  come  out  of  Satan's 
amp,  -and  out  of  that  fad  condition  they  fee  them<- 
dves  in:  For  this -concern. about. fi^lyatlon,  and 
!ar  of  6Vi|rlaftingi  ,damnatioii,.\makes  thepfi  to  fall 
bout  the  means  pfrjeliefi  and  fo  th^y  read^  and  . 

pray. 
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|)rav,  and  hear,  and  mediute,  and  monrls,  attd  i^ndfi 
ana  reformi  and  you  would  think  they  were  by  thu 
time  beginning  to  fight  againft  the  natiobf  of  their 
lufts:  But,  however  thefe  fneant  be  good  b  them* 
felves,  and  a  reftlefnef$  in  the  ufe  of  them  may  be 
wrought  under  the  awakeiuiifi;  influence  c^the  4>uit 
of  God ;  yet  there  is  fome  omer  field  the  liian  muft 
be  taken  thro%  before  he  be  capaUe  to  lift  arms 
i^inft  his  lufts  in  an  evangelical  and  acceptable  man- 
ner :  For,  as  yet,  his  legal  neart  leads  him  to  nothbg 
but  a  lejeal  virarfiire,  under  which  his  fpiritual  lufh 
remain  ftili  in  their  ftrength  and  dominion.  The  man 
is  yet  under  the  law,  and  fo  under  the  dominion  of 
fin,  Ram.  vu  14.  And  hence,  while  he  is  yet  in  this 
field,  he  is  ready  to  be  filled  with  vain  ima^nations, 
and  legal  dreams,  like  the  yo0ng  man  in  the  gofJKl, 
that  it  is  by  doing  fome  good  thing  or  other  to  is  to 
have  eternal  life.  In  this  Cafe,  be  may  be  doing  a 
great  deal  of  duties,  and  doing  what  he  can  with  the 
^greateft  natural  ferioufnefs,  and  yet  to  no  purpofe  *, 
becaufe  he  is  doing  upon  the  principle  of  the  old  co- 
venant of  works,  ao  and  live.  Therefore,  4.  Another 
little  advance  is  the  Lord's  bringing  them  firom^at 
field  of  refilefnefs  to  the  field  of  dejpmr  %  fo  as  to  de- 
fpair  of  help  in  themfelves  and  in  their  endeavourSi 
to  defpair  of  ever  gettine  the  vidory  by  their  legal 
diligence,  to  defpair  of  life  by  the  law,  and  their  own 
obedience  thereto.  When  the  foul  is  upon  this  field, 
it  meets  with  the  law,  and  fees  the  extent  and  fpirito-* 
ality  of  it,  as  eata^ng  no  lefs  than  perfedkm,  iotmial 
perfedlion  in  heart  and  nature,  external  perieAioo  in 
lip  and  life,  eternal  perfefiion  in  point  of  coDtinoance 
and  duration;  for,  curfidii  n^  mie  tb^t  tmiimutb 
nor,  &c.  and  fo  all  tnis  perfedion  it  requires  upon 
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pain  of  eternal  death  and  damnation*  N^iw^  the 
compiandment  come8>  Bom.  vis.  9.  and  tho'  the 
man  was  alive  without  the  law  once,  and  reckoned 
he  was  right  enough,  and  bade  fair  for  the  heavenly 
Canaan^  as  well  as  his  neighbours ;  yet  the  coIl^i^ 
mandment  thus  coming,  iin  revives,  and  he  dies  > 
his  hope  and  expedbation  by  the  law,  or  by  his  le- 
gal endeavours,  give  up  the  ghoft.  Now,  till  a 
man  be  brought  to  this  field  of  defpair^  he  is  not 
brought  half-way  to  the  field  of  battle  againft  the 
nations  of  enemies  in  his  way  to  Canaan  \  but  when 
the  Lord  brings  a  man  to  this  defpair  in  himfelf^ 
and  to  defpair  of  relief  from  creatures  and  means^ 
then  there  begins  to  be  fome  hope  in  Ifrael  con- 
cerning him»  Therefore,  5.  Another  little  advance^ 
while  the  Lord  is  bringing  the  man  by  little  and 
little  to  the  gofpel-camp,  is  this :  He  brings  him 
from  the  field  of  defpair  to  the  field  of  bcpe^  I 
mean,  to  a  diftant  fight  of  the  Cape  of  good  Jbope^ 
in  the  hearing  of  the  glad  news  of  the  gofpel  con- 
cerning the  captain  of  falvation,  in  whom  alone 
poor  inflaved  finners  may  be  made  more  than  con- 
querors over  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world,  over  death 
and  hell,  and  all  fpiritual  enemies.  The  foul  hears 
of  this  mighty  captain,  that  he  is  able,  to  fave  to 
the  uttermoft ;  and  fo  conceives  hope,  that  perhaps 
he  will  ihew  mercy,  and  deliver  a  poor  captive.  I 
ipeak  not  here  of  the  new  and  lively  hope,  that  is 
the  firuit  and  efiedt  of  faith  >  for,  on  this  field  of 
hope  that  I  fpeak  of,  the  man  is  yet  between  hope 
and  defpair,  as  it  were :  This  hope  cannot  be  a 
helmet  to  him,  while  he  yet  wants  the  (hield  of 
faith  I  yet  it  is  fuch  a  hope,  wrought  by  the  obf- 
jedive  revelation  of  the  gofpel,  as  keeps  him  from 
finking  into  utter  difoouragcment,  and  encouragft 

him 
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him  to  go  forward,  becaufe  he  fees  a  door  of  hope 
open  in  the  call  of  the  gofpel,  wherein  he  /lean 
Chrift  calling  him  to  come  to  him  freely,  and  re- 
ceive his  grace.     O  there  is  the  door  of  a  new  co* 
venant  open,  fays  the  man  within  himfdf ;   I  fee 
at  IS  open  for  the  like  of  me,  and  I  am  particularly 
called  to  come  in  at  this  open  door:  And  now, 
when  the  man  is  brought  to  this,  he  is  truly  not  far 
from  the  kingdom  of  heaven,   not  hx  from  the 
field  of  battle ;  he  needs  but  to  be  holpen  vidth  a 
little  help  further,  and  then  his  courie  is  compleat 
Therefore,  6.  Another  little  advance  is,  after  the 
foul  is  brought  over  all  thefe  fields,  by  the  good 
hand  of  God  upon  him,  he  is  brought  into  the  field 
oi  faving  faitb^  getting  fuch  a  difcovery  of  Jcfus 
Chrift,  the  captain  of  falvation,    by  the  fpirit  of 
wifdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  him,  as 
powerfully  determines  him   to  take  on  with  him 
as  a  volunteer,  being  made  willing  in  the  day  of 
power,  and  being  charmed  with  the  glory  of  his 
perfon,  the  freedom  of  his  grace,  the  holinefs  of  the 
ftandard  and  ruddy  enfign  died  with  his  own  blood. 
Here  the  man  fees  him  girding  his  fword  upon  his 
thigh,  even  his  glory  and  majefty  :    By  this  fword 
of  glorious  grace,  the  iinner  is  made  a  willing  fub- 
jedt,  a  willing  foldier  to  follow  the  glorious  captain, 
and  employ  him  to  fight  all  his  battles,  and  drive 
out  all  the  nations  of  his  lufts  before  him.     And 
now  the  man  is  a  BELIEVER,  and  is  come  in- 
deed to  the  field  of  battle,  being  joined  to  the  Lord 
Jefus,  and  disjoined  from  his  old  general :  Now  he 
is,  by  virtue  of  union  to  Chrift,  entitled  to  a  com- 
pleat  vidory  over  all  the  nations  of  enemies  in  his 
way,  and  entitled  to  all   thefe  new  recruits  from 
heaven,  that  are  necefifary  igv  the  gradual  fubduing 
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the  nations  before  him,  till  he  get  to  the  pof- 
Qion  of  the  heavenly  Canaan.  Thus  you  fee  how 
'  little  and  little  the  Lord  brings  them  forth  to  the 
:ld  of  battle ;  and  by  what  various  degrees  they 
B  brought  from  flaves  to  the  devil  and  their  lufts, 
be  foldiers  of  Chrift.  But  now,  as  by  little  and 
tie  he  brings  them  to  the  field  of  battle  againft 
e  nations  in  a  day  of  power :  So, 
2dlyj  By  little  and  little  he  carries  on  the  con- 
left,  till  the  day  of  death,  when  the  warfare  is 
complifhed.  The  text  leads  me  to  fpeak  of  the 
ptain's  part  5  7be  Lord  thy  God  will  put  out  thefe 
}tiom  bejore  thee  by  little  and  little.  And  indeed  his 
irt  is  the  leading  part  in  the  All  of  this  conquefl ; 
r,  without  him  we  can  do  nothing.  To  engage 
ith  the  enemy  alone,  and  encounter  the  nations  in 
IV  own  ftrength,  were  madnefs ;  every  luft  will 
ugh  at  the  (haking  of  our  fpear.  It  is  Chrift 
one,  and  his  fpirit  that  can  deftroy  the  nations 
ifore  us.  But  now,  the  gradual  conqueft,  till 
le  day  of  death,  by  little  and  little,  fpeaks  out 
lefe  two  things :  i.  That  the  Ifrael  of  God  hath 
lany  fad  experiences  all  their  days,  that  their  ene- 
mies the  nations  are  not  utterly  deftroyed,  but  are 
viug  and  lively,  ftrong  and  prevalent  many  times. 
,  That  they  have  allb  many  fweet  experiences,  all 
leir  days,  of  little  aid  and  auxiliaries  from  heaven, 
'hereby  the  enemy  is  driven  out  and  deftroyed  by 
ttlc  and  little,  from  time  to  time. 

(i.)  I  fay,  this  gradual  conqueft  taking  place  till 
rath  and  the  warfare,  fpeaks  out  many  fad  experi- 
ices,  that  the  nations  of  their  lufts,  and  corrup- 
ons  and  fpiritual  enemies  are  not  utterly  deftroyed ; 
r>d  that,  notwithftanding  their  being  got  fairly  un- 
er  the  colours  of  their  glorious  captain,  yet  they 
:  Vox..  II.  F  f  will 
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will  find  all  their  days  that  their  enemies  dre  living, 
lively,  ftrong,  and  prevalent :  For,  their  deftrodicm 
being  but  by  little  and  little,  the  conqueft  may  be 
many  times  undifcernable,  while  yet  the  power  of 
the  enemy  appears  great  and  formidable,  notwith- 
ftanding  any  little  advantage  gained  at  a  time,  and 
while  they  find  many  dreadful  fkllies  and  excurfi- 
ons  that  the  enemy  makes  upon  them.     Now,  may 
I  not  afk  the  Ifrael  of  God  here,  if  they  have  not 
too  many  fad  experiences  of  the  yet  remaining  lifts 
and   flrength  of  the  enemy  ?  Does  not  your  fad 
experience  fay,  that  there  is  a  law  in  your  mem- 
bers, warring  againfl  the  law  of  your   mind,  and 
bringing  you  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  lin  that  is 
in   your  members,    Rom.  \\\.  23.    and  that  you 
wreflle    not    againfl  fiefh    and  blood    only,    but 
againft principalities  and  powers?  Epb.\L  iz.  Does 
not  fad  experience  witnefs,  how  violent  your  cor- 
ruptions are,    and   how  impetuouily    they    break 
through  every  hedge,  notwithfbnding  your  being 
fure  to  be  fcratched  with  thorns  $  and  how  eagerly 
they  follow  the  bait,  even  when  the  hook  is  moft 
difcernable  ?  Does  not  fad  experience  witnefs,  that 
it  is  within  you  that  ails  you  mofl  ?  and  that  your 
greateft  adverfaries  are  men  of  your  own  houfe  5  and 
that,  in  the  worfl  of  times,  there  is  always  more 
caufe  to  complain  of  an  evil  heart,  than  of  an  evil 
world ;   and  that  it  is  this  carnal  heart  efpecially, 
that  clogs  and  hampers  you  in  your  flight  and  mo- 
tion towards  God,  and  makes  many  times  your 
choicefl  duties  to  be  like  a  grievous  talk  ?  Does 
not  fad  experience  witnefs,    even  fince  you   was 
brought  to  the  field  of  battle  againfl  your  fpiritual 
enemies,  that  there  is   more  wickednefs   in  your 
heart,  fiding  with  the  enemy,  than  you  could  have 
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believed,  tho'  it  had  been  told'  you  ?  When  you 
formerly  got  your  feet  upon  the  necks  of  your 
enemies,  you  could  never  nave  thought  they  would 
ever  fo  fearfully  prevail  again;  or,  if  you  had  thought 
ity  would  it  not  have  been  a  terror  to  you  ?  Does 
not  fad  experience  witnefs  fuch  a  power  of  cor- 
ruption, that  no  fooner  did  you  ever  begin  to  parly 
with  a  temptation  at  a  diftance,  and  adventure  to 
iport  therewith,  but  it  quickly  hath  turned  to  earnefl:, 
and  carried  all  before  it  ?  So  much  gun-powder  for 
the  enemy  do  you  carry  about  with  you,  that  you 
take  fire  upon  the  fmalleft  touch,  and  are  ready  to 
be  blown  up  with  the  flame  p  Does  not  fad  expe- 
rience witnefs,  how  foon  the  ftrongefl:  refolution, 
even  under  the  fweeteft  gales,  will  evanifh  j  that 
you  are  not  oft  in  the  evening  what  you  was  in  the 
morning,  nor  for  many  hours  do  you  keep  the  ground 
you  had  attained ;  and  how  quickly  you  deftroy  that 
which  grace  hath  built,  infomuch  that  if  grace 
were  not  ftronger  to  fave  and  preferve,  than  you 
are  to  marr  and  deflroy,  you  would  be  undone  for 
ever?  Is  it  not  paft  reckoning,  how  oft  your  heart 
hath  thus  deceived  you  ?  And  is  it  not  plain  that 
the  word  of  God  knows  your  heart  better  than  you 
do,  declaring  it  to  be  deceitful  above  all  things  ?  &c» 
Does  not  fad  experience  (how  you,  that  the  devil 
who  heads  and  leads  the  nations  of  lufts  and  cor- 
ru[)tions,  hath  the  advantage  of  the  ground,  and 
knows  how  to  correfpond  with  your  corruption,  and 
fuits  his  temptation  to  your  natural  temper,  to  your 
calling  and  company,  and  predominant  inclination^ 
and  even  to  your  retirement  and  folitude  ;  and  that 
he  can  even  then  moft  dangeroufly  tempt,  when 
the  temptation  is'  lead  feen  and  difcoveped ;  and 
that  by  his  temptation   he  aims    not  only  at  the 
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bringing  fin  to  the  thoughts,  but  to   the  ad,  fof 
putting  fome  blot  upon  your  walk  and    converfa- 
tion  ?  Does  not  fad  experience  (hew  you,  that  it  is 
hard  to  dance  about  the  fire,  and  not  be  burnt ; 
and  that  the  temptation,  which  at  a  diflance  feemed 
fmall,  upon  a  nearer  approach  you  have  found  had 
more  bands  on  your  heart  than  you  could  have  dream-^ 
ed  it  would  have  had ;  and  how  imp<^ble  it  is 
many  times  to  flop  the  current,  to  which  through 
unwatchfulnefs  you  have  given  a  vent  ?  Does  not 
fad  experience  witnefs,  how  the  power  and  prcva- 
lency  of  corruption  hath  confumed  the  vitals  of  your 
fpiritual  life,  and  tumbled  you  down  headlong  into 
confufion ;  efpecially  when  you  have   given  con- 
fcience  a  wramp,  by  doing  violence  to  light,  in  fid- 
ing  with  the  enemies,  and  adventuring  on  the  oc- 
cafions  of  a  temptation  ?  When  you  have  gone  with 
Peter  to  the  high-pricfl*s  hall,  without  a  warrantor 
a  call,  hath  it  not  coft  you  dear,    infomuch  that 
you  have  found  bold  finning  hath  made  faint  be- 
lieving, and  turned  all  your  comfort  to  the  door, 
leaving  nothing  behind  but  bitternefs  and  death  ?  Do 
you  not  find  your  fins  have  a  weaknrng,  captivatmg, 
vexing  and  tormenting  power  f  But  many  fad  ex- 
periences of  this  fort,  and  'tlioufands   of  them  in 
their  life-time,  may  even  the  Jfrael  of  God  have, 
whereby   they  find,  to  their  coft,  the  nations  of 
corruptions  are  alive  and  powerful  5  as  this  gradual 
conqucft  6y  little  and  little  declares. 

(2.)  It  fhows  alfo,  that  they  have  many  fwcct 
experiences  on  the  other  hand  of  little  fuccours  and 
auxiliaries,  fupplies  from  heaven,  whereby  the  ene- 
my is  driven  out  and  deftroycd  fi*om  time  to  time, 
and  this  all  the  days  of  their  life  alio,  till  the  war- 
£siK  be  accomplifiicd  at  death.     1  and:  fpeafeing  of 
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thcfc  tliat  have  been  brought  to  the  field  of  battlet 
as  I  fhowed  before ;  and  how  the  Lord  by  little  and 
little  makes  the  nations  of  lufts  fometimes  to  flee 
before  them :  But  by  how  many  littles  in  the  be* 
liever's  life-time  this  warfare  is  carried  on,  who  can 
tell  ?  And  how  many  little  recoveries,  little  reviv-» 
ings,  little  fuppHes,  little  fupports,  little  ftrength- 
ning  meals,  little  fin-killing  antidotes,  little  foul- 
rcftoring  cordials ;  how  many  of  thefe  little  fweet 
things,  or  fweet  little  things,  the  Lord  their  God 
allows  them  from  time  to  time,  that  by  little  and 
little  they  may  win  the  day,  it  is  not  pofiible  to 
tell,  they  are  fo  many.  The  poor  fighting  believer 
may  get  a  thoufand  of  them  in  a  year,  and  ten 
thoufands  of  them  in  his  lifetime,  and  perhaps  more 
than  half  a  fcore  of  them  at  one  communion.  Some- 
times he  gets  a  little  new  difcovery  of  the  glorious 
captain,  after  he  hath  been  long  out  of  fight,  and 
hiding  himfdf :  And  a  new  fight  of  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  fills  the  Jfraelite'%  hearts  with  new  life 
and  courage,  and  hope  of  prevailing ;  for  then  he 
fees  Chrifl  to  be  a  full  magazine  of  all  military 
provifion,  and  an  open  magazine  to  give  out  ar- 
mour for  the  war;  and  fo  he  becomes y?r^;;^  in  the 
Lord^  and  in  the  power  of  his  might.  Indeed,  fo 
many  little  glances  of  the  glory  of  Chrift  that  the 
believer  gets,  fo  many  little  vidories  does  he  get 
over  the  enemy.  Again,  fometimes  he  gets  a  little 
out- pouring  of  the  fpirit  of  prayer,  and  of  thcfpirit 
of  adoption,  crying,  Abba  Father  ;  O  Father,  may 
he  fay,  pity  a  poor  child,  harrafled  with  the  devil, 
and  captivated  by  the  power  of  indwelling  lufts  and 
corxuptions.  O  but  this  give  the  believer  a  little 
cafe  and  relief,  when  he  can  get  his  heart  poured 
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out  into  the  bofom  of  his  beft  and  mod  glorious 
friqid,  complaining  of  the  tyranny  of  the  tempter, 
and  the  prevailing  of  the  nations.     Here  is  a  Uttle 
victory,  when  he  gets  a  little  grace  to  put  the  ene- 
mies of  his  foul  into  the  hands  of  his  captain,  fay* 
ing,  Vengeance,  Lord  ;  vengeance  be  executed  upon 
thefe  enemies,  that  difhonour  thy  name,  and  di- 
Aurb  the  peace  of  my  foul.     Again,  fometimcs  he 
gets  a  litde  difcovery  of  the  enemy's  power  and 
policy,  and   firongeft   holds;  fb  as,  knowing  the 
depths  of  Satan,  and  not  being  ignorant  of  his  de- 
vices, the  believer  is  thereby  put  in  cafe  to  be  upon 
his  guard :  And  efpecially  he  is  made  to  fee   and 
obferve  the  old  man  of  fin,  that  deadly  cut-throat, 
that  lies  within  his  bofom;  and  while  he  is  be- 
moaning himfelf    with  Epbraim,    and  crybg  out 
with  Paul,  O  wretched  man  that  I  am^  who  Jball 
deliver  me  from  this  body  of  death  ?  The   enemy  is 
loiing  ground.     Again,  fome times  he  gets  a  Uttle 
communication  of  life,  after  a  deadnefs   of  fpirit 
that  feized  him ;  and  a  little  recovery,  after  a  nt  of 
the  falling-ficknefs  and  backfliding :  And  the  new 
communication  of  life  and  health  to  the  foul,  makes 
him  flart  up  to  his  feet  again,  and  purfue  the  oiemy 
with  more  vigour  and  rcfoiution  than  ever  ;  like  a 
man  that  grows  ftronger  after  his  ficknefs  than  he 
was  before.     Indeed  that  fpiritual   ficknefe  of  the 
believer   is'  not  unto  death,  but  unto  the  glory  of 
God ;  which  his  being  recovered  from,  makes  him 
fight  more  couragioufly,  and  watch  more  carefully 
againft  the  enemy  than  ever  he  did.     Again,  fome* 
times  he  gets  a  little  hold  of  a  promife,  foch  as 
that,  I  will  fubdue  thine  iniquity ;  fn  JhaU  not  have 
dominion  over  thee  j  fear  not,  for  I  am  with  thet^ 
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5D^^  God  of  peace  Jhall  bruife  Satan  under  your  feet 
Jhortly :  And,  having  thefc  promifes,  he  is  encou- 
raged to  the  holy  war,  namely,  to  cleanfe  himfelf 
Jrom  all  fltbinefs  of  the  flejh  and  of  the  Jpirit^  &c. 
Why,  the  promife  lays  hold  on  his  heart,  and  his 
heart  lays  hold  on  the  promife,  and  therein  he  fees 
that  the  Arength  of  Ifrael  is  engaged  to  carry  him 
throdgh  the  hoft  of  his  enemies.     And  thus>  every 
little  hold  of  a  promife  by  faith,  is  a  little  vidory ; 
there  needs  no  more  to  give  a  chafe  to  the  enemy, 
than  a  little  upftirring  of  faith  on  a  promiiing  God 
in  Chrift,  and  dependance  on  him  under  the  con* 
dud:  of  his  fpirit.    Again,  fometimes  he  gets  a  little 
grace  to  wait  upon  the  Lord  while ,  the  promife  is 
not  yet  accompiifhed,  until  he  bring  forth  judgment 
unto  vidlory  j  and  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judgment^ 
bkffed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him  ;  he  that  believes 
Jhall  not  make  hafte  ;  knowing  the  race  is  not  to  the 
funft^  nor  the  battle  to  the  firong :  And  hence  the 
believer   will  find  that  his  ftrength  is  to  fit  dill, 
and  quietly  to  wait  for  the  falvation  of  the  Lord* 
Again,  fometimes  he  gets  a  little  godly  forrow,  that 
works  repentance  unto  life :  Gofpel-repentance,  if- 
fuing  from  a  fight  of  a  crucified  Chrift,  brings  along 
with  it  a  train  of  artillery  for  fubduing  the  enemy, 
2  Cor.  vii.  II.  fFhat  carefulnefs  does  it  worky  fays 
the  apoftle ;  yea^  what  clearing  of  ourfelves  5  yea^ 
what  indignation ;  yea^  what  fear ;  yea^  what  vehe^ 
ment  defire ;  yea^  what  zeal ;  yea^  what  t^evenge  ? 
When  the  heart  is  melting  before  the  Lord  in  godly 
forrow,  O  what  revenge  is  it  meditating  againfi:  the 
nations  of  lufts  and  corruptions  I  O  how  glad  would 
the  believer  be  then  to  wafh  his  hands  in  the  blood 
of  all  his  fpiritual  enemies !  For  at  the  fame  time 
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he  gets  a  little  refcntment  of  his  own  ingratitude, 
faying,  O  do  I  thus  requite  the  Lordy  O  foolijh  and 
nnwije  ?  A  little  holy  ftiame  and  blulhing  before 
the  Lord,  at  the  thoughts  of  his  own  brutiflinefs, 
faying,  beboldy  I  am  vile ;  and  a  little  foul-debafe- 
xnent,  caffing  indignity  upon  himfelf,  and  giving 
glory  to  the  Lord,  faying,  Truths  Lord,  I  am  a 
dogy  I  am  a  bead,  I  am  a  devil ;  but  yet  I  come  to 
thee,  to  caft  out  the  devil,  and  get  glory  to  thy 
name.  Further,  fometimes  he  gets  a  little  indma- 
tion  of  peace  and  pardon,  a  Utde  fprinkling  of  the 
blood  of  Chrift  upon  the  confcience,  to  purge  it 
from  dead  works ;  and  a  little  application  of  that 
blood  by  the  hand  of  the  fpirit,  ihewing  him  that 
the  blood  of  Chrift  clcanfeth  from  all  fin  :  And  this 
bloody  banner  of  the  lamb,  being  difplayed,  nru^Les 
the  nations  to  flee  before  him  ;  Tbey  overcome  by  the 
blood  of  the  lamb.  Sometimes  they  get  a  little  open- 
ing of  the  heart,  Hke  hydia^  at  the  hearing  of  the 
word}  infomuch  that  their  hearts,  that  were  dead 
within  them  like  a  ftone,  before  they  are  aware  take 
life  and  need  fire,  with  a  word  of  grace,  a  word  of 
power  5  and  the  more  the  heart  opens  to  let  in  the 
king  of  glory,  the  more  is  the  enemy  {hut  out 
Sometimes  they  get  a  litdc  freedom  and  boldnefs 
at  the  throne  of  grace,  when  they  como  thither  to 
obtain  mercy  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need. 
And  vi^hen  there  they  get  a  little  ftrength  to  wrcf- 
tle  with  the  Lord  for  a  bleffing,  faying,  Lord^  1 
loill  not  let  thee  go^  till  thou  blefs  me ;  they  get  even 
pc'tvcr  with  God  himfelf,  as  it  is  faid  of  Jacobs  Hof. 
xii.  4.  He  had  power  ov£r  the  angel j  and  prevailed. 
And  when  a  man  is  an  overcomer  in  this  fcnfe,  to 
have  power  with  God ;  much  more  will  he  have 
power  over  the  nations  of  cnemie'^,  Rev*  ii.  26.   To 
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him  that  overcometby  will  I  give  power  over  the  nations. 
Sometimes  they  get  a  little  anointing  of  the  oil  of 
gladnefs  wherewith  Chrift  is  anointed  above  his  fel- 
lows, and  then  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  their  ftrength; 
and  a  little  (hower  of  the  fandtifying  and  comforting 
influences  of  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  for  watering  their 
graces,  and  drowning  their  corruptions.  Sometimes 
they  get  a  little  look  and  blink  of  the  kind  and 
compaffionate  eye  of  Chrift,  even  after  a  denial,  as 
he  gave  to  Peter ;  and  when  they  find  him  thus 
gracioufly  looking  to  them,  and  kindly  rebuking 
them,  they  go  out  and  weep  bitterly ;  and  while 
they  are  (bedding  the  tears  of  faith,  they  are  (bed- 
ding the  blood  of  their  enemies.  Sometimes  they 
get  a  little  back  look  upon  an  old  experience  of  the 
Lord's  putting  the  enemy  to  flight  before  them, 
faying,  I  will  remember  thee  from  tpeLand  of  Jordan . 
and  of  the  Hermonites,  CSc.  Or  a 'little  back-look 
upon  an  old  promife  that  the  Lord  gave  them  with 
power:  And  when  they  are  helped  to  plead  it» 
faying,  Lordy  remember  the  word  on  which  thou  haft 
caufed  me  to  hope\  the  enemy  gets  a  new  defeat* 
Sometimes  they  get  a  little  opening  of  the  door  of 
hope  in  the  valley  of  Achor^  the  lively  hope  of  the 
heavenly  Canaan  through  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift: 
And  this  hope  is  the  finews  of  the  holy  war ;  for,  as 
Hope  makes  not  ajhamedy  fo  he  that  hath  this  hope^' 
purifies  himfelfi  and,  according  to  the  meafure  f  f 
this  hope,  is  the  meafure  of  vi6tory.  Sometir  v^ 
they  get  a  little  pull  of  the  cord  of  love,  fo  as  to  <r^  v 
the  love  of  God  (bed  abroad  upon  their  heart,  j-  i 
thch  the  love  of  Chrift  con  ft  rains  them  ;  the  1  . 
the  captain  draws  them  to  the  field,  where  Ir 
the  fignal  for  war,  Chrift's  love,  I  mean :  Bi 
ngr  over  me  w(fs  love^  fays  the  church.     Hi 
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a  Un,'  iu.rW  of  t;*c  r'/*:  of  Slaron,  ar.d  the  li.jr  :r 
tJic  y;iil«-y,  and  it  rciWc^  their  fainting  ic-£  :  Al 
<.)jr»(l'ii  ;^*rf/.^rlt^  arc  faid  10  Jmell  of  Aii>:Zy  My^-ze 
iiml  CmIIiu  \  and  the  believer  nriay  be  laid  \z  zti  x 
{\\\t\\  <J  the  ri:imcnt,  a  fmcll  of  the  role,  wha 
C'hriH  i*  pMur/ufi  to  him  above  all  things:  AsJ 
wlmi  :ill  ilitfc  fi^iritiial  fcnfcs  are  exercifed,  then 
they  may  be  laid  to  be  cxcrcifing  their  arms,  and 
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making  havock  among  their  enemies,  and  gaining 
ground  upon  them.  In  a  word,  he  gives  them 
fometimes  a  little  breathing  in  the  air  of  fpiritual 
meditation  ;  Mf  meditatim  of  bim  Jhall  be  fuoeet : 
And  when  Chrift  is  fweet,  fin  is  bitter,  and  the 
battle  againft  it  a  bitter  battle.  He  gives  them  here, 
a  little,  and  there  a  little ;  and  by  litde  and  little, 
puts  out  the  nations  before  them. 

I  have  mentioned  many  particulars ;  but  yet  there 
is  no  fpeaking  of  all  the  littles  that  believers  will  ex» 
pcrience  during  the  time  of  their  warfare :  Only, 
thus  you  fee,  how  by  little  and  little  their  captain 
brings  them  to  the  field  of  battle,  and  how  by  little 
and  little,  he  carries  on  the  conqueft  in  their  hand; 
it  is  the  Lord  their  God  alone  that  dpes  it;  it  is  he 
that  conquered  their  enemies ;  it  is  he  that  helps 
them  to  chafe  the  conquered,  for  it  is  he  that 
bought  their  armour ;  he  bought  their  fhield,  and 
fword  and  breafl-plate,  and  helmet :  and  it  is  he 
that  as  he  bought  them  with  his  blood,  fo  he  puts 
on  their  weapons,  and  girds  them  with  ftrength  for 
war.  It  is  he  that  rabs  off  the  ruft  from  their  arms, 
when  at  any  time  they  are  out  of  ufe  by  blowing 
up  their  graces,  and  giving  them  ftrength  to  exer« 
ciife  grace  :  And  it  is  he  that  carries  on  the  victory 
to  perfe^ion,  by  giving  power  to  the  faint;  and  to 
bim  that  bath  no  migbtj  be  increafetb  ftrengtb^  from 
time  to  time,  till  in  death  he  end  the  warfare,  by 
driving  out  all  the  nations,  fo  as  never  to  be  feen 
again.  Hbe  Lord  tby  God  will  put  out  tbefe  nations 
before  tbee  by  little  and  little. 

SIXTH    HEAD. 

The  Jixtb  thing  propofed,  was,  to  give  the  Rea^^ 
fons  of  the  doctrine.  It  might  here  be  aiked,  i.  Why 
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the  Lord  their  God,  and  he  alone,  does  ptit  out  the 
cations  before  them?  Why,  he  alone  can  do  it^  for 
he  is  the  Lord ;  they  would  never  be  put  cur,  if 
he  did  it  not ;  and  he  alone  will  do  it,  becaufe  he 
is  their  God,  and  thus  ftands  engaged  by  promife 
and  covenant  to  do  fo.  The  Lord  thy  God  will  put 
out  tbefe  nations  before  thee.  But,  2.  Why  will  he 
do  it  fo  gradually  by  little  and  little?  Why  does 
he  let  enemies  without  and  within  live  to  annoy 
his  people?  Seeing  it  is  eafy  for  him  to  deftroy  them 
all  mftantly,  why  will  he  deftroy  them  gradually, 
by  little  and  little  ?  There  is  much  of  infinite  wif* 
dom  to  be  obferved  in  this  difpofure ;  and  therefore 
I  would  offer  fome  particulars  for  reprefenting  the 
beauty  of  this  method. 

'  i^.  It  is  by  little  and  little  he  put  them  out, 
without  deftroying  them  all  at  once,  that  by  them 
he  may  prove  his  people,  Judges  ii.  22.  Some 
Canaanites  were  ftill  left  remaining,  to  prove  whe- 
ther they  will  keep  the  way  of  the  Lbrd :  Thefe 
Canaanites  were  enemies  to  their  peace,  enemies  to 
their  profeffion,  that  fought  their  bodies  overthrow, 
and  their  foul's  ruin ;  and  they  are  left  to  prove  whe* 
ther  they  will  cleave  ftill  to  God's  command,  or 
whether  they  will  follow  the  abominations  of  the 
wicked.  Obferve  it  then,  firs,  we  muft  expeS  to 
find  enemies  ;  outward  enemies  to  the  peace  of  the 
church,  and  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel ;  inward  ene- 
mies to  the  graces  and  comforts  of  the  foul :  And 
this  combat  thus  continued  in  Ifrael^  ferves  to  prove 
whether  our  graces  be  counterfeit  or  not  5  for  they 
only  are  true  Ifraelites^  that  are  ftill  taking  up  arms 
againft  the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  flefli,  and 
all  the  nations  of  the  Canaanites.  By  this  then  it  is 
evidenced  who  are  true  Ifraelites,  and  who  not. 

2dly,  It 
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2dly  It  is  by  little  and  little  that  he  will  put  out 
the  nations  before  Ifrael^  that  thus  they  may  be  fUU 
learning  to  exercife  their  arms  :  I  mean,  that  their 
graces  may  be  exercifed,  and  particularly  their  mili- 
tant graces.  There  are  fome  graces  would  be  for 
little  or  no  ufe,  if  no  Canaanites  and  corruptions 
were  left :  The  fpecial  ufe  of  faith,  hope  and  pa- 
tience, is  for  helping  the  believer  to  furmount  the 
difficulties  that  are  now  in  his  way.  Many  other 
graces  there  are,  that  there  would  be  no  ufe  for^ 
if  all  our  enemies  and  corruptions  were  deflroyed  at 
once.  Triumphant  graces,  fuch  as  love  and  joy 
in  their  perfedion,  would  make  a  perfed:  heaven  ; 
but  there  are  militant  graces,  that  muft  be  exercifed 
alfo,  while  we  are  on  earth,  and  which  there  will 
be  no  ufe  for  in  heaven :  For  example,  if  all  wants 
were  fupplied  fully,  there  would  be  no  need  of  po- 
verty of  fpirit  5  if  all  fins  were  wholly  deftroyed^ 
there  would  be  no  more  need  of  godly  forrow ;  if 
death  were  already  fwallowed  up  of  vidtory,  there 
would  be  no  need  of  the  defire  of  death,  nor  of 
longing  for  heaven ;  if  vifion  were  already  come, 
there  would  be  no  need  of  faith,  as  it  is  a  militant 
grace,  fighting  its  way  many  times  thro'  doubts  and 
fears,  and  want  of  fight  and  fenfc  ;  if  fruition  were 
come,  there  would  be  no  need  of  hope ;  if  all  trou- 
ble were  at  an  end,  there  would  be  no  need  of 
{>atience :  But  this  fhicld  of  faith,  and  helmet  of 
hope,  and  other  parts  of  the  chriftian  armour,  muft 
be  e:Qsrcifcd ;  therefore  the  nations  are  not  wholly 
deftroyed,  but  by  little  and  little.     Again, 

^dly^  It  is  by  little  and  little  they  are  put  out,  for 
the  advantage  of  the  militant  faints  in  many  refpe£ts: 
As  it  is  fit  they  (hould  fight,  before  they  triumph  5 
and  that  they  war  as  foldiers  on  earth,  before  they 
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reign  as  kings  in  heaven  ;  fihce  no  man  is  crowned 
except  he  ftrive  lawfully^  2  Tim.  ii.  5.    So  it  tends 
to  enhance  heaven,  and  make  theoi  prize  and  value 
it  the  more,  when  it  is  attained  through  many  dif- 
ficulties, troubles,  and  oppofitions:  And  by  this  means 
they  come  to  have  fome  fweet  conformity  to  their 
blefled  captain  of  falvation»  who  was  maJe  perfeB 
through  fufferings ;  and  it  is  their  honour  to  tread  his 
fleps,  who  endured  the  ContradiSion  offimurs  againft 
himfelf  and  fought  his  way.  This  contributes  alfo  to 
the  believer's  comfort  at  the  iffue  of  ev«y  conflid,  as 
a  fafe  haven  is  very  comfortable  to  a  mariner  that 
hath  been  toft  at  fea.    This  method  fenres  not  only 
for  the  believer's  comfort,  but  for  his  inftrudion 
and  corredtion :  For  his  inftrudtion,  becaufe  thus  he 
learns  more  and  more  to  be  humble  and  dependant  % 
all  boafting  is  excluded  by  this  means,  while  he 
finds  his  enemies  flill  living,  and  lively  and  ftrong : 
for  he  looks  with  an  humble  eye  upon  himfelf,  know- 
ing his  own  utter  infufficiency  for  grappling  with 
thefe  enemies,  and  difficulties,  and  oppofitions  in  his 
way  J   and  with  a  dependent  eye  upon  Chrifl,  that 
his  grace  may  be  fufficient  for  him,  and  his  ffa-ength 
pwfe£led  in  weaknefs :  Thus  he  glories  in  his  in* 
firmities,  that  the  power  of  Chrift  may  reft  upon 
him.    And  as  it  is  advantageous  for  their  neceiury 
inftrudion,  fo  for  their  neceflary  corredlion,  whea 
they  are  fparing  and  remifs  in  ufing  the  means,  and 
improving  the  advantages  for  driving  out  the  d- 
naanitesy   indulging   the  flefti  and  the  corruptions 
thereof;   as  it  is  faid  of  Ifrael^  Numb,  xxxiu.  ^^. 
If  they  would  not  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land,  then  it  fhould  come  to  pafs,  that  thefe  which 
they  let  remain  (hould  be  pricks  in  their  eyes,  and 
thorns  in  their  fides,  to  vex  them.     This  is  one 
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of  the  fevered  Ways  of  chaftifing  them^  when^  to 
reprove  them  for  one  fin  and  luft,  he  lets  them  fall 
into  the  hands  of  another ;  and  yet  in  mercy  to 
the  true  I/rael  of  God,  curing  their  difeafe  in  the 
ijflTue  :  As  he  let  Peter  fall  into  a  threefold  pit 
among  his  enemies  hands,  for  curing  his  felf-con- 
fidence.  One  would  think  the  cure  v^as  worfe  thaa 
the  difeafe ;  but  our  Lord  hath  fometimes  very  fear- 
ful ways  of  correcting  and  curing  the  fouls  of  his 
own  people. 

4tbfyj  It  is  by  little  and  little  that  the  Lord  puts 
out  the  nations  before  them,  to  commend  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  deliverance  that  ^t  have  by  ChriftJ 
Tho'  there  be  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are 
in  Chrift  j  yet,  for  their  humiliation,  God  fufFers 
their  enemies  to  live  among  them,  and  fin  to  live 
in  them,  and  oft-times  to  afflict  them,  that  they 
may  know  the  benefit  they  have  by  grace,  while 
they  make  continual  recourfe  to  him  for  help.  It  is 
but  little  that  we  can  comprehend  at  once,*  by  reafon 
of  our  want  of  capacity;  therefore  he  gives  one  de- 
liverance at  this  time,  and  another  deliverance  at 
that  time,  and  a  third  deliverance  at  another  time, 
and  fo  on  from  time  to  time,  that  we  may  know 
how  much  we  are  obliged  to  him. 

Stbfyy  He  delivers  by  little  and  little,  to  '{hew 
the  greatnefs  of  his  glory,  as  the  captain  of  falvation. 
He  (hews  the  glory  of  his  power,  in  keeping  us, 
notwithftanding  the  great  danger  we  are  continual- 
ly in,  while  the  enemy  is  alive  within  us,  without 
us/  and  round  about  us.  How  greatly  does  his 
power  appear,  in  preferving  the  tofled  ark  amidft 
all  the  waves  and  billows  of  adverfity  that  dafh 
againft  it,  and  in  keeping  the  burning  bu(h  from  be- 
log  confumed !  He  (hews  the  glory  of  his  trium- 
phant 
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phant  arms,  like  fome  j&mous  conquerors  iti  battlci 
who  tho'  they  may^  yet  will  not  put  all  their  ene- 
mies to  the  edge  of  the  fword,  but  will  take  fome 
captives,  and  others  they  will  keep  alive  againft  their 
day  of  triumph,  and  then  to  fufFer  death,  to  the 
greater  fhame  of  the  conquered,  and  the  greater 
glory  of  the  conqueror.  When  Jo/hua  had  dif- 
comfited  thefe  five  kings  that  fought  againft  Gibeon^ 
Jojkua  X.  he  would  not  flay  them  inftantly,  but 
{h\xl  them  up  in  a  cave  clofely,  intending,  when 
the  battle  was  fully  ended,  to  put  them  to  death 
openly ;  fo  our  great  general  and  captain,  the  Lord 
5efus  Chrifl:,  Jirikes  tbrough  kings  in  the  day  of  bis 
wrath ;  He  leads  captivity  captive :  He  (huts  up 
fome  of  the  kings  and  commanders  of  the  hellim 
nations  into  the  cave  of  the  hearty  where  they  may 
rage,  yet  they  cannot  rule  any  more ;  and  at  laft 
crowns  the  folemnity  of  his  triumph,  by  making 
a  {how  of  them  openly,  and  deflroying  them  ut- 
terly. 

btbl)\  He  deflroys  them  by  little  and  little^  that 
he  may  counter-plot  the  enemies  in  their  own  plot, 
and  fight  them  with  their  own  weapons.  It  is  the 
plot  of  hell,  by  little  and  little  to  deflroy  iinncrs, 
yea,  and  to  wear  out  the  faints  of  the  Moft  High, 
Dan.  vii.  25.  by  one  temptation  on  the  back  of  ano- 
ther, therefore  by  little  and  little  the  Lord  will 
defeat  the  defign  of  the  devil  and  take  the  wife 
in  their  own  craftincfs.  The  wifdom  of  heaven  can 
cafily  counterplot  the  policy  of  hell.  Yea,  thus  he 
fights  the  enemy,  and  beats  him  with  his  own  wea- 
pons. The  tempter  comes  fometimes,  and  bruifes 
the  believers  heel,  as  he  did  Chrifl's ;  upon  which 
the  believer  is  flirred  up  to  look  again  to  him  that 
was  bruifed  for  his  iniquity,  and  then  the  devil  i$ 
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fure  to  get  as  good  as  he  gave  5  for  the  bruifed  heel, 
he  gets  a  broken  head.  May  be,  fome  temptation 
gives  the  believer  a  trip,  and  down  he  falls ;  but  the 
wife  captain  makes  ufc  of  that  very  fall  for  giving 
the  devil  and  his  hofts  a  greater  foil  than  ever  ;  for, 
after  that  fall,  the  believer  goes  alone,  viiih  Peter ^ 
and  weeps  it  out,  and  watches,  and  prays,  and^hts 
better  than  he  did  before. 

ytbfyy  It  is  by  little  and  little  that  the  Lord  con-' 
quers  the  nations  of  enemies  in  the  way  to  the 
heavenly  Canaan^  becaufe  by  little  and  little  his 
people  muft  be  made  ready  for  jt,  Exad.  xXiii.  30. 
By  little  and  little  I  will  drive  tbem  out  from  before 
tbeey  till  thou  be  increafedy  and  inherit  the  land.  As 
the  Canaanites  had  kept  pofTefiion  till  Ifrael  was 
grown  into  a  people  j  fo  there  were  to  be  fome  re- 
mains of  them,  till  Ifrael  fhould  grow  fo  numer- 
ous, as  to  replenifh  the  whole.  The  land  of  G/- 
naan  had  room  enough  to  receive  Ifrael^  but  Ifrael 
was  not  yet  numerous  enough  to  poiTefs  Canaan  : 
Even  fo  here,  the  true  IJrael  of  God  muft  be 
made  ready  for  the  heavenly  Canaan,  before  they 
come  there.  They  arc  not  always  in  adlual  rea- 
dinefs,  therefore  there  is  fome  fervice  they  have  to 
do  for  their  captain,  fome  battle  they  have  to  fight 
with  the  enemy :  They  muft  have  fome  more  ex- 
perience, and  learn  fome  more  leflbns:  therefore 
their  pofteftion  of  Canaan  is  delayed  till  they  be  ready 
for  it. 

2thly,  It  is  by  litrie  and  little  that  the  Lord  drives 
out  the  nations  before  them,  left  the  beafts  of  the 
field  increafe  upon  them;  to  allude  to  that  word 
which  immediately  follows  the  text,  which  we 
have  alfo,  Exod.  xxiii.  9.  I  will  not  drive  tbem  out 
before  tbee  in  one  year,  left  tbe  land  become  defolate. 
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and  the  beajls  of  the  field  multipfy  againfi  thee.  And 
thus  it  is  with  the  children  of  Cod  ;  if  they  had  not 
enemies  without  and  within,  and  oppofitions  in 
their  way,  there  arc  fomo  dangerous  beads  that 
would  be  ready  to  increafe  upon  them :  For  infiance^ 
there  is  a  beaft,  they  call  Pride^  that  might  grow 
upon  you,  if  you  had  no  enemies  to  fight  with  -, 
and  while  yet  you  are  not  ready  for  heaven,  and 
fenctification  is  incompleat.  Hence  a  Tbarn  in  the 
fiefh  was  given  to  Pauly  that  he  might  not  be  exalted 
above  meafure.  Is  not  the  thorn  in  the  flcfli  well 
ordered,  that  prevents  confidence  in  the  flefli?  There 
is  a  beaft,  they  call  Security,  might  grow  upon  you ; 
but  now  enemies  are  on  all  hands  of  you,  to  pre- 
vent your  falling  aQeep,  and  to  keep  you  watching 
and  waking.  There  is  a  beaft,  they  call  Preftunp^ 
ticHy  that  might  grow  upon  you,  and  make  you 
think  you  were  able  to  go  forward  to  heaven  upon 
your  own  legs,  and  in  your  own  ftrength,  if  you 
found  no  fuch  enemy  in  the  way.  There  is  ano* 
thcr  beaft  they  call  Worldlj-mindednefsy  that  might 
grow  upon  you ;  if  you  got  no  adverfaries  and  ad- 
verfities  to  vex  you,  and  wean  you  from  the  world, 
Vou  would  be  in  danger  of  faying,  //  ii  good  to  be 
here:  But  now  the  wars  and  battles,  in  your  way 
to  heaven,  make  you  fay  with  your  heart,  O  it  is 
better  to  be  there.  There  is  the  beaft,  a  filthy 
brute  beaft,  tliat  they  call  Senfualityy  that  might 
grow  upon  you,  believer,  that  might  make  you 
lukewarm  and  formal  in  all  your  duties,  as  well  as 
carnal,  and  light,  and  vain  in  the  intervals  of  duties  : 
But  the  fight  of  your  fpiritual  enemies  on  the  field, 
will  make  you  to  fee  a  need  to  be  fpiritual,  zealous, 
carneft,  and  fervent,  in  fpirit,  fcrving  the  Lord. 
There  is  alfo  a  filthy  dumb  beaft,  which  they  call 
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Fbrgetfulnefs,  that  would  certainly  grow  upon  your 
hand,  and  be  very  dangerous  to  your  foul  and  fpi- 
ritual  welfare,  if  your  eneniies  were  all  deftroyed ; 
therefore  God  fays,  PfaLWx.  11.  Slay  them  not ^  leji 
my  people  forget.     If  the  execution  were  quick  and 
hafty,  the  impreflions  of  it  wobld  not  be  deep  and 
durable.     Swift  deftrudions  ftartle  men  for  the  pre- 
fent,  but  they  are  foon  forgotten  ^    therefore,  when 
we  think  that  God's  judgments  upon  the  nations  of 
our  fpiritual  enemies  come  on  but  very  flowly,  we 
muft  conclude,  that  God  hath  wife  and  holy  ends 
in   that  gradual  procedure ;  Slay  them  not^  left  my 
people  forget.      They  would  forget  to  pray,  if  they 
had  not  enemies  to  pray  againft ;  they  would  for- 
get to  praife,  if  they  had  not  ftill  new  deliverances 
to  praife  him  for ;  they  would  forget  to  pity  thefe 
that  are  afBided  and  tofled  with  tempefts  like  them- 
felves ;  they  would   forget  their  captain,  and  their 
duty  of  living  by  faith  and  dependence  on  him ;  they 
would  forget  to  take  with  their  proper  name,  fay- 
ing, Truth,  Lcrdy  1  am  a  dog,  &c.  they  would  for- 
get to  mourn  for  fin,  and  repent:  They  would  for- 
get their  own  weaknefs,  and  their  deliverer's  power, 
and,  like  Jejkiirun  in  profperity,  would  waxfat^  and 
forget  God  that  made  tkem,  and  lightly  ejicem  the  rock 
of  their  fakation :    They  would  forget  to  fing  the 
fong  of  Mofes  and  the  lamb  at  the  fide  of  the  red 
fea   of  the  lamb's  blood,  where  their  enemies  are 
always  drowned  ;    even  to  fing,  faying,  The  Lord 
hath  triumphed  glorioufly^  the  horfe  and  his  rider  hath 
he  thrown  vito  the  fea  \  the  Lord  it  a  man  of  war^  the 
Lord  is  his  name,  Exod.  xv.   i,   2,  3,  6cc.     They    .   ■ 
would  forget  to  fpeak  of  the  wonders  of  his  mercy      j 
from  time  to  time,  and  to  give  him  the  glory  diic 
unto  his  name  5    they  would  forget  to  employ  him 
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upon  every  new  attack  of  the  enemy,  faying.  Lord, 
that  haft  delrvered,  and  doft  deliver,  and  in  thee 
we  truft  that  thou  wilt  deliver.     Better  the  enemy 
live  and  rage,  and  be  not  utterly  deftroyed,  than 
that  Chrift  want  employment  at  your  hand,  and 
get  not  the  glory  of  executing  his  faving  office  in 
your  time  of  need.     You  would  hardly  think  that 
fo  much  advantage  fhould  accrue  to  the  Ifrael  of 
God,  by  the  nations  of  their  enemies  not  being  de- 
flroyedi  at  once,  but  by  little  and  little.     You  fee 
fome  of  the  filthy  beafb  that  would  increafe  upon 
you^   if  the  Lord  did  not  fpare  fome  of  your  fpi* 
ritual  enemies,  devils  and  lulls }  which,  tho'  they 
tnay  be  called  all  beafts  together,  yet  herein  fhinet 
infinite  wifdom  in  fparing  one  beaft  to  dcftroy  ano- 
ther, one  corruption  to  devour  another :    He  may 
let  carnality  live  in  a  believer  fometimes,  to  kill 
his  pride ;    much  ignorance  remain,  to  kill  his  felf^ 
wifdom  y   much  ivaTidering  in,  and  indifpo/ition  for 
duty,  to  kill  his  felf-righteoufnefs.     Now,  as  it  is 
with  believers  in  particular,  fo  with  the  church  in 
general :  Why  does  God  fuffer  tyrants  and  athei/ls^ 
and  hypocrites  and  hereticks  to  live  among  thern^ 
and  vex  them,  but  for  reaching  many,  if  not  all, 
of  thefe  ends  that  I  have  been  naming.     When  the 
church  was  in  adverfity  under  the  primitive  ten  per- 
fecutions,  then  religion  flourifhed ;  the  life  of  the 
tyrants  tended  to  the  life  of  religion  in  the  perfccut- 
cd  church  :  But  when  the  Roman  emperors  became 
chriftian,  and  friendly  to  the  church,  then  pride  and 
fecurity  crept  in  with  their  profpcrous  ftate;   the 
beafts  of  the  field  increafcd  fo  much,  that  by  degrees 
a  blafphemousbeaft-aflumed  the  very  name  and  office 
of  being  the  bead  of  the  churchy  even  a  beaji  witbfeven 
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heads  and  ten  horns,  mentioned  Rev.  xiii.  I  mean, 
the  Roman  Antichrift.  And  then,  why  hath  a  na- 
tion of  HeretickSy  with  their  erroneous  principles  and 
doiSrines,  been  fpared  and  continued  in  the  church 
from  time  to  time,  but  that  the  friends  of  truth 
might  have  occadon  to  clear  and  vindicate  it^  and  to 
contend  for  the  faith  mce  delivered  to  thejaints  f  There 
mu/i  be  herefies,  fays  the  apoftle,  that  they  that  are 
approved  may  be  made  manifejl ;  there  muft  be  errors, 
that  truth  may  be  more  clearly  dlfcovered  and  main- 
tained. Some  precious  truths  had  never  been  fet 
into  fuch  a  clear  light,  if  oppofite  errors  had  not 
been  vented  for  darknihg  the  fame.  Thus  our  co- 
venant-obligations in  Scotland  are  denied  by  fome, 
that  their  obligation  may  be  the  more  aflcrted  by 
others :  Thus  alfo  there  is  an  ungodly  nation  left 
alive,  that  the  godly  may  be  diftinguiflied  from  them, 
and  exercifed  the  more  unto  godlinefs  j  and  a  hypo- 
critical nation,  that  true  Ifraelites,  that  are  fo  in- 
deed, may  try  themfelves,  and  become  the  more 
fincere  and  upright. 

The  application  now  remains  to  be  fpoken  to.  Is 
it  fo,  that  as  the  true  Ifrael  of  God  have  nations  in 
their  way  to  the  pofleffion  of  the  heavenly  Canaan, 
fo  the  Lord  their  God  will  conquer  thefe  nations  by 
little  and  little  ?  i.  It  may  be  applied  in  a  word  of 
dehortation  and  caution,  in  thefe  four  particulars  5 

I.  Beware  of  thinking  that  you  may  fafely  nc- 
gleft  the  means,  becaufe  this  work  of  putting  out 
the  nations  belongs  wholly  to  the  Lord.  This  were 
a  lazy  Antinomian  conclufion,  drawn  from  fuch 
premifes  as  rather  bear  the  greateft  encouragement 
m  the  world  to  make  a  diligent  ufe  of  the  means. 
If  it  be  a  good  reafon  of  working  out  our  falvation 
with  fear  and  trembling,  that  the  Lord  works  in 
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us  both  to  will  and  to  do,  which  is  the  apoftlc's  ar- 
gument, Pbil.  ii.  12,  13.  then  it  is  as  good  a  reafan 
for  warring,  and  ufing  all  the  means  ncccflary  for 
€iccompli(hing  this  fpiritual  warfare,  that  it  is  the 
Lord  our  God  that  conquers  the  enemy  for  us  by 
little  and  little.  Yea,  this  is  fuch  a  neceflary  con- 
iideration,  that,  take  away  this  argument,  and  there 
remains  no  encouragement  to  ufe  the  means  at  all ; 
And  hence  it  is  only  believers  that  are  capable  of 
this  fpiritual  warfare,  and  only  believers  in  Chrift 
that  are  capable  of  the  right  and  diligent  qfe  of  the 
means  that  relate  thereunto ;  for  they  cannot  be  ufcd 
duly,  but  in  the  faith  of  this  encouragement,  Tie 
Lord  tby  God  will  go  before  tbee^  to  conquer  the  na- 
tions of  enemies  in  your  way.  Unbelievers  indeed 
ought  to  ufe  the  means,  becaufe  the  Lord  com- 
mands the  ufe  thereof;  and  therefqre,  for  the  Lord's 
fake,  negledl  no  commanded  duty  aqd  ordinance 
wherein  the  Lord  ufes  to  be  found.  But  yet,  I  fay 
rgain,  never  will  any  foul  ufe  the  means  aright,  and 
acceptably,  till  fomething  of  the  real  true  faith  of 
this  encouragement  excite  him :  Therefore,  O  be- 
liever, negledl  not  to  read,  and  hear,  and  pray,  and 
meditate,  and  ufe  all  commanded  duties  and  ordi- 
nances ;  for  there  you  muft  expedt  to  meet  with 
your  captain,  that  hath  engaged  to  put  oijt  the  na- 
tions before  thee. 

2.  Beware  of  thinking  that  the  ftrcfs  of  tlie  war- 
fare lies  upon  you,  becaufe  you  are  obliged  to  ufe 
the  means ;  and  that  it  is  your  ufing  the  means 
that  will  do  the  bu/inefs.  As  the  former  is  a  l.izy, 
fo  this  is  a  legjjl  thought,  and  as  pernicious  and  de- 
flrud:ive  as  the  other :  For,  if  you  lean  upon  the 
means,  and  think  that  your  reading,  praying,  hear- 
ing, and  the  like,  )viil  drive  out  the  njiricns;,  bring 
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down  the  body  of  death,  or  fubdue  one  corruption, 
that  were  a  beating  your  enemies  with  a  fword  of 
ilraw :  Such  a  fleihly  weapon  will  never  draw  blood 
of  your  fpiritual  enemies ;  and,  inftead  of  getting 
viftory  over  your  fins  by  fuch  legal  weapons,  yoa 
are  brought  under  greater  bondage :  For  as  many  as 
are  under  the  works  of  the  law  are  under  the  curfe  -,  and 
to  be  under  the  law,  is  to  be  under  the  dominion 
of  fin,  for  tb^ftrength  of  Jin  is  the  law.  This  legal 
method  then  were  to  be  opening  a  fore-door  to  let 
out  the  enemy,  and  at  the  fame  time  opening  a 
back-door  to  let  them  in,  and  that  with  more  ad- 
vantage againft  you  than  ever.  As  it  is  a  dangerous 
extreme  to  negleft  means,  upon  pretext  that  Chrift 
muft  do  all,  fince  his  doing  all  is  the  greateft  encou- 
ragement thereunto ;  fo  it  is  as  dangerous  on  the  o- 
ther  hand  to  ufe  means,  upon  a  notion  that  you  muft 
do  all,  or  that  the  weight  of  the  warfare  depends 
upon  you,  and  your  duties:  For  your  entertaining 
that  notion,  is  the  greateft  difcouragement  in  the 
world  to  the  ufe  of  the  means,  and  gives  your  ene- 
mies the  greateft  advantage  againft  you,  even  in  that 
wherein  you  think  to  defeat  them. 

3.  Beware  of  thinking  that  you  may  lawfully  en- 
ter into  a  league  with  any  of  your  enemies,  becaufe 
they  are  not  to  be  deftroyed  but  by  little  and  little. 
See  what  God  fays  to  IJraeJ,  with  refpeft  to  the 
Canaanites^  wr.  zd  of  this  chapter  where  the  text 
lies,  and  elfevvhere ;  Thou  Jbalt  make  no  covenant 
with  tJoem^  nor  J}:e%v  mercy  to  them.  While  we  are 
/hewing  that  fandiification  and  mortification  is  not 
perfeded  in  the  faints  while  they  are  here,  and  that 
the  nations  of  lufts  even  in  their  heart  arc  not  all  to 
be  deftroyed  in  this  world  ;  fome  carnal  heart  may 
bz  ready  to  think,  my  blcfling  on  the   minifter, 
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viho  by  this  doftrine  makes  me  think  I  may  get  to 
heaven^  though  my  Jufts  be  not  all  dcftroycd,  and 
though  I  indulge  myfelf  in  fome  of  the  picarurei 
of  the  fle(h  ;  and,  I  hope,  I  may  have  peace,  tho" 
I  walk  in  the  imagination  of  my  heart,  adding 
drunkennefs  to  thirft,  and  one  fin  to  another.  Say 
you  fo,  my  friends  ?  I  muft  tell  you,  that  your 
fpeech  bewrays  you,  that  you  are  not  an  IfiraeBtt 
bound  for  the  heavenly  Canaan  i  for,  curfed  is  that 
peace  that  is  confident  with  a  fianding  league  and 
covenant  with  any  luft  whatfoever.  Such  arc  10 
covenant  with  death,  and  at  agreement  with  hell; 
and,  tbfre  is  no  peace^  fays  my  God^  to  the  mched^ 
The  children  of  God  dare  not  maintain  a  league  with 
any  luft,  nor  will  they  (hew  mercy  on  their  moft 
darling  lufts  :  Nay,  as  it  is  (aid  of  fome,  that  their 
tender  mercies  are  cruelty ;  fo  I  may  fay  of  the 
believer  in  this  cafe,  that  his  moft  tender  mercy  to- 
ward his  moft  beloved  luft  is  cruelty :  When  he 
a<5ts  like  himfelf,  he  is  fo  cruel-*hearted,  he  would 
cut  the  throat  of  it^^  if  he  could,  and  even  of  all 
his  lufts. 

4*  Beware  of  thinking  that  believers  have  no 
advantage  again  ft  the  nations  of  their  enemies,  fins 
and  lufts,  more  than  others,  becaufe  they  are  not 
utterly  deftroyed  2  Nor  let  believers  themfelves  thbk, 
that  becaufe  their  deliverance  is  not  effedled  pre- 
fently,  therefore  it  will  never  be  effeded  5  for  the 
Lord  their  God  is  upon  the  deftroying  work,  only 
he  will  take  his  own  time  and  his  own  way  to  his 
own  work,  and  his  time  and  way  both  are  the  heft. 
^be  Lord  thy  God  will  do  it  by  little  and  little.  Hence 
a  believer  may  be  getting  advantage,  and  gaining 
ground  upon  corruptions  and  lufts,  even  when  he 
feels  them  ftirring  and  raging  moft  violently :     It 
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may  be  they  have  got  a  dead  ftroke  for  all  that;  as 
a  beaft  that  hath  got  a  death's  blow,  may  break  from 
his  hold,  and  turn  more  mad  than  ever,  and  yet 
will  die  at  length  of  the  fame  blow.  The  devil 
may  rage  moft,  when  he  knows  that  his  time  is 
ihort,  and  that  he  will  be  foon  caft  out,  and  bruifed 
under  feet.  Corruption  is  not  always  ftrongcft, 
when  its  motions  are  moft  felt ;  it  may  be  ftrongeft^ 
when  the  flrength  of  it  is  not  feen. 

Second  ufe  may  be  for  information.  Many  things 
might  be  here  inferred ;  as,  i.  Hence  we  may  fee 
the  privilege  even  of  a  vifible  church,  whom  the 
Lord  hath  not  utterly  forfaken,  tho'  filled  with  fin, 
as  it  is  faid,  Jer.  li.  5.  As  they  have  the  Lord  for 
their  God,  in  the  fenfe  that  I  explained  before,  and 
as  Ifrael  here  was  privileged ;  fo,  by  virtue  of  that 
relation  to  God  as  their  God,  they  may  have  mani* 
fold  mercies  in  common  among  them,  as  a  mixed 
vifible  church,  beyond  the  reft  of  the  world :  The 
Lord  may  appear  for  them  againft  the  heathen  na- 
tions that  are  about  them,  and  that  are  among 
them  i  and  he  may  do  great  things  for  them,  by 
virtue  of  that  relation  that  he  fiiands  in  to  them  as 
their  Qod,  and  they  his  profeffing  people.  As  this 
text  relates  to  Ifrael  of  old  literally,  it  reprefents  a 
privilege  common  to  all  that  people,  namely,  the 
Lord's  driving  out  the  nations  of  the  Canaanites  be- 
fore them ;  and  may  we  not  fay,  the  Lord  hath  in 
like  manner  dealt  with  us,  particularly  in  the  church 
of  Scotland,  fevcral  times  ?  As  the  Lord  planted  a 
church  here  very  early,  not  many  years  after  Chrift's 
afcenfion ;  fo  by  little  and  little  he  drove  out  the 
heathen  nations  before  us :  When  our  own  fore- 
fathers were  a  race  of  blind  pagans  here,  the  Lord 
deftroyed  that  idolatry,  and  gradually  inlarged  his 
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churchy  till  in  procefs  of  time,  Popery  entring  in» 
we  were  over-run  with  Aiticbrifiian  nations.  But 
lo,  when  the  time  to  favour  Zion  was  come>  I 
mean  the  time  of  the  reformation  from  popery^  the 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  drive  out  thefe  other  nations 
before  us  by  little  and  little,  and  gradually  carried 
on  the  reformation-work,  and  that  by  the  method 
of  folemn  covenanting  with  him ;  and  this  cove- 
nanting-work  was  carried  on  by  little  and  little,  agaio 
and  again,  till  the  whole  nation  came  under  folemn 
obligations  this  way.  As  Ifraei  avouched  the  Lord 
to  be  their  God,  by  folemn  covenants,  that  were 
binding  and  obligatory  upon  them  and  their  pofte- 
rity  after  them ;  fo  in  this  duty  of  vowing  to  the 
Lord,  which  is  a  moral  duty,  and  confequently  in- 
cumbent on  the  church  of  God  under  the  new,  as 
well  as  old  difpenfation,  and  not  like  the  types  and 
ihadows  that  were  to  be  done  away :  In  this  mo- 
ral duty,  I  fay,  we  in  our  fore-fathers  followed  the 
example  of  the  church  of  God  in  fcripture,  by  en- 
tring into  folemn  covenant  with  him  ;  v/hich  work 
the  Lord  in  many  (ignal  ways  countenanced  with  his 
prefence,  in  the  remarkable  efFufion  and  out-pour- 
ing of  the  fpirit,  to  the  converfion  of  multitudes. 
It  is  the  glory  of  a  church,  when  God  avouches  them 
for  his  people,  by  the  external  difpenfation  of  thcf 
covenant  of  grace;  and  it  is  alfo  the  glory  of  a  church, 
when  they  avouch  God  to  be  their  God,  in  a  folemn 
covenant  of  duty  and  fervice.  This  was  a  part  of 
Scotland's  glory,  attended  with  internal  difplays  of 
the  power  and  glory  of  God  in  the  fandtuary.  To 
prove  the  obligation  of  thefe  covenants  upon  pofterity 
to  all  generations,  were,  1  fuppofc,  needlefs  in  this 
auditory;  neither  would  time  allow  me  to  infift  here: 
Bat  I  think  to  difparage  thefe  covenants,   and  to 
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deny  the  obligation  thereof,  is  to  caft  dung  upon  our 
glory,  and  to  tread  our  honour  in  the  duft;  yea, 
I  think  it  worfe  than  the  breaking,  and  burning, 
and  burying  of  them :  For  a  broken  covenant  may 
be  mended  again,  a  burnt  covenant  may  come  forth 
out  of  the  furnace  again,  yea,  a  buried  covenant  may 
rife  again,  when  God  raifes  up  a  reformation  fpirit: 
But  to  befpatter  the  reputation  of  them,  and  impugn 
the  obligation  of  them,  is,  I  think,  to  render  them 
odious  to  all  generatioos,  inftead  of  binding  upon 
them.  But  now  as  our  reformation  was  carried  on 
by  little  and  little  5  fo,  when  it  is  under  a  decay  in 
many  refpeds.  Let  us  look  to  the  Lord  our  God, 
that  by  little  and  little  it  may  be  revived  again,  in 
the  Lord's  own  time  and  way. 

2.  As  we  fee  hence  the  privileges  of  a  vifible 
church  ;  fo  the  fpecial  and  peculiar  privilege  of  the 
true  Ifrael  of  God,  ihe  church  fpiritual  and  invifible, 
tha*  militant  on  earth :  The  Lord  their  God  will 
caft  out  the  nations  before  them  in  a  fpiritual  fenfc, 
and  that  by  little  and  little.  May  it  not  be  faid  of 
them,  as  it  is  Deut.  xxxiii.  laft.  Happy  art  tbm^ 
O  Ifrael  ;  who  is  like  unto  tbee^  O  people  faved  by  the 
JLordy  who  is  the  Jhield  of  thy  belpy  and  the  fword  of 
thine  excellency?  And  ver.  27.  ^he  eternal  God  is 
thy  refuge^  underneath  are  his  everlajiing  arms :  He 
Jhall  thriijl  out  the  enemy  from  before  tbeCy  and  jkall 
jfay^  Dejiroy  them.  What  tho'  all  the  nations  of  the 
world  were  againft  them,  outward  and .  inv/ard ; 
the  nations  of  earth  and  of  hell  both  ?  Yet  he,  who 
is  the  king  of  nations,  is  for  them  ;  and,  if  God  be 
for  them,  who  can  be  againft  them  ?  He  can  de- 
ftroy  nations  for  their  fake.  I  gave  Egypt  j^r  thy 
ranfojn^  Ethiopia  and  Seba  for  thee.  The  nations 
piay  fight,   but  ganqot  prevaj!  j   qny,  the  gates  of 
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hdl  can  never  prevail  againft  them.  Why  ?  They 
have  the  Lord  for  their  God,  and  their  God  is  thdr 
guard  :  And  as  the  common  relation  that  God 
ftands  in  to  a  mixed  vifible  church,  intitles  tbem  to 
many  privileges  v^hile  that  relation  (lands;  fo  tho 
fpecial  relation  that  the  true  1/rael  of  God  ftand  in 
to  him  as  their  God  in  Chrift^  by  a  fpiritual  indiC 
folvable  union,  intitles  them  to  all  fpiritual  bleflings 
and  fpiritual  deliveiances.  However  difficult  and 
dangerous  their  way  to  the  heavenly  Canaan  is,  by 
reafon  of  the  numerous  oppofing  nations,  whicn 
they  can  never  deftroy  of  themfelves ;  yrt  their  God 
and  captain  leads  the  van,  and  drives  oat  the  na- 
tions before  them. 

3.  See  here  the  miferable  cafe  of  the  nations 
that  know  not  God,  and  are  enemies  to  the  people 
of  God.  Why,  like  the  curfed  Canaamtes,  they 
are  devoted  to  deftrudtion  j  they  vex  themfelves  m 
vain,  when  they  fight  againfl:  the  Lord  and  his  anoint- 
ed. The  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  is  to  drive  them  out; 
yea,  he  will  drive  them  to  hell,  that  continue  in 
their  enmity  againft  God  and  his  people.  7be  wicked 
fiudl  be  turned  into  belly  and  all  the  nations  that  forget 
God.  Yea, 'the  greateft  mifery  of  all  the  wicked, 
that  remain  in  a  chrifllefs  flate,  lies  in  this,  tho' 
they  do  not  fee  it  to  be  their  mifery,  namely,  that 
they  are  under  the  power  of  all  the  nation*  of  hell, 
under  the  power  of  the  devil  and  of  their  lufts,  and 
in  league  with  tlie  nations  that  oppofc  the  true  Ifrael 
of  God  in  their  way  to  the  heavenly  Canaan. 

4.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  reafon  of  the  multi- 
plied experiences  of  the  believer,  both  fad  and  fweet ; 
becaufe  the  nations  are  cad  out  before  him  by  little 
and  little,  and  not  utterly  deftroyed  while  he  is 
here.     Hence  many  fad  tales  he  hath  to  tell  of  the 
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nations  compaffing  him  about,  iniquity  prevailing 
againft  him  ;  and  Tufts  again  and  again^  and  a  thou*"' 
fand  times  ftirring,  and  working,  and  warring,  and 
overthrowing  him,  and  treading  upon  him :  And, 
on  the  other  hand,  notwithftanding  all  this,  he  hath 
many  fweet  tales  to  tell  of  the  Lord's  humbling  and 
bealing,  convincing  and  converting  him :  Many  con-^ 
ridtions,  many  converfions  does  he  get  from  time 
to  time ;  and  the  next  convidlion  more  deep  than  the 
former,  and  the  next  converfion  more  fweet  than 
the  former ;  and  one  converfion  on  the  back  of  ano« 
:her,  becaufe  of  one  defedion  on  the  back  of  ano-^ 
:her,   through  the  power  of  the  nations  of  hell 
nrithin  and  without  him.     As  a  dying  faint,  that 
ivas  a/ked.  When  he  was  converted  ?  faid,  he  had 
Deen  converted  a  hundred  times :   So,  in  this  fenfe, 
t  is  poffible  fome  believers  of  long  ftanding  may  be 
x^nverted  a  hundred  times,   and  a  hundred  too. 
That  faints  may  need  converfion,  is  plain  from  what 
^rift  faid  to  Peter  that  was  a  faint,  fFhen  thou  art 
vnverted^  Jirengthen  thy  brethren.     Yea,  every  new 
^nverfion  of  the  believer  may  be  more  remarkable 
han  another,  while  the  Lord  is  thus  by  little  and 
ittle  deftroying  the  enemy  ;  becaufe  every  touch  of 
he  nations  power  and  policy  in  drawing  him  afide 
rom  the  Lord,   and  the  recurring  power  of  cor- 
uption  is  fo  horrible  and  monftrous  to  him,  that 
le  thinks  with  himfeif,   O  will  ever  the  Lord  re- 
irn  again  to  the  like  of  me  ?  And,  when  the  Lord 
eturns,  he  wonders  more  than  ever. 

5.  Hence  we  may  fee,  why  there  is  no  juftifica* 
on  by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  nor  mortification  by 
le  means  of  the  law :  No  juftificatbn  by  legal 
forks,  nor  fandtification  and  mortification  by  legal 
leaoi.     How  does  this  follow,  fay  you  ?  Indeed  it 
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is  plain,  there  can  be  no  jaftificatidn  by  the  ded^ 
of  the  law;   for  the  beft  believer  on  earth  maft 
own,  that  at  beft  he  hath  two  nations  in  his  womb, 
and  the  company  of  two  armies  ;  an  army  of  lufts^ 
and  an  army  of  graces  ;  the  flefh  lufting  againft  the 
fpirit,  as  well  as  the  fpirit  againft  the  fiefli :  And 
when  he  finds  a  nation  of  lufts  and  corruptions  in  bis 
womb,  in  his  heart,  can  he  expedt  to  be  juftified 
by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  by  a  legal  righteoufnefs 
of  his  own  ?   No ;  he  is  made  content  to  be  obliged 
to  grace,  free  grace,  through  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  for  juftification.     And  as  there  is  no  jufti- 
fication  by  legal  works,  fo  there  is  no  mortiiication 
by  legal  means ;  they  never  faw  the  power  of  cor- 
ruption,  that  are  not  convinced  of  this,    that  no* 
thing  in  the  world  but  the  power  of  God  can  de- 
ftroy  it.     T^he  Lord  thy  God  will  put  out  tbefe  na- 
tions before  tbee  by  little  and  little.     O  pity  ignorant 
Papijlsy  that  think  their  whipping,  and  fcourging, 
and  beating  themfelves  will  do  it :    Pity  ignorant 
profefTors,  that  think  their  fading,  and  praying,  and 
legal  endeavours,  will  do  it.     It  is  true,  our  Lord 
fpeaks  of  fome  devils  that  go  not  out  bmt  by  fafting 
and  prayer :    Not  that  thefe  means  of  themfelves 
do  it;  nay,  let  our  Lord  explain  his  own  word, 
"Th  Lcrd  thy  God  loill  put  out  the  nations^  he  will 
fubdue  your  iniquities ;   fuch  things  go  not  forth 
but  by  iafting  and  prayer,  that  is,  by  Chrift  Jcfus 
fought  and  found  in  tbefe  means.     Ncgle£t  not  the 
mc;ins  then ;  but,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  remember, 
that  if  you  go  forth  againft  lufts  in  the  ftrength  of 
means,  or  only  with  a  verbal  mention  of  the  ftrength 
of  Chrift,   without  ever  having  engaged   with  his 
glorious  captain,  or  being  joined  to.  him  in  order 
to  draw  ftrength  from  him>  your  Leviatban'\u(^ 
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will    but    laugh    at  the  Shaking  of  your  fpear. 
Therefore, 

6.  Hence  wfe  may  fee  where  the  believcr^s  Arength 
lies.  You  heard  before  where  the  ftrength  of  the 
enemy  lies ;  but  now,  where  lies  the  ftrength  of  the 
Ifrael  of  God  ?  Even  in  the  God  of  Ifrael^  the  king 
of  Ifrael:  The  Lord  thy  God  will  put  out  thefe  na- 
tions  before  thee.  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  26.  My  jlejh  and  my 
heart  Jaileth  ;  but  God  is  the  ftrength  of  my  hearty 
and  my  portion  for  ever.  My  outward  advantages, 
inward  vigour,  and  all  fail  me ;  but  my  God  will 
not  fail  me.  More  particularly,  IfraeH  ftrength 
lies  in  God,  as  manifefting  himfelf  in  Chrift.  There 
are  two  things  in  Chrift  that  ftrength  lies  in,  for 
the  believer's  fafety  and  deliverance  from  the  power 
of  fin,  and  vidory  over  the  nations  of  lufts  and  de- 
vils :  One  is  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  we  overcome  by 
the  blood  of  the  lamb ;  the  death  of  Chrift  was  the 
death  of  fin,  for  he  nailed  fin .  to  the  crofs,  and 
deftroyed  the  devil's  power :  Another  is  the  fpirit 
of  Chrift,  who  being  in  the  believer,  greater  is  he 
that  is  in  them,  than  he  that  is  in  t^  world -j  and 
the  fpirit  mortifies  fin :  Here  lies  the  believer's  great 
ftrength  for  adtual  mortification  of  fin,  and  vidtory 
over  it,  Rom.  viii.  13.  Jf  ye  through  the  fpirit  mor- 
tify the  deeds  of  the  hody^yeftoall  live.  And  the  fpi- 
rit carries  on  this  work,  ift^  By  the  application  of 
the  death  of  Chrift  to  the  foul;  for  it  is  the  virtue 
flowing  forth  from  the  death  of  Chrift,  that  de- 
ftroys  fin ;  and  the  fpirit  applies  that  virtue,  and 
implants  the  foul  into  Chrift,  that  being  ingrafted  in 
him,  and  united  to  him,  the  fin^killing,  foul-quick- 
ning  virtue  of  Chrift  may  flow  into  the  believer. 
zdly^  By  the  implantation  of  grace,  and  of  grace  con- 
trary to  corruption :  In  oppofition  to  Unbeliefs  he 
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implants  Fmtb ;  in  oppofition  to  Enmity^  he  implants 
Love;  in  oppofition  to  Slavijh  Fear^  he  implants 
Fortitude  and  fpiritual  Courage,  ^dfy^  By  the  excita- 
tion of  the  grace  that  he  hath  implanted ;  which^ 
tho*  it  be  adive  in  itfelf,  yet^  by  reafon  of  our  indif- 
pdition,  needs  to  be  whetted  and  aduated  :  When 
the  fpirit  lets  grace  alone,  fin  revives,  and  gathers 
ftrength.     Ji^bfyj  By  drawing  forth  faith  efpecially 
to  a  lively  excrcife ;  and  then  this  is  the  viSfory 
,  whereby  we  overcome  the  worlds  even  our  faith ;  while 
the  fpirit  of  faith  draws  forth  the  grace  of  faith : 
For  i^th  carries  up  the  foul  to  him  in  whom  ftrength 
lies,  and  then  fays,  I  can  do  all  things  through  CMfi 
Jlrengtbening  me ;  and  faith  employs  the  ftrength  of 
Chrift  againft  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  and  fo 
triumphs  in  its  noble  general,  htingjlrong  in  the 
Lord^  and  in  tie  power  of  bis  might.     Faith  begets 
in  the  foul  an  antipathy  againft  all  fins  and  lufts 
purifying  the  heart,  and  fetting  it  diredly  againft 
fin.     Tell  a  carnal  heart,  fin  lies  at  the  door ;  why^ 
let  it  come  in,    it  is  a  friend  of  mine  :  But,  tell  a 
believer,  exercifing  faith,  that  there  is  fin  in  fuch 
a  thing ;  O  it  is  an  abomination.     Faith  difcovers 
the  danger  the  foul  is   in  by  the  nations  of  lufts 
that  encompafs  it,  and  excites  all  the  faculties  of 
the  foul  to  rife  up  againft  it,  faying,  Rijej  Samfon, 
for  the  Philiftines  are  upon  thee ;  canft  thou  flecp  in 
the  midft  of  troops  and  armies  of  lufts  ?  And  to  it 
rouzes  the  foul  to  figh,  and  groan,  and  pant,  and 
pray,  and  cry,  and  wrcftle ;  and  fo  to  overcome, 
under  the  ftandard  of  the  glorious  captain. 

Third  ufe  is  for  examination.  Hence  we  may  fee 
matter  for  trying  of  our  ftate  by :  What  is  the 
mark  of  a  candidate  for  heaven,  a  traveller  to  Ca-- 
naanf  Why,  the  Lord  his  God  is  driving  out  the 
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lations  before  him  by  little  and  little.  Is  the  battle 
vith  the  nations  begun  ?  And  is  the  Lord  gradually 
:arrying  it  on  ? 

Qacft.  Bm  Jhall  I  know  that  ? 

You  may  take  a  mark  or  two  out  of  the  bofbm 
)f  the  text. 

I.  Have  you  got  a  view  of  the  nations  that  are 
n  your  way  ?  I  mean,  a  view  and  difcovery  of  your 
X)rruption,  your  original  and  adual  fin,  and  your 
latpral  bondage  and  flavery  by  reafon  thereof? 
Have  you  feen  nations  of  lufts  within  you  ?  And 
lave  you  feen  them  to  be  fuch  powerful  nations, 
liat  nothing  but  the  power  of  omnipotence  can  drive 
mt  ?  And  confequently,  have  you  feen  your  own 
itter  impotency  to  drive  them  out  of  yourfclf  ? 
Have  you  feen  them  to  be  fuch  politick  nations, 
ind  fo  fraudulent,  that  nothing  but  the  infinite  wif- 
iomof  God  could  counteract  this  policy  of  hell; 
knowing  your  heart  to  be  deceitful  above  all  things^ 
IS  well  as  defperately  wicked  ?  Have  you  feen  them 
:o  be  fuch  fpiritual  nations,  fpiritual  wickednejfes  in 
high  places^  that  no  carnal  weapon  could  avail  in 
iiis  warfare,  but  only  fuch  fpiritual  weapons  as  are 
mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  Jlrong 
holds  ?  Have  you  feen  them  to  be  fuch  numerous 
nations,  that  your  name  is  Legion^  a  legion  of  Itifb^ 
I  legion  of  devils,  that  nothing  but  a  word  from 
Jefus  can  put  out  ?  Now,  this  mark  excludes  all 
that  never  faw  themfelves,  and  their  own  natural 
bondage  and  thraldom ;  they  are  yet  ferving  the 
nations,  which  they  ought  to  be  driving  out.  They 
that  know  the  plagues  of  their  own  heart,  and  have 
experienced  the  power  of  thefe  nations  in  their  way, 
look  more  like  the  travellers  to  Canaan.  But  take 
this  nurk  in  conjundion  with  what  follows. 
VoL.IL  Hh  2.  Have. 


466  ^e  gradual  conquefi  i  Or^ 

2.  Have  you  got  a  difcovcry  of  a  God  in  Chrift, 
the  glorious  captain  of  falvation,  in  whom  alone 
your  help  and  falvation  lies,  and  who  alone  can  put 
out  thefe  nations  before  you  ?  Hath  thcJ^rrV  of 
nvifdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  (£rifi  been 
given  to  you,  fo  as  to  reveal  Cbriji  in  ym^  and  fo 
as  you  have  fometime  or  other  got  Cbrtfi  in  you  the 
hope  of  glory ^  Chrift  in  you  the  hope  of  viftory  ? 
Have  you  feen  Chrift,  as  a  vidorious  conqueror^ 
triumphing  over  all  the  nations  of  fpiritual  enemies, 
travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  bisjlren^tb^  treading  the 
ivine^prefs  alone  ^  when  of  all  the  people  there  was  none 
with  him,  faining  all  his  raiment  with  the  blood  of  the 
enemy y  and  trampling  them  in  his  fury  f  as  this  is 
elegantly  reprefented,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  at  the  beginning. 
Have  you  feen  Help  laid  upon  one  that  ismigbtjy 
one  whofe  name  is  JESUS  and  JEHOVAH  both  ? 
JEHOVAH  is  his  name,  in  tlie  firft  word  of  our 
text;  and  his  name  is  called  JESUSy  becaufe  be 
faves  bis  people  from  their  fins.     As  many  difcoveriet 
as  you   have  got  of  the  glory  of  Chrift   as   the 
captain  of  falvation,    fo   many   marks  of  vi<5tory 
begun  hav.e  you.     But  this  mark  excludes  all  that 
never  got  their  eyes  opened  to  fee  any  form  or  come- 
linefs  in  Chrift,  or  any  beauty  wherefore  they  fhould 
defire  him ;  and  hence  the  beauty  and  glory  of  a 
.prtfent  world  bulks  more  in  their  eyes. 

3.  Hath  the  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  the  con- 
queror loofed  your  heart  from  all  other  lords  and 
lovers,  and  knit  your  heart  unto  him  as  the  Lord 
your  God,  the  Lord  your  captain,  the  Lord  your 
righteoufnefs,  the  Lord  your  ftrength,  the  Lord 
your  falvation  ?  I'be  Lord  thy  God  will  put  out  the 
nations  before  thee.  Now  the  heart*drawing  dif- 
covery of  Chrift,  knitting  tl\e  foul  to  him>   is  a 
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great  matter  \  for  thus  the  believer  is  united  to  Chrift 
by  faith,  and  the  relation  conftituted,  fo  as  he  is  the 
Lord  thy  God,  thy  head.  Indeed  a  faving  difcovery 
of  God  in  Chrift,  natively  brings  this  along  with  it : 
If  thou  fee  not  God  in  Chrift,  thou  cannot  fee  him 
to  be  thy  God,  but  rather  thy  enemy;  but  to 
fee  him  in  Chrift,  is  to  fee  him  thy  God,  and  thy 
friend  :  For  they  that  fee  him  in  Chrift,  they  fee 
him  in  whom  he  is  well  pleafed  ;  and  to  fee  God 
well-pleafed  in  him,  is  to  fee  God  as  thy  God. 
This  appropriation  then  is  imported  in  the  very 
nature  of  faith,  according  to  the  miiafure  of  it ; 
and  the  ground  of  this  believing  appropriation  is  the 
word  of  promife,  /  will  be  tby  Gody  which  is  the 
great  fundamental  promife ;  and  the  proper  eccho 
of  faith  is,  Amen,  I  will  take  it  on  thy  word,  that 
thou  wilt  be  my  God,  Zech.  xiii.  laft.  /  will  fay ^ 
it  is  my  people -y  and  they  Jhall  fay^  the  Lord  is  my 
God.  There  the  fpirit  of  God  declares  what  {hall 
be  the  language  of  faith,  when  it  adts  like  faith  in- 
deed, Tl)e  Lord  is  my  God.  But  fay  you,  can  every 
believer  fay.  The  Lord  is  my  God?  My  friends, 
I  never  thought  that  every  believer  could  fay  fo, 
nor  that  any  believer  in  the  world  could  always  fay 
^ ;  but  as  every  believer  is  not  always  believing,  fb 
I  fpeak  of  what  faith  fays  when  it  is  ading,  and 
what  the  believer  fays  when  he  is  believing,  not 
when  he  is  doubting  and  mifbelieving  :  Neither  do 
•1  think  that  every  adt  of  faith  is  faying  exprefly. 
He  is  my  God-,  but  every  appropriating  adt  of  faith 
Jays  this  upon  the  matter,  and  every  heart-engaging 
view  of  a  God  in  Chrift  hath  a  My  God  wrapt  up 
in  the  bofom  of  it,  whether  he  dare  fay  it  exprefly 
or  not ;  for  in  Chrift  they  fee  him  to  be  a  well- 
pleafed  God,  and  a  friend.  You  know»  faving 
.  Hh2  faith 
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faith  18  thy  receiving  and  refting  on  Chrift  for  ial« 
nation,  as  he  is  offered  to  tbee^  to  thee  in  thegofpd^ 
promife :  And  this  receiving  is  no  other  thing  than 
believing,  John  i.  I2.  and  fo  it  is  a  taking  him  on 
his  word  for  falvation  to  thee^  as  a  captain  to  thee. 
Take  away  this  particular  application,  and  it  is  no 
faith  at  all,  and  conftitutes  no  union  to  him,  no  re- 
lation to  him  as  the  Lord  thy  God.  I  aik  then,  if 
the  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  Chrift  hath  knit  your 
•heart  to  him  as  the  glorious  captain  of  falvation,  fo 
as  you  have  taken  on  with  him  ?  Then  thou  art  in- 
titled  to  the  complete  viftory :  I'he  Lord  tby  God 
nvillput  out  tbefe  nations  before  thee.  This  mark  ex- 
cludes all  thofe  that  never  clofed  with  Chrift  by  a 
particular  believing,  but  fatisfy  themfelves  with  a 
general  faith,  and  may  be.  called  but  general  be* 
lievers ;  they  have  no  particular  words  on  which 
they  have  been  caufed  to  hope,  and  no  parbcolar 
faith  applying  Chrift  to  themfelves.  Such  feem 
Bot  yet  to  have  entred  the  field  of  battle^  nor  clofed 
with  the  captain. 

4.  Hath  the  Lord  begun  to  put  out  the  nations 
before  you  ?  Hath  he  begun  to  exert  his  power»  by 
fubduing  your  lufts  ?  Did  you  never  know  the  day 
wherein  Satan  fell  like  lightning,  as  it  were,  from 
heaven ;  when  the  ftrong  man  and  his  goods,  that 
were  at  eafe,  were  caft  out  of  his  habitation  ?  Hov 
was  it  with  you  in  the  day  of  believing,  in  the  dqf 
when  the  Lord  your  God  manifefted  himfelf,  and 
appeared  as  a  mighty  conqueror  to  you  ?  Got  yott 
not  all  your  lufts  and  corruptions,  as  it  were,  drowiH 
ed  in  the  blood  of  the  lamb,  fo  as  you  thought  yoa 
Ihould  never  fee  them  again  ?  You  know,  believer, 
that  was  a  falfe  thought,  but  yet  it  was  a  glad  thought 
to  you,  to  think  you  would  never  be  under  the  feet 
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of  your  corruptions  again,  and  you  would  never  dif- 
honour  the  Lord  as  you  had  done,  however  fome- 
time  or  other  you  have  found  the  Lord  pulling 
down  the  ftrong  holds  of  unbelief,  atheifm  and 
enmity,  and  giving  you  the  necks  of  your  enemies. 
This  looks  like  a  good  work  begun,  a  batde  begun, 
and  a  breach  made  upon  the  rule  and  dominion  of 
iin.  This  mark  excludes  all  thofe,  in  whom  fin 
ftill  reigns,  and  in  whom  the  glorious  captain  hath 
never  fo  much  as  begun  to  give  a  blow  to  the 
enemy. 

5.  If  you  be  a  foldier  on  your  march  to  the 
heavenly  Canaan^  then  I  afk  you,  if  you  be  of  any 
confiderable  Aanding  in  the  Lord's  way,  have  yoa 
not  had  many  a  bloody  battle  with  the  nations,  and 
many  a  fearful  onfet  by  the  enemy,  attacking  yoa 
with  main  force,  and  perhaps  taking  you  captive, 
yea,  and  bringing  you  into  captivity  to  the  law  of 
fin  that  is  in  your  members  ?  Rom.  vii.  23.  Have 
you  not  found  your  enemies  returning  with  fuch 
power  and  prevalency,  that  you  was  ready  to  think 
that  you  had  loft  all  ground  that  ever  you  had 
got,  and  loft  all  the  vidtories  that  ever  you  gained, 
Jhe  Canaanites  prevailing  againft  you  ?  Iniquities  pre- 
vail  againjl  me^  fays  David.  You  will  think  this  is 
an  odd  mark ;  for,  fays  the  believer,  it  is  the  preva- 
lency of  fin  that  makes  me  fear  I  am  not  an  Ifrae^ 
lite  bound  for  Canaan.  But,  ftay  a  little  till  I  fur- 
ther clear  it :  This  mar|c  excludes  all  thofe,  in  whom 
fin  and  lufts  have  not  the  power  of  prevalency  only, 
but  the  power  of  dominion,  ^tfeft.  What  is  the 
(iifiference  between  the  power  of  prevalency,  and 
the  power  of  dominion.  Anfw.  The  power  of  do- 
piinion  is  a  regal  power,  there  fin  is  king ;  but  the 
power  of  prevalency  is  a  tyrannical  power,  there 
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it  is  only  a  tyrant,  whofc  authority  is  rcjedlcd :  The 
power  of  dominion  is  a  monarchial  power,  where 
fin  rules  alone ;  but  the  power  of  prevalency  only 
is  where  another  power  is  alfo,  there  arc  two  ar- 
mies on  the  field  :  The  power  of  dominion  is  un- 
controulable,  the  man  fins  without  controul ;  bat 
the  power  of  prevalency  is  a  refiftcd  power,  where 
it  meets  with   refiftance  unto  blood :  The  power 
of  dominion  is  an  abfolute  power  ;  but  the  power 
of  prevalency  is  a  limited  one,  with  refpcdt  to  fomc 
particulars  only :  The  power  of  dominion  is  an  ha- 
bitual power ;  but  the  power  of  prevalency    is  oc- 
cafional  only  :  And,  in  a  word,  the  power  of  domi- 
nion is  an  entire  power ;  but  the  power  of  preva- 
lency is  a  broken  power,  the  head  of  it  is  broken, 
and  the  back  of  it  is  broken,  tho'  it  prevail.     Now, 
to  find  the  prevalency  of  the  enemy,  is  not  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  believer's  militant  ftate,  which  fup- 
pofes  manifold  inroads  and  incurfions  of  the  Canaa^ 
nites  upon  him.     And  indeed  they  art  not  capable 
to  feel  the  joy  of  the  vidtory,  who  never  feel  the 
ftrength  of  the  battle  ;  fin  reigns  in  the  wicked,  and 
hath  too  peaceable  dominion  with  them ;  iniquity 
cannot  be  faid  to  prevail  againft  them,  but  rather  it 
prevails  with  them  ;  it  goes  well  enough  with  them, 
both  before  and  after  their  finning.     But  O,    fayi 
David  and  the  believer,  Iniquity  prevails  againji  mt\ 
it  is  againft  my  heart,  againft  my  will,  agaihft  my 
define,    againft  my  dcfign,  againft  my    refolution, 
againft  my  hope,    againft    my  faith,    againft  my 
tears,  againft  my  prayers. 

6.  If  you  be  foldiers  on  your  march  to  the  hea- 
venly Canaan^  then  I  would  afk,  whether  or  not 
you  find  the  power  of  the  glorious  captain  as  ne- 
ce0ary  for  your  deliverance,  upon  every  new  af- 
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ault  of  the  enemy,  as  you  ever  found  it  before?  For 
me  IJraeUieSy  fighting  their  way  to  heaven,  find 
lore  and  more  evidences  of  their  own  utter  infuf- 
ciency,  and  more  and  more  need  of  grace's  all- 
ifficiency.     O  the  nations  are  as  ftrong  as  ever, 
id  the  need  of  powerful  fuccours  and  auxiliaries 
Dm  heaven  as  great  as  ever.     This  is  plain  alfo 
Dm  the  text;  it  is  the  Lord  thy  God  that  begins ; 
e  battle,  and  the  Lord  thy  God  that  carries  on, 
e  extirpation  of  the  Canaanites.  Do  you  find  then 
much  need  of  his  power  to  excite  grace,  as  to 
^rk  it  at  firft;  as  much  need  of  his  fencing  the. 
ir,  as  of  his  leading  the  van  ?  This  mark  excludes 
thofe  that  think  they  have  a  power  in  their  own 
nd,  and  never  came  out  of  themfelves,  both  /or 
hteoulnefs   and   ibength,    into  the  Lord  Jefus 
irifl :    But  it  is  encouraging  to  thofe  who  are 
ing,  in  the  exercife  of  faith^  /  will  go  in  tbejirengtb . 
the  Lord,  making  mention  of  bis  rigbteoujhefs^  and 
only.     O  to  be  clothed  with  his  righteoufnefSp 
I  girded  with  his'ibength,  is  the  great  defire  of 
true  Ifraelites. 

7.  If  you  be  foldiers  on  march  to  the  heavenly 
xaan^  you  may  try  it  by  this,  you  will  not  only  be 
fedly  at  a  point  in  this  matter,  that  the  battle 
he  Lord's,  and  that  without  him  you  cannot 
t  one  fair  flroke  to  the  enemy ;  but  alfo  you 
[  find  to  your  experience,  that  by  little  and 
e  the  conqueft  is  carried  on,  and  the  Canaanites 
en  out ;  and  that  help  and  aflifbnce  comes  from 
iren  by  degrees,  as  the  fovereign  general  is  pleaf^ 
o  order :  Tho'  you  get  not  all  the  great  diings 
would  be  at,  yet  by  little  things  you  are  car* 
through*  Can  you  not  fay,  believer,  that  fuch 
ace  was  a  little  Bocbim^  where  you  got  leave  to 
H  h  4  weep 
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weep  out  your  heart  before  the  Lord,  becaufe  (£ 
the  prevalency  of  fin  ;  and  fuch  a  place  was  a  little 
Betbely  a  houfe  of  God,  where  you  had  fuch  a 
meafure  of  divine  prefence,  as  ftrengthned  you 
againft  the  enemy ;  fuch  another  place  was  a  Htde 
Peniely  where  you  (aw  God  face  to  face,  as  it  were, 
and  a  fight  of  the  captain  of  falvation  gave  the  na- 
tions of  hell  a  dafh  ?  And  tho*  in  the  interval,  3rour 
enemies  and  lufls  rife  up  again  in  fury  and  rage 
againfl  you,  like  to  devour  your  foul,  to  devour 
your  graces,  to  devour  your  comforts,  and  to  de- 
vour your  peace  ;  yet  there  comes  another  little  re- 
cruit from  heaven,  that  gives  you  a  new  occafion  to 
fet  up  an  Ebenezery  faying,  Hitherto  the  Lord  tatb 
helfidi  and  to  fing,  with  the  church,  Pfai.  cnpoi. 
Many  a  time  have  they  affiiSied  me  from  my  ymtb^ 
may  Ifrael  now  fay  ;  maty  a  time  have  they  i^HSed 
me  from  my  youth  y  yet  have  they  not  prevailed  agaif^ 
me :  Many  a  time  have  thefe  Canaamtes  vexed  me, 
and  foiled  me,  yet  they  have  not  prevailed  to  my 
utter  overthrow ;  for  ftill,  when  I  was  brought  to 
an  extremity,  the  Lord  was  a  little  fanduary  to 
nie,  and  communicated  his  grace  by  little  and  little 
to  me,  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  my  need ;  allowing  me 
here  a  little  crumb  of  comfort,  when  I  was  like  to 
faint  in  the  battle  j  and  there  a  litrie  crumb  of  cou- 
age,  v^hen  I  was  like  to  yield;  and  at  another 
time  a  little  crumb  of  wonderful  deliverance  out  of 
the  hands  of  mine  enemies,  after  I  was  led  captive 
by  them.  Why,  what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ? 
It  is  the  Lord  thy  God  driving  out  thefe  nations 
before  thee  by  little  and  little. 

The  fourth  and  laft  ufe  (hall  be  in  a  fhort  addrefs 
to  two  forts  of  perfons  here.  i.  To  thefe  that  arc 
at  peace  with  the  nations  that  fland  betwixt  them 
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aiid  the  pofleflion  of  the  heavenly  Canaan^  and  (6 
are  at  war  with  heaven.  2.  To  thefe  that  are 
making  war  with  the  nations,  and  before  whom  the 
Lord  hath  begun  to  drive  out  the  nations  by  little 
and  little. 

Firjl,  to  you  that  are  at  peace  with  the  nations 
of  hell^  at  peace  with  the  devil,  at  peace  with  your 
iufts  ;  I  would  fpeak  a  word  to  you,  i.  By  way  of 
conviSim.    2.  By  way  of  counJeL 

\ft.  For  your  conviSion.  Is  it  not  evident  that 
the  moft  part  are  at  peace  with  hell,  being  ignorant 
of  the  fin-mortifying  principles  of  the  gofpel,  being 
(lighters  of  the  means  of  converfion,  living  in  fecu* 
rity  under  all  the  calls  of  heaven  by  the  word  and 
the  rod,  and  living  in  enmity  agamft  the  power  of 
godlineis,  indulging  themfelves  in  many  known 
fins,  and  knowing  no  reftraint  from  finning  taken 
from  its  nature,  but  from  its  confequents  only.  Are 
there  not  many  here,  that  have  nations  of  lofts 
fwarming  in  their  heart,  yet  were  never  convinced 
of,  or  made  to  know  the  plagues  of  their  own 
heart  ?  Some  will  fay  they  have  a  good  heart  to 
God,  even  tho'  their  mouth  be  filled  either  with 
curfing,  lying,  fwearing,  and  flandering ; .  or  elie 
with  nothing  but  vain,  frothy,  carnal,  worldly 
difcourfe.  What,  (hall  we  think  you  have  a  clean 
heart,  when  you  have  fuch  a  foul  mouth  ?  Does 
not  Chrift  fay,  Out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the 
mouth  fpeaketb?  When  a  man  fees  abundance  of 
fmoke  coming  out  at  the  top  of  a  chimney,  he 
may  fay  for  certain,  that  it  is  a  fign  of  much  fire  in 
the  hearth  :  So,  when  there  is  nothing  but  vain, 
worldly  words  in  the  mouth;  we  may  iay,  there  is 
much  vanity  and  corruption  in  the  heart.  Carnal 
lips,  that  are  not  Ibapod  for  any  fpiritual  difcourfe 
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except  in  hypocrify  and  deceit^  difoover  a  carnal 
heart;     O  how  many  here  are  willing  (laves  to  the 
nations,  the  Canaanitesj  the  lufts  of  the  fle(h!    Of 
all  ilaves,  they  are  in  the  worft  cafe  that  are  fold ; 
of  thefe  that  are  fold,  they  are  in  the  worft  oie 
that  are  put  in  prifon ;  of  thefe  that  are  in  priloD, 
they  are  in  the  worft  cafe  that  are  bound  and  chained 
in  prifon  ?  Yet  fuch  ilaves  to  fin  and  lufts  are  all  hare 
by  nature  (hut  up  in  clofe  prifon,  bound  and  cluun- 
ed  there,  fhut  up  under  unbelief ;  and  unbelief  is 
fuch  a  cruel  jailor,  that,  while  you  are  ftiut  up  un- 
der it,  it  will  not  fo  much  as  differ  ydu  to  lift  up 
your  head,  or  to  look  up  to  heaven  for  deliver- 
ance. O  how  miferable  is  this  thraldom  that  you  are 
under !   for  thefe  nations  that  rule  in  you  and  over 
you  now,  and  under  which  you  are  bearing  arms 
agaihft  the  God  of  heaven,  will  at  laft  deftroy  you 
for  ever  if  they  be  not  deftroyed  in  time;  if  they 
be  not  put  out  of  your  heart,  they  will  keep  you 
out  of  neaven  ;  yea,  if  they  be  not  driven  out  of 
your  heart,  they  will  drive  you  to  hell.     If  that 
legion  of  lufts,  that  now  you  are  in  league  with, 
be  not  caft  out  of  your  heart  by  the  power  of 
that  glorious  captam  of  falvation,  that  caft  out  a 
legion  of  devils  out  of  one  man  ;  then  yon  muft 
lay  your  account  with  it,  that,  like  the  fwine  pof- 
fefted  of  the  devil,  you  will  be  driven  down  into  the 
fea  of  Gpd's  everlafting  wrath,  and  drowned  in  per- 
dition.   But  then, 

idhfy  I  would  offer  you  a  word  of  counJeL  O  will  • 
you  break  league  with  thefe  curfed  Canaamtes,  and 
come  and  take  on  with  our  glorious  captain  of  fal- 
vation, that  can  drive  them  out  before  you  I  O  (in- 
ner, whomsoever  thou  art,  you  that  have  been  a 
flave  to  the  devil  all  your  days^  a  (lave  to  a  nume- 

ous 
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.  nation  of  lufts,  that  as  fure  as  God  lives,  will 
:p  you  out  of  heaven,  and  drive  you  to  hell^  if 
y  be  not  driven  out ;  will  you  come  and  take 
with  our  glorious  Lord  Jefus,  whofe  office  and 
rk,  as  a  redeemer,  is  to  drive  out  the  nations 
ore  you?  Our  captain-general  hath  fent  us,  as 
cers  under  him,  to  cry  in  the  publick  meetings 
1  afTemblies  of  this  fort  faying,  Wbofoever  will, 
him  come  J  and  take  on  to  be  a  foldier  under  the 
NG  of  Kings  and  LORD  of  Lords,  againft 

I  king  of  hell  and  the  nations  of  lulls,  that  would 
:p  you  out  of  heaven.  And  as  we  are  warrrant- 
to  declare  them  curfed  with  bitter  curfes,  that 
\  not  join  in  this  war,  according  to  what  is  faid 
MeroZy  Judges  v.  23.  Curfe  ye  Meroz^  curfe  ye 
terly  the  inhabitants  thereof^  becaufe  they  came  net 
the  help  of  the  Lordy  to  the  help  of  the  Lord^  again/i 

mighty :  So  we  are  warranted  to  declare  to  fin- 
:s,  that  there  are  here  the  greateft  encouragements^ 
It  ever  were  offered  to  foldiers,  to  excite  you  to 
:e  on  with  him.  Why,  he  offers  you  money,  to 
ir  all  your  charges  j  Icounfelyou  to  buy  of  me  gold, 
ed  gold:  He  offers  to  take  ofyourJUtby  garments, 
i  cloath  you  with  change  of  raiment^  the  King's 
cry:   Yea,  he  offers  you  a  coat  of  mail,  that 

II  defend  you  againft  the  (hot  of  death,  and  the 
3t  of  devils;  the  robe  of  his  own  righteoufnefs,  a 
rment  of  falvation.  He  offers  you  further,  that 
you  be  wounded  in  the  war,  he  would  give  yoa  ' 
Un  to  heal  your  wound,  the  balm  of  his  ovm 
>od  :  Yea,  if  you  take  on  with  him,  he  offers  to 

all  your  works  in  you  and  for  you  >  yea,  to  fight 

your  battles,  to  drive  out  all  the  nations  before 

u,  and  then  to  crown  you  as  a  conqueror,  yea, 

d  more  thaa  a  conqueror,  even,  tho'  you  have 

done 


476  ll)e  gradual  amqutft :  Or^ 

done  nothing  of  yourfelf.   He  offers  to  give  you  all 
the  armour  you  need  for  the  war :  Do  you  need 
the  fword^  the  breajl-plate^  the  helmet^  the  Jhield^ 
mentioned,  Epb.  vi.    He  himfelf  is  the  great  maga- 
zine of  all  the  military  provifion ;   and  therefore,  if 
you  take  on  with  him  you  (hall  want  for  nothing 
that  is  ncceffary  for  carrying  on  the  war  to  a  com- 
plete victory.     O  come  and  take  on  with  him  for 
wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanAification  and  redemption ; 
take  on  with  him  for  armour^  ftrength,  vid:ory  and 
alL     Why,  but  what  mean  you  by  taking  on  with 
hiip  ?   I  know  not  how  to  take  on  with  him.  Why, 
firs,  to  take  on  with  him,  is  to  believe  in  him.   But 
what  am  I  to  believe,  fay  you,  that  I  may  take  on 
with  him?    i.  You  are  to  believe,  that  he  is  fpeak* 
ing  to  you,  and  inviting  you  to  take  on  with  him ; 
even  you  my  dear  friends.    Let  none  here  fay,  that 
there  was  not  a  word  fpoken  to  them  at  CoT'^ 
Tiock:  Nay,  I  take  you  all  to  witnefs,  that  have 
ears  to  hear,  that  the  Lord  is  by  the  poor  worm 
that  is  here  preaching,  fpeaking  to  every  one  of  you, 
and  faying,  To  you  0  man,  do  I  cally  and  my  voice  is 
to  the  Jons  of  men  ^   and  he  is  bidding  you  take  on 
with  him.   Believe  that  he  is  fpeaking  to  you,  and 
that  this  gofpel-offer  is  to  you.     2.  You  are  to  be-f 
lieve  that  you  cannot  believe.    This  were  one  good 
fiep  towards  faith,  to  believe  that  you  are  an  unbe^ 
liever,  and  jfhut  up  in  unbelief  as  in  a  prifon,  which 
none  can  open  but  the  captain  of  falvation.     And 
therefore,  3.  You  are  to  believe  in  him  for  grace  to 
believe  in  him,  or  to  come  to  him  for  grace  to  come 
to  him,  and  to  take  on  with  him  for  faith,  as  well 
as  for  other  things,  becaufe  he  alone  is  the  author 
of  faith.     He  never  called  any  to  bear  the  expence 
of  one  jot,  from  the  beginning  to  ^he  end  of  the 

war, 
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war,  out  of  their  own  pocket,  and  much  lefs,  the 
expence  of  this  great  thing  we  call  believing,  which 
is  the  effedt  of  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  al- 
mighty power.  And  then  having  believed  thefe 
things,  4.  You  arc  to  believe  his  word,  that  he  will 
not  fell  you  in  a  jot  of  what  he  is  offering  to  you* 
Take  his  word  for  it,  that  iie  will  do  as  he  hath 
iaid  unto  you ;  and  truft  him  that  fpeaks  to  you 
by  us.  To  take  on  with  him  by  faith,  is  to  take 
his  word  who  is  ^rutb  itfelfy  for  your  fecurity  ; 
and  lay  the  ftrefs  of  the  whole  war'  upon  him,  fay- 
ing Lord,  art  thou  calling  me,  even  me,  that  have 
been  a  flave  to  the  devil  and  the  nations  of  lufts  ? 
Art  thou  calling  me  to  take  on  with  thee?  Content, 
Lord,  Come  thou  and  reign  over  us^  zsr  the  trees  faid, 
in  Jotbam's  parable,  Judges  ix.  10.  Come  thou  and 
reign  over  me,  and  be  thou  my  glorious  captain,  to 
fight  for  me,  and  to  flay  all  the  nations  of  lufbs  in 
my  heart.  And,  if  you  indeed  take  on  with  him 
in  this  manner,  he  will  do  as  he  hath  faid  ;  he  will 
put  out  thefe  nations  before  you  by  little  and  little. 
May  the  Lord  fecond  his  call  with  power. 

Secondly f  To  you  that  are  believers,  on  the  field 
of  battle,  making  war  with  the  nations,  the  fpiri- 
t\X2l  Canaanites ',  and  before  whom  the  Lcx'd  hath 
begun  to  drive  them  out  by  little  and  little :  I  fhould 
oflFcr  you,  1 .  A  word  of  Comfort.   2.  of  CounfeL 

ifty  for  Comfort.  O  believer,  though  the  nations 
*  be  greater  and  mightier  than  you,  yet  the  Lord  hath 
engaged  to  drive  them  out  ^  there  is  a  power  in 
Chrifl,  the  believers  head  and  hufband,  that  will, 
in  proccfs  of  time,  bring  every  power  contrary  to 
him  in  fubjedion ;  it  is  in  Chrift  that  believers  fliall 
be  niore  than  conquerors.  It  is  very  grievous  to 
the  believer,  to  feel  the  affaults  of  fin^^  fuch  as  that 

of 


478  The  gradual  em^ufi :  Or^ 

of  pride,  filthinefs,  covetoufnefs,  unbelief  atheifin 
and  enmity.  But  it  is  the  privil^e  of  the  belkvcfi 
that  he  hath  fuch  things  that  he  may  be  humbled, 
not  that  he  may  be  conquered  and  deftroyed  there- 
by. You  know,  a  fnake  may  be  £>  handled,  by 
taking  out  his  fting  and  teeth,  that  it  cannot  hurt 
US,  tho*  it  touch  us ;  yet  we  abhor  it  for  the  natuce 

'  of  it,  and  are  afraid  to  have  it  come  near  to  m : 
Even  fo  fin  is  in  fuch  a  manner  handled  by  our 
Lord  Jefus  Cfarift,  that  it  cannot  hurt  the  believer 
in  Chrift ;  hence  the  believer  is  many  times  more 
afraid  than  hurt :  Yet  it  is  very  becommg  the  true 
believer  to  hate  fin  from  the  very  nature  of  it,  and 
iland  at  a  diftance  from  it.  Mean  time,  you  have 
the  greateft  encouragement  in  the  world  to  fight 
againft  the  nations  of  enemies,  the  nations  of  lufts; 

*  for  the  battle  is  the  Lord's,  he  (lands  engaged  to  put 
out  the  nations,  Deta.  vii.  17,  18.,  Were  there  an 
uncertainty  of  the  vidory  you  might  be  difcour- 
aged,  and  loath  to  undertake  fuch  a  warfare ;  hot 
now,  when  the  Lord  hath  aflured  you  of  the  vido- 
ry,  and  that  you  have  his  blood,  his  fpirit,  his  faith- 
ful promife  for  it,  there  is  no  more  ground  of  dlf- 
couragement.  ObjeSi.  O  what  comfort  can  I  take, 
when  I  find  the  nations  of  enemies  and  lufts  (till 
living  and  lively,  yea,  ftrong,  mighty  and  prevaleut, 
and  even  growing  ftronger  and  ftronger  upon  my 
hand,  inflead  of  being  fubdued  and  deftroyed? 
jlnfw.  Perhaps  it  is  fo  between  battles,  or  fingle 
combats  that  you  have  with  your  conuptions  9  but, 
do  you  not  find  alfo  your  captain  coming  fome- 
times  into  your  afliftance,  and  making  up  all  that 
you  loft,  by  his  gracious,  powerful,  fandifying  and 
comforting  prefence?  And  thus  do  you  not  find 
even  after  fin's  yidory  over  you,  which  makes  you 

judge 
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judge  the  nations  are  increafing  on  your  hand&;  do 
you  not  find  (I  fay)  your  hatred  of  fin  increafed, 
your  felf-abhorrence  increafed,  your  dependence 
on  the  Lord  for  ftrength  increafed,  your  defire  to  be 
rid  of  fin  increafed,  and  your  heart  longing  for  the 
final  victory  over  the  nations,  and  the  full  pofifeffion 
of  Canaan?  Why,  what  is  this  but  the  Lord  your 
God  putting  out  the  nations  before  you  by  little  and 
little  ?  Mean  time,  during  thefe  battles,  is  it  not 
ground  of  comfort,  i.  That  there  is  a  fentence  pafi: 
in  your  hvouT  againft  the  nations,  even  a  fentence 
of  condemnation  and  deftrudion ;  and  accordingly 
Sin  is  condemned  in  the  Jlejhj  Romans  viii.  3,  and  Sa- 
tan is  condemned  to  deftrudion ;  T^be  God  of  peate 
will  bruife  Satan  under  your  feet.  2.  Is  it  not  ground 
of  comrort,  that  the  fentence  paft  againft  fin  and 
Satan  is  executed  in  part  ?  Your  old  man  is  cruci- 
fied, the  head  of  the  ferpent  is  bruifed  :  jFbr  this 
caufe  was  the  Son  of  God  mamfejled^  to  defirby  the 
works  of  the  devil  i  and,  by  death  be  batb  deftroyed 
tnm  tbat  bad  t be  power  of  deatb.  3.  Is  it  not  ground 
of  comfort,  that  the  day  of  full  and  final  execution 
J8  at  hand,  wherein  he  5^11  take  vengeance  on  the 
nations  ?  Tor  tbe  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart ^ 
lia.  Ixiii.  4.  tbe  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come  j  tbe 
day  of  tbe  Lord  is  at  band,  wherein  he  will  bri^g 
forth  judgment  into  viSory^  and  death  Jhall  be  fwal^ 
lowed  up  in  viSory :  Chrift  will  reign  till  all  bts  ene^ 
mies  become  bisfootfiool\  to  him  every  knee  /hall  bow. 
4.  Is  it  not  ground  of  comfort,  that  the  remaining 
power  of  the  nations  in  the  interim  (hall  never  be 
able  to  break  the  relation  that  is  betwixt  jrour  cap- 
tsun'-general  and-]rou^  nor  to  caft  you  out  of  his 
covenant,  out  of  fais  heart,  nor  out  df  his  love?  My 

covenant 
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covenant  wsli  I  not  breaks  fays  he,  ny  hving^Und" 
nefs  mil Ina  take  awof^  Pial.  Ixxxix.  37,  34.  He 
is  ftill  the  Lord  tby  God^  and  therefore  be  will  put 
out  tbe  nations  before  tbee  by  little  and  little.  I  offer 
you, 

2dly^  a  word  of  CounfeL  O  beUever,  are  yoa 
indeed  engaged  in  batde  againft  die  nations  ?  And 
has  the  Lord  begun  to  drive  them  out  before  yoa  i 
Then  purfue  thy  vidory,  and  fight  out  the  good 
fight  of  fidth,  fi>r  the  Lord  thy  Q>d  is  he  that  does 
fight  for  thee»  as  the  apofUe  fays  in  a  like  cafe, 
PbiL  ii.  12,  13.  fFork  out  tbe  work  of  your  fahation 
vitb  fear  and  tremblings  for  it  is  God  that  worietb 
in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  bis  good  pleafure^  Even 
to  fight  out  the  batde  againft  tne  nations,  for  the 
Lord  thy  God  will  put  them  out  before  thee  by 
little  and  litde.  And,  fince  the  batde  is  the  Lord's, 
and  your  captain  goes  before  you  to  divide  the 
fpoil  with  the  ftrong,  go  on  couragioufly:  And, 
tnat  you  may  do  fo  the  more  fuccefsfiilly,  I  fhall 
branch  forth  this  word  of  counfel  in  thefe  few  par- 
ticulars. 

!•  Fut  on  tbe  whole  armour  of  God;  and  go  not 
forth  againft  the  nadons  in  your  own  ftrength, 
otherwife  you  will  find  them  too  hard  for  you ;  but 
go  en  in  tbe  /Irengtb  of  tbe  Lord^  making  mention  of 
Ins  rigbteoufnefs^  and  bis  onfyi  hcmgjtrong  in  tie 
Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  bis  might ;  and  ftrong  in 
die  grace  that  is  mCbnftJefusi  having  no  confidence 
in  toe  flejh^  but  always  your  confidence  in,  and  de- 
pendence upon  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrif^  the  captain 
of  your  falvaUon. 

2.  Search  out  thefe  nations  that  are  moft  invifible 
and  hidden ;  for  your  greateft  danger  is  from  your 
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hiofi  fecrct  enemies.  You  wrejile  not  againft  jlejh 
and  bloody  but  agaittfl  principalities  and  powers^  and 
fpiritual  wickednejfes.  And  there  are  fpiritual  lufts 
not  eafily  difcerned :  If  thefe  be  negleSed,  and 
morie  open  enemies  only  noticed,  it  is  as  if  one  ifhould 
gaze  upon  the  fmoke,  and  negledt  the  fire  that  is 
within ;  or  as  if  one  (hould  gaze  upon  the  ulcer^ 
but  never  confider  thfe  corrupt  humour  within. 

3,  Having  found  out  the  enemy,  and  difcerned 
where  the  ftrength  of  the  nations  lies,  then  fet  upon 
them,  and  endeavour  through  grace,  to  bring  them 
into  a  confumption,  and  that  both  by  Jlarving  and 
ftorming  of  them.     1.  By  jlarving  them,    O  ftarvc 
them,  and  keep  them  from  their  food ;'  Make,  no 
proFviJion  for  the  Jkjh,  to  fulfil  the  lufls  thereof     Be- 
ware of  every  thing  that  may  contribute  to  ftrengthefi 
the  nations.    Say  not  a  confederacy  with  them  :   Do 
not  fpare  them,  nor  let  their  ftrong  holds  ftand  : 
Draw  not  up  a  league  with  them,  nor  border  too 
near  to  them.     It  is  faid  of  JfraeU  'The  people  Jkall 
dwell  alone ^  andjljall  not  be  reckoned  among  the  nations. 
Keep  not  company  with  the  wicked  :   Be  not  too 
much  converfant  with  the  world ;  many  bury  them- 
felves  by  digging  too  deep  there.   2.  As  hy  faroing^ 
fo  hy  Jlorming  the  nations.     You  are  to  confume 
them }  and  you  ought  to  ftorm  them,  by  bringing 
them  under  the  battering  engines  of  the  gofpel,  un- 
der the  ftroke  of  God's  word,  which  is  the  fivord  of 
the  fpirit ;  under  the  ftrgke  of  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
for  we  overcome  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb -^  and  under 
the  ftroke  of  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  for,  if  you  through 
the  Spirit  mortify  the  deeds   of  the  body^  you  jhall 
live. 

4.  Take  all  the  advantages  you  can  againft  the 
nations.    Take  advantage  of  the  times  and  fcafons : 

Vol.  II.  li  Even 
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Even  when  you  are  like  to  be  overpowered  .with  in- 
ward corruption,  and  under  fear  of  falling  one  day 
by  the  hand  of  fome  ftrong  luft,  then  get  to  the 
mighty  power  of  Chrift,  and  reinforce  yourielf^ 
and  refift  ;  and  in  refifting,  believe  you  (hall  over- 
come :  Remembring  for  your  encouragement,  that 
the  Almighty  Captain  ftands  within  fight,  when 
you  are  fighting  in  the  valley ;  and  he  waits  but 
a  call  from  you  when  diilrefTcd  in  the  battle,  and 
he  will  come  for  your  refcue.  Jehofhapkat  QvitA 
in  the  midft  of  the  battle,  and  was  helped ;  how 
much  more  may  you  expert  his  aid  in  your  fpiri- 
tual  combat  ? 

5.  Watch  againfl  the  nations,  and  refift  the  firft 
pnfet  of  the  enemy.  Corruptions  arc  the  natives, 
and  they  are  not  wholly  deftroyed  :  If  therefore 
you  do  not  watch,  nature  will  turn  to  her  old  bias. 
Native  and  natural  inclinations  are  very  forci- 
ble :  As,  bend  the  bough  of  a  tree  downward,  if 
you  let  it  go  it  will  ftart  up  by  and  by  ;  fo  if  you 
give  up  your  watch,  the  nations  will  return  and 
refume  their  power.  Particularly,  watch  againft, 
and  refift  the  firft  motions  of  fin  :  If  you  ftop  not 
the  current  of  a  wicked  motion,  it  will  foon  land 
in  a  wicked  aftion ;  for,  When  lufl  bath  amceived^ 
it  brings  forth  Jin^  James  i.  1 5.  Great  evils  arifc 
from  fmall  beginnings :  One  fpoonful  of  water  will 
quench  that  fire,  which  afterwards  whole  buckets 
cannot  abate  ;  therefore  it  is  a  good  rule,  principih 
objla^  refift  the  beginings  of  fin. 

6  Put  the  nations  in  the  hand  of  the  Captain, 
that  he  may  deftroy  them,  and  endeavour  fo  to  do, 
in  the  daily  exercife  of  faith  and  prayer.  O  feek  to 
the  Lord  Jefus,  that  he  would  avenge  you  of  thefe 
Philijiines^  as  in  the  parable  of  the  unjuift  judge, 

Luke 
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ike  xviii.  i.  The  parable  was  put  forth  for  this 
iy  that  men  ought  always  to  pray  and  not  to  fainf. 
le  judge  there  mentioned  was  one  that  feared  not 
>d,  nor  regarded  man  :  A  widow  comes  to  him, 
nng,  avenge  me  of  mine  adverfary ;  and  through 
r  importunity  fhe  prevailed  with  him :  And  ftiall 
t  God  avenge  his  eledt,  that  cry  day  and  night 
him  ?  though  he  bear  long,  yet  he  will  avenge 
5m  fpeedily :  Therefore  go  to  a  Gbd  in  Chrift, 
i  cry,  Lord,  avenge  me  of  my  lufts,  avenge 
5  of  my  pride,  avenge  me  of  my  unbelief, 
!nge  me  of  my  carnality,  avenge  me  of  mine 
emies. 

7.  After  all,  reft  not  fatisfied  vvith  any  fmall 
aory  obtained  over  the  nations :  Sit  not  down, 
if  you  had  no  more  ado :  for  the  nations  are  not 
dead  and  deftroyed  at  once ;  you  will  have  them 
fight  with,  as  long  as  you  are  on  this  fide  of 
avcn  :  Enemies  will  up  again,  and  therefore  you 
aft  up  again,  and  prefs  forward  to  a  compleat 
iory.  As  the  body  of  fin  and  death  remains 
lilc  you  are  here,  fo,  whatever  particular  luft 
a  have  been  troubled  with,  you  cannot  expedt 
full  and  final  vidlory  over  it  while  here,  even 
ough  it  hath  been  a  mortified  luft,  a  fubdued  luft. 

0  doubt  Peter  got  his  feet  upon  the  neck  of 

1  fin  of  denying  bis  majler^  when  he  went  out  and 
ft  bitterly^  after  Chrift  looked  to  him  5  yet  even 
at  fame  corruption  afterwards  did  ftir  in  him, 

a  partial  denying  of  his  mafter,  though  not  in 
e  fame  degree ;  as  when  Paul  witbjiood  kim  to 
f  face^  Gal.  ii.  12.  A  particular  corruption  may 
rough  grace  be  fubdued,  and  it  may  ceafe  to 
ir  to  violently  for  a  time,  yet  you  cannot  fay 
lat  it  is  wholly  killed,  yea,   it  may  afterwards 
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rife  up  as  violently  as  ever  :   A  luft  that  lay  long 
dead  may  revive  again,    and  therefore    you  lictk 
need  to  be  fecure,  but  much  need  to  be  fober  and 
watchful,  and  flill  going  on  in  the  warfare^  ftill 
depending  on  the  Lord  for  new  fupplies  of  ftrcngth 
againft  new  afTaults.     After  one  vidlory  obtained, 
make  ready  for  battle  immediately ;    when  fomc- 
thing   is  done,   look  to  the  Lord  to   do  more: 
After  one  (Iroke,  feek  another  to  be  given :  for 
it   is  by  little  and  litdt  the  vidlory  is  obtained. 
Think  not  flrange,  therefore,  though  the  nations 
rally  their  forces   again   and  again,    and  be  not 
difcouraged  thereupon  ;   but  learn  a  daily,  momen- 
tary,   clofe    and    conftant    dependence    upon   the 
captain  of  falvation,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that 
through  him  you   may  do  valiantly.     It  is  be  that 
girdeth  you  with  firength^   and  fubdues  the  nations 
under  you. 

8.  In  order  to  purfue  the  nations  to  death,  pur- 
fue  the  claim  you  have  to  the  vidlory  over  them, 
in  the  ufe  of  all  appointed  means,  with  an  entire 
dependence  upon  the  Lord ;   not  depending  upon 
means,  nay,  nor  yet  depending  upon  fcnfible  ma- 
nifeftations,  nor  relying  even  upon  the  graces  of  the 
fpirit,  but  upon  the  God  of  all  grace ;   pleading 
your   right  and   claim,   by  virtue  of    the  divine 
promife,    faying,    Lord,    haft  thou  not   intcrpofed 
thy  faithfulnefs,  thy  word,  thy  oath;    and  is  not 
thy  promife  fealed,  fealed  by  the  blood  of  Chrtft, 
fealed  in  the  facrament  of  the  fupper  ?     Haft  thou 
not  faid,  Solomon  Jl^all  reign?  though  now^  bcboU^ 
Adonijah  ufurps  the  throne:  Haft  thou  not  faid,  grace 
fliall  reign,  and  Sinjhallnot  have  the  dominion?  Be- 
hold how  it  ufurps.     Well,  put  him  to  his  word, 
and  purfue  your  claim.     Surely  the  Lord  will  not 
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deny  himfelf,  nay,  JEHOVAH-JIREH,  In  the 
aumnt  of  the  Lord  itjhall  befeen :  Though  you  have 
no  ftrength,  no  might  againft  this  great  multi- 
tude ;  yet  let  your  eyes  be  towards  him,  who  is 
mightier  than  the  noife  of  many  waters^  and  who 
hath  wrapt  in  your  intereft  with  his  own  glory, 
his  own  faithfulnefs  and  truth.  Let  your  difkul- 
ties  be  never  fo  great,  your  enemies  never  ib.  ma- 
D7,  and  their  power  never  fo  invincible ;  it  is  not 
^u  they  have  to  do  with,  but  Chrift  :  And  can 
any  thing  be  too  hard  for  him  ?  Wait  on  thy 
God  continually  who  hath  here  promifed  to  ac- 
complifh  the  warfare  gradually  ;  l^be  Lord,  thy 
Cod  will  put  out  tbefe  nations  before  thee  by  little 
and  little. 
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The  rainbow  of  the  covenant  lurround- 
ing  the  throne  of  grace, 

BEING 

The  fubftance  of  fome  SERMONS 
preached  at  the  facrament  of  Muckart^ 
June  23,   1728. 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.^^z^^ziLVL  Erskine. 

Rev.  iv.  3. 

^'^And  there  was  a  rainbow  round  about  the  tbront^ 
in  Jight  like  unto  an  emerald. 

NOT  to  ftand  in  the  entrance  of  this  di/courfe, 
we  may  obferve  here  three  things,  which 
'John  faw  in  the  vifion.  i/?,  A  throne  Jet  in 
heaven,  in  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  verfc.  idfy^ 
The  glorious  majefty  that  fat  on  the  throne,  who 
was  like  a  Jafper  and  Sardine  Jlone  for  brightnefs. 
3^/k,  The  canopy  of  the  throne,  a  rainbow  round 
^  about  it  in  colour  like  an  emerald.  I  underftand  the 
whole  of  this  to  have  a  refpeft  immediately  to 
the  church  militant  here  upon  earth,  and  the  glo* 
rious  difpenfation  of  the  grace  of  God  under  the 
new-teftament  oeconomy  3  and  that  which  inclines 
me  to  underfland  it  in  this  view  is  bccaufe  this 
is  prophetical,  and  has  a  refpcA  to  things 
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hat  were  to  be  done  afterward,  as  you  fee  in  the 
irft  verfe.  Come  up  hither^  and  I  will  Jhew  thee 
'kings  that  muji  be  hereafter^  that  is,  things  which . 
ire  to  be  tranfadled  in  the  church  in  the  fucceed- 
ng  ages  and  generations  of  the  world ;  and  there- 
ore  by  the  throne  here  that  was  fet  in  heaven,  I 
inderftand  the  throne  of  grace^  to  which  we  are  in- 
cited to  come  with  boldnefs  for  grace  and  mercy  to  help 
n  time  of  needy  Heb.  iv.  16.  The  throne  which 
lath  juflice  iatisfied  and  judgment  executed  upon 
he  fon  of  God,  for  its  baiis  and  foundation,  FfaL 
cxxix.  14.  The  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb, 
rom  which  proceeds  a  pure  river  or  water  of  life^ 
lear  as  chryjialy  Rev.  xxii.  i.  And  this  throne 
>  iaid  to  be  fet  in  heaven,  not  as  if  God's  throne 
f  grace  were  only  in  heaven  properly  fo  called ; 
Dr  we  find  the  church  militant  on  earth  frequently 
xprefTed  by  heaven  in  fcripture,  Heb.  xii.  20. 
Ihe  is  called  the  heavenly  Jerufalem^  to  wit,  the 
hurch,  I  Pet.  \\.  2.  the  heavenly  nation  ;  and 
[lerefore  by  Heaven  here,  we  may  undcrftand  the 
hurch  of  God  in  general :  and  it  is  fo  called  to 
bew  that  the  hearts  of  believers  even  while  here 
pon  earth,  are  in  heaven,  they  are  defiring  a  bet-  , 
:r  country,  that  is  an  heavenly,  and  when  they 
ddrefs  a  throne  of  grace,  they  have  their  eyes 
pon  an  exalted  Chrifl,  who  is  fet  down  at  the 
ight  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high,  and  his  mini- 
xy  in  the  heavenly  fanftuary.  By  hinv  that  fts 
7  the  throne^  I  underftand  Chrift  or  God  in  our 
ature,  not  excluding  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
rhoft  s  for  it  is  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the 
•amb.  Ezek.  i.  2(L  we  have  the  fame  defcrip- 
on  of  a  throne  in  a  vifion,  and  we  are  told  that 
have  upon  the  throne  was  the  appearance  of  a  man^ 
rhich  can  be  applied  to  none  oihct  xVi^ltv  \}cv^  t«^^ 
I  i  4  Cw{\^ 
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Chrift  Jcfus  •,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  is  tha 
fame  throne  and  the  fame  pcrfon  fitting  on  i"^ 
that  was  fcen  both  by  Ezekicl  and  the  aportlc  Jzlr.. 
As  for  his  pofturc,  he  is  reprcfented  as  Jittirg  uff:n 
the  throne.  This  points  at  the  perpetuity  of  his 
government,  that  he  is  in  the  quiet  poffefiion  of  it, 
it  being  for  ever  out  of  the  power  of  his  enemies 
to  difturb  his  adminiftration.  We  arc  told  here 
further,  that  his  appearance  upon  the  throne  was 
like  a  ^ajper  and  a  Sardine  Jlcne.  Thefe  ftoncs 
being  unknown  to  us,  we  (hall  not  take  up  time  m 
telling  you  what  is  faid  about  them  by  natnra- 
lifts  and  feme  curious  interpreters,  only  we  arc 
told,  in  fhort,  the  Jafper  is  a  bright  tratifparent 
ftone,  rcprefenting  to  the  eye  a  variety  of  the  moft 
vivid  or  lively  colours ;  the  Sardine  is  faid  to  be  red. 
The  Scope  is  plainly  this,  to  point  out  the  admirar 
ble  and  inconceivable  glory  and  excellency  of  an 
exalted  Chrift.  Such  is  the  brightnefs  of  the  Fa- 
ther's glory  fliining  in  him,  now  when  he  is  upon 
the  throne,  that  all  the  precious  things  on  earth 
put  together,  are  but  faint  fhadows  and  rcprefcn- 
tations  of  his  divine  glory  and  excellency ;  The  bright- 
nefs of  the  Jafper  and  the  rednefs  of  the  Sardine 
Itonc  are  put  together,  to  (hew  that  he  is  ccfoV^ 
/jfhi  red,  white  in  his  divine,  red  in  his  human 
nature,  white  in  his  holincfs,  red  in  his  fufFering ; 
the  bright  and  glorious  perfedlions  of  God  Awn- 
ing through  the  rent  vail  of  his  human  nature, 
do  as  it  were  receive  a  tindlurc  of  red  from  the 
vail  through  which  they  are  tranfmitted,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  i. 
lie  is  faid  to  be  glorious,  and  jfet  red  in  his  apparel^ 
end  his  appearance  in  the  midft  of  the  throne  is  as 
it  were  of  a  Lamb  Jlaiuy  having  the  fprinkling  of 
liis  blood  about  him,  which  was  (hcd  upon  mount 
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Cahary,  and  which  cries  for  ietter  things  than  the . 
If/ooJ  of  Abel. 

But  now  I  come  to  that  part  of  John*s  vifion, 
which  I  have  principally  in  view,  and  that  is  the 
canopy  of  ftate  which  covers  the  throne,  and  him 
that  fat  on  it,  in  the  clofe  of  the  third,  verfe.  jind 
there  was  a  rainbow  round  about  the  throne^  in  fight 
like  unto  an  emerald.  Where  again  obfervc  ijiy  The 
covering  of  the  throne^  it  was  very  ftatcly,  like  a 
rainbow.  .  2dly^  The  circuit  of  this  covering,  it  was 
round  about  the  throne.  2^fyi  The  colour  of  it,  // 
was  like  an  Emerald. 

Here  I  conceive  there  is  a  manifeft  allufion  to 
God's  covenant  with  Noah,  Gen.  viii.  When  God 
called  back  the  waters  of  the  deluge  from  off  the 
face  of  the  earth,  he  made  a  promife  and  bound 
hinifelf  by  covenant,  That  he  would  never  defiroy 
the  earth  any  more  by  water^  and  in  token  of  his 
faithfulnefs  in  this  matter  he  fet  his  bow  in  the 
clouds.  With  allufion  to  this,  God's  throne  of 
grace,  or  his  mercy  feat,  from  which  all  the  pro- 
mifes  of  the  covenant  do  proceed,  is  faid  to  be 
furrounded  with  a  rainbow^  to  fignify,  that  as  God 
deals  with  his  people  in  the  way  of  a  covenant ; 
{o  his  faithfulnefs  in  that  covenant  is  eftabliftied 
in  the  very  heavens,  and  this  bow  furrounding  the 
throne  is  faid  to  be  in  colour  like  an  emerald,  that 
is,  of  a  green  colour,  to  fignify  that  his  covenant 
by  virtue  of  the  faithfulnefs  of  him  that  fits  upon 
the  throne,  is  ever  the  fame,  without  any  (hadow 
of  turning  ;  the  fajhion  of  this  world  withers  and 
paflfes  away,  but  the  word  of  the  Lord^  his  word  of 
grace  and  promife,  it  endures  for  ever. 

The  'dodtrine  1  take  notice  of  from  the  words, 
is  this.  That  God's  covenant  of  grace^  and  his  faitb^ 
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fullnefs  engaged  therein^  is  like  a  beatUiful  rainbow 
furrounding  the  throne  of  grace  for  the  encouragement 
ef  our  faith  and  truji  in  him  that  Jits  on  it. 

In  difcourfing  on  this  dodtrine,  I  (hall,  through 
divine  affiftance,  do  thefe  things  following,  (i.) 
Offer  a  few  thoughts  concerning  the  covenant  of 
grace  or  promife.  (2.)  Concerning  the  faithfulneis 
of  God  engaged  in  this  covenant.  ('^.)  Take  a 
view  of  this  covenant  under  the  fimilitude  of  a 
rainbow  in  colour  like  an  emerald  furrounding  the 
throne  of  grace.  (4.)  Speak  a  little  of  that  faith  or 
truft  which  the  fight  of  this  bow  of  the  covenant 
ihould  beget  in  us.     (5.)  Apply  the  whole. 

The  Firjl  thing  propofcd  is  to  offer  a  few 
thoughts  concerning  the  covenant  of  grace  and 
promife.     And, 

I.  I  remark,  that  the  occafion  of  the  cove- 
nant of  grace,  like  that  of  God's  covenant  widi 
Noah  was  a  deluge  of  wrath  which  broke  out 
upon  Adam  and  all  his  family  for  the  breach  and 
violation  of  the  covenant  of  works.  This  is  what 
18  pointed  at  EzeL  xvi.  4,  5,  6,  7,  8.  Where  you 
fee  that  that  which  gave  occafion  to  God's  entring 
into  a  covenant  of  grace,  is  that  miferable  eftate 
man  had  brought  himfelf  into  by  fin.  When  I 
faffed  by  thee^  andfaw  thee  polluted  in  thine  own  bloody 
thy  time  was  a  time  of  love^  I  fpread  my  Jkirt  over 
tbeCy  and  covered  thy  nakednefs :  Tea  Ifware  unto  thee, 
and  entered  into  covenant  with  thee^  faith  the  Lord, 
and  thou  becamejl  mine.  Here  it  may  readily  be 
aiked,  what  is  that  flate  we  are  reduced  unto  by 
the  breach  of  the  firfl  covenant  ?  I  anfwer,  in  (hort, 
it  is  a  fhte  of  fin ;  original  fin  like  a  contagion  has 
over-run  all  men,  and  the  whole  man  from  the 
crown  of  the  head  to  the  foul  of  the  foot :   It  is 
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a  ftate  of  alienation  and  cftrangement  from  God  5 
we  are  alienated  from  the  very  life  of  God^  tbraugb 
the  ignorance  that  is  in  us  5  like  the  prodigal  we  have 
gone  into  a  far  country,  and  care  not  for  returning 
to  our  father's  houfc :  Yea,  more,  it  is  a  ftate  of 
enmity  and  hoftility  againft  God,  the  carnal  mini 
is  enmity  againji  Godj  we  are  enemies  in  our  minds 
£y  wicked  works :  It  is  a  godlefs  and  a  hopelefs  ftate, 
therefore  faid  to  be  without  God  and  without  hope  in 
the  world:  It  is  a  ftate  of  worfe  than  Egyptian  dark- 
nefe ;  we  are  not  fimply  in  the  dark,  out  we  are 
darknefs  itfelf :  once  ye  were  darknefs :  It  is  a  ftate 
of  impotency  and  weaknefs,  for  when  we  were  witb^ 
out  Jlrength  in  due  time  Chrtfi  died  for  us ;  It  is  a 
flate  of  bondage  and  captivity  to  fin,  Satan  and  the 
world  s  we  are  led  captive  by  thefe  potent  enemies: 
It  is  a  curfed  and  condemned  ftate,  we  are  cm-- 
demned  already y  and  the  wrath  of  God  abidetb  on  us: 
It  is  a  ftate  of  death,  we  are  dead  fpiritually  un- 
der the  power  of  fin,  and  lying  upon  the  very  bor- 
ders of  eternal  death.  Now  this  is  the  condition 
we  are  reduced  unto  by  the  fall,  upon  which  ac- 
count we  may  well  take  up  that  melancholy  fong, 
7he  crown  is  fallen  from  our  beady  wo  to  us  that  we 
have  finned ;  however  infinite  mercy  and  love  takes 
occafion  from  this  miferable  and  rained  eftate  of 
man  to  enter  into  a  new  covenant,  even  a  covenant 
of  grace,  in  order  to  his  deliverance, 

2.  Remark^  that  the  rife  and  fpring  of  this  co- 
venant of  grace  was  not  forefeen  faith  or  good  works, 
or  any  thing  elfe  in  the  creature,  but  only  the 
free  and  furprifing  love  of  God,  John  iii.  16.  God 
fi  loved  the  worlds  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son^ 
that  whofoever  believeth  in  bim^  might  not  perijh^  but 
have  everlafting  life^  Jer.  xxxi.  3.  Ihofoe  laved  tbee 


492  :^e  rainbow  of  the  covenant 

with  an  everhjling  lovcy  therefore  with  loving  kini- 
nefs  have  1  drawn  thee.  This  love  of  God  to  loft 
fiiiners,  was  altogether  and  abfolutely  free,  free  in 
oppofition  to  merit,  free  in  oppofition  to  conftraint ; 
it  hath  no  other  caufe,  but  only  the  freedom  of 
his  own  will,  Eph.  ii.  4.  And  as  it  is  free,  fo  it 
is  fuperlatively  great,  love  that  pajfes  knowledge^ 
love  which  hath  a  height  and  depth,  a  breadth  and 
length  which  can  never  be  fathomed,  or  found 
out ',  it  is  diftinguifliing  love  that  takes  hold  of  man 
when  it  pafTed  by  angels  that  fell ;  it  fixed  upon 
fome  of  Adani%  family,  when  it  paiTed  by  others. 

3.  This  covenant  of  grace  in  the  original  make 
and  conftitution  of  it,  was  tranfafted  with  Chrift 
as  a  new  covenant-head,  a  publick  perfon  reprefent- 
ing  all  the  fpiritual  feed  which  the  Lord  hath  given 
him ;  for,  firs,  you  mufl  know,  that  fince  the  fall 
of  man,  God  never  entered  into  any  covenant  with 
him  diredly  and  immediately,  but  only  by  the  in- 
tervention of  a  furety  and  mediator.  Hence  in  our 
larger  catechifm^  in  anfwer  to  that  queftion,  with 
whom  was  the  covenant  of  grace  made  ?  The  an- 
fwer is,  ^that  it  was  made  with  Chrijl,  and  with  the 
eledl  in  him  as  his  feed.  Hence  it  is,  that  we  read 
of  Grace  given  us  in  Chrift  before  the  world  began. 
In  this  covenant  there  are  fome  things  that  relate 
particularly  to  Chrifl  himfelf  as  furety  and  redeem- 
er, and  fome  things  in  it  that  relate  to  the  mem- 
bers and  feed  of  Chrifl ;  the  Father  having  pro- 
mifed  fufHcient  furniture  and  through-bearing  to  his 
Son,  both  for  the  purchafe  and  application  of  our 
redemption^  the  Son  not  only  undertakes  to  fa- 
tisfy  juflice,  to  fulfil  the  law,  to  bruife  the  head 
of  the  old  ferpent,  but  alfo  by  his  fpirit,  which 
he  would  fend  into  their  hearts,  to  fprinkle  them 
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with  clear  water,  to  take  awav  the  ftony  hearts 
to  enlighten  them,  to  juftify  them,  to  adopt  and 
fanflify  them,  and  at  lad  to  prefent  them  without 
foot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing  ;  and  when  all 
this  comes  to  be  revealed  and  fet  forth  in  a  gofpel 
difpenfation,  what  is  incumbent  upon  us,  but  to 
fubfcribe  to  this  glorious  'tranfadtion  and  plan  of 
redemption  that  was  laid  by  infinite  wifdom  ?  Thus 
I  fay  the  covenant  of  grace  was  originally  tranfadcd 
with  Chrift,  and  with  us  in  him  and  through  himj 
and  th^y  who  either  in  print  or  pulpit  ridicule  or 
exclaim  againft  this  as  a  new  fcheme  of  dodtrine, 
they  do  not  ridicule  us,  but  the  doSrine  affertcd  by 
the  church  of  Scotland  in  her  ftandards,  which  as 
it  is  founded  upon  the  word,  fo  we  are  bound  by 
folemn  covenant  to  cleave  unto  it. 

4.  Remark^  That  the  revelation  of  this  covenant 
of  grace  tranfadted  with  Chrift  before  the  world, 
was   made  very  early  to  our  firft  parents  in  para- 
difc  immediately  after  the  fall,    Gen.  iii.  15.    T^be 
feed  of  the  woman  Jhall  bruife  the  bead  of  the  ferpent^ 
Here  it  was,  that  the  grand  fecret  which  lay  in 
the  breaft  of  God,  did  firft  break  forth,  when  our 
firft  parents  were  waiting  with  a  trembling  heart 
every  rriomcnt  for  the  execution  of  the  fentencc  of 
the  broken  covenant  of  works :  Behold  glad-tidings 
of  great  joy  are  ifliicd  out  from  a  throne  of  grace, 
namely,  that  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  the  Son  of  God 
was  to  take  on  the  feed  of  the  woman,  and  bruife' 
the  ferpent*s  head,  to  deftroy  the  devil,  and  his 
works,  and  redeem  man  from  that  gulph  of  miferv 
into  which  he  was  plunged ;  this  was  the  covenant 
of  grace ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  in  its  firft  edition 
it  came  forth  in  a  proiiiife  of  Chrift,  this  was  en- 
larged and  explained  to  Abrabamy  Mojcs^  Da^id^ 
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and  yet  more  fully  opened  after  the  Babylonijh  cap^ 
tivity  by  Jeremiah^  Ezekiel  and  other  prophets,  till 
Chrift  himfelf  adlually  game,  in  whom  all  the  old 
tcftament  types,  prophecies  and  promifcs  received 
their  full  accomplifhment,  and  having  by  his  death 
confirmed  the  covenant  with  many^  the  covenant  of 
grace  after  his  refurredtion  and  exaltation  came  forth 
in  its  laft  and  beft  edition :  namely,  in  the  form 
of  a  teftament,  having  the  two  great  facraments  of 
baptifm  and  the  fupper  appended  to  it,  as.  full  and 
uncontefted  evidences  of  its  being  confirmed  by  his 
death.  This  glorious  charter  is  now  paft  the  feal, 
and  therefore  faith  may  make  ujfe  of  it  with  bold- 
nefs. 

5.  Remark^  That  this  covenant  of  grace  or  tefta- 
ment of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  may  be  viewed  and 
confidered  in  its  difpenfation  or  exhibition.  God  in 
his  infinite  wifdom,  for  reaching  the  great  end, and 
defign  of  a  covenant  of  grace,  has  appointed  ordi- 
nances, the  word,  facrament  and  prayer,  and  other 
proper  means,  by  which  the  benefits  of  his  death, 
and  bleftings  of  his  covenant,  may  come  to  be  a&u- 
ally  applied  to  us ;  he  has  authorized  minifters  to 
difpenfe  word  and  facraments,  that  by  thefe,  as 
through  conduit-pipes,  his  grace  and  fulnefs  may 
be  communicated  to  us.  And  here  it  fhould  be  re- 
membered, that  the  covenant  of  grace  in  the  difpen- 
fation and  exhibition  of  it  comes  to  every  man's 
door.  It  is  prefented  as  the  ground  and  founda- 
tion of  faith  in  common  to  all  the  hearers  of  the 
gofpel,  t\t&,  and  reprobate ;  we  call  all  and  every 
C)ne  to  take  hold  of  God's  covenant^  and  tell  them, 
7o  you  is  the  word  of  this  fahation  fenti  the  promfe^ 
or  covenant,  is  to  ycu,  to  your  feedj  and  to  all  that 
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are  afar  off^  and  to  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God 
Jhall  call. 

6.  This  covenant  of  grace  may  be  confidercd  in 
the  application  and  execution  of  it ;  and  this  is  ei« 
ther  initial,  progreflive  or  confummate.  i.  I  fay 
there  is  the  initial  application,  or  the  foul's  firft  en- 
try into  the  bond  of  the  covenant^  or  rather  the 
fpirit  of  the  great  new  covenant  head  taking  hold  of 
the  poor  foul,  and  the  foul  at  the  fame  moment 
taking  hold  of  the  ctfoenant  by  faith,  receives  it  as 
a  good  and  fufficient  fecurity  for  that  life  and  hap- 
pinefs,  which  was  loft  by  the  fin  of  the  firft  Adam. 
This  is  in  fcripture  called  the  day  of  efpoufalsy  where- 
in the  foul  does  as  it  were  fign  and  fubfcribe  the 
marriagercontradt,  faying,  /  am  the  Lord's.  2. 
There  is  the  further  improvement^  of  this  covenant 
of  grace,  for  the  foul's  daily  fupply  in  a  way  of 
believing,  whereby  it  is  made  to  grow  in  grace  and 
in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbriji.  This  is 
called  a  drawing  water  with  joy  out  of  the  wells  of 
fahation.  The  believer  finding  himfelf  under  this 
and  the  other  want,  improves  the  promifes  of  the 
covenant^  as  they  are  fuited  and  adapted  to  his  cafe^ 
And  thus  the  work  of  fanftification  is  daily  advanc- 
ed, thy  Jhall  go  from  Jirength  to  ftrengtb.  3.  There 
is  the  full  execution  of  the  defigns  of  this  covenant^ 
when  the  foul  is  brought  to  glory,  and  prefented 
faultlefs  before  the  pre  fence  of  God,  without  fpot  or 
wrinkle,  or  any  fucb  thing.  When  Chriji  who  is  our 
life  Jhall  appear,  then  Jhall  we  appear  with  him  in 
glory.  At  that  day,  the  covenant,  and  all  the  con- 
cerns of  it,  is  fully  executed  and  performed,  evea 
the  day  of  J  ejus  ChriJl,  Phil.  i.  6.  Being^conjident 
of  this  very  thing,  that  he  who  bath  begun  a  good 
work  in  you^  will  perform  it  to  the  day  of  Jefus 
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Q>rift.  So  much  for  the  firft  thing  propofed» 
which  was  to  give  you  fome  views  of  the  covenant 
of  grace. 

The  fecond  thing  was  to  fpeak  a  little  of  the 
faithfulnefs  of  God  engaged  in  the  covenant^  which 
is  here  refcmbled  to  the  rainbow  about  the  ibrone  in 
colour  like  an  emerald.  For  the  illuftration  of  this 
head,  I  (hall  i.  enquire  what  the  faithfulnefs  of 
God  implies.  2.  How  far  this  faithfulnefs  is  en- 
gaged in  the  covenant. 

For  ih^  frji^  I  fliall  clear  it  in  the  following 
particulars.  1.  God's  covenant  of  grace  or  promife 
IS  no  hafty  or  indeliberate  deed,  but  the  refult  of 
itis  eternal  purpofe  and  council.  Men  many  times 
fpeak  before  they  think,  and  when  they  have  paft 
dieir  word,  they  would  be  content  to  eat  it  in  again, 
becaufe  they  fpeak  frequently  before  they  confider 
matters  truly.  But  no  fuch  thing  is  incident  to 
God  5  his  promife  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  revelation  of 
his  council  and  purpofe  of  grace  before  the  world 
began  ;  and  therefore  every  word  he  fpeaks  is  fure, 
and  ftable,  like  mountains  of  brafs  which  cannot  be 
fhaken.  2.  God  thinks  as  he  fpeaks  in  his  covenant 
and  promife.  I  remember  it  is  given  as  the  cha- 
rafter  of  a  true  citizen  of  Zion^  that  he  fpeaks  the 
truth  in  his  hearty  Pfal.  xv.  that  is,  his  words  and 
his  thoughts  agree  together,  the  one  is  the  exad 
tranfcript  or  copy  of  the  other  :  And  if  this  be  the 
chara<fler  of  the  citizens  of  Zion^  much  more  is  it 
fo  of  Zions  God  and  King,  who  defires  truth  in 
the  inward  part :  He  does  not  fay  one  thing  and 
think  another,  he  hates  all  difingenuity  in  others, 
and  therefore  cannot  be  guilty  of  it  himfelf :  His 
words  are  fo  much  the  pifture  of  his  heart,  that 

virc 


^^^^■^   J      ^H_^^^^H 


furrwnding  the  throne  of  grace.  497 

we  may  lawfully  and  warrantably  look  into  his  heart 
in  and  by  the  words  of  his  mouth. 

3.  God  can  riot  forget  his  covenant  and  proniife. 
Men  will  many  times  make  promifcs,  and  forget 
them  as  foon  as  they  are  made;  but  it  cannot  be  fo 
with  God,  ke  is  ever  mijidful  of  bis  covenant^  his 
mercy  and  truth  is  ever  before  his  face ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  an  unjuft  refledlion  on  a  God  of  truth, 
to  fay,  or  think  that  he  has  forgotten  to  be  gracious. 
A  woman  may  fooner  forget  her  fucking  child,  than 
God  czn  forget  his  children^  or  his  promifc  made  to 
them ;  he  remembers  every  good  word  or  thought 
of  ours,  and  has  a  book  of  remembrance  for  them  { 
furely  then  he  will  not,  he  cannot  forget  his  owa 
word  of  promlfe.  'Tis  true,  Tfa.  xliii.  26.  vvc  are 
commanded  to  put  him  ijt  remembrance  ;  and  accord- 
ingly David,  Pfal.  cxix.  49.  fays  to  God,  Remember 
the  wordy  upon  which  thou  haft  caufed  me  to  hope.  But 
this  is  not  to  be  underftood,  as  if  God  needed  to  have 
his  memory  helped  by  us;  but  only  to  put  us  to  our 
duty,  to  quicken  us  to  faith  and  fervency  in  prayer, 
according  to  the  diredtion,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  ^7.  Forthefe 
things  will  I  be  enquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael^  that 
I  may  do  it  for  them. 

4.  God  cannot  change  his  mind  :  our  unbelieving 
hearts  are  ready  fometimes  to  fuggeft,  that  when 
God  made  the  promlfe,  he  might  have  thoughts  of 
grace  and  love  in  his  heart,  but  perhaps  now  he  his 
altered  his  way  of  thinking ;  his  thoughts  have  ta- 
ken another  turn :  but  this  cannot  be,  for  he  is  of 
one  mind^  and  who  can  turn  him  ?  There  is  no  va- 
riablenefs,  or  fo  much  as  a  fjodow  of  turning  with 
him^  he  is  the  fame  to-day,  yeflerday^  and  for  ever. 
Pfal.  cii.  25,  26,  27.  Of  old  thou  haft  laid  the  fmn^ 
daticn  of  the  earth :  and  the  heavens  are  the  work  d 
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thy  hands:  they Jhall perijh^  but  thou  jhalt  endure \  aU 
oftbemjijall  wax  old  as  a  garment ;  as  a  vejiure  Jkalt^ 
thou  change  tbemy  and  they  Jkall  be  changed.  But  thou 
art  the  fame  ^  andoftlyy  years  there  is  no  end.  What- 
ever changes  there  may  be  in  his  carriage  towards  us, 
yet  there  can  be  no  change  in  his  heart,  confequent- 
ly  no  change  or  alteration  in  his  covenant. 

5.  As  God  never  changes  his  mind,  fo  he  never 
broke  his  word  5  he  always  performs  what  he  pro- 
mifes.  Many  a  time  the  believer  has  found  him 
better  than  his  word,  but  never  worfe  than  his  word. 
This  is  what  fojlma  obfcrved  in  his  laft  fpcech  to 
^ofi.  xxiii.  14.  And  ye  know  in  all  your  hearts^  and 
in  all  your  fouls^  that  not  one  thing  hath  failed  of  all 
the  good  things  which  the  Lord  our  Godfpake  cmcem-- 
ing  yoUy  but  all  are  come  to  pafs  to  you^  and  not  one 
thing  hath  failed  thereof  As  if  he  had  faid,  I  ap- 
peal to  your  confciences,  if  he  has  not  been  a  faitn- 
.  ful  God  in  performing  his  promife  to  you.  Thus 
you  fee  wherein  the  faithful nefs  of  God  confifts. 

For  the  fecond,  to  wit,  How  far  the  faithfulnefs 
of  God  is  engaged  in  the  covenant  of  grace  ?  I  an- 
fwcr,  it  is  fo  far  engaged,  that  he  has  given  all  the 
Security  that  it  is  poflible  for  God  to  give.  For,  i. 
his  covenant  is  fubfcribed,  even  with  his  own  blood. 
God,  as  it  were,  dips  his  pen  in  the  heart-blood  of 
his  own  Son,  and  therewith  fubfcribes  the  covenant 
Hence  the  blood  of  Chrift  is  called  the  blood  of  the 
teftament.  T^Ihs  is  the  New  Tejlament  in  my  bkod. 
2.  The  covenant  of  grace  is  not  only  fubfcribed  but 
attcfted  by  a  glorious  Trinity  in  the  capacity  of 
three  witnefles,  i  fohn  v.  7.  There  are  three  that 
bear  record  in  heaven^  the  Father^  the  Word^  and  the 
Uohf  Ghoft :  and  tbefc  three  are  one.     3.  It  is  a  fealed 
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bargain,  fealed  with  the  oath  of  God,  wherein  he 
hath  pledged  his  very  life  for  the  performance  of  it : 
he  gave  his  oath  to  the  covenant-head,  Pfah  Ixxxix. 
35.  Once  have  I  /worn  by  my  bolinefsy  I  will  not  lie 
unto  David.  He  gives  his  oath  to  the  feed  of  Chrift, 
Heb.  vi.  17.  God  willing  more  abundantly  to  Jhew  to 
the  heirs  of  promife  the  immutability  of  his  counfcU 
confirmed  it  by  an  oath.  It  is  fealed  with  the  death 
of  the  teftator,  Heb.  ix.  j6,  17,  18.  It  is  fealed 
with  the  facraments  of  baptifm  and  the  fupper, 
which  are  like  the  delivering  of  earth  and  ftone  up- 
'on  an  infeftment :  and  that  moment  that  a  finner 
takes  hold  of  it,  he  fcals  it  upon  the  heart  by  his 
holy  Spirit,  Eph.  i.  23.  In  whom  after  ye  believed^  ye 
were  fealed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife ^  which  is  the 
earnejl  of  our  inheritance.  4.  This  covenant  or  tc- 
ftament  has  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  fo  far  engaged 
in  it^  that  for  further  fccurity  it  is  regiftred  in  heaven 
amongft  the  antiquities  of  the  land  afar  off,  Pfal. 
cxix.  89.  For  ever^  O  Lcrd^  thy  word  is  fettled  in 
beaveny  regiftered  upon  earth,  in  the  volume  of  his 
book,  which  is  a  more  fure  word  of  prophecy  than 
an  immediate  voice  from  heaven ;  and  therefore,  we 
do  well  to  take  heed  to  it,  as  to  a  light  Hiining  in 
a  dark  place.  This  much  for  the  fecond  thing  pro- 
pofed. 

The  third  thing  in  the  method  was  to  take  a 
view  of  this  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  faithfulnefs 
of  God  engaged  therein,  under  the  fimilitude  and 
rcprcfentation  of  a  rainbow  furrounding  the  throne 
in  colour  like  an  emerald.  And  here  I  (hall  endea- 
vour to  do  thefe  three  things :  i .  View  the  cove- 
nant under  the  fimilitude  of  a  rainbow.  2.  En- 
quire why  this  bow  is  faid  to  be  round  about  thci 
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throne.     3*  Why  it  is  faid  to  be  in  colour  like  an 
emerald. 

I .  I  fay,  I  (hall  view  the  covenant  of  grace  under 
this  metaphor  of  the  rainbow  in  the  text     i.  Then, 
the  rainbow  was  of  God's  fetting,  I  bavefet  my  6ew 
in  the  clouds.    So  the  covenant  of  grace  is  of  God's 
making :  tbave  made  a  covenant  with  my  cbofen.  Hear 
and  your  foul  Jhall  live^  and  I  will  make  with  you  an 
everlafting  covenant  y  even  the  fure  mercies  of  David. 
I  will  make  with  them  an  everlaAing  covenant,  and 
I  will  never  turn  away  from  them  to  do  them  good. 
Beware  of  thinking  that  the  covenant  is  of  your  mak-. 
ing.     It  is  indeed  our  duty  to  take  hold  of  God's  co- 
venant, and  to  come  under  engagements,  thro'  the 
grace  thereof  to  obferve  all  the  duties  commanded 
in  the  law ;  bu^  do  not  think,  that  your  engaging 
or  promifing  and  covenanting  do  make  or  confti- 
tute  the  covenant  of  grace.     No,  it  is  God  that  both 
makes  the  covenant,  and  leads  our  heart  and  hand 
in  taking  hold  of  it,  and  in  engaging  to  thefe  duties 
of  obedience,  which  are  confequential  unto  our  be- 
ing in  covenant  with  the  Lord,  Heb.  viiu  10.  This 
is  the  Covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  boufe  of  IJ^ 
raelj  I  will  put  my  law  into  their  mind,  and  write  it 
in  their  heart :  and  I  will  be  to  them  a  God^  and  they 
Jhall  be  to  me  a  people.     The  covenant  of  grace  is  as 
much  of  God's  making,  as  the  forming  of  the  bow 
in  the  clouds,  which  cannot  be  done  by  the  hands 
of  men. 

2.  The  bow  was  fet  in  the  clouds  upon  God's 
fmclling  a  fweet  favour  in  Noah's  facrifice,  as  you 
will  f/ce  in  the  clofe  of  the  viii.  and  ix.  chapters  of 
the  book  of  Genefis :  So  here,  upon  Chrift  our 
blefled  Noah\  engaging  to  make  himfelf  a  Sacri* 
jfice  to  jttllice  in  our  room  and  ilead,  and  God  fmel- 
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linga  fweet  favour  in  his  death  and  fatisfadtion  there- 
upon, God  fets  the  bow  of  the  covenant  in  his  church. 
O  firs,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  fatisfadion  which 
our  furety  offered,  this  bow  of  the  covenant  had  ne- 
ver appeared  in  our  heavens. 

3.  God's  bow  in  the  cloud  is  a  fecurity  againft 
the  waters  of  the  deluge,  that  they  (hall  never  re- 
turn any  more  to  deftroy  the  earth  j  and  indeed  the 
bow  in  the  heavens  is  a  greater  fecurity  againft  it, 
than  the  fands  and  rocks  wherewith  it  is  furround- 
cd:  fo  the  covenant  of  grace,  founded  upon,  and 
fealed  with  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  is  a  glorious  fe- 
'curity  againft  the  devouring  deluge  of  divine  wrath, 
that  It  mall  never  return  to  deflroy  any  foul  that  by 
£iith  flees  to  Chrift,  and  takes  fhelter  under  the  co- 
vert of  his  blood  and  righteoufnefs.  Whenever  a 
man  fees  the  rainbow^  it  yields  him  peace  and  fafety 
againft  the  fears  of  another  deluge,  tho*  never  fuch 
hurricanes  or  tempefts  were  blowing  out  of  the  hea- 
vens J  tho'  the  fea  were  roaring  and  its  waves  fwel- 
ling,  as  tho*  it  would  fwallow  up  the  dry  land,  yet 
the  fight  of  God's  bow  in  the  clouds,  puts  us  out 
of  fear  of  an  univerfal  deluge:  fo  here,  whenever  a 
poor  foul  by  faith  takes  a  view  of  the  bow  of  the 
covenant  furrounding  God's  throne  of  grace,  it  yields 
him  peace;  he  is  made  to  fee,  that  whatever  be 
God's  difpenfations,  whatever  be  the  appearance  of 
his  providences,  yet  the  deluge  of  his  vindidlivc 
wrath  having  fpent  itfclf  upon  the  Surety,  juftice  it- 
fcf  becomes  the  finner's  fecurity,  by  virtue  of  the 
covenant  of  grace.  Ifa.  liv.  9.  For  this  is  as  the  wa^ 
ters  of  Noah  unto  me  ;  for  as  1  have  fworn  that  the 
waters  of  Noah  Jhould  no  more  go  over  the  earth :  fo 
have  I  fworn  that  I  would  not  be  wroth  with  thee  nor 
rebuke  thee. 
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4.  The  rainbow  (as  naturalifts  think)  is  juft  a  re 
flcdtion  of  the  beams  of  the  fuhj  and  it  is  the  fiia 
that  gives  being  to  the  rainbow ;  for  take  away  the 
fun  out  of  the  firmament,  there  would  be  no  rainbow 
in  the  clouds :  fo  here,  it  is  Chrift  the  fun  ofrigbte- 
oufnefs,  that  gives  being  to  the  covenant  of  grace;  he 
is  the  very  life  and  fubftance  of  it  s  7  will  give  tbet 
for  a  covenant  of  the  people.  All  the  promifes  of  the 
covenant,  what  are  they  but  juft  the  rays  of  grace 
and  love,  flowing  out  from  Chrift,  the  brigbtnefi  of 
the  Father's  glory.  All  the  proinifes  are  in  him,  and 
in  him  they  are  yea  and  amen :  Take  away  Chrift, 
and  the  promife  is  not,  the  covenant  is  not. 

5*  Although  the  arch  of  the  bow  is  high  above  us, 
reaching  to  the  heavens,  yet  the  extremes  of  it  ftoop 
down  to  the  earth,  and  come  npar  to  every  man, 
yea,  one  would  think,  whatever  he  is,  or  whatever 
place  of  the  world  he  is  in,  ftill  the  end  of  the  rain^ 
bow  is  pointing  towards  him :  juft  fo  it  is  with  the 
covenant  of  grace ;  altho'  the  great  covenant-head  be 
in  heaven,  yet  the  covenant  itfelf  ftoops  down  to 
men  upon  earth.  Rom.  x.  6,  7,  8.  Say  not  in  thine 
hearty  Who  jhallafcend  into  heaven  ?  (that  is^  to  bring 
Chriji  down  from  above)  or  Who  Jhall  defcend  into  the 
deep  ?  (that  is^  to  bring  up  Chrift  again  from  the  dead.) 
But  what  faith  it  ?  The  word  is  nigh  thee^  even  in  tby 
mouthy  and  in  thy  heart:  that  isy  the  word  of  faith 
which  we  preach.  By  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith,  (po- 
ken  of  in  the  6th  verfe,  fome  of  our  beft  interpreters 
do  underftand  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  is  fo 
called,  becaufe  therein  God  brings  near  his  righte- 
oufnefs to  us  3  yea,  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  thedif- 
penfation  of  it,  like  the  bow  in  the  clouds,  points 
to  every  man,  faying.  To  you  is  the  word  of  thisfaU 
vation  fent.     The  covenant  is. indefinite,  no  man's 

name 
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name  Is  mentioned,  no  man's  name  excluded ;  but 
as  it  were  a  blank  left  for  every  man  to  put  in  his 
own  name  by  an  applicatory  faith. 

6.  God's  bow  in  the  cloud's  is  very  extenfive, 
reaching  from  the  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other : 
fo  God's  covenant  of  grace  is  a  large  and  wide  cove- 
nant. Though  all  Adams  pofterity  were  gathered 
together,  there  would  be  room  for  them  within  the 
arches  of  the  rainbow.  God's  covenant  of  grace  is 
a  large  and  wide  covenant ;  there  is  room  in  it  for 
you,  room  for  me,  and  room  for  all  mankind ;  God's 
voice  is  to  every  one  to  take  hold  of  it,  for  every 
one  to  come  within  the  circuit  of  it :  flot  every  one 
that  thirjieth^  come  to  the  waters ;  he  that  hath  no 
meney^  let  him  come.  You  that  have  fpcnt  your  /w^ 
ney  for  that  which  is  not  breads  and  your  labour  for 
that  which  profiteth  not^  ye  are  called  to  take  hold  of 
it,  Ifa.  Iv.  I,  2. 

J.  As  the  rainbow  is  a  fecurity  againft  an  uni- 
vcrfal  deluge,  fo  it  is  a  prognoftic  of  ^  refreftiing 
£hower  of  rain  to  the  thirfty  earth :  fo  this  bow  of 
the  covenant  that  is  furrounding  the  throne  of  grace, 
as  it  fecures  againft  vindidlivc  wrath,  fo  it  progno- 
fiicates,  yea  gives  the  greateft  aflurance  of  the  rain 
of  the  Spirit's  influences.  It  is  an  article  of  the  co- 
venant, /  will  be  as  the  dew  to  IfraeU  and  he  Jhall 
grow  as  the  lilly^  and  caft  forth  bis  roots  like  Leba-- 
non :  1  will  come  to  them  as  the  rain^  as  the  latter 
and  former  rain  upon  the  earth.  As  it  feldom  or  ne- 
ver fails,  that  if  a  man  looks  upon  the  rainbow, 
but  a  (hower  follows  it  in  a  little  time ;  fo  it  never 
fuls,  that  if  a  man  looks  by  faith  to  the  bow  of 
the  covenant,  and  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  it,  but 
fome  refrefhing  rain  of  the  dew  of  heaven  falls  on 
bis  foul.     Eph.  i.  13.  j^ter  that  ye  believed^  ye  were 
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feakd  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife.  John  ii.  40^ 
Said  I  not  unto  thee,  that  iftbou  wouldeft  believe^  tbm 
Jkouldjlfee  the  glory  of  God  f 

8.  The  vifible  and  fcnfible  appearance  of  the  rain- 
bow is  but  of  a  fliort  continuance,  commonly  it  ap- 
pears for  a  little,  and  then  vaniflies ;  (o  the  fenfible 
and  lively  views  that  the  believer  gets  of  the  cove- 
nant of  grace,  in  its  beauty,  order,  freedom,  fulnefs 
and  (lability,  are  commonly  but  of  a  (hort  continu- 
ance ;  it  is  a  rare  hour  and  a  jkort  ftay^  faid  one  of 
the  Antients; 

9.  Although  the  rainbow  difappcar,  and  that  for 
a  long  while  together,  yet  we  do  not  conclude  upon 
that  account,  that  God's  covenant  with  us  is  broken, 
or  that  the  waters  will  return  again  to  deftroy  the 
earth.  No,  the  remembrance  of  the  rainbow  fet  in 
the  clouds,  though  a  man  has  not  feen  it  but  once 
in  his  life ;  I  fay,  the  very  remembrance  of  the  bow 
makes  us  eafy,  and  perfuades  us  that  the  deluge 
ihall  not  rt?turn  again:  So  here,  whenever  God  dif- 
covers  this  bow  of  the  covenant  furrounding  the 
throne  of  grace,  when  he  has  determined  thy  foul 
to  take  hold  of  it,  although  thou  doft  not  fee  it  in 
fuch  a  fenfible  manner  now  as  thou  haft  feen  it  for- 
merly, yet  the  very  remembrance  of  this  covenant 
may  make  thy  foul  eafy  againft  the  fears  of  wrath, 
becaufe  the  veracity  and  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  the 
covenant,  is  the  fame  without  any  variablenefs,  how- 
ever matters  may  be  with  thee,as  to  thy  prefent  fenfc 
and  feelipg.  Thus  you  fee  in  what  refpe<a  God*s 
covenant  is  refembled  to  the  bow  which  he  has  fet  in 
the  clouds. 

Fgr  the  fecond  queftion,  Why  this  bow  is  faid  to 
be  roundabout  the  throne"^  I  anfwer,  i.  This (igni- 
||cs  the  glorious  Majefty  of  a  God  of  Grace  in  Chrift ; 

for^ 
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for,  as  I  told  you;  it  is  reprefented  as  a  canopy  of 
ftate  covering  the  throne,  which  is  a  badge  of  ma- 
jefty.  O  firs,  honour  and  majefty  are  before  the 
face  of  a  God  in  Chrift,  his  throne  of  grace  is  in- 
circled  with  the  glory  of  grace,  grace  lies  fcattercd 
about  the  throne  on  every  hand  j  and  this  (hews 
his  glorious  greatnefs.  2.  The  rainbow  its  being 
fet  round  about  the  throne  of  grace,  perhaps  may 
fignify  this,  that  there  is  accefs  to  the  throne  of 
grace  on  every  hand,  or  from  every  quarter.  What- 
ever part  of  the  covenant  you  look  to,  whatever  ar- 
ticle, whatever  promife  you  caft  your  eye  upon, 
you  will  ftill  find  it  leading  you  diredlly  to  a  throne 
of  grace,  for  grace  to  help  you.  EzeL  xxxvi.  37. 
For  thefe  things  (to  wit,  for  the  bleffings  promifed) 
will  I  be  enquired  of  (at  a  throne  of  grace)  by  the 
boufe  of  Ifrael^  that  I  may  do  it  for  them.  3.  The 
throne  of  grace  is  faid  to  be  furrounded  with  the 
rainbow^  to  (hew  the  ftability  of  every  promife,  or 
of  every  adt  of  grace,  that  is  iffued  out  from  a 
throne  of  grace :  every  part  of  the  covenant  is  fore; 
every  promife  of  it  is  more  firm  than  the  pillars  cf 
heaven,  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  is  in  every  promife; 
and  therefore  one  jot  or  tittle  of  it  cannot  fall  to  the 
ground,  4.  It  is  faid  to  go  about  the  throne,  to 
fhew  the  connexion  that  there  is  among  all  the  parts 
of  the  covenant.  As  every  part  of  a  circle  leads  to 
another  part  of  it,  fo  the  covenant  of  grace  connedls 
one  bleffing  with  another,  one  bleffing  draws  an^ 
other  after  it ;  cfi^eftual  calling  brings  juftification, 
juftification  brings  adoption,  fanftification,  perfeve- 
rance,  and  increafe  of  grace,  and  grace  brings  glo- 
ry with  it  hereafter :  As  when  you  take  hold  of  the 
Icaft  link  of  a  chain  you  bring  the  whole  chaia 
with  you  J  fo  h?rc,  if  you  have  oi\e  VA^^\tv^  ^jcwl 
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have  all  ^  if  you  receive  Chrift,  you  have  all  in  him, 
he  brings  all  along  with  him. 

5.  The  rainbow  about  the  throne  may  iignify, 
that  there  is  no  accefs  to .  a  throne  of  grace,  no 
ground  for  faith  to  (land  upon  in  its  approaches  to 
the  throne,  but  only  by  virtue  of  the  covenant, 
and  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  engaged  therein.  It  is 
folly  for  people  to  think  of  coming  to  a  throne  of 
grace,  for  grace  and  mercy,  wiulediey  overlook  and 
negleft  God's  covenant,  and  his  veracity  pledged 
therein.  • 

A  third  queftion  was.  Why  this  bow  of  the  woe^ 
fiant  is  faid  to  be  in  colour  Uke  an  emerald?  I  (hall 
not  flay  on  this ;  only  in  one  word,  I  think  that  it 
points  at  the  perpetuity  of  the  covenant^  it  is  always 
the  fame,  like  an  ever-green,  it  never  withers  or  de- 
cays. O  firs !  this  world  is  withering,  it  is  waxing 
eld  as  a  garmenty  the  fafhion  of  it  is  pacing  away ; 
you  yourfelves  arc  withering,  your  beauty,  ftrength, 
ilature,  and  other  excellencies,  are  fading  ]i\itz,motbi 
your  frame,  perhaps,  will  wither  in  a  little,  how- 
ever agreeable  it  may  be ;  though  you  were  upon 
mount  T^abor^  beholding  Chrifl  in  his  ghry^  yet  that 
will  not  lafl ;  in  a  little  your  profperous  ftate,  and 
your  mountain  that  feems  to  ftand  firm,  may  be 
ihaken  through  the  hidings  of  the  Lord's  counte- 
nance. But  here  is  what  may  be  relief  under  all ; 
God*s  covenant  is  in  colour  like  an  emerald^  continu- 
ally green,  without  any  decay.  I  think  it  very  re- 
markable, that  when  God  is  fending  Mofes  to  the 
children  of  Ifrael^  in  order  to  bring  them  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt ^  he  puts  him  in  mind  of  the  covenant 
that  God  made  with  jibraham^  in  which  he  faid, 
that  he  would  bring  them  out  of  Egypt.  Well, 
what  way  does  God  take  to  confirm  the  faith  of  Mh 
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Jes^  and  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  concerning  hi^ 
faithfulnefs?  He  bids  tell  the  children  oi  Ifrael j  I 
AMbathfent  me\  as  if  he  had  faid,  do  not  think  that 
I  have  forgotten  my  covenant  and  promifc  to  Abra-^ 
ham.  No,  /  JIM  WHAT  I  AM:  I  am  the  fame 
this  day  that  I  was  four  hundred  years  ago,  when  I 
(poke  to  Abraham  upon  this  head,  and  my  promife 
18  as  fre(h  with  me,  as  it  was  that  day  I  made  it,  Heb. 
X.  23.  There,  fays  the  apoftle,  faithful  is  he  who 
bath  promifed.  So  it  reads  in  our  tranilation  \  but  in 
the  original  Greeks  the  words  may  be  read,  faithful 
is  be  who  is  promifing.  We  are  not  to  look  upon 
God's  covenant  and  promife  as  a  thing*  that  is  pad  and 
out  of  date  3  no,  he  is  a  promiiing  God  tq  us^  as 
much  as  when  the  promife  firft  pa(t  out  of  his  blef- 
fed  lips:  It  is  an  ever-green,  ;/  is, in  colour  like  an 
emerald  I  he  is  ever  mindful  of  his  covenant ; .  and  as 
jufiice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne^  fo 
his  mercy y  wrapt  up  in  a  word  of  truths  is  ftill  going 
before  bis  face.  This  much  for  the  third  thing  in 
the  method. 

The  fourth  thing  in  the  method  was  to  enquire  a 
little  into  tho  faith  and  trufi^  which  the  confideration 
of  all  this  fhould  beget  in  us  3  and  for  clearing  of  i^ 
I  {hall  go  no  further  than  the  reprefentation  made  in 
the  text.  What  do  you  think  when  the  rainbow 
appears  in  the  heavens  ?  the  fame  you  are  to  do  with 
relation  to  the  bow  in  the  covenant^  and  the  faithful-^ 
oefs  of  God  engaged  in  it. 

I.  When  the  bow  appears  in  the  heavens,  you 
behold  it,  you  look  upon  it  with  your  eyes,  for  it 
is  a  beautiful  appearance ;  you  confider  and  enquire 
for  what  end  there  is  fuch  an  appearance  in  the  hea- 
vens. Now  the  fame  you  are  to  do  with  God's  co^ 
venant  of  gr^Q^^  the  bow  that  he  hath  fet  in  the  hea« 
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ven  of  his  church,  about  his  throne  of  grace  which 
he  has  reared  up.  It  is  abfolutely  impoiiu^ie  that  ever 
you  can  reap  any  benefit  by.  God's  covenant^  unlefs 
you  behold  it,  confider  it,  and  ftudy  to  know  and 
underftand  it;  there  muft  be  an  uptaking  of  the  fe-* 
crets  of  the  covenant.  And  this  is  the  firft  thing  that 
ever  God  does,  when  he  is  to  bring  the  foul  within 
the  bond  of  his  covenant^  he  enlightens  the  mind 
with  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  the  great  covenant 
head:  He  makes  the  man  to  think  upon  and  con- 
fider the  fulnefs,  freedom,  the  comely  order  and  fta- 
bility  of  the  covenant ,  as  a  covenant  of  grace  and  peace^ 
having  all  our  falvation  wrapt  up  in  it. 

2.  When  a  man  fees  the  rainbow  in  the  heaven, 
and  knows  that  it  is  a  token  of  God's  covenant  with 
mankind,  that  the  waters  ihali  not  return  to  deftroy 
the  earth,  he  affents  to  the  truth  of  the  covenant^  or 
promife  of  God,  he  believes  that  it  is  true,  that  God 
made  fuch  a  promife,  and  that  God  who  promifed 
fuch  a  thing  will  not  break  his  word,  but  that  he 
will  make  it  good :  So  here  when  you  fee  the  bow  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  veracity  of  God  pledg- 
ed therein  5  when  you  fee  it  fealed  with  the  oath  of 
God,  and  the  blood  of  his  eternal  Son,  your  duty  is 
to  affent  to  the  truth  of  God  pledged  in  the  covenant ^ 
becaufe  he  has  faithfulnefs  for  the  girdle  of  bis  loins, 
and  truth  for  the  girdle  of  bis  reins :  O,  will  the  foul 
fay,  "  I  fee  every  promife  of  God  to  be  true,  it  is  im- 
'*  poflible  for  him  to  lie;  and  therefore  I  fet  to  my 
«*  feal  that  he  is  true." 

3.  When  a  man  fees  the  bow  in  the  cloud,  he 
concludes  that  he  himfelf  in  particular  is  fafe  from 
the  waters  of  the  fea,  that  they  (hall  not  overflow 
him;  he  refts  upon  the  veracity  of  the  promifer; 
and  fo  makes  himfelf  eafy  againft  the  fears  of  a 
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fecond  deluge :  So  here  when  we  fee  God's  covenant 
like  a  bow  furrounding  the  throne,  we  fhould  reft 
with  aflured  confidence  upon  it  as  a  good  fecurity 
agamft  wrath,  a  good  fecurity  for  our  everlafting 
happinefs,  for  peace,  pardon,  grace  and  glory.  The 
covenant  is  God's  charter  for  eternal  life,  and  the  foul 
accordingly  takes  it,  and  (ays,  "  This  is  all  my  faU 
*'  vation,  that  he  has  made  with  me  in  Chrifl:  an 
•^  everlafting  covenant^  and  in  this  will  I  be  confi- 
'^  dent :  Indeed  if  God  can  break  his  covenant^  I  am 
*'  undone,  I  will  fink  in  the  mighty  waters  of  his 
•*  wrath.     But  God's  covenant  cannot  be  broken :  It 
"  ftands  faft  for  ever ;  the  mountains  (hall  depart, 
•*  and  the  hills  be  removed,  but  the  covenant  of  his 
**  peace  fliall  never  be  removed ;  and  therefore  I  am 
•*  fure,  God  will  not  betray  me,  his  covenant  will  not 
^  deceive  me :"   And  all  this  is  jufl  what  is  called  a 
taking  bold  ofGoSs  covenant^  Ifa.  Ivi.  4. 

TYiC  fifth  thing  propofed  is  the  ufe  of  this  doftrine. 
All  the  ufe  I  make  of  it  at  this  time  is  in  thefe  few 
Inferences.  Is  it  fo  that  God's  covenant  of  grace  and 
hisiaithfulnefs  engaged  therein  is  like  a  rainhowhr- 
rounding  the  throne,  for  our  encouragement  to  truft 
in  him?     Then, 

1.  See  hence  the  amazing  glory  and  beauty  of  the 
throne  of  grace^  to  which  we  are  invited  and  called 
to  come.  Every  thing  in  and  about  this  throne  has 
glory,  beauty  and  majefty  in  it ;  he  that  fits  on  it  is 
like  the  Sardine  and  Jafper  ftone^^  they  that  be- 
hold him,  or  who  are  about  the  throne,  are  fo 
dazzled  with  his  glory,  that  they  cry  day  and  night, 
Hofy^  Hofy^  Holy  is  the  Lord  God  Almighty^  which 
"was  and  is  and  is  to  come^  Rev.  iv.  8.  they  worftiip 
]ttm»  and  caft  their  crowns  down  before  his  throne. 
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faying,  Tbou  art  worthy  to  receive  ghry^  Aonaur  and 
power -y  for  thou  baft  created  all  things^  and  for  thj 
fleafure  they  are  and  were  created.  O  how  maje(Uck 
is  the  appearance  of  a  God  in  Chrift !  how  majeftick 
is  his  throne,  high  and  lifted  up !  how  majeftick  is 
his  retinue  filling  the  wide  temple  of  heaven  and 
earth. 

2.  See  hence  the  ground  that  the  aflurance  of 
faith  goes  upon  in  drawing  near  to  a  throne  of  grace. 
Why,  it  goes  upon  the  ground  of  the  divine  veracity 
pledged  in  a  covenant  of  grace ;  it  fees  this  bow  about 
the  throne,  and  this  gives  the  man  courage  and  con- 
fidence ;  Abraham's  faith  builded  its  aflurance  here. 
Rom.  iv.  20.  He  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  through 
unbeliefs  being  fully  perfuaded  that  what  he  badpror 
mifed  he  was  able  to  perform.  If  you  were  putting 
up  that  petition,  firs,  to  God  that  he  would  hem 
in  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  and  bind  up  the  foun- 
tains of  the  great  deep,  that  the  waters  might  not 
return  to  overflow  the  earth,  I  am  perfuaded  that 
you  would  afk  it  with  a  fiill  afTurance  of  faith  nothing 
doubting  his  veracity  in  granting  you  that  petition, 
becaufe  God  has  promifed  that  the  waters  (hall  no 
more  return  to  deftroy  the  earth ;  and  he  has  fet  his 
bow  in  the  cloud  as  a  token  of  his  veracity  in  that 
matter?  Well,  lam  fure  you  have  as  firm  a  ground 
to  build  your  faith  upon,  when  you  draw  near  to  a 
throne  of  grace,  to  afk  of  him  things  agreeable  » 
his  will,  things  promifed  in  the  covenant  of  grace, 
peaccy  pardon^  and  fahation  thro'  a  redeemer,  you 
have  the  veracity  of  the  fame  God  pledged,  not  only 
his  veracity  but  his  power,  his  holinefs  and  other 
pcrfedlions;  yea,  firs,  God's  rw^;^/?/// of  grace  that 
is  made  with  us  in  Chrifl  is  more  firm  than  God's 
covenant  with  Noah^   for,  as  you  have  heard,  this 
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cwetumt  of  grace  is  attefted  by  the  three  that  bear 
record  in  heaven,  it  is  fealed  with  the  oath  and  blood 
of  God,  and  regifter'd  in  the  voluntie  of  his  book; 
and  therefore  at  any  time  when  you  go  to  a  throne 
of  grace  for  any  mercy,  keep  your  eye  upon  the 
bow  of  the  c(yoenant^  and  the  faithfulnefs  of  God 
pledged  therein,  that  fo  you  may  hope  and  truft  and 
believe  without  ftaggering. 

3.  Sec  hence  the  way  how  to  be  fupported  and 
relieved  under  all  preffures  of  trouble  of  whatever 
kind,  whether  from  without  or  from  within.     My 
friends,  you  have  been  at  a  communion-table,  and' 
I  hope  you  have  been  upon  the  mount  wich  God 
feeding  upon  fat  things  full  of  marrow ;   now  we 
are  about  to  part,  we  are  going  out  again  to  ^the 
wide  world,  and  God  knows  what  deep  feas,  what 
tempeftuons  waves  and  Jlorms  from  earth  and  hell 
may  be  abiding  us :  Well,  whatever  may  befal  you/ 
[  give  you  this  advice,  to  keep  your  eyes  always 
jpon  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant  about  the  throne^ 
3f  which  you  have  been  getting  a  fenfible  feal  in 
he  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,    efpecially  in 
he  cafes  following,  and  you  (hall  find  wonderful 
•clicf  and  fupport,  as  David  did  to  his  experience. 
?fal.  xxvii.  13.  I  had  fainted^  unlefs  I  had  believed 
0  fee  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the 
iving. 

I.  Then  perhaps,  poor  believer,  a  ftorm  of  vin-^ 
li^ve  wrath  in  appearance  may  blow  from  heaven, 
vhich  >vill  ftartle  thy  confcience  to  that  degree, 
hat  thou  (halt  be  made  to  cry,  through  a  fenle  of 
;uilt,  and  the  impreflions  of  God's  anger  on  thy 
3ul,  The  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me^  the 
oifon  thereof  drinketh  up  my  Jpirits^  the  terrors  of 
fodfet  tbemjehes  in  array  againft  me.    WcU^  vC  tfea^ 
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happen  to  be  thy  cafe,  as  I  know  not  but  it  may, 
look  to  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant  about  the  throne, 
and  there  you  fhall  fee  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  en- 
gaged, that  vindictive  wrrath  fhall  never  touch  thee. 
Read  for  this,  Ifa.Xw.  7,  8,  9,  10.  There  you  fee 
the  oath  of  God  is  paft,that  the  deluge  of  vindidlve 
anger  (hall  no  more  return  to  deftroy  thee>  and  what 
more  wouldfl  thou  have?  will  unbelief  dare  to  charge 
God  with  perjury  ? 

2.  Perhaps,  believer,  a  ftorm  of  trouble  from  the 
world  may  blow  upon  thee,  times  of  public  cala- 
mity may  come,  days  of  perfecution  for  righteouf- 
nefs  fake,  or  if  that  fail,  a  ilorm  of  perfonal  trial  may 
be  abiding  thee  j  trouble  in  thy  name,  in  thy  eftate, 
in  thy  family  or  relations ;  the  ftorm  may  blow  fo 
hard  as  to  fweep  away  all  that  is  dear  to  thee  in  a 
world.  Well,  fay  you,  what  (hall  I  do  in  that  cafe? 
Why,  my  advice  to  you  is  to  caft  the  eye  of  faith 
upon  the  bow  of  the  corcenant  \  and  there  thou  (halt 
find  what  will  chear  and  keep  up  thy  heart;  there 
thou  (halt  find  thy  covenanted  God  in  Chrift  pro- 
mifeth  his  fympathy  in  all  thy  troubles,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  9. 
In  all  their  affliSiions  be  is  affliSied.  Pfal.  ciii.  1 3.  As 
a  father  pitieth  his  children,  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them 
that  fear  him.  There  you  fliall  find  him  engaged  to 
go  thro'  the  fire  and  water  with  thee.  Ifa.  xliii.  2. 
When  thou  paffefi  through  the  waters  I  will  be  with  tbtt. 
There  you  will  find  him  engaging  himfelf  by  covenant 
to  carry  thy  head  above.  Ifa.  xli.  i  o.  Fear  not,  for  1 
am  with  thee:  I  will  help  thee,  I  will  uphold  thee  with 
the  right  hand  of  my  righteoufnefs.  There  thou  (halt 
find  him  engag'd  to  bring  thee  fafely  thro*  all  thy  trou- 
bles: Many  are  the  affliliions  of  the  righteous,  but  the 
Lord  f  Jail  deliver  him  out  of  them  all.  /Thou  (halt  find 

that 
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t^at  /by  light  affU^ms  which  are  but  far  a  moment^ 
Jball  work  for  tt>ee  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory. 

3.  Perhaps  a  ftorm  from  hell  may  be  abiding 
tfiec,  princtpalitiei  and  powers  and  the  rulers  of  the 
darhnejl  of  this  world i  the  armed  legions  of  the  bot- 
tonilefs  pit,  like  the  bulk  of  Bajhany  may  ere  long 
bo  puihing  at  thee.  WeU,  in  this  cafe  look  to  thd 
throne  of  grace,  and  to  the  bow  of  the  covenant 
that  furrounds  it,  and  thou  fhalt  find  what  may^ 
find  will  relieve  thee  5  yoa  will  find  that  Chrift  has, 
according  to  the  firft  article  of  the  covenant,  bruifed 
the  head  of  that  Jerpent^  Jpoiled  principalities  and 
fewer s^  triumphed  on)er  them,  and  made  ajkow  ofthem^ 

rfy  on  his  crofs :  he  has  dejiroyed  deaths  and  him^ 
had  the  power  of  death.  There  thou  wilt  find 
him  engaged  to  ftaiid  by  thee,  as  thy  leader  and 
comaiander,  to  make  thee  tread  Satan  under  thy  feet 
fhortly :  And  by  faith  a€ted  upon  this  covenant,  thoa 
art  anured  of  the  vi&ory  ;  yea,  that  thou  art  a  con- 
queror, and  more  than  a  conqueror,  through  him  that 
hoed  thee. 

4.  Perhaps,  believer^  thou  may  in  a  little  time  find 
the  ftrong  man  of  indwelling  fn,  like  Sampfon  after  hfs 
locks  were  cut,  recover  ftrength,  and  begin  to  rage 
in  thy  foul,  infomuch  that  thou  (halt  be  made 
to.  cry  with  the  apofUe,  Wretched  man  that  I  am, 
who  fhall  deli^uer  me!  Well,  in  that  cafe  look  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  and  the  bow  of  the  covenant,  and 
thou  (halt  find  God  engaging  himfelf  to  give  grace 
4ind  mercy  to  heb  thee  in  this  time  of  need.  Kom. 
vi.  14*  He  has  jaid^  fin  fhall  not  have  dominion  over 
.you.   Mfcah  vii.   19.  /  wijl  fubdue  their  iniquities. 

Ezek.  xxxvi,  25.    From  all  their  idols,  and  jrom 

all  their  filtbinefs  will  1  cleanfe  them.    lia.  lix.  19. 
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IfT^en  the  enemy  (kail  come  in  like  a  Jhod^  the  J^rit  (f 

the  Lord  fkall  lift  up  ajiandard  againji  him. 

5.  Perhaps  in  a  liitle  time  Satan  and  corrupdon  to- 
gether may  give  thee  a  trip^  and  lay  thee  on  thy  back, 
and  as  it  were  tread  thee  in  a  mire^  fb  that  thy 
own  cloaths  (hall  abhor  thee ;  and  what  (hall  be 
done  in  that  cafe  ?  Well,  even  in  that  cafe  look  up 
to  the  throne,  and  behold  the  exalted  prince  that 
gives  repentance  and  remiflion  of  fin,  that  be  may 
lift  thee  up  again,  and  by  the  blood  of  his  covenant 
bring  thee  out  of  the  pit  wherein  there  is  no  'water. 
Take  a  view  of  the  bow  of  the  covenant,  and  thou 
wilt  find  written  upon  the  arch  of  this  bow,  That 
though  thou  haji  lien  among  the  potSj  he  will  make  thee 
like  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  fihoer^  and  her 
feathers  with  yellow  gold.  Liften  to  his  voice  that 
fits  upon  the  throne,  and  thou  wilt  hear  him  fiiymg, 
though  thou  baft  played  the  harlot  with  many  lovers^  yet 
return  again  to  me^  faith  the  Lord. 

6.  Perhaps  a  black  and  melancholy  night  of  de- 
fcrtion  may  overtake  thee  in  thy  way ;  God  may 
hide,  and  thou  be  brought  to  cry  with  the  churd^ 
T^be  Lord  hath  forfaken^  and  my  God  hath  forgotten. 
Well,  though  thou  walk  in  darknefs^  and  fee  no  ligbt^ 
yet  truji  in  the  name  of  the  Lord^  flay  tbyfelf  upw 
him  by  virtue  of  the  covenant  as  tin  God;  for  here 
he  is  engaged,  that  he  will  be  thy  God  far  ever^ 
that  he  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee  as  to 
his  real  prefence ;  and  that  though  weeping  may  endure 
for  a  nighty  yet  joy  cometh  in  the  morning  :  For  a 

little  moment  have  I  forfaken  thee^  but  with  great 
mercies  will  I  gather  thee.  Jbt  a  little  wrath  I  bid 
my  face  from  thee  ^  for  a  moment^  but  with  ewrk^ing 
kindnefs  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee^  faith  the  L^d  tbf 
redeemer. 

J.  Perhaps 
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7.  Perhaps  you  may  fall  under  the  melancholy 
fears  and  apprehenfions,  that  thou  (halt  be  fo  left 
of  God,  as  to  prove  an  apofiate  in  the  end.  Well, 
look  up  to  the  bow  of  the  covenant  about  the 
throne,  and  thou  wilt  find  fecurity  againft  that 
al£>.  Phil.  i.  6.  He  that  hath  begun  the  good  work 
in  thee  will  perform  it  until  the  day  of  Cbriji.  The 
righteous  fiall  hold  on  his  way^  and  be  that  hath  clean 
bands  Jhall  wax  ftronger  andfironger.  Grace  and  glo- 
ry are  connedled  by  the  covenant  fo  infeparably,  that 
they  can  never  be  divorced,  i^.  Ixxxiv.  11.  T^be 
Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory. 

8.  Perhaps  you  may  in  a  little  timQ  fall  under  a 
melancholy  deadnefs  and  indifpofition  of  heart;  the 
fpices  of  the  garden^  that  feem  now  to  be  fending  out 
their  fmelly  may  wither,  and  thou  may  be  crying, 
1  am  a  dry  tree :  Well,  in  that  cafe  look  up  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  and  thy  glorious  head  fitting  on 
the  throne ;  and  thou  wilt  fee  thy  life  in  him  :  Our 
life  is  hid  with  Chrijl  in  God ;  becaufe  I  Hve,  ye  Jhall 
hve  alfo ;  after  two  dajfs  he  will  revive  us^  and  in  the 
third  day  we  Jhall  live  in  hisfght.  I  will  be  as  the 
dew  to  prael^  and  they  Jhall  revive  as  the  corn.  Hof 
vi,  and  xiv.  Chapters. 

9*  Perhaps  the  terrors  of  death  may  (hortly  take 
hold  on  thee,  poor  believer  ;  the  dark  curtains  of 
the  grave,  and  the  (hadows  of  the  land  of  forget- 
fulnets,  may  begin  to  ftretch  themfelves  ujpon  thee : 
O!  what  (hall  be  done  in  that  cafe  ?  I  anlwer,  even 
in  that  cafe,  look  up  and  take  hold  of  the  bow  of 
the  covenant  furrounding  the  throne ;  as  David  did 
when  his  latter  end  was  approaching.  Tho'  my  houfe 
he  net  Jo  with  God-,  yet  he  hath  made  with  me  an  ever^ 
la/Hng  covenant y  ordered  in  all  things  ^  and  fur e:  And 
this  is  all  my  fahation  and  all  my  defire.    The  fame 
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holy  man,  PfaL  xxiii.  viewing  the  covenant^   and 
God  engaged  to  be  with  him  in  death,  cries  out, 
ver.  4.    Tea,  tbcugh  I  walk  through  the  vaUey  of  the 
Jhadow  of  death,  yet  I  will  fear  no  evil :  Por  thou 
art  with  me,  thy  rod  andjiaffJIoaU  comfort  me  :  Sec  a 
fvveet  promife  of  the  covenant  to  this  purpofe,  Bf 
xiii.  14.   /  will  ranfom  them  from  the  power  of  the 
grave:    I  will  redeem  them  from  death:    O  death,  1 
will  be  thy  plague ;  O  grave,  I  will  be  thy  defiruBion. 
But  after  all  you  may  perhaps  fay,  thefe  things 
may  yield  excellent  fupport  and  relief  to  the  bo-, 
liever  that  has  taken  hold  of  God's  covenant ;  and 
got  within  the  arches  of  the  bow  j  but  I  fear  I 
am  none  of  thefe.     An  anfwerto  this  leads  me  to 
the  lad  ufe  of  the  dodlrine  3  which  I  do  not  dclign 
to  enlarge  upon  at  prefent :   Only  let  me  exhort 
and  call  all  hearing  me,  whether  believers  or  un- 
believers,  to  put  this  matter  cut  of  doubt,  pre- 
fently  without  delay,  by  taking  hold  of  God's  co- 
venant, here  reprelcntcd  by  the  r^nbow  furround- 
ing  the  throne  in  colour  like  an  emerald.  Sirs,  you 
cannot  lay  hold  on  the  natural  rainbow  with  th6 
hands  of  your  body ;  but  when  you  fee  it,  you  may 
lay  hold  9n  God's  covenant  with  Noah  by  an  a£t  of 
trufl,  or  believing,  that  God,  according  to  that  co- 
venant will  deliver  you  from  a  deluge  of  water : 
Well,  do  the  fame  in  the  prefent  cafe  ;  take  hold  of 
God's  covenant  of  grace,  and  his  faithfulnefs  therein 
engaged  through  Chrift  for  your  deliverance  arid  free- 
dom from  the  deluge  of  eternal  wrath,  which  threa- 
tens to  fwallow  you  up  for  ever  and  ever.    But  I  go 
.  no  further  at  prefent. 
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SERMON     II. 

At  y^bernethiey   Saturday  and  Sabbath 
July  5th  and  6th  1728. 

Rev.  iv.  3, 

^^^And  there  was  a  rainbow  round  about  the  throne^ 
injigbt  like  unto  an  emeraid. 

I  Proceed  to  the  laft  ufe  which  I  defigned  to 
make  of  the  do&rine^  viz.  in  a  way  of  exhor- 
tation. Is  it  fo  that  the  covenant  of  grace  and 
the  faithfulnefs  of  God  engaged  therein  is  like  a 
rmnbow  round  about  the  throne  in  cohur  like  an  eme-^ 
raldf  Then  my  exhortation  to  all  hearing  me,  is 
to  anfwer  the  defign,  and  improve  this  manifefta-* 
tioQ  and  difpl^y  of  the  grace  of  God :  Why  has 
ke  fet  tbe  rainbow  of  his  covenant  round  about  his 
dirooe?  Is  it  not  to  encourage  finners,  who  are 
far  off,  to  come  and  enter  in  within  God's  covenant. 
Mid  take  hold  of  his  faithfulnefs  pledged  therein, 
liiat  they  may  obtain  grace  and  find  mercy  at  a  throne 
of  grace  to  help  them  in  time  of  needf  Sirs,  when 
you  fee  the  bow  in  the  clouds,  you  remember  God's 
covenant  with  Noah^  and  believe  that  you  are  fafe 
againft  a  fecond  deluge  of  water,  not  for  any  good 
deed  done  by  you  to  deferve  fuch  a  thing,  but  be-' 
cattfe  of  the  veracity  of  God  pledged  in  his  cove- 
nant with  Noah:  So  when  you  fee  the  bow  of  the 
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covenant  about  a  throne  of  grace,  improve  it  as  t 
fecurity  againft  the  deluge  of  wrratb,  v^hich  was 
flopped  and  recalled  upon  the  fatisfa^ftion  and  death  of 
Chrift :  Improve  it,  I  fay,  for  this  and  all  the  other 
bleffings  that  lie  wrapt  up  in  the  large  bofom' 
thereof. 

But  that  I  may  fet  this  exhortation  in  a  clearer 
light,  I  {hall  endeavour  through  divine  afliftance, 
1 .  To  (hew  what  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  is  a  fign  of.  2.  Shew  what  it  is  to  improve 
this  rainbow  of  the  covenant.  3.  What  are  thcfc 
bleflings  or  privileges  that  lie  within  the  circle  of 
this  rainbow,  and  of  which  the  foul  comes  to  be  pof- 
feiled  either  in  part  or  in  whole,  that  moment  that 
it  takes  hold  01  God's  covenant.  4.  Who  they  are 
that  may  warrantabfy  come  within  the  compafs  of 
this  rainbow.  5.  Roll  away  fome  impediments  or 
fhimbling  flones  that  lie  in  the  way  of  the  finner, 
and  which  have  a  fatal  influence  to  difcourage 
them  from  taking  the  benefit  of  the  rainbow  of  the 
covenant  which  is  about  the  throne.  6.  Ofler  a 
few  advices,  in  order  to  your  improving  the  nun-* 
bow  of  the  promife  or  covenant,  for  your  (jEifety 
againfl  the  deluge  of  wrath  that  threatens  you  up* 
on  the  account  of  fin. 

The  frft  thing  propofed  is  to  enquire  what  this 
rainbow  of  the  covenant  is  a  fign  of?  You  luow 
the  rainbow  in  the  viiable  heavens  is  a  fign  of  fome- 
thing ;  and  fo  is  this  fpiritual  rainbow  of  the  cove- 
nant.    As, 

I.  It  is  a  fign  that  thefirfl  covenant  is  br^ken^ 
and  that  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  upon 
the  earth ;  for  which  caufe  the  fountains  of  the 
great  deep  of  God's  wrath  were  opened  like  a  mighty 
lea.  fwccoing  a:A  ^rtlani^  Utwi^  v^  0\^  bottomle^ 
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pit.  When  we  fee  the  bow  in  the  heavens,  We  re* 
tnember  the  flood  of  Noah^  which  was  fent'  to  take 
vengeance  upon  the  old  world  for  their  fin  3  fo 
when  we  view  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant,  we 
ihould  remember  the  flood  of  divine  wrath  and  ven« 
geance,  that  is  broken  out  againft  the  whole  fami* 
ly  and  race  of  mankind.  O  firs,  the  broad  flying 
roll  of  the  curfe  of  God  is  gone  forth  over  the  face 
of  the  whole  earth,  becaufe  of  the  fin  of  man« 
Gal.  iii  10.  Curfed  is  every  one  that  coTttinuetb  not  in 
all  things^  written  in  the  book  of  the  law^  to  do  them. 
Remember  this  when  you  fee  the  bow  of  the  covenant 
of  grace  round  about  the  throne  of  grace. 

2.  This  rainbow  of  the  covenant  is  a  fign  that  a 
ranfbm  is  found  out,  and  that  the  facrifice  of  our 
great  Noah  is  accepted ;  that  God  has  fmelled  a 
fwet  favour  in  the  death  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl-. 
You  know  the  rainbow  was  fet  up  in  the  heavens, 
after  God  had  accepted  of  Noab\  facrifice ;  and 
when  we  fee  God's  bow  in  the  clouds,  we  remem- 
ber this :  fo,  when  we  look  upon  a  covenant  of 
erace,  we  ought  to  remember  the  death  and  fatis- 
fiidUon  of  Jefus,  as  the  very  ground  and  foundation 
of  God's  dealing  with  finners  in  a  way  of  grace. 
When  we  behold  the  covenant,  we  (hould  behold 
the  blood  of  the  covenant,  behold  the  red  dreams 
of  this  rainbown,  Zecb.  ix.  11.  By  the  blood  of  thy 
covenant  y  I  have  fent  forth  thy  prtfoners  out  of  the 
fit^  wherein  there  was  no  water.  I  have  read  that 
kk  Holland^  where  moft  of  their  country  is  taken  oflF 
the  fea  by  flrong  dykes,  if  the  fea,  at  any  time  hap« 
pen  to  make  a  breach,  whereby  the  country  is  in 
danger  of  being  laid  under  water,  any  man  that  ob* 
ferves  the  breach,  is  by  the  law  of  the  country  or^ 
dered  to  ftop  the  breach,  if  pofible  thou^it  ^t:i^ 
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with  his  moft  valuable  packs  of  goods,  and  he  baa 
reparation  from  the  community.  O  firs !  fin  has 
made  a  breach  fbr  the  inundation  of  God's  wrath 
to  break  in  upon  the  whole  race  oli  Adam^  and  th« 
breach  was  fo  wide,  and  the  current  of  wrath  fo 
rapid  and  fbongi  that  it  wooid  have  rwalk>wed  op 
and  fwept  away  the  whole  creation  of  angels  and 
men,  if  they  had  been  caft  in  to  (lop  it.  The  glo- 
riousSon  of  God,  perceiving  that  nothing  elife  wouM 
do  it,  cafl:  his  own  body  into  the  breach  ;  be  re^ 
deemed  us  fnm  the  curfe  of  the  /dw,  being  made  a 
€urfe  for  us.  Let  us  remember  this  when  we  re- 
member the  bow  about  the  throne. 

3.  The  bow  of  the  covenant  as  it  is  fet  up  in 
the  heavens  of  the  vifible  church,  is  a  fign  diat 
the  deluge  of  God's  wrath  is  recalled,  and  that 
Cod  is  a  God  of  peace  towards  finners,  through 
the  attoning  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Sirs,  I  bring  you 
glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  the  waters  of  the  deluga 
of  God's  wrath  are  fo  far  abated  and  fallen,  that 
the  olive-branch  is  brought  forth  to  your  view  by 
God's  miniftcrs.  We  preach  the  gofpel  of  peace, 
and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things  to  you  ;  we 
tell  you  in  the  name  of  God  that  he  is  fo  well 
pleafed  with  the  ranfom  that  he  has  found,  that  he 
declares  fury  is  not  in  him ;  that  tho'  he  was  angry, 
his  anger  is  now  turned  away ;  and  if  you  will  not 
believe  his  word,  take  his  oath  for  it,  in  which  he 
has  pledged  his  very  life,  Ezei.  xx^iii.  tj.  As  I  live, 
fays  the  Lord,  J  han^e  no  pleafiire  in  the  death  of  the 
Hirifked,  but  rather  that  he  turn  from  his  evil  ways^ 
and  five. 

4.  The  rainbow  in  the  clouds  is  a  fign  of  Gbd's 
faithful  promife,  that  no  man  /hall  be  mined  by 
^  uni^ierilkl  deilage.    Indeed^  if  a  maf\  will  ibftd 
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within  the  fea-mark  till  the  waters  of  the  fea  over* 
flow  him»  there  is  no  hdp  for  that;  God's  faith- 
fulnefs  in  his  covenant  with  Noab  (lands  firm,  tho* 
the  man  peri(h :  fo  here  the  rainbow  aboiU  the  tbrme 
^  grace,  is  a  fign  of  God's  faithfulnefs  in  a  word 
ef  promife,  that  no  man  fhall  periAi  who  will  take 
the  advantage  of  the  dry  land  that  (lands  before 
him  in  the  gofpeh  Indeed,  if  a  man  will  by  un- 
belief, dand  (lili  within  the  fea-mark  of  God's 
wrath  till  he  peri(h>  there  is  no  help  for  that;  but 
the  £iithfulnefs  of  God^  in  the  covenant  of  grace 
ftands  firm,  and  (hall  not  be  made  of  none  efied, 
through  his  folly  :  But  I  fay,  whofoever  believeth 
or  taketh  hold  of  the  faithfulnefs  of  God,  pledged 
in  his  covenant,  (hall  not  periQi,  but  have  everlading 
life ;  the  deluge  of  wrath  (hall  never  touch  him. 
Thus  much  for  the  firft  thing,  namely.  What  this 
rainbow  about  the  throne,  in  colour  like  an  erne- 
raid,  is  a  fign  of? 

The  fecond  thing  was  to  enquire,  Wliat  it  is  to 
improve  this  rainbow  of  the  covenant?  I  anfwer, 
as  it  is  well  exprefifed  in  our  Confejfion  of  Faiib^ 
chap.  xiv.  fed:.  2.  at  tlie  clofe,  **  It  is  to  believe 
^'  in  Chrid,  or  to  accept,  receive,  and  red  upon 
^'  him  alone  for  judification,  fan&ificatbn,  and 
**  eternal  life,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of  grace.'' 
This  is  a  very  material  earpreffion,  and  I  fear  little 
obferved  by  the  generality  of  people  ;  a  reding  up- 
on C3irid  by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  At 
we  red  upon  a  man  by  virtue  of  his  word  or  pro^ 
mife,  fo  we  red  upon  Chrid  by  virtue  of  the  cove- 
nant  and  the  promi(e8  thereof.  It  is  ob(ervable  here 
ill  the  text,  that  the  rainbow  is  round  about  the 
t^one,  and  him  that  fits  on  it ;  ib  that  there  conld. 
Ik  no  coming  to  the  throne,  or  Chrid  fittm^mw  iil^ 
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without  coming  within  the  rainbow ;   fo  there  is 
no  coming  to  Chrift,  no  true  believing  in  him,  but 
by  virtue  of  his  word  of  grace,  and  promifc  in  a 
covenant  of  grace.   And  this  is  one  main  difference 
between  true  (aving  faith,  and  the  prefumptuous 
faith  of  hypocrites.     Hypocrites  by  a  prefumptu- 
ous faith,  will  indeed  lay  hold  on  Chrifl  and  falva- 
tion ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  they  do  not  receive 
Chrift  and  his  benefits  as  they  lie  within  the  rain^ 
iow^  they  do  not  receive  and  improve  him  by  vir- 
tue of  the  covenant  of  grace.     The  covenant  of 
grace,  or  the  pomife  of  God  in  Chrift  is  his  tefta- 
ment-bond  or  difpoiition,   wherein  he  afligns  and 
makes  over  himfelf,  his  righteoufnefs,    his  fpirit, 
his  fulnefs,  and  all  the  bleilings  of  his  purchafe  : 
Now  true  faith  receives  and  reds  upon  Chrift  by 
virtue  of  this  covenant  of  grace.    I  defy  you  cither 
to  failen  your  faith  or  trufi:  upon  God  or  man,  with- 
out a  word  of  promife  to  ground  your  faith  upon. 
If  I  fhould  bid  you  truft  or  believe  your  neighbour, 
or  any  fubdantial  man  for  a  fum  of  money  that 
you  ftand  in  need  of,  you  would  aik  me,  why,  what 
ground  have  I  to  truft  him  ?    Has  he  promifed  to 
give  it,  or  lend  it  to  me  ?    If  he  has  not  promifed 
to  do  it,  there  is  no  ground  of  truft  ;   and  you 
would  think  that  I  were  but  mocking  you,  when  I 
bid  you  truft  him  for  it,  unlefs  he  had  paft  his  word. 
So  here,  when  we  bid  you  believe  in  Chrift,  receive 
him,  or  refl  upon  him  for  ialvation,  your  eye  mufk 
immediately  be  turned  to  the  word  of  grace,  or 
promife,  and  his  faithfulneis  engaged  in  it :  for  it  is 
by  virtue  of  that,  that  we  receive  him,  or  improve 
and  apply  him  to  our  own  fouls  :   Hence  believing 
in  Chrifl  is  exprelTed  by  a  taking  hold  of  Chrift's 
covenant,  IfaAvl^.  Which. exprcffion  plainly  im- 
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plies  a  faftening  on  the  veracity  or  faithfuloeis  of 
God  pledged  in  the  covenant  And  how  hs  the 
faithfulnels  of  God  is  engaged  in  the  covenant  of 
grace,  (hewed  in  the  dodrinal  part  of  this  difcourie. 
He  has  fubfcribed  it  as  a  party,  he  has  (baled  it  with 
his  oath,  and  the  blood  of  his  Son  $  he  has  attefted 
it  io  the  capacity  of  a  witnefs,  he  has  confented  to 
the  regidration,  yeZy  has  a&ually  regiftred  his  bond» 
that  we  might  ♦  have  the  more  fpeedy  diligence  upm 
it  at  a  throne  of  grace.  Now,  I  fay,  faith  is  a  tak* 
ing  hold  of  God's  faithfulnefs  thus  pledged  in  the 
covenant,  it  is  a  reding  upon  his  veracity,  it  is  a 
trufting  to  him,  that  he  will  be  as  good  as  his  word, 
becaufe  it  is  impoflible  for  him  to  lie ;  it  is  a  fettine 
to  the  feal  that  he  is  true,  and  a  faying  with  Daviai 
God  bath  fpoken  in  his  bolinefs,  I  will  rejoice.  O  firs! 
faith  in  Chrift  by  virtue  of  his  word  of  grace  and 
promife,  is  one  of  the  plained  and  cleared  things  ia 
the  world,  if  the  devil  and  an  unbelieving  jealoos 
heart,  working  together,  did  not  darken  and  ob- 
fcure  the  account  we  have  of  it  in  the  word.  What 
is  plainer  than  to  trud  the  word  of  an  honed  man, 
or  to  red  on  him  by  virtue  of  his  word  ?  So  here  be- 
lieving is  a  reding  on  Chrid,  or  a  trading  in  him 
by  virtue  of  his  covenant,  or  word  of  grace :  But 
the  legal  proud  heart  of  man  has  fuch  a  drong  bent 
after  falvation,  by  doing  or  working  for  life,  that 
nothing  elfe  than  the  mighty  power  of  God  can 
bring  die  finner  to  quit  and  renounce  all  his  works 
and  righteoufnefs  as  filthy  rags,  and  to  take  (alva- 
tion  and  eternal  life  by  trading  or  believing  the  bare 
word  of  a  promifing  God  in  Chrid.  But  I  (hall  not 
enlarge  further  upon  this  at  prefent. 

The  third  thing  propofed  was  to  enquire  what 
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are  thdfe  bleffings  or  privileges  which  lie  within  the 
circuit  of  this  rainbow  of  the  covenant^  and  of  which 
the  foul  comes  to  be  poffcfled  either  in  part  or  in 
whole,  that  moment  that  it  takes  hold  of  the  ctm-- 
nant.  The  very  naming  of  thefe  bleffings  may  fervc 
as  fo  many  motives  or  arguments,  to  pcrfuade  you 
to  take  hold  of  the  covenant^  to  come  to  a  throne 
of  grace  by  virtue  of  the  rainbow  that  furrounds  it. 
And  here  a  field  of  matter  prefents  itfelf  to  view, 
fo  large  and  copious,  that  'tis  impoffible  for  the 
heart  of  man  to  conceive  it,  far  lefs  can  the  tongue 
of  man  tell  it  or  exprcfs  it  in  words,  for  all  the 
bleffings  of  heaven  and  eternity  He  within  the  wide 
circuit  of  this  rainbow  of  the  covenant^  which  fur- 
rounds  God's  throne  of  grace.  All  grace  whatfo- 
ever  lay  originally  in  the  heart  of  God ;  but,  as  it 
lies  there,  it  is  inacceffible  by  finners,  for  who  batb 
known  the  mind  of  the  Lord?  Well,  becaufe  that 
grace  that  is  in  God's  heart,  is  inacceffible  by  us, 
therefore  he  brings  it  yet  nearer  to  us,  l^  taking  a 
piece  of  our  nature,  uniting  it  to  the  perfon  of  his 
eternal  Son,  and  calls  it  Chri/i^  Mejfiab^  Immanuel^ 
God-man^  or  God  with  us :  And  makes  all  the  ful- 
nefs  of  the  Godhead,  all  the  grace  that  is  in  his  heart 
to  dwell  there,  that  fo  we  might  not  be  afraid  to 
come  to  one  in  our  own  nature  for  grace  and  mer- 
cy to  help  us.  But  that  our  faith  might  yet  have  a 
frcater  advantage,  he  does  not  reft  there  :  But  he 
rings  all  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  into  a  promife 
or  a  covenant  of  grace,  pledges  his  faithfiilnefs  in  the 
ftrongcft  way  imaginaole,  m  the  promife  or  cove- 
nant, that  fo  unbelief  might  have  nothing  to  objeft. 
l^nbclief  might  be  ready  to  fay.  It  is  true  there  is 
cnouG[h  of  grace  in  Chrfll,  but  alas  he  is  in  heaven, 
and  lie  has  carried  all  his  grace  to  heaven  with 
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him  I  and  the  throne  on  which  he  now  fits  is  fa 
high  that  I  know  not  how  to  get  at  him.  But, 
fays  the  Lord,  O  (inner,  fay  not  fo,  think,  not  fo  ; 
for  all  the  fulnefs  of  Chrid  is  nigh  thee  in  the  rain^^ 
bow  of  my  covenant  I  give  thee  a  word  of  faith, 
a  faithful  word  of  promife,  lean  to  that,  reft  on 
that,  and  Chrift,  and  all  that  is  in  him,  and  all  the 
grace  that  is  in  my  heart,  (hall  come  along  with 
it  into  thy  foul.  What  is  it,  O  finner,  thou  wiants, 
but  thou  may  have  it,  either  in  title  or  poffeffion,  bj 
refting  on  the  veracity  of  him  who  has  fet  his  bow 
in  the  clouds  ? 

I  (hall  inftancc  in  a  few  of  the  many  bleflingp 
that  are  to  be  had  by  taking  hold  of  God's  cove- 
nant, or  by  believing  in  Chrift  by  virtue  of  the  co- 
venant. 

I.  Would  you  have  Jebovab,  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghoft  to  be  thy  God,  even  thy  own  God,  to 
be  tbe  Jirengtb  of  tby  heart  and  thy  portion  for  ever  f 
Well,  come  within  the  rainbow  by  taking  hold  of 
God's  covenant,  or  trufting  the  word  of  a  promil^ 
Hug  God  in  Chrift,  and  it  ftiall  be  fo :  For  this  is 
the  leading  article  of  the  covenant, .  I  am  the  Lord 
thy  God.  I  ivill  be  their  God ;  I  am  tby  Jbield  and 
thy  exceeding  great  reward,  O  firs,  you  loft  your 
claim  to  God  by  the  firft  covenant,  and  while  in  a 
ftate  of  nature,  under  a  covenant  of  works,  you  are 
without  God  in  the  world :  But  here  is  a  God  in 
Chrift  coming  back  into  a  new  covenant,  a  co- 
venant of  grace  and*  peace.  O  take  him  at  his 
word,  and  take  him  in  his  word,  for  faithful  is  be 
that  bath  promifed.  Let  thy  foul  fay  to  the  Lord 
upon  the  covenant  ground  and  grant,  72^/j  God  h 
my  God  for  ever  and  ever :  And  he  /hall  be  tby  God 
even  tmto  deaths  becaufe  he  has  faid  it  in  his  cove«- 
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nant.    But,  iky  you»  mud  I  not  firft  cloie  vith 
Cbrift  before  I  can  claim  the  Lord  as  my  God*    I 
anfwer  to  clofc  with  Chrift  is  nothing  cite  but  to 
take  a  God  in  Chrift  as  thy  own  God»  by  viruie  of 
the  covenant  of  grace  and  promife  wherein  his  faith- 
fulnefs  is  more  deeply  engaged,  than  ever  it  was  in 
God*s  covenant  with  Noav^  whereof  the  rainbow  is 
a  perpetual  and  (landing  fign.     But  O,  fay  you,  I 
am  afraid  it  will  be  prefumption  for  me  to  claim 
a  God  in  Chrift  for  my  God,  upon  the  covenant- 
grant,  /  willie  their  God.    I  anfwer  it  is  fo  far  from 
being  prefumption,  that  it  is  rebellion  againft  the 
authority  of  the  great  God  interpofed  in  the  very 
firft  command  of  the  moral  law,  not  to  know  and 
acknowledge  him,  and  truft  in  him  as  God  and  as 
thy  own  God ;  and  till  thou  take  him  as  thy  God  in 
Chrift,  thou  art  living  in  open  rebellion  againft  the 
authority  of  heaven ;  and  wilt  thou  adventure  to  be 
a  rebd  againft  God  to  avoid  the  danger  of  prefump- 
tion, and  fo  rufh  upon  the  thick  bofTes  of  heaven's 
buckler.     O  that  I  could  perfuade  you  to  obey  the 
firft  command  of  the  moral  law,  as  it  ftands  in  a 
fubferviency  to  the  covenant  of  grace,  contained  in 
the  pre£ice  of  the  ten  commandments,  which  teaches 
us  to  believe  that  he  is  the  Lord  our  God  and  re- 
deemer, upon  the  ground  of  his  own  faithfulnefs 
pledged  in  thefe  words,   /  am  the  Lord  thy  God. 
O  firs,  if  you  can  but  find  in  your  hearts  through 
grace  to  obey  the  firft  command  in  the  law,  you 
will  find  it  eafy  to  obey  the  reft  y  and  if  you  can 
but  find  in  your  hearts  through  grace  to  believe  this 
firft  and  leading  promife  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
/  am  the  Lord  thy  God^  you  will  find  it  eafy  to 
lay  claim  by  &ith  to  all  the  fubfequent  promifes  of 
the  covenant ;  for  it  fhould  be  remembered^  that  the 
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;  promife  of  the  covenant,  and  the  firil:  command 
the  moral  law,  are  infeparably  linked  together. 
^  Take  hold  of  the  covenant,  and  come  with- 
he  arch  of  this  blefled  bow  that  goes  round  about 

throne,  and  there  thou  (halt  find  a  fealed  pardon 
(in,  an  indemnity,  an  ad  of  oblivion  for  all  thy 
;,  though  they  be  innumerable  as  the  (lars,*  and 
at  and  heinous  like  the  lofty  mountains.  Hei. 
.12.  I  mil  be  merciful  to  their  tmrigbteoufnefs : 
eir  fim  and  iniquities  will  I  remember  no  more. 

Jer.  xxxi.  34.  View  him  that  fits  upon  the 
one  within  the  rainbow,  and  thou  wilt  bear  him 
ing,  /  even  I  am  be  that  blottetb  out  thine  iniauities 

my  own  name's  faie^  and  will  remember  thy  fins 
more.    O  condemned  finncr,  truft  a  God  in  Chrift 

this,  by  virtue  of  his  covenant,  or  by  virtue  of 

promife  :   For  the  Jlrengtb  of  Ifrael  will  not  lie 
•  repent. 

3.  Thou  art  by  nature  an  alien,  a  ftranger,  a 
eigner,  a  child  of  hell,  would  thou  fain  come  back 
lin  to  God's  family,  and  have  a  God  in  Chrift  as 
^  father  ?  Well,  view  the  rainbow  come  within 
z  circuit  of  it,  and  there  thou  (halt  iind  this  ;  / 
//  be  to  them  a  father^  and  tbeyjhall  be  my  font  and 
ughters^  faith  the  Lord  Almighty.  To  as  many  as 
reived  himy  by  virtue  of  this  covenant-grant,  to 
Tm  gave  he  power  to  become  the  Sons  of  Godj  even  to 
m  that  believe  in  his  name^  John  i.  12. 

4.  Wants  thou  a  principle  of  fpiritual  life,  who 
t  by  nature  dead  in  fins  and  trefpa(res  ?  Well,  be- 
ve  in  the  Son  of  God,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant, 
d  thou  (halt  have  it :  Pbr,  fays  Chrift,  John  xi. 
;.  be  that  believeth  in  me^  though  he  were  dead^  yet 
til  he  live.  Would  thou  have  thy  fpiritual  life 
ore  abundant  ?     New  quicknings  under  the  Ian- 
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gui(hing8  of  grace  ?  Well,  this  is  within  the  rain- 
bow of  the  covenant.  Tiy  life  is  bid  wtb  Chriji  in 
God ;  and  he  has  faid  that  tbou  Jfoalt  revive  as  the 
earn^  and  grow  as  the  vine. 

Again  wants  thou  to  have  thy  heart  ffrinkled frum 
an  evil  confcience  ?  Here  it  is  to  be  had,  Ezek.  xxxvi. 
25.  I  will  fprinkle  them  with  clean  water ^  frmn  all 
their  idols  ana  Jilthinefs  will  I  cleanfe  them. 

Would  you  have  the  power  of  fin  broken  in  thy 
foul  ?  Take  hold  of  God's  covenant,  or  believe  in 
Chrift  by  virtue  of  the  covenant,  and  thou  (halt 
have  this  alfo.  Micah  vii.  19.  Iwillfubdue  their 
iniquities.  Rom.  vi.  14.  Sin  Jhall  not  have  daminim 
ever  ycu^  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law  but  under 
grace. 

Would  thou  have  thy  ftony  heart  foftened,  and 
turned  into  a  heart  of  fle(h  ?  This  alfo  lies  within 
the  rainbow  of  the  covenant,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  A 
new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  them^  a  new  Jpirit  will  I 
fut  within  them ;  I  will  take  away  the  ftony  heart 
out  of  your  hearty  and  give  you  a  heart  of  jlejh. 

Would  you  have  the  fpirit  of  God  within  yoA 
as  a  fpirit  of  wifdoni  and  revelation,  as  a  qnickning, 
guiding  and  fandifying  fpirit  ?  Well,  this  is  withitt 
the  covenant  alfo.  E^iek  xxxvi.  27.  IwiU  fut  my 
fpirit  within  them^  and  caufe  them  to  walk  in  my 
ftatutes. 

Would  you  have  protection  agaihft  ail  enemies 
and  dangers  ?  This  alfo  is  to  be  had  within  the  cir- 
cuit of  this  rainbow.  The  man  Chrift,  who  fits  up^ 
on  the  throne,  is  a  hiding  place  from  the  wind^  and 
a  covert  from  the  tempeft. 

Would  thou  have  fi:rength  to  encounter  thy  ene- 
my, ftrength  to  grapple  with  difficulties  and  to 
manage  thy  work  and  wiirfare  ?   This  is  within  the 
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rainbow  of  the  covenant,  Zech.  x.  12.  And  I  will 
Jirengtben  them  in  the  Lord^  and  they  JI:all  walk  up 
and  down  in  my  name^  faith  the  Lord.  Ifa.  xli.  10. 
/  will  ftrengthen  them^  I  will  help  afid  uphold  them 
with  the  right  hand  of  my  right eoufnefi. 

Laftly^  Would  thou  have  grace  to  keep  in  the 
Lord's  way  to  the  end,  till  the  good  work  be  perfected  ? 
Well,  this  is  in  the  covenant.  The  righteous  Jhall 
bold  on  their  way^  and  he  that  bath  clean  hands  Jhall 
wax  Jlronger  and  Jlronger.  He  that  hath  begun  the 
good  work  in  yoUy  will  perform  it  to  the  day  rfjefus 
Chrifl.  All  thefe  and  innumerable  other  bleflings  lie 
within  the  circuit  of  this  rainbow,  which  goes  round 
about  the  throne  of  grace. 

The  fourth  thing  propofcd  was  to  enquire,  who 
are  they  that  may  warrantably  come  within  the 
compafs  of  this  rainbow  ?  Who  are  they  that  may 
take  hold  of  God's  covenant  ?  An  anl'wer  to  this 
queftion  is  the  more  neceflary,  that  it  is  one  of  the 
main  engines  whereby  the  devil  keeps  linners  under 
the  power  of  unbelief,  to  tell  them  that  God's  co- 
venant and  promife  belong  to  others  and  not  to  them. 
Will  the  poor  iinner  be  ready  to  fay.  Indeed  if  I 
were  a  believer,  I  might  confidently  come  within 
this  rainbow,  and  intermeddle  with  Chrift  and  the 
bicffings  of  his  covenant:  But  till  then  I  muft  not 
prefumc  to  meddle ;  and  thus  I  f  ly  (inners  are  many 
times  difcouraged  from  coming  to  Chrift  to  take 
hold  of  his  covenant.  But,  iirs,  allow  me  to  tell 
you,  that  none  are  excluded  froni  coming  withia 
this  rainbow,  or  from  coming  to  Chrift  who  fits 
on  the  throne  of  grace  by  virtue  of  this  covenant  of 
grace,  but  only  they  who  exclude  themielves  by 
their  unbelief.     Every  one  hath  free  liberty  to  look 
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^o  the  natural  rainbow,  and  improve  the  faithfulnefe 
of  God  in  his  promife  as  a  fecurity  againfl:  an  uni- 
verfal  deluge ;  fo  every  foul  that  hears  the  gofpel  is 
allowed  to  look  to  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  improve  it  as  a  fecurity  thro'  the  fatif- 
FaAion  of  Chrift  againfl:  the  deluge  of  divine  wrath 
due  to  hioi  for  fin. 

^uefi.  What  is  it  that  may  warrant  and  encourage 
a  loft  (inner  by  faith  to  lay  hold  on  the  faithfulncfs 
of  God  engaged  in  his  rainbow  of  the  covenant  that 
is  about  his  throne  ? 

Anf.  God  commands  you  to  lay  hold  on  his  cove- 
nant, I  John  nu  23.  Tbis  is  bis  commandment^  that 
you  believe  in  the  name  of  bisfon  Jefus  Chriji.  Now 
when  God  bids  you  believe  in  Chrift  he  bids  you 
believe  in  him  by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
or  by  virtue  of  the  free  promife  of  life  thro'  Chrift 
to  perifhing  finners.  O  eftay  it  in  the  ftrength  of 
him  that  commands  you;  the  very  iirft  command, 
as  I  was  faying,  warrants  you,  yea,  obligeth  you  to 
have  a  God  in  Chrift,  and  ^none  other,  as  your  God. 
Now  this  command  is  to  all  and  every  one,  and  if 
it  were  not  fo,  it  would  needs  follow  that  there  are 
fome,  in  whom  unbelief  were  no  iin ;  for  where 
there  is  no  law,  there  can  be  no  tranfgreftion :  But 
depend  upon  it,  firs,  that  unbelief  is  your  fin,  and 
the  great  fin  upon  which  the  fentence  of  condem* 
nation  will  run  againft  you  at  the  great  day ;  and  if 
unbelief  be  your  fin,  then  it  is  your  indifpenfible 
duty  by  the  command  of  God  to  believe  in  Chrift,  or 
to  truft  in  him  for  fklvation,  by  virtue  of  his  faith* 
fulnefs  engaged  in  the  bow  of  the  covenant  that  is 
about  the  throne  of  grace. 
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2.  Let  the  extent  of  the  rainbow  encourage  and 
irarrant  you  to  come  within  it.  The  natural  rain- 
ow  reaches  from  one  end  of  the  heaven  to  the 
ther :  But  O  firs,  the  grace  of  God  in  a  covenant 
f  grace  is  much  wider  and  larger,  for  it  reaches 
TTih  jts  arms  to  clafp  every  creature  in  its  bofom. 
4ari  xvi.  i6.  Tbe  voice  of  a  God  of  grace ^  is  to 
fen  and  the  fans  of  men  to  take  hold  of  his  covenant^ 

>  improve  his  faithfulnefs  in  the  rainbow  againft  this 
lie  deluge  of  his  wrath.  Ifa.  I  v.  i.  Ho^  every  one 
hat  thirfieth  come  to  the  waters :  and  he  that  hath  no 
wney :  Let  him  come.  O  wljy  do  ycufpendycur  money 
rr  that  which  is  not  bread?  and  your  labour  for  that 
^hich  profiteth  not  ? 

3.  The  rainbow  of  the  covenant  is  pointed  towards 
ou  in  particular,  and  if  you  will  but  look  to  it,  you 
^ill  fee  the  end  of  it  coming  clofe  to  your  very  hand, 
Ws  ii.  39.  The  promife  is  to  you  and  your  feed^  and 

>  all  that  are  afar  ojf\  to  you  is  the  word  of  this 
Jvation  fent.  An  thou  a  finner,  faraway,  like  the 
rodigal  ?  Well,  fee  the  rainbow  about  the  throne 
ainting  to  you.  Ifa*  lyii.  19./  create  the  fruit  of  the 
ps ;  peace ^  peace  to  him  that  is  afar  off.  So  A£ls  ii.  3  8. 
ft  thou  a  polluted  finner,  black  like  the  Ethiopian^ 
K>tted  like  the  leopard  ?  Well,  fee  the  rainbow  of 
ic  covenant  pointing  out  its  grace  to  you,i^/.lxviii, 
J.  Though  thou  haft  lien  among  the  pots^  yet  thoujhalt 

'  as  the  wings  of  a  dove.  Art  thou  finking  under  the 
ad  of  fin,  as  a  burden  heavier  than  thou  can  bear? 
/"ell,  fee  the  bow  of  the  covenant  reaching  grace 
id  mercy  to  help  thee.  Caft  thy  burden  upon  the 
ordy  and  he  willjfuftain  thee.  In  a  word,  whatever 
5  thy  condition,  if  on  this  fide  of  hell,  thou  wilt 
ad  ftill  the  bow  of  God's  covenant  ftretching  out 
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its  band  to  thee,  and  accommodating  itfelf  to  thy 
condition  and  circumftance.  Although  the  arch  of 
the  bow  be  high,  yet  it  ftoops  down  to  every  man; 
though  the  throne  be  high  and  lifted  up^  and  he  that 
fits  on  it  be  exalted,  yet  the  bow  that  is  aboat 
his  throne  bows  itfelf  down  to  thy  very  hand, 
that  thou  may  climb  up  to  Chrifl  by  it  in  a  way  of 
believing :  And  therefore  fay  not  in  thine  hearty 
Who  Jhall  afcend  to  heaven^  to  bring  Cbrifi  down 
from  aboFoe  ?  or^  Who  Jhall  defcend  to  the  deep^  tf> 
bring  him  up  from  the  dead?  for  the  word  is  nigh 
thee^  even  in  thy  mouthy  and  in  thy  hearty  that  is 
the  word  of  faith  which  we  preachy  Rom.  x.  6, 
7.  8. 

4.  It  is  mod  plcafing  to  him  that  fits  on  the 
throne  of  grace  to  fee  a  loft  finner  come  within 
the  circuit  of  his  rainbow  for  fafety.  You  cannot 
do  a  thing  that  is  fo  pleafing  to  God  as  to  believe 
in  Chrift  by  virtue  of  the  covenant,  yohn  vi.  28. 
I'his  is  the  work  of  God^  that  you  believe  in  him  whom 
be  hath  fent.  He  fpeaks  as  if  this  were  the  only 
work ;  and  indeed  it  is  fo  much  the  only  work  of 
a  finner,  that  without  it,  it  is  impofiible  to  pleafe 
him  5  and  with  it  every  thing  ye  do  is  pleafing, 
your  perfons  and  your  facrifices  are  accepted  upon  his 
altar.  O  firs,  will  you  not  do  a  thing  that  is  fo 
pleafing  to  him  that  made  you,  him  that  prefervcs 
you,  him  that  provides  for  you,  him  that  flied  the 
blood  of  his  heart  to  redeem  you  ?  Never  was  the 
fond  breaft  of  a  tender-hearted  mother  more  glad  to 
be  fucked,  than  the  Lord'  is  to  fee  a  finner  come 
within  the  bow  of  his  covenant  for  grace  and  mercy 
to  help  in  time  of  need. 

5.  The 
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5.  The  nature  of  the  throne,  and  the  nature  of 
the  rainbow,  invites  and  encourages  your  fiaith  and 
truft.  The  throne  is  of  the  nature  with  the  rain- 
bow, the  throne  is  a  throne  of  grace,  and  the  co- 
venant a  covenant  of  grace.  What  fort  of  a  throne 
is  a  throne  of  grace  ?  It  is  a  throne  for  beggars,  di- 
vors  and  bankrupts  to  come  to,  that  they  may  get 
whatfoever  they  want  freely  j  it  is,  a  throne  that 
ftands  by  outgiving,  by  giving  liberally  to  all  witb^ 
out  upbraiding.  What  fort  of  a  covenant  is  a  co- 
venant of  grace  ?  The  very  name  of  it  tells  you  what 
is  its  nature  i  a  covenant  of  grace  can  be  nothing 
elfe  but  an  abfolute  free  grant  of  all  the  riches  of 
grace  that  lie  about  the  throne  of  grace.  If  any 
thing  were  required  of  us  as  a  condition  of  our  tak- 
ing or  receiving  the  bleffings  of  the  covenant,  it 
would  that  moment  ceafe  to  be  a  covenant  of  grace. 
But,  fay  you,  is  not  faith  the  condition  of  the  co- 
venant? ,  Anfwer,  I  will  be  loath  to  condemn  that 
way  of  (peaking,  becaufe  worthy  men  have  .ufed 
it,  anddoufeit  in  afound  fenfe:  But,  firs,  I  would 
have  you  to  remember  that  when  it  is  called. a  con- 
dition, all  that  fuch  worthy  learned  men  mean  by 
it,  is  only  this,  that  you  can  have  no  faving  bene- 
fit or  advantage  by  Chrift  unlefs  he  be  received  5 
you  can  have  no  benefit  by  God's  covenant  or  pro- 
mife,  unlefs  you  believe  the  promife  to  be  true, 
and  believe  it  with  application  to  your  own  fouls. 
Faith  is  juft  fuch  a  condition  as  (hews  the  infepa- 
rable  connexion  between  one  thing  and  another: 
As  if  you  (bould  fay  to  a  beggar  there  is  your  alms 
on  the  condition  that  you  take  it;  there  is  meat  on 
the  condition  you  eat  it ;  there  is  a  good  bond  for 
a  fum  of  money,  on  condition  that  you  truft  hinv 
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that  granted  it.  Or,  if  I  (hould  (ay  to  one,  thou 
(halt  have  the  benefit  of  the  light  of  the  fun,  on  con- 
dition thou  open  thine  eyes  to  fee  it.  Or  the  ground 
will  bear  you,  on  condition  you  lay  your  weight 
upon  it :  Now  fuch  a  condidon  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  is  faith ;  it  is  juft  a  talcing  what  is  freely  given 
without  money  and  price :  and  let  it  be  remembered 
that  itfelf  is  one  of  the  bleifings  promifed  in  this 
covenant.  Now,  I  fay,  let  the  nature  of  the  throne, 
and  the  nature  of  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant  en- 
courage and  warrant  you  to  come  and  truft  in  a  God 
of  grace.  I  make  but  a  fuppofition,  that  a  great 
and  rich  king  (hould  ered  a  throne  in  the  open  field, 
and  emit  a  proclamation  for  all  beggars,  bankrupts, 
and  people  in  want  and  (Iraits  to  come  to  his  throne, 
and  they  (hall  get  whatever  they  needed :  O  what 
a  gathering  would  there  be !  With  what  confidence 
would  needy  people  flock  thither,  and  aik  what  they 
wanted,  efpecially  if  the  king  had  fworn  by  his  life 
that  they  (hould  be  ferved  ?  Well,  this  is  the  very 
cafe :  The  throne  of  grace  is  a  throne  only  for  the 
needy,  for  rich  folk  are  fent  empty  away,  and  the 
bow  about  the  throne  is  juft  the  faithfulncfs  of  God 
engaged  in  a  free  promil'e,  that  come  to  him  who 
will,  ke  will  in  no  ivife  ccft  them  out.  O  then  take 
the  advantage,  and  truft  his  promife,  and  you  have 
the  thing  promifed,  for  his  promife  is  as  good  as 
payment. 

6.  Will  you  but  take  a  view  of  the  name  of  him 
that  fits  upon  the  throne  within  the  rainbow,  and 
let  that  encourage  your  faith,  hope  and  expeifiation. 
O  firs,  they  that  know  his  name  will  put  their  iruji 
in  him  \  his  name  that  fits  on  the  throne  is  zfirtmg 
to'wer^  to  which  the  fiimer  may  fee,  and  to  which 
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the  faints  do  flee  and  are  fafe :  See  what  his  name 
is,  Exod.  xxxiv.  6.  his  name  is  the  Lordy  ^the  Lord 
God  JEHOVAH  EL.tht  ftrong  God,  able  to  do 
for  thee  exceeding  abundantly  above  what  thou  can  afk 
or  think :     He  flretched  out  the  heavens,  and  hud 
the  foundations  of  the  earth,  and  does  whatever 
pleafes  him  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  and  therefore  is  able 
to  do  for  thee  whatever  thou  afkeft  of  him,  yea, 
more  than  thou  can  aik.     Abraham  by  fauth  flayed 
himfelf  upon  the  power  of  a  promiiing  God  with* 
put  ftaggering,  Rm.  iv.  20.    Again  his  name  is 
merciful^  and  therefore  may  thou  fay,  will  he  not 
anfwer  his  name,  and  extend  mercy,  confidering 
that  mifery  is  the  only  proper  objed  of  mercy,  ana 
I  am  wretched,   miferable,  blind,  and  poor,   and 
naked.     Davids  feith  found  footing  in  this  name 
of  a  God  in  Chrift,  when  he  could  not  ftand  be- 
fore the  bar  of  the  law.    Pfal.  cxxx.  4.  But  there  is 
mercy  with  thee  that  thou  mayefl  be  feared.    Again, 
his  name  who  fits  upon  the  throne  within  the  rain* 
bow  is  gracious^  and  it  is  the  very  nature  of  grace, 
as  I  faid,  to  give  and  to  give  freely :  Grace  is  that 
attribute  of  the  divine  nature  which  (hall  be  cele* 
brated  through  eternity ;  this  world  is  but  a  theatre 
on  which  he  defigns  the  manifeftations  of  his  grace. 
May  not  this  encourage  thee  to  go  within  the  cir- 
cuit of  the  rainbow,  and  afk  grace  and  mercy  to 
help  thee  in  time  of  need.     Unbelief  indeed  will 
tell  thee.  That  the  Lord  has  forgotten  to  be  GRA- 
CIOUS I  but  it  is  not  fo,  for  he  cannot  forget  his 
own  name.    Unbelief  will  tell  thee  that  thou  art 
unworthy  of  his  grace,  and  this  will  hinder  thee 
from  fucceeding;  but  that  cannot  be  neither,  for 
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grace  is  moft  grace  when  it  is  extended  to  the  moft 
unworthy.  Thus,  I  fay,  draw  encouragement  from 
the  name  of  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne  within 
the  rainbow. 

7.  It  is  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  God,  that 
you  improve  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant  for  yoor 
fecurity  againft  the  deluge  of  wrath,  and  for  obtain- 
ing the  bleffings  that  lie  within  the  bofom  thereof; 
hereby  ye  glorify  his  power,  being  perfuaded,  that 
he  is  able  to  make  gooawhat  he  has  promifed ;  hereby 
you  glorify  his  holinefs,  which  is  pledged  to  the 
great  covenant-head,  and  give  thanks  at  the  remem- 
brance of  his  holinefs  $  pledged  ill  the  covenant  to 
him  and  his  feed :  Hereby  you  glorify  his  juitice  by 
acquiefcing  in  that  righteoufnefs  or  juftice,  which 
is  the  foundation  of  his  throne  y  hereby  you  glorify 
his  mercy,  and  join  with  him  in  faying,  Mercy  Jkall 
be  built  up  for  ever ;  hereby  you  glorify  his  troth 
and  faith fiilnefs,  byfetting  to  thefeal  that  God  is  true: 
In  a  word,  you  give  him  the  glory  of  your  falva- 
tion,  ikying,  Salvation  to  him  that  fittetb  upon  the 
throne^  and  to  the  lamb  for  ever  and  every  the  lan- 
guage of  faith  is,  Not  to  us^  not  to  us :  but  to  thy  name 
be  the  glory. 

Thus  you  fee  that  there  is  noble  encouragement, 
and  the  beft  warrants  in  the  world  for  believing* 
or  coming  within  this  bow  of  the  covenant :  O  then, 
firs,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  and  for  your  own  foul's 
fake,  flee  in  within  the  rainbow  that  is  about  the 
throne  5  believe  in  Chrift  by  virtue  of  the  covenant 
of  grace  and  promife ;  and  if  after  all  you  will  not 
comply,  I  will  declare  in  the  name  of  God,  that  the 
bow  of  God's  covenant  fhall  fland  you  in  no  flead. 
^'hc  faithfulnefs  of  God  that  is  engaged  to  fave  the 
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iihner  that  believes,  or  takes  hold  of  his  covenant, 
is  engaged  to  damn  the  foul  that  continues  in  un- 
belief 5  for  as  he  that  believetb  jhall  be  favedy  Jo  be 
that  believetb  not  Jhall  be  damned.  The  fountains  of 
•the  great  depth  of  God's  wrath  will  inevitably  fweep 
you  away :  '  And  he  who  is  the  God  of  falvation 
has  faid,  *Tbat  be  will  wound  the  bead  of  bis  enemies^ 
and  the  hairy  fcalp  of  them  that  go  on  in  their  tref 
faffes. 

The  Jifth  thing  proposed  was  to  roll  away  fome 
impediments,  or  ftumbling  ftones,  that  lie  in  the 
way  of  finners,  and  which  have  a  fatal  influence  in 
difcouraging  them  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  rainbow 
of  the  covenant,  which-*  furrounds  the  throne  of 
grace.  There  are  fome  things  on  God's  part,  that 
appear  as  great  and  ftrong  bars  againfl:  the  finner, 
and  tend  mightily  to  difcourage  him  from  looking 
either  to  the  throne  or  the  bow  that  furrounds  it, 
viz.  the  law  of  God,  the  juftice  of  God,  the  hoii- 
pefs  of  God,  and  the  decree  of  God. 

1.  The  law  of  God.  O,  fays  the  (inner,  I  am 
condemned  already  by  God*s  law,  and  how  then 
(hall  I  look  towards  God's  covenant,  or  take  hold 
of  it  for  my  fafety  againft  the  deluge  of  wrath  ? 
jinfw.  If  thou  had  not  broken  the  divine  law,  thou 
would  not  ftand  in  need  of  the  grace  of  God's  co^ 
venant ;  the  law  is  fo  far  from  being  againft  the  pro- 
mife  in  the  bufinefs  of  falvation,  that  that  moment 
thou  takes  hold  of  Chrift  by  virtue  of  the  covenant 
or  promife,  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  is  fulfilled 
in  thee;  For  Cbri^  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  rigbte^ 
aufnefs  to  every  one  that  believetb.  Chrifl  was  made 
under  (he  |ayr^  %o  redeem  them  that  were  under  the 
)aw. 

Z.  But 
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2.  But  O,  fays  the  finner,  the  juftice  of  God  is 
againf):  me,  the  thoughts  of  incenfed  juftice  make 
my  heart  to  tremble  within  me.  jinf.  The  throne 
of  grace  that  is  furrounded  with  the  bow  of  the 
covenant  is  founded  upon  juftice  fatsificd  and  judg- 
ment executed  upon  the  furety ;  and  that  moment 
thou  comes  within  the  bond  of  the  covenant^  juftice 
becomes  thy  friend,  aflbiling  thee  on  the  ground  of 
Chrift's  fatisfadion :  For  God  has  fet  forth  Chrift  to 
be  a  propitiation  thro' faith  in  his  blood,  to  {hew  forth 
his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remiffion  of  fins,  that  he 
might  be  juft,  and  the  juftiiier  of  him  that  believeth 
in  Jefus* 

3.  The  holinefs  of  God  fometimes  icares  the 
iinner  to  look  toward  the  throne  of  grace,  oc  cove- 
nant of  grace.  But,  firs,  I  tell  you,  that  that  mo- 
ment you  come  within  the  bow  of  the  covenant, 
you  are  made  partakers  of  his  holinefs,  and  the  ho- 
linefs of  God  being  laid  in  pledge  for  the  fulfilling 
of  the  promife,  ftands  up  for  its  own  intereft  in  the 
finner's  behalf.  And  befide,  by  the  blood  of  Jefus, 
the  filth  of  fin  is  covered  from  the  eyes  of  unfpotted 
holinefs,  as  well  as  the  guilt  of  it  hid  firom  the  eye  of 
inccnfed  juftice. 

4.  The  finner  is  ready  to  be  feared  from  taking 
hold  of  God's  covenant,  and  his  fidthfulnefs  engag- 
ed therein  on  the  account  of  the  decrees  of  God.  O, 
will  the  finner  fay,  it  is  true,  if  I  were  among  the 
number  of  the  eledt,  I  might  meddle  with  God's 
covenant :  But  alas^  I  think  I  am  none  of  thefe,  and 
therefore  I  need  not  think  of  taking  hold  of  Chrift 
by  virtue  of  his  covenant.  But,  firs,  let  me  tell  you, 
thatfecret  things  belong  to  the  Lord,  but  things  that 
are  revealed  to  us  and  to  our  children :  let  God*s  de* 

4.  crecs 
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crees^alone^  you  have  no  more  bufinefi  with  them 
in  the  matter  of  believing,  than  you  have  to  trouble 
yourfclf  with  what  they  are  doing  in  Mexico  or  Peru. 
Meddle  you  with  the  things  that  are  revealed,  for 
the(e  are  the  things  that  belong  to  us  and  to  our 
children.  Now  what  are  the  things  that  are  revealed? 
Chrift  is  revealed^  the  covenant  and  the  promifes  are 
fcvealed  as  the  ground  of  faiths  the  command  of 
God  enjoining  you  to  believe  is  revealed ;    God's 
good-will  to  man  upon  earth  is  revealed;  thefe  are 
the  things  that  belong  to  you,  and  therefore  meddlo 
you  with  thefe,  and  let  not  the  devil  and  your  own 
ill  heart  together  brangle  and  confound  you,  by  tell- 
ing you  that  you  do  not  know  if  you  be  eledted,  for 
that  moment  you  come  within  the  bond  of  Gods 
covenantyl^oM  know  your,  election,  and  that  God 
hath  loved  you  with  an  everlafting  love :    And  no 
other  way  can  you  poffibly  know  it.     But  befides 
all  this,  let  me  tell  you,  that  God's  promife  regifter- 
ed  in  his  word,  is  but  an  extract  of  the  eternal  thought 
and  purpofe  of  his  heart ;   fo  that  by  believing  his 
promife  immediately  you  may  know  that  you  are  the 
called  according  to  his  purpofe. 

But  may  the  (inner  fay,  though  there,  be  no  bar 
3n  God's  part,  yet  th£re  are  many  bars  and  impedi- 
ments on  my  part.  I  fhall  endeavour  to  roll  away 
:hefe  alfo,  by  anfwering  the  following  objections  qf 
unbelief. 

ObjeSlion  i.  ^*  I  am  a  poor  unworthy  creature,  I 
^'  dare  not  think  of  meddling  with  God's  covenant'' 
Anfwery  It  is  a  baftard  devilifii  humility,  that  keeps 
^ou  from  believing,  for  the  more  unworthy  you  are 
}f  the  grace  and  favour  of  God,  the  more  fit  you 
\x^  for  receiving  the  grace  of  God  at  a  throne  ot 

grace 
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gfjce  br  nrtue  of  the  covenant  of  grace ;  grace  is 
onlycaicalaced  for  the  unworthy  finner,  and  not  for 
du^  chat  think  themfelves  worthy  of  it. 

CijeS.  2.  My  (ins  are  like  the  great  mountains, 
and  I  fear  the  grace  of  God  will  never  level  them. 
Anfoxr^  Take  hold  of  God's  covenant  and  you  (hall 
find  thefe  mountains  removed,  and  caft  into  the 
Budll  of  the  fea.  Ifa.  i.  1 8.  Come  and  let  us  ruh 
jbg  together^  faith  the  Lordj  tho"  your  Jins  be  as  Jcar^ 
let  and  crimfon^  I  will  make  them  white  asfnow  and  as 
wooL 

Obje&.  3*.  I  want  a  lawrwork,  I  am  not  weary 
and  heavy  laden,  and  therefore  am  not  fit  to  take 
liold  of  God's  covenant,  jinjwer^  If  thou  think  to 
make  a  law- work  and  humiliation  a  price  in  your 
band  to  recommend  you  to  Chrift,  aiid  fit  you  for 
him;  I  tell  you,  that  inflead  of  fitting  yourfelf  for 
Chrlft,  you  are  building  up  a  wall  between  Chrift 
and  you,  that  you  ihall  never  get  over.  If  you  fee 
aa  abiblute  need  of  Chrift,  and  that  you  are  undone 
without  him,  do  not  fland  to  feek  more  law- work : 
&c  that  moment  you  clofe  with  Chrid  by  virtue  of 
the  cov^mant  of  grace,  the  law  has  gotten  its  end,Cbrifl: 
b«ui^  dbe  end  of  the  law  to  every  one  that  belicveth. 
It  ii^  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  that  are  called  \  but 
tJMC  i»  ant  to  exclude  others,  who  cannot  find  that 
oUivobott  ia  themfelves ;  and  they  are  mentioned 
u  .^^^ticulujr  in  the  call,  becaufe  they  are  mod  ready 
x>^  cvcxuixir  dbemfelves  from  having  any  concern  in 
0»  txi  >jc  bi>  covenant. 

J^r^f.  4.  1  am  afraid  to  take  hold  of  God's  cove- 
«M^,  tt  H^c  1  torn  away  from  his  commandments, 
,^  w  t^Hkc  aivjelf  unworthy  of  a  covenant- rela- 
>^;si^  -^^  ^,rt.     J7.^»T,  If  you  really  take  hold  of  his 

covenant; 
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covenant,  the  grace  of  his  covenant  will  keep  yoa 
in  the  way  of  his  commandments.  "Jer.  xxx.  40* 
/  wiU  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with  them,  that  I 
wiU  never  turn  away  from  them  to  do  them  good^  but 
I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts^  and  they  Jhall  not 
depart  from  me. 

ObjeSi.  5.  I  am  afraid  to  take  hold  of  God's  cove-* 

|»nt,  in  cafe  that  I  never  be  able  to  bear  the  crofs :  / 

p#i//  faint  in  the  day  of  adverfty^  for  my  ftrength  is . 

fmall.    Anf.  Do  not  fear  that,  for  he  that  fits  on  the 

throne  has  faid  in  his  covenant,  that  when  thou  pajfeji 

through  the  water ^  he  will  be  with  tbee^  and  through  the 

river 5 J  they  Jhall  not  overflow  thee ;  when  thou  pajfeft 

through  the  Jire^  thou  Jhalt  not  be  burnt ^  neither  Jhall 

the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.   His  prefence  fhall  go  with 

thee  to  thehotteft  furnace,  and  unto  the  deep  waters 

of  Mara  ;    and  if  fo,  there  is  no  fear  but  thy  head 

ihall  be  carried  above. 

ObjeSi.  6.  I  have  formerly  endeavoured  to  take 
hold  of  God's  covenant;  but  I  have  played  the  har- 
lot with  many  lovers  fince  that.  Anfw.  Renew  thy 
hold  of  the  covenant,  for  the  grace  of  God's  covenant, 
the  rainbow  about  the  throne,  is  dill  pointing  thee  out 
as  it  virere  byname.  Jer.  iii.  i.  Tho*  thou  haft  played 
the  harlot  with  many  lover Sy  yet  return  again  to  me^ 
faith  the  Lord. 

Obj.  7.  But  I  have  adted  as  a  rebel  againft  heaven, 
I  have  been  waging  war  againft  God,  and  will  ever 
he  allow  me  to  meddle  with  his  covenant,  or  come 
within  the  verge  of  this  rainbow  ?  For  Anf.  fee  PJah 
Ixviii.  1 8.  where  we  are  told  concerning  him  diat 
fits  upon  the  throne  of  grace  within  the  rainbow ; 
He  received  gifts  for  men^  yea  even  for  the  rebellious^ 
Tiat  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  among  us.    See  jUfo       '^ 
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Ifa.  Iv.  7.  Let  the  wicked  forfahe  bis  way  ^  and  the  wu 
right  ems  man  bis  thoughts^  and  turn  to  the  Lard^  Jar 
be  will  have  mercy ^  and  to  our  God^  for  he  will  abun^ 
dantfy^rdon. 

Oif.  8. 1  want  power  to  take  hold  of  the  covenant, 
I  want  power  to  believe  in  Chrift  by  virtue  of  the  co- 
venant. Anf  He  that  fits  upon  the  throne  with  the 
rainbow  about  it,  is  faying,  I  will  give  power  to  the 
faint,  and  increafe  ftrength  to  them  that  have  no 
might;  yea,  he  has  faid  that  he  will  make  thee  willing 
in  the  day  of  his  power  5  and  if  he  has  given  thee  the 
will  to  believe,  there  is  no  fear  of  the  want  of  power  5 
for  he  that  works  the  will  by  his  covenant,  he  has 
engaged  to  work  the  do-,  alfo  ht,  works  in  us  both  to 
will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure. 

Obj.  9.  You  are  always  (peaking  of  the  bow  of 
the  covenant,  but  I  would  fain  fee  it ;  I  have  feen 
the  natural  bow,  but  the  rainbow  of  the  covenant  is 
invifible.  jinf.  It  is  ftrange  not  to  fee  it  when  you 
have  it  in  your  hand,  the  old  and  new  teftament  is 
the  rainbow  that  \  am  fpeaking  of;  the  rainbow  is 
at  this  moment  (hining  upon  you  in  a  preached 
gofpel.  O  remember  that  awful  word,  2  Cor.  iv. 
2y  4.*  If  our  gofpel  be  bid^  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are 
loft ;  in  whom  the  God  of  this  world  bath  blinded  the 
minds  of  them  that  believe  not^  left  the  light  of  the  glo^ 
rious  gofpel  of  Chrijl^  who  is  the  image  ofGod^  Jhoald 
Jhine  upon  them. 

Obj.  10.  I  am  afraid  of  being  one  of  thefe,  from 
whom  this  rainbow  is  hid,  and  fo  am  loft  for  ever. 
Anf.  If  thou  doeft  not  fee  it,  I  afk,  art  thou  longing 
to  fee  it  ?  If  fo,  I  can  tell  you  for  good  news,  thou 
(hall  fee  it  ere  long,  for  hefatisfieth  the  longing  JouU 
andfiUeth  the  hungry  foul  with  goodnejs :  and  then  he 
that  fits  on  the  throne  has  faid,  that  he  will  open  the 

blind 
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Uind  eyesy  and  turn  thee  from  darknefi^  that  thou 
(halt  behold  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  the  cxceU 
lency  of  our  God. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  roll  away  all  the 
impediments  I  can  think  upon,  that  you  may  be 
encouraged  to  come  within  the  bow  that  is  about 
the  throne  of  grace.  What  arc  you  refolved  to 
do?  Will  you  come  within  the  bow  of  God's  co* 
venant  or  not  ?  I  would  fain  eirpoftulate  the  matter 
-with  you ;  what  will  you  do  in  the  day  of  death, 
if  you  come  not  within  this  rainbow  ?  What  will 
you  do  in  the  day  of  reckoning,  when  (landing  be- 
fore the  bar  of  God  ?  Whither  will  you  flee  when 
rocks  and  mountains  refufe  to  fall  on  you  to  hide 
you  from  the  face  of  the  Lamb  ?  O  firs,  there  is  no 
fliunning  the  deluge  of  divine  wrath,  but  by  taking 
hold  of  the  covenant  and  of  the  faithfulnefs  of  God 
engaged  therein;  the  whole  creation  cannot  help  you, 
if  you  do  it  not,  but  you  muft  lie  under  the  fiery 
mountains  of  God's  wrath  for  ever  j  for  he  that  he-- 
lievetb  not  is  condemned  already ^  and  the  wrath  of  God 
cbidetb  on  him. 

But  I  cannot  think  of  parting  with  you  upon 
mount  Ebal  or  Sinai  ;  and  therefore  let  me  be- 
feech  you  by  the  mercy  of  God,  by  all  the  bleflings 
of  his  covenant,  by  the  blood  and  bowels  of  a  Gcd 
of  love  in  Chrift,  by  all  the  glory  of  heaven  and  eter- 
nity, that  you  come  within  the  compafs  of  the  rain- 
bow that  is  about  the  throne.  O,  fay  you,  with  my 
whole  foul  I  would  take  hold  of  God's  covenant  and 
his  faithfulnefs  engaged  therein,  but  will  you  give 
us  your  advice  as  to  this  matter?  An  Anfwer  to  this 
leads  to  the 

Laft  thing  propofed,  which  was  to  ofifer  a  few 
advices  in  order  to  your  improving  the  rainbow  of 
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the  promife  or  covenant  for  your  dfety  agalnil  the 
delude  of  wrath. 

1.  Study  to  be  firmly  perfuaded  of  your  mi/ery 
and  loft  ftate  without  Cnrift,  and  while  without 
the  confines  of  the  bow  that  furrounds  his  throne. 
Till  you  iee  your  loft  ftate  by  the  breach  of  the  covc^ 
nant  of  works,  you  will  never  take  hold  of  a  cove- 
nant of  grace ;  and  therefore  be  firmly  perfuaded 
that  by  nature  you  are  wretched,  miferable,  blind, 
poor  and  naked :  But  now  if  you  have  come  to  this 
perfuafion,  3^ou  muft  not  reft  content  here,  for  many 
nave  periftied  in  this  jdace  of  breaking  forth  of  chil- 
dren ;  and  therefore, 

2.  Be  firmly  perfuaded,  that  there  is  relief  for 
you  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  new  covenant  whereof  he 
is  the  glorious  head ;  however  bad  thy  condition  is 
there  is  relief  for  thee  in  Chrift ;  for  be  is  all  in  all. 
Is  thy  ftate  a  ftate  of  fin?  Well,  Chrift  is  the  fa- 
viour  of  none  but  finners.  Is  thy  ftate  a  ftate  of 
diftancc  from  God?  Well,  he  came  to  bring  us  near 
by  his  own  blood.  Is  thy  ftate  a  ftate  of  enmity 
and  war  againft  heaven  ?  Weil,  his  work  is  to  re- 
concile God  and  man,  to  fatisfy  juftice,  and  to 
flay  the  enmity  of  the  heart  5  he  breaks  down  the 
wall  of  partition,  and  brings  both  parties  into  one. 
Is  thy  ftate  a  hopelefs  ftate  ?  Well,  he  is  the  hope 
of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Is  it  a  ftate  of  dark- 
nefs  ?  He  is  the  light  of  the  world.  Art  thou  in 
an  impotent  ftate  ?  He  is  the  ftrength  of  the  poor 
and  of  the  needy.  Art  thou  in  a  ftate  of  bondage  I 
He  proclaims  liberty  to  the  captive,  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound.  Art 
thou  curfed  ?  He  came  to  redeem  from  the  curfc. 
Art  thou  dead  in  fin,  dead  by  the  law  ?     Well,  he 

died 
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died  that  we  might  live ;  and  though  thoa  be  dead, 
yet  thou  (halt  live^  if  you  believe  in  him.  So  that 
I  fay,  there  is' that  in  Chrift,  which  meets  with  the 
condition  of  the  finner,  let  his  cafe  be  ever  fo  bad, 
if  he  be  on  this  fide  of  hell.  Now^  I  fay,  be  per- 
fuaded  of  all  this,  be  aflured  of  it,  that  there  is  help 
laid  upon  this  mighty  Redeemer,  and  that  he  is  in* 
deed  able  to  fave  to  the  very  uttermoft. 

3.  Be  perfuaded  that  the  rainbow  that  is  fur* 
rounding  the  throne  of  grace  is  pointing  to  you ;  I 
mean  that  the  covenant  of  grace,   or  promife  of 
help,  relief  and  reft  through  Chrift  is  left  to  you, 
and  diredted  or  indorfed  to  you  in  particular,  and 
that  it  belongs  to  you  as  a  thing  you  may  claim 
without  any  vicious  intromifiion.  This  is  abfolutely 
necefifary,  for  I  can  never  truft  to  a  fecurity,  which 
mean,  time  I  think  or  ima^ne  is  granted  to  another 
man,  and  not  to  myfelf.     Can  I  purfue  upon  a 
bond  granted  in  another  man's  name,  and  not  in  my 
own?  O,  fay  you,  if  I  thought  I  had  a  right  to  the 
covenant  or  promife  of  God  in  Chrift,  I  would  be* 
lieve  it,  and  rejoice.    Well,  to  cftablifli  you  in  the 
ftith  of  this,  know  O  finner  for  thy  encouragement. 
!•  The  covenant  and  promife  is  indorfed  or  directed 
to  thee,  as  if  thou  were  named  by  name  and  firname; 
like  a  letter,  when  it  is  backed  to  a  man ;   when  he 
reads  the  back  of  the  letter,  and  finds  it  direded  to 
him,  he  breaks  the  feal  of  it,  and  claims  all  that  is 
in^t,  tho'  it  were  a  fecurity  for  millions  of  gold  and 
filver.   2.  Thou  haft  already  gotten  the  feal  of  the 
covenant  in  baptifm^  and  would  God  allow  the  feal 
of  his  covenant,  and  yet  wilt  thou  fay  thou  haft  no 
claim  to  intermeddle  with  the  covenant  itfelf?     3. 
God  has  put  his  covenant,  his  confirmed  teftament  in 
Vol.  II.  Nn  thy 
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thy  hand,  as  a  charter  for  eternal  life,  and  com» 
snanded  thee  to  read  it,  fearch  it,  truft  to  it,  /or  a 
happy  eternity ;  and  yet  wilt  thou  fay  thou  haft  no 
claim  to  the  covenant,  no  right  to  take  bold  of  it  i 
And  therefore,  I  fay,  be  perlliiaded  that  you  have  a 
good  claim  to  the  covenant  of  grace  and  promife;  the 
promife  is  to  you  and  your  feed.    You  may  readily 
fay  to  me,  that  by  this  means  God's  promife  is  made 
to  the  reprobate,  as  well  as  to  the  ele^t  in  the  vifible 
church.     I  anfwer  with  the  learned  and  pious  Ru- 
therford,   that  the  reprobate  hath  as  good  a 
revealed  warrant  for  believing  as  the  eled;  have.     If 
God's  covenant  and  promife  were  not  to  all  iacom« 
mon  within  the  viiible  churchy  and  if  his  faithful^ 
nefs  were  not  engaged  in  the  promife  tendered  to 
them,  how  is  it  pofTible  that  unbelievers  could  be 
(aid  to  make  God  a  lyar  by  not  believing  his  projmife, 
or  the  record  in  which  he  has  given  to  us  eternal 
life  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.     You  may  again  ob- 
jcd:  and  fay,  if  God's  promifes  were  made  to  the 
reprobate,  then  it  would  follow  that  his  faithfuinefs 
would  fail  if  be  did  not  fulfil  his  promife  to  them. 
I  anfwer  wc  are  to  diRinguifli  between  the  promife 
in  the  exhibition  of  it  in  the  word,  and  in  the  ef- 
fciftual  application*  of  it  by  the  fpirit  j   in  the  firft 
of  thcfe  refpeds  it  is  made  to  all  without  exception 
of  eledl  or  reprobate  ;   and  that  the  promife  is  not 
made  effcdtual  to  the  reprobate,  will  no  more  in* 
fer  the  want  of  faithfuinefs  in  God,  than  a  man's 
not  marrying  of  a  woman  after  he  has  paft  bis 
promife  to  her,  when  yet  fhe  refufeth  to  confent 
to  the  bargain. 

4.  Be  perfuaded  that  this  covenant  of  grace  and 
promife  is  a  good  and  noble  fecurity,   and  that  it 
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IS  able  to  bear  thy  weight.  You  heard  in  the  doc- 
trinal part,  how  much  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  is 
engaged  in  the  covenant.  Pray  do  not  forget  it,  he 
has  fubfcribed  it,  attefted  it,  fealed  it,  regillred  it^ 
In  a  word,  he  has  given  all  imaginable  advantageibr 
believing,  and  takes  off  all  imaginable  pleas  for  un- 
belief. 

5,  Be  much  in  viewing  thefe  great  and  glorious 
bleflings  that  lie  within  the  covenant,  within  the 
verge  of  the  bow  that  is  about  the  throne :  Of 
which  I  gave  you  an  account  upon  the  third  head 
propofed,  in  profccuting  pf  this  exhortation.  What 
thinkeft  thou  of  having  Jehovah,  Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Ghoft,  for  thy  God,  and  portion  for  ever  ? 
What  thinkeft  thou  of  a  fealed  pardon  and  in- 
demnity for  all  thy  fins?  What  thinkeft  thou  of 
being  "  an  heir  of  God,  and  a  joint-heir  with 
"  Chrift  ? "  What  thinkeft  thou  of  the  "  inheritance, 
"  that  is  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  which  fadeth 
•*  not  away  ? "  Yet  all  the(e  lie  within  the  circle  of 
the  bow  of  the  covenant.  Now,  I  fay,  keep  youf 
eye  upon  thefe,  that  you  may  be  encouraged,  or 
fiirred  up  to  prefs  towards  the  adlual  poffcflion  of 
thefe  glorious  bleflings  by  coming  within  this  blef- 
ied  bow. 

6.  Take  a  view  of  all  thefe  great  and  glorious 
bleflings,  as  lying  in  the  hand  of  him  that  fits  up- 
on the  throne,  ready  to  be  given  out  to  every 
one,  that  believes  in  him  by  virtue  of  the  cove- 
nant. O  hear  him  that  fits  on  the  throne,  cry- 
ing to  all  finners,  to  a  whole  periftiing  world  ; 
Wbofoever  believetb  in  me^  fl^ll  not  ferijh^  but  have 
everlafting  life.  IVhofoever  will,  let  him  come^  and 
take  of  the  water  of  life  freely.    This,  I  fay,  be  per- 
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fuaded  that  all  the  bleflings  of  the  covenant  are 
ready  in  his  hand  to  be  diftributed  and  communi- 
cated to  every  one  that  comes  to  him. 

7.  Being  firmly  perfuaded  of  all  thefe  things, 
ftudy  to  reft  and  lay  the  weight  of  thy  finking  foul 
upon  the  veracity,  and  fkithfulnefs  of  a  promifing 
God  in  Chrift :  You  know  what  it  is  to  lay  weight 
upon  an  honeft  man's  word,  who  you  arc  per- 
fuaded will  not  fail  you ;  fo  lay  weight  and  ftrefs 
upon  the  promife  of  God,  upon  his  faithfiilnefs 
engaged  in  the  covenant,  being  fiiUy  perfuaded  that 
what  he  has  promifed,  he  is  both  able  and  willing 
to  perform.  O  firs,  truft  in  him,  let  his  truth  be 
your  ftiield  and  buckler,  for  be  is  truth  itfelf:  Faith- 
fulnefs  is  the  girdle  of  his  loins ;  hang  by  thb  gir- 
dle, and  fay  with  David,  In  bis  word  will  I  hope. 
Remember  the  word^  on  which  thou  bajl  caufed  tbj 
fervant  to  hope.  And  if  thou  do  fo,  thou  (halt 
not  be  difappointed  j  7he  fajhion  of  this  world  paf 
eth  away^  hut  the  word  of  the  Lord  enduretb  for 
ever. 

8.  if  you  have  thus  entered  within  the  bow  of 
the  covenant,  go  forward  to  the  throne  and  him 
that  fits  on  it,  whofe  appearance  is  like  a  Jafper 
and  Sardine  flone  for  brightnefs  and  glory  ;  purfuc 
him  at  his  own  throne :  plead  the  adlual  outmak- 
ing  and  accomplifhing  of  his  promife,  for  this  is 
God's  ftated  and  ordinary  way  appointed  in  his 
word,  EzeL  xxxvi.  37.  compared  with  ver.  25, 
26,  27.  There  God  makes  a  great  many  pro- 
mifes,  and  after  all  he  adds,  for  thefe  things  will  I 
be  enquired  of  by  the  boufe  of  Israel,  that  I  may 
do  it  for  them :  Only  when  you  come  to  the  throne 
and  plead  the  promife,  take  care  that  you  do  not 
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cxpefl:  the  accompliflimcnt  of  the  promife  for  your 
own  pleading :  But  upon  the  account  of  his  own 
faithfulnefs  engaged  in  his  own  covenant  of  grace* 
£ut^  may  you  fay,  I  have  neither  fkiil  nor  confidence 
to  plead  the  promife.  I  anfwer,  it  is  very  true,  you 
have  no  fkill  to  manage  at  his  throne.  And  there- 
fore I  give  you 

A  ()th  advice,  put  the  promife  of  the  cove- 
nant, which  you  feek  the  accompliflimcnt  of  in  the 
hand  of  your  advocate,  that  he  may  plead  it  for 
you  :  We  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father ^  J^fi^^ 
Chrijl  the  righteous^  alid  therefore  in  your  approaches 
to  the  throne,  beware  of  negledling  him ;  for  be 
bath  made  us  accepted  in  the  beloved-,  depend  much 
upon  his  fkill  and  his  interefl  in  the  court.  He 
has  his  Father's  ear,  and  his  Father's  commiAion  to 
make  interceflion  for  the  tranfgreflbrs.  The  Father 
fays  to  him,  A/k  of  me^  and  I  will  give  thee  the 
heathen  for  thine  inheritance^  and  the  utter mo/l  end  of 
the  earth  for  thy  pojfejfion.  So  that  however  great 
your  fuits  at  a  throne  of  grace  are,  you  have  no 
reafon  to  fear,  if  you  imploy  this  glorious  advocate 
and  days-man  ;  and  in  doing  fo,  do  not  doubt 
of  fuccefs  :  But  ajk  in  faith  mothing  wavering  : 
Draw  near  with  a  true  hearty  in  full  ajfurance  of 
faith. 

10.  When  you  have  done  all  this,  you  muft 
wait  for  the  accompliflimcnt  and  outmaking  of  the 
promife  in  a  fenfible  way.  For  he  that  believetb 
does  not  make  hajle.  I  will  look  to  the  Lord,  I  will 
wait  for  the  God  of  my  falvation.  My  God  will 
hear  me.  Do  not  limit  the  Lord  to  your  time ; 
but  wait  his  time.  For  the  Lord  is  a  God  of 
jiidgment^  and  be  waits  to  be  gracious^  and  there^ 
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fore  bleffed  are  all  they  that  wait  on  him.  Sirs,  if 
^you  have  but  the  promife  of  a  man,  or  the  bond 
of  a  man  for  a  fum  of  money,  you  will  wait 
many  years  before  you  get  payment,  and  yet 
you  will  not  doubt  of  payment  at  the  end  when 
the  time  comes ;  and  will  you  truft  and  wait  on 
men,  and  will  you  not  wait  on  your  Grod  conti- 
nually ?  O  the  Lord  is  good  to  them  that  wait 
en  him,  and  to  the  foul  that  feeks  him.  The  vifon 
is  for  an  appointed  time^  though  it  tarry  ^  wait  for  it : 
For  at  the  end  it  will  fpeaky  q/id  it  will  not  tarry. 
See  to  this  purpofe,  Uib.  x.  36,  37.  2>  haive  need  of 
patience y  ajter  you  have  done  the  will  of  God^  that  you 
Jhould  receive  the  promife.  For  he  that  jhall  come^ 
will  come^  and  will  not  tarry. 

Having  thus  taken  hold  pf  God's  covenant,  and 
entered  within  the  rainbow  that  is  about  the  throne^ 
come  to  morrow,  and»  get  the  feal  of  the  cove- 
nant for  the  confirmation  of  your  faith,  that  fo 
you  may  with  the  greateft  freedom  intermeddle 
with  the  goods  contained  in  your  elder  brother's 
teftamcnt.  Although  a  man  have  a  good  right 
to  an  eftatc,  yet  perhaps  he  may  be*  loth  to  inter- 
meddle till  he  get  infeftment.  Well,  firs,  having 
taken  hold  of  the  good  charter,  the  covenant  of 
grace,  I  invite  you  to  come,  and  get  infeftment 
upon  the  charter  to  morrow  at  God's  table,  where 
he  invites  all  his  friends  to  eat  and  drink  abundantly 
of  the  bread  and  wine  that  he  has  mingled. 

I  (hall  conclude  the  whole  of  this  difcourfe  by 
cfFering  a  few  marks  whereby  ye  may  try  whe- 
ther or  no  you  have  really  got  within  the  bow  of 
ihe  covenant  which  furrounds  the  throne;  it  is  true 
indeed  all  the  members  of  the  vifible  church,  they 
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bear  a  relation  to  the  covenant,  to  them  belong  the 
adoption,  and  the  covenants,  ofid  the  promifes ;  you 
are  externally  in  covenant  by  virtue  of  baptifm,  you 
are  profeflcdly  covenanted  people.  But  the  quefti* 
on  is,  Are  you  really  within  the  covenant  ?  Have 
you  by  faith  entered  within  the  rainbow  that  fur- 
roandeth  the  throne?  The  marks  that  I  offer, 
fhall  be  principally  founded  upon  the  context  in  this 
chapter. 

1.  Then  the  fpiritof  the  great  covenant-head  that 
fits  upon  the  throne  has  entered  into  you,  if  you 
have  entered  within  the  bow  of  this  covenant,  or 
feen  the  glory  of  him  that  fits  on  the  throne.  We 
find  here  John  was  firfl  in  the  Spirit,  and  then  he 
faw  the  throne,  and  the  rainbow,  and  him  that  fat 
on  it.  O  firs,  I  am  perfuaded  that  tjiere  was  never 
one  brought  within  the  bow  of  God's  covenant,  but 
will  be  ready  to  own  that  it  was  he  that  brought 
them.  I  will  caufe  them  to  pafs  under  the  rod,  and 
bring  them  under  the  bond  of  my  covenant.  The  apoflle 
Paul  tells  us,  FhiL  iii.  12.  T'hathe  'ibas  apprehended 
of  Chriji  Jefus,  before  ever  be  apprehended  him :  So 
will  it  be  with  you,  if  you  be  brought  within  the 
rainbow  of  God's  covenant. 

2.  You  will  be  much  in  admiring  the  throne,  and 
the  glory  of  him  that  fits  on  it,  who  is  here  compared 
to  a  ^afper  and  Sardine  Stone.  I  told  you  in  the  ex- 
plication of  the  words,  that  this  is  Chrifl .  O  have 
you  feen  the  Glory  of  an  exalted  Chrifl  ?  All  we  with 
open  face,  beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord^ 
are  changed  into  the  fame  image.  If  you  have  feen 
his  glory  as  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father^ 
you  will  be  ready  to  fay.  He  is  indeed  white  andruddy^ 
fairer  than  the  children  of  men. 

3.tf 


55^  ^^  r^^t<w  of  the  cnenant 

3»  If  fo,  then  you  will  take  great  pleafure  in  be*' 
holding  the  rainbow  that  is  about  the  throne,  and 
rejoice  in  it  as  your  fecurity  again  (I  the  deluge  of. 
wrath,  faying  with  David,  This  is  all  myfahatim^ 
that  be  has  made  with  me  an  everlajling  covenant  cr- 
dercd  in  all  things  and  Jure ;  you  will  be  delighted  to 
think  on  the  freedom  of  the  covenant,  the  order  of 
the  covenant,  the  furenefs  of  the  covenant,  and  its 
emerald  colour^  ijs  perpetual  greennefs,  without  any 
'  variation. 

4.  W-hen  you  look  to  the  rainbow  of  the  cove** 
nant,  it  will  fill  you  with  expedation  of  good,  when 
you  go  to  the  throne  in  prayer*  The  natural  rain- 
bow, as  I  faid,  is  the  forerunner  of  a  (howcr  to  the 
thirfty  earth ;  people  cxpeift  it  when  they  fee  the 
bow  in  the  clouds :  So  when  you  fee  the  bow  of  the 
covenant,  it  will  give  you  good  hopes  of  a  (hower  of 
the  fpirit's  influences,  and  that  he  will  come  to  you 
as  the  rain^  as  the  former  and  the  latter  rain  upon  the 
earth:  And  truly,  firs,  one  great  reafgn  why  there 
are  fo  many  hopelcfs  prayers  among  us,  is,  becaufe 
we  do  not  fet  the  eye  of  faith  on  the  rainbow  of  the 
covenant. 

5.  If  ever  you  was  brought  within  the  rainbow  of 
the  covenant,  you  have  been  flript  of  your  own 

JUtb"^  rags^  and  clothed  with  the  white  raiment  of  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  fon  of  God ;  for  they  that  arc 
about  the  throne  here  are  faid  to  be  clothed  with 
white  raiment^  ver.  4.  So  then,  I  afk,  have  you 
been  made  to  fee  all  your  own  righteoufnefs  to  he  as 
Jilthy  ragSy  as  a  menflruous  cloth,  as  dung  and  lofs^ 
that  you  might  be  found  in  Chri/l  not  having  your 
own  righteoufnefs^  but  that  which  is  byjaith  in  Cbrifi? 
Is  the  language  of  thy  heart,  Surely  in  the  LQrdbave  1 
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rigbteotifnefsy  in  bim  will  I  be  juftifed^  and  in  him 
alone  will  I  glory. 

6.  If  you  have  been  within  the  rainbow,  brought 
within  the  bond  of  the  covenant,  you  have  had  your 
heart  and  eyes  enlightened,  and  warmed  with  the 
fcven  lamps  of  fire  before  the  throne,  which  are  ex- 
plained to  be  the  Spirit  with  his  various  influences, 
iser.  5.  Thefe  are  compared  to  lamps^  becaufe  of  their 
enlightening  efficacy,  and  lamps  of  fire ^  becaufe  of 
their  fandlifying,  purifying,  warming  efficacy  on  the 
foul.  Now,  try  yourfelves  by  this;  if  you  be 
brought  within  the  bow  of  the  covenant  that  is 
about  the  throne,  the  fpirit  has  been  in  you  a 
fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation  difcovering  the  things 
of  God  to  you  in  a  divine  luftre;  and  like  fire  they 
have  purified  you  in  fome  meafure  firom  the  drofs 
of  fin,  and  made  your  heart  to  burn  within  you, 
like  the  difciples  going  to  Emmaus^  and  like  a  lamp 
they  ferve  to  direft  you  in  the  way  of  truth  and  holi- 
nefs;  the  voice  of  the  fpirit  is,  T^bis  is  the  way ^  walk 
ye  in  it. 

7.  If  you  be  brought  within  the  rainbow  of  the 
covenant,  you  will  be  frequently  bathing  your  pollut- 
ed fouls  in  the  fea  of  glafs,  that  is  before  the  throne, 
fpoken  of  in  the  ttb  verfe.  Interpreters  think  that 
there  is  an  allufion  here  to  the  large  vefifels  in  the 
temple  and  tabernacle,  in  which  the  priefls  ufed  to 
wa(h  themfelves  before  they  offered  facrifices,  called 
a  fea  of  glafs,  becaufe  of  the  tranfparent  purity  of 
him  whofe  blood  it  was :  They  that  are  come  by 
faith  to  Jefus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant, 
they  are  alfo  come  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  in  order 
to  the  cleanfing  of  their  fouls  from  fin  and  from  un» 
cleannefs;  you  wiUrfee  a  continual  need  of  this  blood 
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to  purify  your  perfons  and  aAions  from  every  thing 

that  defiles. 

8.  If  brought  within  the  rainbow-  of  the  cove- 
nant, you  will  be  much  taken  up  in  celebrating  the 
praifes  of  God's  holinefs,  and  adoring  him  upon 
this  account.  They  that  are  about  the  throne, 
ver.  8.  T^be^  cry.  Holy,  Holy,  Holy  Lord  God  M- 
mighty,  which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come.  Now 
try  yourfclves  by  this.  Can  you  love  God ,  adore 
and  celebrate  his  praifes,  becaufe  of  his  unfpotted 
holinefs  and  purity,  which  cannot  behold  iniquity  with- 
out  abhorrence  ?  This  I  take  to  be  one  of  the  fweet- 
efl  and  fureft  marks  of  a  true  believer  and  faint, 
which  does  diftinguidi  him  from  all  hypocrites  in 
the  world*  A  hypocrite  may  come  the  length  to 
love  and  adore  the  divine  majefty,  becaufe  of  his 
greatnefs,  becaufe  of  his  goodnefs,  becaufe  of  his 
mercy  ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  they  can  love  and 
praife  him,  becaufe  of  his  holinefs  and  hatred  pf  fin. 
No,  this  argues  a  feraphick  and  angelick  fpirit;  for 
the  angels  cover  their  faces,  crying.  Holy,  Holy, 
Holy  Lord  God  of  Ho/is,  lia.  vi.  3.  Now  is  this  the 
difpofition  of  thy  foul  ?  Can  thou  fay  with  David, 
Pfal,  XXX.  4.  Sing  to  the  Lord,  O  ye  Saints  of  bis, 
and  give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  bis  hoUnefs? 
And  Ifaiab  xii.  at  the  clofc.  Shout,  O  daughter  of 
Zion,  for  great  is  thy  holy  One  of  Ifracl,  in  the  midji 
of  thee? 

9.  You  will  equally  adore,  worfliip  and  admire 
all  the  three  perfons  of  the  ever  blefTed  trinity  as 
one  God.  So  do  they  that  are  about  the  throne  % 
they  cry.  Holy  Father,  Holy  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit, 
and  thefe  are  but  one  Lord  God  Almighty,  which 
was,  and  is,  and  is  to  conie.     Faith  takes  up  God 
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according  to  the  revelation  that  he  has  made  of 
himfelf  confidered  perfonally  or  efTentially,  and 
it  cannot  endure  any  thing  that  derogates  from  the 
glory  of  an/ of  the  blefled  three  in  one  and  one 
in  three.  You  that  are  not  ftruck  with  horror 
at  the^  blafphemy»  that  is  uttered  againft  the  Son 
of  God  this  day  in  our  church,  as  if  he  were 
only  a  fubordinate  deity,  inferior  to  the  Father, 
you  were  never  yet  within  the  compafs  of  the  rain- 
bow that  goes  about  the  throne  on  which  he  fits ; 
for  they  that  have  been  there  they  have  Jfeen  him 
to  be  the  fame  in  fubilance,  equal  in  power  and 
glory  with  fiis  eternal  Father,  to  be  the  Lord  God 
Almighty  as  well  as  the  Father,  the  brightnefs  of 
his  glory,  and  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon.  And  the 
concerns  of  his  glory  will  gp  nearer  your  heart 
than  any  private  concerns  of  your  own,  though 
your  honour  were  laid  in  the  dufl. 

10.  If  ever  you  have  been  within  the  rainbow  of 
the  covenant  that  furroundeth  the  throne,  then  lam 
fure  you  will  be  very  much  concerned  to  have  the 
crown  pulled  off  the  head  of  fclf,  and  fct  it  upon 
the  head  of  him^  that  fits  upon  the  throne  of 
grace,  ver.  lo.  They  tkat  are  about  the  throne^  they  cajl 
their  crowns  before  the  throne^  faying^  Thou  art  wor^ 
thy^  O  Lord^  to  receive  glory  ^  honour  and  power.  O 
firs,  if  ever  you  were  brought  within  the  rainbow 
of  the  covenant  of  grace,  you  will  not  facrifice  to 
your  own  net,  or  burn  incenfe  to  your  own  drag, 
you  will  not  attribute  any  or  the  leaft  part  of  your 
ialvation  to  yourfelves,  to  your  own  holinefs, 
goodnefs,  diligence,  frame,  or  any  thing  elfe ;  no, 
no,  you  will  tread  every  thing  under  your  feet, 
that  dares  to  ufurp  the  room  of  Chrifi:,  and  be 
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ready  to  fay,  not  onto  us^  not  unto  us,  but  to  thy 
name  be  the  glory.  O  he  is  the  Lord  my  righ- 
teoufnefs,  he  is  the  glory  of  my  ftrfpngth,  in  his 
righteoufnefs  will  I  be  exalted,  and  I  refolve  to 
ihmd  an  eternal  debtor  to  grace,  grace  reigning 
through  imputed  righteoufnefs  to*  eternal  life  by 
Jefus  Chrift  my  Lwd.  Worthy,  worthy  is  he 
to  wear  the  crown,  to  fit  on  the  throne,  and 
to  fway  the  fceptre  for  ever  :  O  let  King  Jefus 
arifcy  and  let  his  enemies  be  fcattered  and  flee 
before  him. 
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